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Toyota Exec Before Recall: ‘...Come Clean’

WASHINGTON (AP) — Five days before Toyota announced a mas-
sive recall, a U.S. executive at the company wrote in an internal e-mail:
“We need to come clean” about accelerator problems, according to
documents obtained by The Associated Press.

“We are not protecting our customers by keeping this quiet,” wrote
Irv Miller, group vice president for environment and public affairs.
“The time to hide on this one is over.”

The recently retired Miller wrote the Jan. 16, 2010, e-mail as Toyota
officials were on their way to Washington to discuss the problems
with federal regulators. On Jan. 21, Toyota announced it would recall
2.3 million vehicles to address sticking pedals in six vehicle models.

The e-mail was addressed to Katsuhiko Koganei, executive coordi-
nator for corporate communications for Toyota Motor Sales U.S.A. Inc.

Man On Flight Possibly Sneaking Smoke

WASHINGTON (AP) — A law enforcement official says an incident
aboard a Washington to Denver flight Wednesday night appears to
have been a misunderstanding after the man was confronted trying to

sneak a smoke in the bathroom.

The official says the man “made a joke about it” — which only

alarmed people further.

No explosives were found on the man and officials do not believe

he was trying to harm anyone.

The official was not authorized to discuss details of the case and
therefore spoke on condition of anonymity.

Man Arrested For Alleged Health Care Threat

SAN FRANCISCO (AP) — The FBI says the suspect accused of
making threatening phone calls to House Speaker Nancy Pelosi is a

48-year-old San Francisco man.

FBI spokesman Joseph Schadler identified the man as Gregory
Lee Giusti. He was arrested at his home shortly after noon

Wednesday.

W. VA MINE EXPLOSION
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Lethal Gas Keeps Rescuers Qutside

BY LAWRENCE MESSINA
AND GREG BLUESTEIN
Associated Press Writers

MONTCOAL, W.Va. — Two full days after
the worst U.S. mining disaster in a genera-
tion, dangerous gases underground prevent-
ed rescuers late Wednesday from venturing
into the Upper Big Branch coal mine to
search for any survivors of the explosion
that killed at least 25 workers.

Crews drilled holes deep into the ground to
release the gases. By evening, a federal safety
official said the levels of lethal carbon monox-
ide and highly explosive hydrogen and
methane measured at the top of the holes were
steadily dropping. Officials by late evening
planned to test levels at the bottom of the
holes to determine if three teams of five res-
cuers each can enter.

“We just can’t take any chances” with the
lives of rescuers, Kevin Stricklin of the federal
Mine Safety and Health Administration had
said earlier. “If we're going to send a rescue
team, we have to say it’s safe for them to go in
there.”

Officials could not say specifically when res-
cuers might be able to go in, but if the readings
at the bottom were good, they want them on

the move as soon as possible, Stricklin said.

Stricklin said relatives of the miners backed
the decision to hold off for now.

“We've asked the families to be patient,” he
said earlier in the day.

Gov. Joe Manchin and others saw only a
“sliver of hope” that the miners survived by
reaching one of the shaft’s rescue chambers,
which are stocked with food, water and
enough oxygen to last four days. Workers
planned to drill another hole so they could
lower a camera into one of the airtight cham-
bers to see if anyone managed to get inside.

“We've been working against long odds
from day one,” Manchin warned.

The federal mine agency appointed a team
of investigators to look into the blast, which
officials said may have been caused by a
buildup of methane.

The mine’s owner, Massey Energy Co., has
been repeatedly cited for problems with the
system that vents methane and for allowing
combustible dust to build up. On the day of
the blast, MSHA cited the mine with two safety
violations — one involving inadequate maps of
escape routes, the other concerning an
improper splice of electrical cable. However,
Stricklin said the violations had nothing to do
with the blast.

Massey CEO Don Blankenship has strongly
defended the company’s record and disputed
accusations from miners that he puts coal prof-
its ahead of safety.

As of late Wednesday, there had been no
signs of life deep underground since the explo-
sion. During the drilling of the ventilation
holes, rescuers banged on a pipe for about 15
minutes but got no response. Miners are
trained to bang on drilling equipment and ceil-
ing bolts if trapped.

Family members could do little but wait.

