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Toyota: Tests And Documents Vanish

MIAMI (AP) — Toyota has routinely engaged in ques-
tionable, evasive and deceptive legal tactics when sued,
frequently claiming it does not have information it is
required to turn over and sometimes even ignoring court
orders to produce key documents, an Associated Press
investigation shows.

In a review of lawsuits filed around the country involv-
ing a wide range of complaints — not just the sudden
acceleration problems that have led to millions of Toyotas
being recalled — the automaker has hidden the existence
of tests that would be harmful to its legal position and
claimed key material was difficult to get at its headquar-
ters in Japan. It has withheld potentially damaging docu-
ments and refused to release data stored electronically in
its vehicles.

For example, in a Colorado product liability lawsuit
filed by a man whose young daughter was killed in a
4Runner rollover crash, Toyota withheld documents about
internal roof strength tests despite a federal judge’s order
that such information be produced, according to court
records. The attorneys for Jon Kurylowicz now say such
documents might have changed the outcome of the case,
which ended in a 2005 jury verdict for Toyota.

“Mr. Kurylowicz went to trial without having been given
all the relevant evidence and all the evidence the court
ordered Toyota to produce,” attorney Stuart Ollanik wrote
in a new federal lawsuit accusing Toyota of fraud in the
earlier case. “The Kurylowicz trial was not a fair trial.”

In another case involving a Texas woman killed when
her Toyota Land Cruiser lurched backward and pinned her
against a garage wall, the Japanese automaker told lawyers
for the woman’s family it was unaware of any similar
cases. Yet less than a year earlier, Toyota had settled a
nearly identical lawsuit in the same state involving a
Baptist minister who was severely injured after he said his
Land Cruiser abruptly rolled backward over him. Under
court discovery rules, Toyota had an obligation to inform
the woman’s attorneys about the case when formally
asked.

Senator: Nominee Expected Soon

WASHINGTON (AP) — The chairman of the Senate
Judiciary Committee predicts that President Barack
Obama will nominate his next Supreme Court justice in
time for hearings to wrap up this summer.

Democratic Sen. Patrick Leahy of Vermont says he
expects that Justice John Paul Stevens’ successor will be
on the bench for the fall term that begins in October.

Stevens says he will retire at the end of this year’s
term.

The top Republican on the Judiciary Committee, Sen.
Jeff Sessions of Alabama, isn’t ruling out a filibuster to
stop a nominee if Republicans believe extraordinary meas-
ures are warranted. Without Democratic support,
Republicans cannot vote down Obama’s nominee.

The senators spoke Sunday on NBC’s “Meet the Press.”

Thai Protesters Reject New Talks

BANGKOK (AP) — Both government and protesters
mourned their dead Sunday after a night of savage street
fighting that left 21 dead, but neither side appeared ready
to compromise to end the political stalemate that has
})edeviled Thailand for five years and threatens more vio-
ence.

At least 874 others were injured when security forces
tried to crack down Saturday on demonstrators who have
been staging a month of disruptive protests in the Thai
capital, seeking to have Prime Minister Abhisit Vejjajva dis-
solve Parliament and call new elections. It was the coun-
try’s worst political violence in nearly two decades.

Bullet casings, pools of blood and shattered army vehi-
cles littered the streets near a main tourist area where sol-
diers had pitched nighttime battles with the protesters.

The fighting halted after the army pulled back its
troops and initiated an informal truce. However, there was
no sign that either side was willing to negotiate the issues
underlying the protests.

Jatuporn Prompan, a leader of the “Red Shirt” protest
movement — which contends the current government is
illegitimate because it does not reflect the results of the
last elections — said Abhisit’s hands were “bloodied” by
the clashes.

Euro Governments Offer Greece Help

BRUSSELS (AP) — Trying again to halt a debt crisis
that has hammered the euro, fellow eurozone governments
tossed struggling Greece a financial lifeline Sunday, saying
they would make euro30 billion in loans available this year
alone — if Athens asks for the money.

The International Monetary Fund stands ready to chip
in another euro10 billion, said Olli Rehn, the EU monetary
affairs chief.

The promise — filling in details of a March 25 pledge of
joint eurozone-IMF help — was another attempt to calm
markets that have been selling off Greek bonds in recent
days.

