
Governors whose offices
reported getting the letters
included Jennifer Granholm of
Michigan, Bobby Jindal of
Louisiana, Chet Culver of Iowa,
Jim Gibbons of Nevada, Brad
Henry of Oklahoma, Bob
McDonnell of Virginia, and Gary
Herbert of Utah, where officials
stepped up security in response
to the letter.

In Nevada, screening
machines for visitors and pack-
ages were added to the main
entrance to the state Capitol as
a precaution.

"We're not really overly con-
cerned, but at the same time we
don't want to sit back and do
nothing and regret it," Deputy
Chief of Staff Lynn Hettrick said.

Granholm spokeswoman Liz
Boyd said federal authorities
had alerted the governor that

such a letter might be coming,
and it arrived Monday. Boyd,
who described the letter as
"non-threatening," said it was
opened by a staffer and immedi-
ately turned over to the
Michigan State Police.

Jindal's office confirmed that
the governor had received one of
the letters and directed questions
to the Louisiana State Police.

"They called us as they do for

any letter that's out of the
norm," said Lt. Doug Cain, a
state police spokesman. He
declined to provide specifics
about the letter, but said, "not
knowing the group and the infor-
mation contained in the letter
warranted state police to review
it."

The FBI warning comes at a
time of heightened attention to
far-right extremist groups after

the arrest of nine Christian mili-
tia members last weekend
accused of plotting violence.

In explaining the letters sent
to the governors, the intelligence
note says officials have no spe-
cific knowledge of plans to use
violence, but they caution police
to be aware in case other indi-
viduals interpret the letters "as a
justification for violence or
other criminal actions."

The FBI associated the letter
with "sovereign citizens," most
of whom believe they are free
from all duties of a U.S. citizen,
like paying taxes or needing a
government license to drive. A
small number of these people
are armed and resort to vio-
lence, according to the intelli-
gence report.

Last weekend, the FBI con-
ducted raids on suspected mem-

bers of a Christian militia in the
Midwest that was allegedly plan-
ning to kill police officers. In the
past year, federal agents have
seen an increase in "chatter"
from an array of domestic
extremist groups, which can
include radical self-styled mili-
tias, white separatists or
extreme civil libertarians and
sovereign citizens.

Yankton Daily Press & Dakotan ■ Saturday, March 3, 2010 PAGE 12A www.yankton.net

BlackBerry ®
Blowout!

FREEGET ANY
BUY ONE

of equal or lesser value.
Additional qualifi cations required.

*

$4999*

BlackBerry® CurveTM 8530 
smartphone

$2999*

BlackBerry® PearlTM

smartphone

$9999*

BlackBerry® TourTM

smartphone

$999*

BlackBerry® PearlTM Flip pink 
smartphone

Offers available at participating locations only. Alltel Wireless continues to serve 2.2 million customers & operate in the 91 Cellular Market Areas (CMAs) that Verizon Wireless is required to divest. 