Alice Peters said she was told her 47-year-
old son-in-law, Dean Jones, was among the
missing, though Massey said it does not know
which four miners might be alive.

Peters said Jones’ wife, Gina, has been at
the mine site since the explosion and would
not leave. “She’s not doing too good,” Peters
said. “They told them to go home because they
weren'’t going to let the mine rescuers back in.
They're still drilling.”

Seven bodies were pulled out after the
explosion, and two miners were hospitalized.
Manchin said Wednesday that one was doing
well and the other was in intensive care.
Eighteen bodies remained in the mine, but
emergency workers were able to identify only
four before methane forced them out Monday.

Schadler did not disclose the charges against Giusti, but said he’s
due in court Thursday.

Law enforcement officials told The Associated Press that the sus-
pect made dozens of calls to Pelosi’s homes in California and
Washington, as well as to her husband’s business office. They say he
recited her home address and said if she wanted to see it again, she
would not support the health care overhaul bill that since has been
enacted.

The officials spoke on condition of anonymity because they were
not authorized to discuss the case publicly.
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Obama Heads
To Prague To
Sign Arms Deal

WASHINGTON (AP) —
President Barack Obama is taking
the first major step in his push
toward a nuclear-free world,
returning to Prague to sign the
kind of arms-reduction treaty with
Russia unseen for nearly two
decades.

The deal goes beyond modest
arsenal reductions, offering
Obama a chance to repair soured
relations with Moscow and pursue
more dramatic cuts in global
nuclear weapon stockpiles.

The new treaty, to be signed
Thursday by Obama and Russian
President Dmitry Medvedev, will
shrink both nations’ arsenals of
strategic nuclear warheads to
1,550 over seven years, about a
third less than the 2,200 currently
permitted. It was a year ago near-
ly to the day, also in Prague, that
Obama outlined his agenda to
reduce the role of nuclear
weapons in U.S. security strategy,
with a long-range goal of eliminat-
ing nuclear arms.

The agreement — “new
START,” as it is known — is clear
evidence of an improved U.S.-
Russian relationship that had fall-
en to such a low in recent years
that some worried about a second
Cold War, with disputes over U.S.
missile defense plans, Moscow’s
2008 invasion of Georgia and
NATO expansion to Russia’s
doorstep. Under Obama, Russian
cooperation on key priorities,
from helping to prevent a nuclear-
armed Iran to opening supply
routes for the U.S. military into
Afghanistan and agreeing to new
arms reductions, has increased —
though not by a huge amount.

Because of arcane warhead-
counting rules involving delivery
vehicles, the real reductions
under the agreement could be far
less than the advertised numbers.
Regardless, the allowed stockpiles
still leave plenty for global annihi-
lation. There is also some opposi-
tion in both countries to the
required legislative ratification.

And, proof of continuing bilat-
eral distrust, the process of
achieving it was far more difficult
than the Obama administration
expected when the negotiations
were inaugurated last April by
Obama and Medvedev. Instead of
an easy lift to be completed by
December, when its predecessor,
the 1991 Strategic Arms Reduction
Treaty, expired, intense wrangling
extended the talks by more than
three months. Complications
arose from Russian testing of
Obama, disagreements over a new
verification regime and other fac-
tors.

So, going forward, further
Russian concessions to the U.S.
are far from guaranteed. But the
hard-fought treaty is at least a
foundation.

“A long journey begins with a
first step. And if he didn’t have
this first step, then pretty much
both of those agendas (the U.S.-
Russian relationship and further
arms cuts) would be severely
hampered,” said Andrew Kuchins,
director of the Russia and Eurasia
program at the Center for
Strategic and International
Studies.

THIS SUNDAY
8 a.m.-12:30 p.m.

Pancakes, Rolls, Eggs,
Ham or Sausage, Milk,
Juice or Coffee

KC Hall

2700 N. Broadway
Breakfast served second
Sunday of the month.

Everyone Welcome!