Markets viewed the March pledge as too vague and car-
rying such tough restrictions that Greece could not easily
get the money. As a result, investors demanded high rates
to loan to the government as it struggles to avoid default
— rates the government says it can’t go on paying. Greece
has some euro54 billion in debt coming due this year and
a huge budget deficit.

In an emergency video conference, the finance minis-
ters of the 16-eurozone nations agreed on a complex three-
year financing formula that generates an interest rate of
“around 5 percent.”

Gov.: Confederate Flap No Big Deal

NEW ORLEANS (AP) — The dustup over Virginia’s
proclamation for Confederate History Month seems like a
lot of noise over something that “doesn’t amount to did-
dly,” Mississippi’s governor said in an interview aired
Sunday.

Virginia’s Republican governor, Bob McDonnell, apolo-
gized for leaving out of his proclamation any reference to
slavery. He added language to the decree calling slavery
“evil and inhumane” after being criticized for reviving what
many Virginians believe is an insensitive commemoration
of its Confederate past.

Fellow GOP Gov. Haley Barbour of Mississippi said he
doesn’t think the proclamation was a mistake.

“To me, it’s a sort of feeling that it’s a nit, that it is not
significant, that it’s not a — it’s trying to make a big deal
out of something (that) doesn’t amount to diddly,”
Barbour said in the interview aired on CNN’s “State of the
Union.”

‘Date Night,” ‘Titans’ Clash For Cash

LOS ANGELES (AP) — Steve Carell and Tina Fey are in a
box-office clash with the gods of Mount Olympus.

No. 1 bragging rights for the weekend were too close to
call Sunday, with 20th Century Fox estimating a $27.1 mil-
lion debut for Carell and Fey’s comedy “Date Night” and
Warner Bros. reporting the action tale “Clash of the Titans”
at $26.9 million.

Rankings will be sorted out Monday when studios
release final numbers, which can vary by $1 million or
more for some films compared with Sunday estimates.

Warner executives said they tracked “Clash of the
Titans” as No. 1 for a second straight weekend, with “Date
Night” trailing by about $1 million.

“I'm not complaining about it,” said Dan Fellman, head
of distribution for Warner. “They’re certainly entitled to
their own projection, and we’ll see. Maybe they’re right
and we're wrong. Monday will tell.”
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Obama Warns 0f Nuke Threats

Says Al-Qaida “Would
Have Ho Compunction At
Using’ Nuclear Weapons

BY ANNE GEARAN
AP National Security Writer

WASHINGTON — If al-Qaida acquired nuclear
weapons it “would have no compunction at
using them,” President Barack Obama said
Sunday on the eve of a summit aimed at finding
ways to secure the world’s nuclear stockpile.

“The single biggest threat to U.S. security,
both short-term, medium-term and long-term,
would be the possibility of a terrorist organiza-
tion obtaining a nuclear weapon,” Obama said.
“This is something that could change the securi-
ty landscape in this country and around the
world for years to come.”

“If there was ever a detonation in New York
City, or London, or Johannesburg, the ramifica-
tions economically, politically and from a securi-
ty perspective would be devastating,” the presi-
dent said.

“We know that organizations like al-Qaida are
in the process of trying to secure nuclear
weapons or other weapons of mass destruction,
and would have no compunction at using them,”
Obama said.

The Nuclear Security Summit of more than 40

Poles Grieve After
President Killed
In Plane Crash

WARSAW, Poland (AP) — Poland’s gov-
ernment moved swiftly Sunday to show that
it was staying on course after the deaths of
its president and dozens of political, mili-
tary and religious leaders, even as tens of
thousands of Poles expressed their grief
over the plane crash in Russia that shocked
the country.

New acting chiefs of the military were
already in place and an interim director of
the central bank was named Sunday, with
work running as usual, said Pawel Gras, a
government spokesman.

It was a rare positive note on a day
wracked by grief for the 96 dead and laced
with reminders of Poland’s dark history
with its powerful neighbor. The Saturday
crash occurred in thick fog near the Katyn
forest, where Josef Stalin’s secret police in
1940 systematically executed thousands of
Polish military officers in the western Soviet
Union.

