
BBoorrnn
RRoocckknnee:: Yankton, S.D., Sept. 27,

1991
SSoorreennssoonn::  Born in Yankton,

Oct. 29, 1991

MMuusstt--SSeeee  TTVV
RRoocckknnee::  I like the “Pawn Stars”

and “American Pickers” on History
Channel.

SSoorreennssoonn::  I don’t really have
any TV that I watch, other than
what my mom watches, probably
like, soccer and “NSIC.”

WWhhaatt’’ss  OOnn  YYoouurr  II--PPoodd??
RRoocckknnee::  I’ve got Schwaze, Chili

Peppers, Jay-Z and T-I
SSoorreennssoonn:: Everything except

country, pretty much, probably
from the 60’s on. Most of my stuff
is from the present day, though.

FFaavvoorriittee  MMeeaall
RRoocckknnee::  Any kind of pizza that

doesn’t have tomatoes on it —
Pepperoni, cheese.

SSoorreennssoonn::  Doesn’t that have
tomato sauce?

RRoocckknnee:: (laughs) I don’t know.
SSoorreennssoonn:: Mine’s probably

along the Italian lines, lasagna or
spagetti

HHoobbbbiieess
RRoocckknnee::  I like to hunt and fish,

shoot trap when I get a chance.
Work.

SSoorreennssoonn::  Work, hang out with
friends, if that’s a hobby. That’s
about it.

FFaavvoorriittee  CCllaassss
RRoocckknnee:: I don’t really like

school, but probably “World of
Work,” because I get to intern at a
career that I like or am interested
in.

SSoorreennssoonn:: My favorite class
right now would have to be Calc
(Calculus), just because I like math
and I think I’m good at it.
Otherwise, anatomy after that,
that runs a close second. I’d have
to agree, I really don’t like school
much anymore.

II’’dd  PPaayy  MMoonneeyy  TToo  SSppeenndd  AA
DDaayy  WWiitthh  ......

RRoocckknnee:: You go first.
SSoorreennssoonn::  Probably ... that’s

tough. (thinks for a moment)
Probably Jennifer Aniston, just
‘cause ... I don’t know, she’s ...

RRoocckknnee:: Abraham Lincoln or
some historical figure

OOnnee  TThhiinngg  II’’dd  SSaayy  TToo
PPrreessiiddeenntt  OObbaammaa

RRoocckknnee::  I’d say ‘Hi’ and walk
away. Wouldn’t say anything else.

SSoorreennssoonn::  I’d probably tell him
to stick with what he said he was
going to do before he got into

office, see how that turns out.
Because right now, it doesn’t seem
like much is happening.

BY JAMES D. CIMBUREK
sports@yankton.net

Cyrus Sorenson and Jacob
Rockne have established them-
selves among the top boys’ ten-
nis players in Yankton High
School history, each ranking in
the top five in doubles and the
top 15 in singles.

We sat down with them as
they prepared for their final sea-
son at YHS.

JJDDCC::  WWhheenn  ddiidd  tthhee  ttwwoo  ooff
yyoouu  ssttaarrtt  ppllaayyiinngg  ttooggeetthheerr??
WWiitthh  yyoouurr  ddiiffffeerreenntt  bbaacckk--
ggrroouunnddss  ((JJaakkee  ffrroomm  aa  tteennnniiss
ffaammiillyy,,  CCyyrruuss  ffrroomm  aa  ssoocccceerr
ffaammiillyy)),,  hhooww  ddiidd  iitt  wwoorrkk  wwiitthh
yyoouu  gguuyyss  ccoommiinngg  ttooggeetthheerr  oonn
tthhee  ccoouurrtt??

SSoorreennssoonn::  I’ve played tennis
since I was 5, 6, when the city
league started. I went with my
dad and older brother and they
played, and I liked playing with
them.

RRoocckknnee::  I think I started play-
ing when I was 10-ish, maybe a
little older. My older sisters just
kinda got me playing

SSoorreennssoonn::  I think we got
together through just high
school, the common tourna-
ments we went to, like Yankton
and Madison. And, since we
wanted to compete in doubles as
well as singles, we kinda just
asked each other eventually.

JJDDCC::  AAss  ddoouubblleess  ppaarrttnneerrss,,
tthhee  ttwwoo  ooff  yyoouu  ssppeenndd  aa  lloott  ooff
ttiimmee  ttooggeetthheerr  oonn  tthhee  ccoouurrtt..  DDoo
yyoouu  ssppeenndd  aa  lloott  ooff  ttiimmee  ttooggeetthheerr
ooffff  tthhee  ccoouurrtt??