Federal, state & local taxes & charges apply. In addition, Alltel may charge monthly connectivity, regulatory, administrative & 911 surcharges up to $2.19 & federal & state Universal Service Fund fees (both may vary by customer usage). These additional fees
may not be taxes or government-required charges & are subject to change. Additional information regarding your taxes, fees & surcharges is available from your Alltel customer service representative & on your monthly bill. Phone Details: Phones & applicable
rebates available for a limited time, while supplies last, with activation of a qualifying rate plan. Rebate will be in the form of a VISA gift card. Limit 1 rebate per qualifying purchase. Phone may be returned within 15 days of purchase. If mail-in rebate certificate has 
been submitted, Alltel will refund the purchase price less the rebate amount. Customer pays applicable taxes. See rebate certifi cate for details. Smart Choice Pack Requirement: All new or existing customers activating or upgrading to a smart device, including 
all BlackBerry devices, are required to purchase & maintain a Smart Choice Pack of $ 69.99 or higher/mo for the duration of their contract in order to qualify for the in-contract phone price. Add Lines Free: Offer not applicable on bundled Wireless Internet Plans.
Valid on qualifying, newly-activated secondary lines only. New & existing post-paid customers may add up to four (4) new secondary lines, incurring no monthly access charges, for three (3) months to any qualifying primary line of service. New service agreement
& $25 activation fee required for each line in conjunction with phone promotion. Customer must remain on a qualifying plan throughout duration of three-month promotional period. Three Months Free refers to the waived monthly access charge for 
each qualifying line, according to your rate plan. Customer may be billed for a prorated portion of rate plan charges in the first bill following activation. Free access begins upon the first day of the first bill cycle following activation. Upon the fourth
bill cycle following activation, each additional line reverts to the applicable monthly access charge, according to your rate plan. Limit of 4 secondary lines per primary account. Offer valid as of 7/10/2009 & may be discontinued at the discretion of
Alltel. Additional Information: This offer may be limited due to time, supplies, coverage, or participating locations. $25 non-refundable activation fee & possible $200 early termination fee may apply per line. Offers are subject to the Alltel Terms 
& Conditions for Communications Services available at any Alltel store or alltel.com. All product & service marks referenced are the names, trade names, trademarks & logos of their respective owners. BlackBerry®, RIM®, Research In Motion®, 
SureType®, SurePress™ & related trademarks, names & logos are the property of Research In Motion Limited & are registered &/or used in the U.S. & countries around the world. Used under license from Research In Motion Limited. Screen images
are simulated. ©2010 Alltel Communications, LLC. All rights reserved.

.
.q

BlackBerry® PearlTM

YEAR
CONTRACTS
same low price.
shorter contract.

alltel.com
1-800-alltel-1

Plus Add Lines
Get 3 Months FREE

$25 activation fee applies per line. See qualifi cations below.

Savings 
of up to 

$120!
*phone prices after $100 mail-in rebate for each device, activation & 
1-yr. Smart Choice Pack agreement on each line. $9.99 promotional 
price applies to the pink BlackBerry Pearl Flip, only.

Promotional offers available at 
participating agent locations 
and the following Alltel retail 
locations only: 
Alltel Retail Stores
• These Retail Stores Now Open Sunday.

Aberdeen 
• 3315 6th Ave. S.E. | (605) 229-6635

Brookings
1707 6th St. | (605) 692-6464

Huron
289 Dakota Ave. S. | (605) 352-2001

Kyle
Lakota Trade Ctr. | (605) 455-2190

Mission
563 E. 2nd St. | (605) 856-2525

Mitchell
• 510 E. Havens | (605) 995-0091

Pierre
• 1005 E. Wells Ave. | (605) 224-5854

Pine Ridge
1001 Alltel Drive | (605) 867-2880

Sioux Falls
• 1224 W. 41st St. | (605) 332-4000
• 3709 W. 41st St. | (605) 361-2571

Wagner
116 S. Main | (605) 384-4451

Watertown
• 1414 9th Ave. S.E. | (605) 882-1111

Yankton
1100 Broadway Ave. | (605) 665-1935

Shop at a participating 
retailer:
Equipment & promotional offers 
at these locations may vary.

Aberdeen
Lang's TV | (605) 225-5372
Pro Cellular | (605) 262-6000

Canton
Pro Cellular | (605) 558-2500

Chamberlain
Wedmore's Cellular | (605) 234-5531

Huron
Pro Cellular | (605) 352-4670

Madison
Pro Cellular | (605) 256-0088

Milbank
Pro Cellular | (605) 432-9196

Mitchell
Select Comm., Inc. | (605) 996-0190

Mobridge
Pro Cellular | (605) 845-3950

Parker
Timmerman Cellular | (605) 297-2355

Pierre
Pro Cellular | (605) 945-0563

Sioux Center
Hills Elec. & RadioShack | (712) 722-2541

Sioux Falls
Pro Cellular | (605) 271-6100
Pro Cellular | (605) 323-1200
Wireless Etc. | (605) 334-1135
4511 E. 26th St. | (605) 371-5404
Empire Mall | (605) 362-9494 

Vermillion
Your Wireless Store | (605) 624-2355

Watertown
Pro Cellular | (605) 882-9090

Yankton
Your Wireless Store | (605) 664-2355

For Business & Government Accounts call 1-866-WLS-BIZZ or visit alltelbusiness.com 

Proud Sponsor of:

Please sort 
your 

recyclables.
Questions about sorting?