Best Kept Secret In

Northeast Nebraska

Best Prices

E ntertainment
e, very Weekend

SJ teaks To
) Perfection

!!'r errific Service
& Ambiance

Petite Menu Available
Every Night $9.95

Open Thurs.-Sun. at 5:30

H OTE I 1-800-607.2746
wwwiheargohotel.com
email: argo@gpcom net

CROFTON, NE

VFW .~
209 Cedar
Thursday

6-7pm — Domestic Beers
$1.00
4-7pm — Hamburger/
Pizzaburger & Fries $5.00

Ribs or Menu

Serving 5:30-8:00

Saturday
Entertainment
Kenny Carlow

Singles Dance Basement

Outback Band
Serving from Menu 5:30-8:00

Bingo Wed. at 7:00pm
Sunday at 6:30pm
Happy Hour M-F 4:30-6:00
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P DREAVWORKS.
HOW TO TRAIN YOUR

COMING SOON

Coming o Thectres, 601 )30 ond IMAX 30 5

Fri. 7:30 PM e Sat. 7:30 PM ¢ Sun. 4 PM

Students °2.00 Adults *4.00

Idle Hour Theatre

Tripp, SD

Special Overnight Trip To
Royal River Casino

Flandreau, SD

Sun. & Mon., ® Apr. 11* & 12*

Each person to receive Play $25, get $25 FREE PLAY on your
rewards card each day. Plus, $5 off meal coupon, ride and room.

All for *50 each

(double occupancy)

For Reservation/Info:

HENNEN

"TOURS
1-800-551-5275

Sunday, April 11™, 2010 -

Yankton seramplers

Bus will leave from Fry'n Pan Restaurant
on April 11th at 1 p.m.
(pick-up also available in Vermillion

MOY0CROSS RACE
See It To Believe It!

Signup 7 a.m.
Practice 9:00 a.m. « Race 11:00 a.m.

Call 665-3500

formore information or log on to
www.scramblersmx.org

N, Admission $5
5 & under Free

All 2010 Races are Point Races
Concession Available

(Not responsible for accidents to spectators or riders)

SCRAMBLERS CYCLE CLUB

8 miles W. on Hwy. 50, then 1/4 miles S. on Hwy. 52

(WE SEE TO IT THAT ol )
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\ NEW CONSTRUCTION OR REMODELING ),

HARRY LANE

Electrical Contractor
605-665-6612 or 661-1040

COMMERCIAL * RESIDENTIAL

20TH ANNIVERSARY

Thank You To All Of Our Customers For Your Support!
BU FFET s5.99 adults $3.99 ages 512 FREE 4 & underl

11:30am-2pm « BUFFET TO GO ALSO!

10% OFF ENTIRE MEAL TICKET

WITH THIS COUPON Expires 4/18/10

. KING DRAGON 4th&|v|u|berry,?a%k?:

Hong Kong, Hunan, Szechuan, Open Daily 11AM-10PM
2 Mandarin, Cantonese & Peking Cuisine 665-5688

e, Santonege 8 ReHDE QR o e o S0 20

Pancake Supper

Everyone welcome to join us for all you can

Serving eggs, sausage or bacon, and coffee

eat pancakes or French toast E

Adults 535@@
Children #43%

THE CENTER

RECREATION * SOCIALIZATION * NUTRITION

900 Whiting Dr.* 665-4685 Juice or milk, 50¢ extra

You are invited to...
THE MMC GREGORIAN CLUB
MEMBERSHIP BUFFET

Friday, April 16th — 6:00 p.m.
Roncalli Welcome Center

on the campus of

M MOUNT MARTY

3 COLLEGE

The Buffet will be followed by reserved seating to the
MOUNT MARTY COLLEGE HOME FROM TOUR

CHOIR & JAZZ BAND CONCERT
Under the direction of Dr. Sean Vogt & Dean Rettedal

The Gregorian Club supports and enhances the Fine Arts
and Humanities at Mount Mary College and works to create a
bridge between college events and the Yankton community.

Membership donations provide talent awards and other much
needed support.

Members receive reserved seating at all events, notice of art
exhibits and Great Plains Writer tour events, various lectures,
lunches and the Foreign Film series.

To join, contact Chris Tudor at 668-1292, ctudor@mtmc.edu;
or Vi Ranney at 665-3596. Please RSVP by April 12th.

Join the MMC Gregorian Club and attend our Membership
Buffet on April 16th!

AND! NEW MENU!!!

Available For A

1607 E Hwy 50 - Yankton, SD
605.664.2244
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