RRoocckknnee:: Sometimes
SSoorreennssoonn:: It varies. We have

conflicting schedules, kinda.

JJDDCC::  WWhhaatt  wwaass  yyoouurr  ““wweell--
ccoommee  ttoo  hhiigghh  sscchhooooll””  mmoommeenntt??

RRoocckknnee::  Probably say maturi-
ty level, still acting like middle
schoolers.

SSoorreennssoonn::  I’d say maturity,
introduction to some new things.
Just the fact that everyone’s so
much better than you when
you’re a freshman.

JJDDCC::  WWhhaatt  hhaavvee  bbeeeenn  ssoommee
ooff  tthhee  ssttrraannggeesstt  tthhiinnggss  yyoouu’’vvee
hheeaarrdd  oonn  tthhee  tteennnniiss  ccoouurrtt??  

RRoocckknnee::  Kid was playing a
match on, I think, court number
three. He was on the north end
of the court and during the
match, he hit the ball and let go
of his racquet, and it went over
the fence. That’s the only crazy
thing I remember. People drop-
ping F-bombs, and stuff like that.

SSoorreennssoonn:: Since I know most
of the guys, we usually talk
about what goes on. Just some
of the stuff they tell me that they
do surprises me.

JJDDCC::  WWhhaatt  ddoo  yyoouu  gguuyyss  ttaallkk

aabboouutt  dduurriinngg  tthhee  mmaattcchh,,  bbeessiiddeess
tthhee  mmaattcchh??

SSoorreennssoonn::  If the opponent
has a girlfriend, maybe we’ll talk
about her. Or we might talk
about, if they’re not too great of
an opponent, we might have a
smashing contest.

JJDDCC::  LLaasstt  sseeaassoonn  tthhee  tteeaamm
sseett  aa  sscchhooooll  rreeccoorrdd  ffoorr  dduuaall  vviicc--
ttoorriieess,,  aanndd  bbootthh  ooff  yyoouu  hhaadd
ggrreeaatt  sseeaassoonnss..  HHooww  hhaass  tthhaatt
bbeeeenn  aa  mmoottiivvaattoorr  ggooiinngg  iinnttoo
22001100??

RRoocckknnee::  To be honest, not
that great, because we played
Vermillion three, four times.
Yeah, we did set a school record
but, it’s kinda nice, well, I like it
anyway, when we play harder
teams. More challenging; makes
ourselves better. But, yeah, it
does kind of motivate us to do
just as good this season.

SSoorreennssoonn:: What did we end
up at state? Tenth?

JJDDCC::  Ninth.
SSoorreennssoonn::  Well, our turnout

at state was pretty good, I guess
my record wasn’t the greatest,
but I ended up tenth or 11th at
state. So I just hope to improve
on that, and maybe improve in
doubles as well.

JJDDCC::  YYaannkkttoonn  hhaass  nneevveerr  ffiinn--
iisshheedd  hhiigghheerr  tthhaann  tthhiirrdd  iinn  tthhee
EESSDD..  WWhhaatt  wwoouulldd  iitt  ttaakkee  ffoorr  tthhiiss
yyeeaarr’’ss  tteeaamm  ttoo  bbrriinngg  hhoommee  tthhee
BBuucckkss’’  ffiirrsstt--eevveerr  EESSDD  ttiittllee??

SSoorreennssoonn::  A lot of maturity. A
lot of growing up. We don’t have
so much of a young team, but
just change out of old habits,
kinda grow out of what we used
to do and change what we need
to to get there. Work on it in
practice.

RRoocckknnee::  Work on it in prac-
tice and take it seriously. If
everybody tries there hardest, I
could see us getting in the top
three, maybe even first.

JJDDCC::  YYoouu  bbootthh  ggrraadduuaattee  iinn
MMaayy..  WWhhaatt  aarree  yyoouurr  ffuuttuurree
ppllaannss??

RRoocckknnee::  II’m registering with
the South Dakota Air National
Guard. Not quite sure specifical-
ly what I want to do. I’m kinda
looking at security force or safe-
ty, but I’ve got to look them all
over before I decide.