Call 668-5211

governors across the nation said
that if they didn’t leave office
within three days they would be
removed. Federal officials indi-
cated they did not see threats of
violence in the letters, but wor-
ried the message could encour-
age others to act violently.

“Adjustments have been
made” to the governor’s security
because of the letter, Heineman
spokeswoman Jen Rae Hein said
Friday. She declined to detail the
changes.

As of Wednesday, more than
30 governors had received let-
ters. The FBI expects all 50 gov-
ernors eventually will receive
them.

Hein said the FBI notified the
State Patrol on March 26 that a
letter may be coming, and the
State Patrol notified Heineman’s
office.

The State Patrol then forward-
ed the letter to Heineman to the
FBI.

Hein said letters threatening
the governor are not unheard of.

“These types of letters show
up from time to time,” she said.

STATE
From Page 1A

LETTER
From Page 1A

The congregation has existed
for 130 years, he said, serving
generations of families in many
cases. “For many of them, it’s
the only church they have ever
belonged,” he said.

Kropuenske and his family
are examples of a long associa-
tion with the church.

“My wife said her folks have
always been part of the church,”
he said. “My wife has been a
member her whole life. I joined
in 1967, and all three of our
daughters were baptized, con-
firmed and married at that
church.”

The sense of loss from the
fire is still fresh for the parish-
ioners, and many members will
never fully recover from that
feeling, Kropuenske said.

“There are still a lot of emo-
tions,” he said. “We have a lot
of good memories (about the
church) out there.”

The shock has likewise
remained for Mike McIlvenna,
church council president at
Our Savior’s. He learned about
the fire while working at his
Viborg business.

“My wife got a hold of me at
the shop,” he said. “At first, I
thought, ‘It’s just a little fire.
Things will be OK.’ But it was
like nothing I had seen in my
life.”

McIlvenna said it’s “like see-
ing a sibling lose a child.”

WHERE TO TURN
Even before the blaze was

extinguished, Spring Valley

parishioners were faced with
the question of where to hold
Palm Sunday services — only
two days away — as well as
the rest of Holy Week obser-
vances and beyond.

“We had a (Spring Valley)
council meeting right after the
fire,” Unzicker said. “I also
talked with the president and
vice president of Our Savior’s.
We talked about sharing Our
Savior’s for both churches.”

Unzicker also found a
tremendous outpouring of sup-
port from the surrounding
region. He heard from various
clergy and denominations.

“People of all churches were
so willing to help. And it was-
n’t all Lutheran,” he said. “We
had calls from Roman Catholic
and Seventh-Day Adventist
churches. We were offered
places to meet, like Swan Lake
Bible Camp and Salem
Mennonite Church.”

Financial assistance came
from unexpected sources,
Unzicker said.

“We were even getting dol-
lars sent to us from people
who had never been in the
building,” he said. “But they
had heard about it in the news
and wanted to make a dona-
tion.”

What brought that kind of
response?

“I think they all recognized
a sense of loss and tragedy,”
he said. “We all identify with
what that experience would be
like.”

With their church gone,
Spring Valley parishioners felt
a need to gather, Unzicker said.
They instinctively sought a
church service that evening,
held at Our Savior’s.

“It was spontaneous. It was

a service for prayer, but there
was also a sense of grief,” he
said. “It’s almost like the
church has a personality.
There are so many lives con-
nected to it. There springs
forth a lot of emotions, and
then there is a sudden death.”

Many parishioners felt the
fire took an important connec-
tion to other events in their
lives, Unzicker said.

“One woman who watched
the fire said she could see her
father’s funeral all over again,”
he said.

However, the parishioners
also believe that they — and
not the building — are what
make the church, he added.

At that evening’s service,
Unzicker used the example of
his father’s death in 2005.

“My father taught me les-
sons and gave me memories
that will continue to impact my
life. We all have persons who
continue to shape our lives,”
he said. “In the same way, we
may have lost our church
building, but Christ lives on
within us and works the same
way.”

Kropuenske commended the
minister for finding the right
words.

“Rev. Unzicker provided a
service that was tremendous.
He put together a good mes-
sage,” he said. “It helped to
comfort us. And we had help
from our sister church (hosting
the service).”

