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Source: 7 Names Confirmed On Nominee List

WASHINGTON (AP) — President Barack Obama’s candidates for
the Supreme Court include a new name, federal appeals court Judge
Sidney Thomas of Montana, and at least six others who were con-
tenders when Obama chose his first high court nominee last year,
The Associated Press has learned.

Among the others under consideration are former Georgia Chief
Justice Leah Ward Sears, federal appeals court judges Diane Wood
and Merrick Garland, Solicitor General Elena Kagan, Michigan Gov.
Jennifer Granholm and Homeland Security Secretary Janet
Napolitano.

The president is seriously reviewing about 10 people as a poten-
tial nominee to replace Justice John Paul Stevens, who is retiring
this summer.

Seven of those names are now confirmed to the AP by the admin-
istration.

A senior administration official said the president’s consideration
is not just centered on the three people receiving the most public
attention: Wood, Kagan and Garland. The official spoke on condition
of anonymity because no announcements have been made about the
people Obama is considering for the court.

Vatican Clarifies Sex Abuse Policies

VATICAN CITY (AP) — The Vatican on Monday made clear for the
first time that bishops and other church officials should report cleri-
cal sex abuse to police if required by law. But the policy failed to
satisfy victims who charge that the church deliberately hid abuse
for decades.

Victims, government inquiries and grand juries have all charged
that the Catholic Church created what amounted to a conspiracy to
cover up abuse by keeping allegations that priests raped and
molested children secret and not reporting them to civil authorities.

The Vatican has insisted that it has long been the Catholic
Church’s policy for bishops, like all Christians, to obey civil report-
ing laws. In a new guide for lay readers posted on its Web site, the
Vatican explicitly spells out such a policy.

“Civil law concerning reporting of crimes to the appropriate
authorities should always be followed,” the Vatican guidelines said.

That phrase was not included in a draft of the guidelines
obtained Friday by The Associated Press. The rest of the guidelines
follow previously known and public procedures for handling canoni-
cal investigations and trials of priests suspected of abuse.

Human Error Gaused Polish Plane Crash

WARSAW, Poland (AP) — Russian investigators suggested human
error may have been to blame in the plane crash that killed the
Polish president and 95 others, saying Monday there were no techni-
cal problems with the Soviet-made plane.

The Tu-154 went down Saturday while trying to land in dense fog
near a Smolensk airport in western Russia. All aboard were killed,
including President Lech Kaczynski and dozens of Polish political,
military and religious leaders.

They had been traveling in the Polish government-owned plane
to attend a memorial in the nearby Katyn forest for thousands of
Polish military officers executed 70 years ago by Josef Stalin’s secret
police.

The pilot had been warned of bad weather in Smolensk, and was
advised by traffic controllers to land elsewhere — which would have
delayed the Katyn observances.

He was identified as Capt. Arkadiusz Protasiuk, 36, and the co-
pilot as Maj. Robert Grzywna, 36. Also in the cockpit were Ensign
Andrzej Michalak, 36, and Lt. Artur Zietek, 31.
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Extension Of
Jobless Benefits
Clears GOP
Roadblock

WASHINGTON (AP) —
Democrats in the Senate won an
initial skirmish Monday to restore
unemployment benefits to hun-
dreds of thousands of jobless peo-
ple despite Republican criticism
that it would add $9 billion to the
nation’s debt.

The 60-34 vote killed a GOP fili-
buster against debating the meas-
ure, which would extend jobless
benefits through May 5 along with
short-term extensions of several
other lapsed programs.

Senators in both parties
blamed each other for allowing the
programs to lapse last week, leav-
ing several hundred thousand peo-
ple who have been out of work for
more than six months without fed-
erally financed benefits averaging
$335 a week.

Republicans blocked the meas-
ure last month. Monday’s vote
buys time while House-Senate talks
continue on a far larger measure to
extend them through the end of
the year.

At issue is unemployment com-
pensation for more than 400,000
people whose benefits lapsed but
who would have been eligible to
reapply for additional weeks of
compensation if the program’s
authority had not ended on April
5. More than 5 million people con-
tinue to receive the extended ben-
efits, but 200,000 people each
week stand to lose them if the
impasse continues.

Several other programs have
also lapsed, including federal flood
insurance, higher Medicare pay-
ment rates for doctors and gener-
ous health insurance subsidies for
people who've lost their jobs.