SSoorreennssoonn:: I plan to go to
Doane College, which is about 10
miles outside of Lincoln (Neb.).
There I plan to get a bachelor’s
degree and play soccer through-
out undergrad. Once I get my
degree, I’ll probably go on. Right
now I’m looking at physical ther-
apist, but that would take a lot
to get here, so we’ll see what
happens.
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THE FLUE 
DOCTORS

Fireplaces and wood burning 
stoves were responsible for 

some 23,600 residential fires.

Call for an appointment today!
665-5181 • 1-800-545-2847

David Vinson & PR Olson
Certified Chimney Sweeps

Certified Dryer Exhaust Technicians

Protectors of health, property and our environment.

Serving all of South Dakota

1-800-KIL-BUGS

Don D. Swift II, D.O., P.C.

Orthopaedic Surgery
Sports Medicine

Center for Orthopaedics

2007 Locust, Yankton
(605) 689-6890

No referrals necessary

Bucks Look To Build On School-Record 16-Win Season
BY JAMES D. CIMBUREK

james.cimburek@yankton.net

A year ago, the Yankton
Bucks boys’ tennis team set a
school record for dual victories.
This season, with their top four
players back from a year ago, the
Bucks will be looking for even
more.

Yankton returns four letter-
winners, including two who will
be playing their sixth season of
varsity tennis. Just two players
— Evan Dykes and Collin Michels
— graduated from a squad that
went 16-5 and finished ninth in
the state.

“It was a good year. We
played well against some top-
notch competition,” said Yankton
head coach Tim Mulhair. “We
had a good crew last year. We
have a good crew this year, and

we should be good in the future,
also.”

Leading the way for the Bucks
are seniors Jacob Rockne and
Cyrus Sorenson, who have taken
turns with the top spots in
recent years. Sorenson went 9-13
at flight one a year ago, while
Rockne went 21-8. The two
teamed up for a 13-15 record at
flight one doubles.

Rockne comes into the sea-
son just 13 wins shy of tying the
Bucks’ record for singles victo-
ries at 78 (Ryan Elwood, 1997-
2001). He is 16 victories shy of
Conan Malady’s (1995-2000) dou-
bles record of 67 career wins.

“Jake and Cyrus have played
a lot of tennis,” Mulhair noted.
“They came up together as sev-
enth graders, and are playing
their fifth straight year of singles
and doubles.

“I look forward to them hav-
ing a good season and going out
with a bang.”

Junior Jeremy Cap set a
school record (22-6) for singles
victories. In just two years on

varsity, he has climbed into a tie
for ninth on the career singles
victories list with 38.

Wilcox, a sophomore, also
had an impressive 2009 cam-
paign, finishing with an 18-9
mark. He is tied with Sorenson at
34 career singles wins.

Cap and Wilcox went 19-11 in
doubles play, two shy of the
school record Dykes set last sea-
son. (He won one doubles match
without Michels.) The duo have
amassed 30 career doubles victo-
ries, and can move up the ranks
quickly with another solid sea-
son. Ten wins would move the
two past a dozen former Bucks
into the top 10 on the all-time
list.

Several Bucks will contend for
the final two varsity spots.

“There are three or four oth-
ers in the hunt for those last two
spots,” Mulhair noted. “We’re not
terribly deep this year, but we
have good players.

“I’d rather have a better six
than a better eight than someone
else.”

Junior Max Hunhoff had the
most JV experience, going 10-2 in
singles and teaming with two dif-
ferent partners to go 5-0 in dou-
bles. Seniors Scott Stoll (3-3) and
Sam Santos (3-1), junior Ryan
Shindler (2-2) and sophomore
Chance Sorenson (3-0) also got
JV experience a year ago.

“I feel confident about our
team,” Mulhair said. “We are still
young in spots, but very experi-
enced as a whole. It is a nice sit-
uation to be in.”

Yankton finished fifth in the
Eastern South Dakota
Conference a year ago, but were
just 15 points behind runner-up
Aberdeen Central.

“Pierre and (ESD champion)
Watertown are both pretty
solid,” Mulhair said. “Every team
always has a good player here
and there.”

The Bucks open the season
April 3 at home against Sioux
City North and Vermillion.

BUCKS: Jeremy Cap

BUCKS: Cyrus Sorenson

BUCKS: Jacob Rockne

YANKTON

TENNIS

Tennis: Yankton Returns Top Four Players Off Team That Set Three Single-Season Marks

Off The Beaten Path: Rockne, Sorenson Prefer To Be Challenged

Get To Know: Cyrus Sorenson And Jacob Rockne


