
PIERRE — All contracts bid
on or after Feb. 25, 2010, for con-
struction services or realty
improvements for municipal-
owned utilities are now subject
to contractors’ excise tax under
SDCL 10-46A, a law passed by
the 2010 South Dakota
Legislature.

House Bill 1094 moved the
taxation of municipal utility con-
tracts from the alternate excise
tax to the regular contractors’
excise tax. Because the bill con-
tained an emergency clause, the
change became effective as soon
as Gov. Mike Rounds signed it.
Municipal owned utilities includ-
ing sewer systems, water sys-
tems, electric, light, heat and
power are now subject to the
regular contractors’ excise tax.

Jan Talley, Director of the
Business Tax Division for the
state Department of Revenue &
Regulation, says the change helps
to eliminate the confusion over
what tax is applicable to munici-
pal mixed contracts. Examples of
municipal mixed contracts
include situations in which a
municipality approves replace-
ment of a water main and pave-
ment of a street in one contract; a
municipality replaces a water
main in a residential area; or a
municipality approves replace-
ment sewer lines, curb and gutter,
and resurfacing of the street in
one contract.

“Prime contractors on munici-
pal utility projects owe contrac-

tors’ excise tax on their gross
receipts, which includes the value
of materials furnished by the city,
along with any sales or use tax on
materials furnished by the con-
tractor or the city,” says Talley.
“Subcontractors may accept a
prime contractors’ exemption
certificate and will not owe con-
tractor’s excise tax on their
receipts.” 

Construction projects for

municipal telephone systems
remain subject to the alternative
contractors’ excise tax of SDCL
10-46B. 

For more information regard-
ing contracts for municipal con-
struction projects or tax applica-
tion on contracts bid prior to
Feb. 25, 2010, contact the South
Dakota Department of Revenue &
Regulation at bustax@state.sd.us
or call 800-829-9188. 

BY TRAVIS GULBRANDSON
travis.gulbrandson@yankton.net

GAYVILLE — For more than
25 years, Gayville-Volin coach
Larry Buffington has been help-
ing athletes hone their skills at
different South Dakota schools.

Now he’s being honored for
his work with an induction into
the Dakota Wesleyan University’s
Athletic Hall of
Fame in
Mitchell.

Buffington
and six others
will be induct-
ed into the hall
of fame
Saturday, April
24, at the
Sherman
Center on DWU
campus.

“I’m very
honored to be inducted,” he
said. “I firmly believe that with
anything in life, if you surround
yourself with good people and
you’re passionate about it, that
combination will grow into good
things.”

Buffington credited much of
his success to the strong work
ethic instilled in him by his high
school coaches Tim Brenno and
Ron Budde.

“I’m originally from Gayville-
Volin, and I graduated from here
in 1976. My junior year we won a
state track title,” he said. “Then
in my senior year we got second,
and I won the discus and set the
state record in shot put, so I

guess track and field has been a
passion of mine for a long time.”

Now it’s his job to instill that
passion in others. 

After attending Northern
State College from 1976-1981,
and receiving his master’s from
Iowa State University in Ames,
Buffington began coaching at
Dakota Wesleyan.

“The first year I was assistant
in track, and
took over as
head track
coach after
that. So basi-
cally, when my
education was
over, my first
job was
Dakota
Wesleyan,” he
said.

During his
time at Dakota
Wesleyan,

Buffington also worked as a foot-
ball coach.

“When I got to Dakota
Wesleyan, (the football team)
only won one game the year
before, and then my first year
there as an assistant, we won
one game, and then my next
year we only won one game,” he
said.

After this inauspicious begin-
ning, the team began to improve,
building to a 10-0 season in 1992.

“We’d won a couple games the
year before, and the year after, so
we actually had an 18-game win-
ning streak over a three-year peri-
od,” Buffington said.

Coupled with this, the men’s
track and field team won the
South Dakota Intercollegiate
Conference title two consecutive
years.

“For the first time in the
school’s history, we won the
meet (in 1990), and then we
repeated and won again in 1991,”
Buffington said. “In 1991 through
1994 our women finished second
to Black Hills State each year. I

was both the women’s and the
men’s head coach, and we had a
lot of success through those
years.”

Many different elements go
into this kind of athletic success,
Buffington said.
“Obviously, you’ve got to have
good athletes,” he said. “But we
also had a good coaching staff,
and more than that, a good sup-
port staff as far as an athletic

office, administration, athletic
trainers and the professors. ...

“Admissions is also vital
because they’re the ones that
help you in financial aid. They’re
the ones that help you get the
kids there,” he said.

After his time at Dakota
Wesleyan, Buffington coached
for a year at Mount Marty
College. He then moved on to
Gayville-Volin, where he has

remained for the past 10 years.
“So I literally came back home,”
he said.

Buffington coaches track and
field and cross country at the
school, and teaches physical edu-
cation, as well.

Under his leadership, the
Gayville-Volin boys’ track team
won the Class B state champi-
onship last year, the first time it’s
done so since 1975, when he was
on the team as a student.

“That was kind of fun,” he
said.

Buffington said coaching track
and field is something he loves
because, having so many differ-
ent events, “it’s a sport where
everybody can find something to
do.”

In addition, the timing system
allows for improvement.

“Somebody could run a race
and be in last place, but they’ll
have a time for it,” Buffington
said. “Then the next time they
run that race, they might still be
in last place, but if they ran faster
than they did the time before, it’s
something you can say, ‘That’s
amazing. You just did that better
than you’ve ever done in your
life.’ That’s so rewarding, that
aspect of it.”

Buffington said he’s glad to be
joining many of his colleagues in
the DWU shrine.

“A couple years ago, I started
noticing a lot of the athletes I
coached and helped recruit were
getting inducted into the hall of
fame,” he said. “I think there’s
probably about 12 athletes that
I’d coached that are already in
the hall of fame. ...

“The highlight of being induct-
ed is the process of being reunit-
ed with a lot of great people, and
bringing up a lot of great memo-
ries,” he said. “The relationships
that I’ve made have really been
the highlight of all my coaching.”
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Proud Tiger: Buffington Honored By DWU
Longtime Gayville-Volin

Educator, Coach To Be Inducted
Into Wesleyan’s Hall Of Fame

TRAVIS GULBRANDSON/P&D
Gayville-Volin coach Larry Buffington will be inducted into Dakota Wesleyan’s Athletic Hall of Fame
on April 24. Buffington coached football and track in his time at the DWU.

“I firmly believe that with
anything in life, if you sur-
round yourself with good
people and you’re pas-
sionate about it, that
combination will grow

into good things.”
LARRY BUFFINGTON

Tax Change Made On Construction
Projects For Municipal Utilities
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