WE ARE FAMILY
The Spring Valley and Our

Savior’s congregations held a
joint Palm Sunday service.
However, the congregations
will hold separate services in

the future.
“Spring Valley doesn’t want

to come in and take over Our
Savior’s church,” Unzicker
said. “And we almost need to
have two separate services.
When we had the joint service,
it was full.”

Spring Valley finds itself in a
different situation than St.
John’s Lutheran in Yankton,
which sustained $2 million in
fire damages last April and has
spent the past year holding
services at Mount Marty
College. The Yankton congrega-
tion will return to its church
this weekend, holding its first
services on Easter Sunday.

“At St. John’s, they had one
church building and it was
gone. That made it very diffi-
cult,” Unzicker said. “The key
for us is that we are getting a
great deal of support from
(Our Savior’s).”

Besides securing a tempo-
rary home, Spring Valley mem-
bers also learned the cause of
their fire. The South Dakota
fire marshal and the federal
Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms
(ATF) officials conducted an
investigation earlier this week,
Unzicker said. Under federal
law, the ATF investigates any
fire involving a house of wor-
ship.

“They determined it was
electrical and not arson. It start-
ed in the kitchen area,” he said.
“(The fire) was like a blast fur-
nace because there was such an
intense wind.”

Church members observed
and took pictures during
Monday’s investigation,
Kropuenske said. After receiving
clearance, the claims adjuster
visited the site Tuesday. The
final step came Wednesday,

when 10 church members
cleared the site of all debris.

Unzicker’s Maundy Thursday
sermon did not address the pre-
vious week’s fire. However, his
sermon did offer words of hope. 

The pastor noted that Lent
represents a transition.
Christians come together and
respond to the world in a differ-
ent way, gaining strength from
God and Jesus Christ during dif-
ficult times, he said. 

God, through faith in Jesus,
will continue to shape us in
daily life, he added.

Unzicker said he didn’t men-
tion the Spring Valley fire for a
particular reason. “We wanted
to keep the focus as normal as
we could during Holy Week,” he
said.

For Easter Sunday, Spring
Valley will hold its sunrise serv-
ice at 7 a.m. while Our Savior’s
will celebrate its Easter service
at 10:30 a.m. In the future,
Sunday services will be held at
9 a.m. and 10:30 a.m.

CHARTING THE FUTURE
Spring Valley will hold two

major meetings within the next
10 days. The church council will
meet April 7. A congregation
meeting will be held April 11, at
which time members will decide
the parish’s future.

“There seems to be a real
strong interest in rebuilding the
church,” Unzicker said. “That’s
the direction I see it going.”

The church’s constitution
mandates a two-week wait in
order to give notice of a special
congregation meeting, the pas-
tor added.

Kropuenske welcomes the
wait. “This is a time of grieving.
We need that time,” he said.

Unzicker agreed, noting the
congregation has time to weigh
its next move. “We are looking
at different options, including
building a new church,” he said.

Regardless of the congrega-
tion’s choice for the future,
Unzicker said he will remain
focused on his pastoral duties.

“You do your job as well as
you possibly can do it,” he said.
“You teach, preach and do the
sacraments.”

Both Kropuenske and
McIlvenna see Unzicker as a
steadying influence, calming the
rough waters that lie ahead.

“We are really lucky to have
Pastor Steve,” McIlvenna said.
“He is very well liked by both
congregations. He brings a
cohesiveness that cements us
together.”

It’s important that Spring
Valley Lutheran has a home dur-
ing Holy Week and for the com-
ing months, Unzicker said.

“The people have a strong
connection to the church. There
are a lot of deep roots,” he said.
“The most important thing is
that we have a place to worship
and keep it as normal as possi-
ble.”

And when the time comes,
Unzicker welcomes the resur-
rection of a new Spring Valley
Lutheran church. “It will be nice
to have our church back,” he
said.

Our Savior’s Lutheran stands
ready to help its sister church
in any way possible, McIlvenna
said. The offer of assistance car-
ries no time limits.

“Without question, we are
open for them as long as it’s
needed,” he said. “We are one
congregation.”

CHURCH
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