President Lech Kaczynski and those
aboard the aging Soviet-built plane had been
headed there to honor the dead. A prelimi-
nary analysis showed the plane had been
working fine, a Russian investigator said.

world leaders in Washington this

week is aimed at securing “loose

/1 nuclear material,” Obama said.

4 He was holding one-on-one meet-
ings Sunday with several of those
leaders.

He said other world leaders
have offered “very specific
approaches to how we can solve
this profound international prob-
lem.”

Obama singled out South Africa for giving up
its nuclear program, and said it “has been a
strong, effective leader in the international com-
munity on nonproliferation issues. South Africa
has special standing in being a moral leader on
this issue.”

South African President Jacob Zuma was
among the leaders Obama met with Sunday at
Blair House, across from the White House.
Others included Indian Prime Minister
Manmohan Singh and Kazakh President
Nursultan Nazarbayev.

“I feel very good at this stage in the degree of
commitment and a sense of urgency that I have
seen from the world leaders so far on this
issue,” Obama said. “We think we can make
enormous progress on this, and this then
becomes part and parcel of the broader focus
that we’ve had over the last several weeks.”

Last Thursday, Obama and Russian President
Dmitri Medvedev signed a new Strategic Arms
Reduction Treaty that reduces each side’s

deployed nuclear arsenal to 1,550 weapons.
Earlier in the week, Obama approved a new
nuclear policy for the United States, vowing to
reduce America’s nuclear arsenal, refrain from
nuclear tests and not use nuclear weapons
against countries that do not have them.

Obama said securing loose nuclear arms is “a
central part of the process, but probably the
most urgent one and the one we are most con-
cerned with in the short term.”

After his remarks, Obama met with Pakistani
Prime Minister Yusuf Raza Gilani. The White
House said Obama praised Pakistan for its quick
reaction to an attack by Islamic militants against
a US. consulate in northwestern Pakistan last
week. Obama also reiterated that the U.S. and
Pakistan are facing a common enemy.

Pakistan has a troubled history with the
United States, and anti-American sentiment runs
high among ordinary Pakistanis. U.S. leaders go
out of their way to assure Pakistan that the
United States will not walk away from the
improving relationship with Pakistan, and
Congress has committed billions in new aid to
the country.

Regarding the purpose of the summit, the
White House said Galani assured Obama that
Pakistan takes nuclear security seriously and
has appropriate safeguards in place.

Obama wrapped up his Sunday schedule by
meeting with acting Nigerian President
Goodluck Jonathan before returning to the
White House.

Register now for summer and fall classes

at BHSU in Yankton

Prepare for a great job in manufacturing

The Associate of Science in Advanced Manufacturing
Degree is a two-year program designed to give

you the management, leadership and technical
skills required in today’s high-tech manufacturing

environment.

Yankton classes in technical and management/
leadership skills are being offered at RTEC in
Yankton. Most classes are held in the evening to
meet the needs of employed students.

For more information: Contact Lisa Wittenhagen,
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A
Black Hills
State University
“Transforiming Lives~

BHSU representative in the Yankton office at
RTEC—1200 W 21st Street, Yankton to get started.
(605) 668-5700 | Lisa.Wittenhagen@BHSU.edu

Skirmishes
Renewed At
UN Climate
Conference

BY ARTHUR MAX
Associated Press Writer
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BONN, Germany —

Climate talks nearly ground
to a halt before they began
in earnest Sunday, with del-
egates squabbling over
how to conduct negotia-
tions for the rest of the
year on a new agreement to
control global warming.

Talks about talks
appeared at times on the
verge of breakdown over
seemingly minor procedur-
al issues, but that reflected
a deep divide on how to
treat the hastily crafted
political deal struck at the
Copenhagen summit last
December by President
Barack Obama with a small
group of other world lead-
ers.

The lengthy battle
ostensibly was over the
authorization of a commit-
tee chairwoman to prepare
a draft negotiating text for
the next meeting in June.

But it provided an early
warning that the rancor evi-
dent during the
Copenhagen summit had
not faded, and that the split
between industrial coun-
tries and the developing
world is likely to continue
characterizing the talks.

After the letdown of
Copenhagen, delegates and
officials appeared deter-
mine to dampen expecta-
tions of a final deal this
year, and said negotiations
are almost certain to
stretch past the next major
conference in Cancun,
Mexico, in December.

