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FLOOD RECOVERY

o

RANDY DOCKENDORF/P&D

This road north of Centerville remains closed weeks after recent flooding. On Thursday, U.S. Sen. Tim Johnson
(D-S.D.) toured Turner County, which is seeking a presidential disaster declaration for federal assistance.

Senator Leads Flooding Tour

Johnson Sees Water Damage

In Centerville, Davis Areas

BY RANDY DOCKENDORF
randy.dockendorf@yankton.net

CENTERVILLE — Davis fire chief David Bobzin intended

Thursday to thank U.S. Sen. Tim Johnson for stopping in
the flood-ravaged Turner County town.

to ensure that leaders saw the flooding’s
=\ effects firsthand. The group included repre-

| sentatives from the Federal Emergency

| Management Agency (FEMA) and the U.S.
‘| Department of Agriculture (USDA).
“Unfortunately, parts of Centerville and
\| the surrounding area suffered damage as
the result of tough winter weather,”
Johnson said.

He talked with the officials about the
damage and the effects this could have on
the crop season for South Dakota’s farmers.

Johnson

S5.D. Supports

Montana Fed.

Lawsuit Over
Gun Regulation

BY WAYNE ORTMAN
Associated Press Writer

SIOUX FALLS — South Dakota will support Montana
in a federal lawsuit asserting states’ rights to regulate
guns that are manufactured and sold within a state’s
borders, Attorney General Marty Jackley said.

The Montana law targeted by the lawsuit was the
template for a bill approved by the South Dakota
Legislature this year and signed by the governor. It
says guns manufactured and sold within South Dakota
are exempt from federal regulation.

Jackley said his office would file a friend-of-the-
court brief in the Montana case.

“We joined because we can do it very cost-effective-
ly, there is the impact directly to South Dakota
because of our (firearms) manufacturers, and because
we have a statute now in law that is very similar and
could receive a very similar challenge,” Jackley said.

The federal Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms
and Explosives sparked the legal fight when it wrote to
all licensed gun dealers in Montana last year telling
them they were still bound by federal gun regulations.

The Montana Shooting Sports Association and
other pro-gun groups then sued the federal govern-
ment.

Attorneys general in Wyoming and Utah, which
have passed similar laws, also are filing briefs support-
ing Montana.

“This is our ability to say to the Montana court that
this is an important issue more than just in Montana,”
Jackley said. “We have similar legislation in South
Dakota, we have similar concerns about the expansion

“Federal officials and our local and state governments
deserve praise for the way they responded to these issues
as they developed,” he said. “I will keep doing all I can to
make sure our farmers and ranchers know how to access
the insurance they depend on.”

Johnson encourages the farmers and ranchers impacted
by the flooding to maintain close contact with their crop
insurance agents. The producers need to be prepared to
document their circumstances to ensure they can get the
coverage they need.

After the tour, Johnson said he appreciated seeing the
situation up close.

“It was an interesting tour,” he said. “There was a lot of
damage, especially for roads and culverts. But we have

Instead, Johnson (D-S.D.) thanked Bobzin, his fellow fire-
fighters and area residents for their hard work and courage
while inundated with Vermillion River floodwaters.

“You're doing a helluva job,” the senator told Bobzin,
shaking the fire chief’s hand as he boarded the bus.

During the fact-finding visit, Johnson and a cross-sec-
tion of local leaders toured damage in the Centerville area.
They extended the trip to Davis, which showed signs of the
flood’s aftermath even after the water receded.

Sandbags remained stacked on lawns and near busi-
nesses, as if ready for another round of flooding. At one
point, firefighters filled more than 10,000 sandbags, Bobzin
said.

“During and after the flood, it was a mess,” he said.
“There was a lot of work involved (with the relief effort).”

of the federal government into states’ rights, and
therefore we want you to take a close look at this.”

Montana was the first state to pass a “firearms free-
dom” law. The various states claim that as long as the
guns aren’t involved in interstate commerce, the feder-
al government should have no say over them. The
Montana trial is scheduled for December.

The chief sponsor of the South Dakota bill, Sen.
Larry Rhoden, said the number of states considering
similar legislation offset the sentiment of some law-
makers that fighting for states’ rights is “futile.”

Jackley said a federal court ruling in Montana
would not be binding in South Dakota because the
states are in different federal court circuits.

“But it certainly would set a very valuable prece-
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City Commission Candidates Discuss Priorities

BY NATHAN JOHNSON
nathan.johnson@yankton.net

Part of being a city commissioner is
setting priorities for the community,
and the four candidates seeking seats
in next week’s municipal election say
they will make sure those priorities are
fiscally cautious.

Incumbents Charlie Gross and Paul
Lowrie appeared with newcomers Jeff

ed, Woerner said that beyond the
basic functions of city government —
fire and police protection, as well as
infrastructure maintenance — he
would bring a common-sense fiscal
approach.

“I've said it before, it’s not what we
bring in, it’s what we spend that will
get us in trouble,” he said. “I would
like to maintain a fiscally conservative
approach to managing the city. We

would keep his ears open to the vari-
ous sides of debates and “rationally
analyze” any expenditures.

“We need to look at the difference
between wants and needs, try to focus
on the needs as much as possible and
put those in the right perspective,” he
said.

Getting the best bang for the buck
requires “questioning what we're being
offered,” Lowrie added. “The biggest

city commissioner?

[ think [ can offer a unique
perspective on the commission
by being willing to call a spade
a spade once in a while. Having
someone on the commission
that is not status quo helps
keep a healthy balance and fos-
ters constructive discussions.

2. When it comes to working on economic
growth, do you believe there are potential
Yankton-friendly opportunities that the City
Commission and its economic development
allies have not fully explored? Do you have
ideas on how the city could improve its eco-
nomic development approach?
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