“We should not be striv-
ing to get answers to each
and every question in
Cancun,” Yvo de Boer, head
of the U.N. climate secre-
tariat, said Sunday. “The
quest to address climate
change is a long journey,
and achieving perfection
takes practice.”
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Kaiser Appliance Center Rick Althoff, CLU, ChFC, MSFS
2000 Broadway, Yankton %ﬁéfwmg T4 W1, Yarkion 08 6651590 o
665-5700 [FRAMING/HOME DECOR] e
1-800-529-2450 | LilyCrest Cottage 0 Jamions
«Carpet & Upholstery Cleaning | 211 W. 3rd, Yankton, 664-8800 Virtual
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920 Broadway, Yankton |COMFORT FOOTWEAR| W]ntz & Ray 319 Walnut, Yankton
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@ LG A'mana 605-665-9092 and Cremation Service, Inc. | MASONRY |
Www.amana.com | COUNSELING SERVICE | Yankton * 605-665-3644
(WIEVEEVRY A sare prace, Inc. Brent Schrempp
' Terre Berkland, MSW, CSW, PIP |  Garden of Memories Cemetery Masonry Inc.

|AUTO BODY REPAIR|

The Collision Center
911 Chevy Lane,
E. Hwy. 50, Yankton, 665-7670

Justras Body Shop
2806 Fox Run Parkway
Yankton, 665-3929

Riverside Auto Body
www.riversideautobody-gonegreen.com
402-667-3285

| BANKING |

(605) 661-5176

Also online
at www.yankton.net

| DECORATING |
Yankton Paint & Decorating

406 Broadway ® 665-5032
“Since 1964”
eCarpet  Vinyl ¢ Wood
e Ceramic & Laminate Flooring
sWindow & Wall Treatments

Benjamin Moore and Pratt & Lambert Paint

Services Center
Federal Credit Union
609 W. 21st, Yankton, SD
First Dakota
National Bank

225 Cedar St., 665-7432
2105 Broadway, 665-4999

BATH & KITCHEN
CABINETRY
The Kitchen Place

309 W. 11th Yankton, SD
605-668-2168 * 1-800-249-3837

| CLEANING |

FloorTec
Professional Cleaning & Restoration
605-665-4839

J&H Cleaning Services
If It's Dirty... We will Clean It
605-661-9211

Also online at www.yankton.net

Wintz
FUNERAL HOME

Hartington, Coleridge & Crofton
402-254-6547

wintzrayfuneralhome.com
Trusted For Generations

[HEATING & COOLING|

KPH Heating & Cooling
1901 Broadway, Yankton

| DENTIST | ses5-3970

vermillion &% Kaiser Heating
ental nea RS R

www.smilesforsiouxland U & COOlII’Ig

605-624-8695

| ELECTRICAL |
Johnson Electric, LLP

Fast Courteous Service For
All Your Electrical & Trenching
214 Capital, Yankton, 665-5686

L&S Electric

Harry Lane, Contractor
665-6612 « 6611-1040

| FAMILY MEDICINE|
Lewis and Clark
Family Medicine, PC
1101 Broadway, Morgan Square
Yankton, SD ¢ (605)260-2100

Let our professionals help you
with your heating & cooling needs.
¢ Residential & Commercial
o Sales ® Service ¢ Installation
808 W. 23rd, Yankton
665-2895 * 866-769-2343

[
HEATI
& COOLING

920 Broadway, Yankton
665-9461

Turn to the Experts

«Stone Work -« Brick Veneers
For All Your Masonry Needs
Brent Schrempp, Owner

405 Burgess Road, Yankton
Home 665-3423 - Cell 661-7545

Also online

at www.yankton.net

| MOVING |

Bentley Moving
(605) 661-9793
Formally with Vanderhule M&S

| PETS |

Canine Grooming
Center, L.L.C.
718 Douglas, Yankton, 665-8885

[ RADON SERVICES |

Radon Measure
& Mitigation
Certified (NEHA & NRPP)
Delmer Vennard,

Yankton, SD
668-0756 * 661-4690

| WINDOWS |
“MY WINDOW GUY”

Professional

Window Cleaning
Residential & Commercial

FREE ESTIMATES
605-336-3939