In practice, the expiration of
the programs means that the
newly jobless aren't eligible to sign
up for health insurance subsidies
but that people currently covered
under the so-called COBRA law
retain the benefit. People living in
flood plains can’t sign up for flood
insurance, while the Medicare pro-
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Ukraine To Give Up Nuke Material

Move Gives Hope Within 47-Nation Summit Of Worldwide Endorsement

BY ROBERT BURNS
AP National Security Writer

WASHINGTON — President
Barack Obama optimistically
opened a 47-nation nuclear sum-
mit Monday, boosted by Ukraine’s
announcement that it will give up
its weapons-grade uranium. More
sobering: The White House coun-
terterror chief warned that al-
Qaida is vigorously pursuing ingre-
dients and expertise for a bomb.

At the same time, Obama and
Chinese President Hu Jintao
sought agreement on potential
sanctions to discourage Iran’s
efforts to come up with its own
nuclear weapon.

Ukraine’s decision dovetailed
with Obama’s goal of securing all
vulnerable nuclear materials
worldwide within four years — an
objective that the White House
hopes will be endorsed by all sum-
mit countries at a closing session
Tuesday, even if the means to
accomplish it are unclear. The fear
is that terrorists or a nation other
than the major nuclear powers
could obtain crucial ingredients
and inflict horrendous damage.

Before formally opening the
summit with a reception and
working dinner, Obama held a
series of one-on-one meetings with
leaders from China, Jordan,
Ukraine, Armenia and Malaysia.

Nuclear Security Summit

The 47 countries participating in the surmmit in Washington, D.C., to deal
with the threat of nuclear material falling info the hands of terrerists:
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Judy Treible Agency, European Union are also participating

Presidential aides billed the sum-
mit as the largest gathering of
world leaders hosted by an
American president since the 1945
conference in San Francisco that
founded the United Nations.

In a brief exchange with
reporters at the White House,
Obama said of the summit: “It’s
impressive. I think it’s an indica-
tion of how deeply concerned
everybody should be with the
possibilities of nuclear traffic, and
[ think at the end of this we're
going to see some very specific,
concrete actions that each nation
is taking that will make the world

a little bit safer.”

The talks are a centerpiece of
Obama’s broader agenda for rid-
ding the world of nuclear weapons,
a long-term process that he says
should include gradual disarma-
ment by the nuclear powers,
stronger steps to head off a nuclear
arms race and more urgent action
to lock down tons of plutonium
and highly enriched uranium that
are the key building blocks of atom-
ic weapons.

According to Harvard’s Belfer
Center, there are about 3.5 million
pounds of highly enriched uranium
and half a million pounds of bomb-

Combined, they could be used to
build as many as 200,0000 nuclear
weapons, or about 8 1/2 times the
world’s current total of 23,360 war-
heads.

Not all countries share Obama’s
view that the nuclear-materials
problem is a priority. Some think
the bigger emphasis should be on
disarmament, particularly by the
United States and Russia, which
despite recent reductions still pos-
sess 90 percent of the world’s
nuclear arms.

At a parallel unofficial confer-
ence of more than 200 international
nuclear experts, participants said
too many leaders don’t share
Obama’s urgency about nuclear
ingredients.

“There is a great complacency
among policymakers around the
world that terrorist groups could-
n't make a nuclear bomb,” said
Matthew Bunn of Harvard.

In a detailed report on the chal-
lenge of securing nuclear materials,
Bunn said no one really knows the
likelihood of nuclear terrorism.

“But the consequences of a ter-
rorist nuclear blast would be so
catastrophic that even a small
chance is enough to justify urgent
action to reduce the risk,” he
wrote. “The heart of a major city
could be reduced to a smoldering
radioactive ruin, leaving tens to
hundreds of thousands of people
dead.”
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grade plutonium in the world.

Dow Above 11,000 For First Time In 18 Months

NEW YORK (AP) — The Dow Jones
industrial average closed above 11,000 for
the first time in a year and a half on
investors’ rising hopes about the economy.

The Dow edged up about 9 points
Monday to almost 11,006. The Standard &
Poor’s 500 index came within a point of hit-
ting its own milestone of 1,200 during trad-
ing but closed just short of that mark.

Analysts said the Dow’s move above
11,000 could provide a psychological boost
and perhaps draw more investors to the
market.

“There is a huge stockpile of cash on
the sidelines earning virtually nothing,”
said Jack Ablin, chief investment officer at
Harris Private Bank in Chicago. “Maybe

this can help shake a few people into the
market.”

Stocks have been rising this year on
growing expectations that the economy
will shake off job market weakness and
housing problems. A test of whether the
Dow can hold the 11,000 mark will come in
the next three weeks when companies
report earnings. Investors also will want to
see whether the government’s next employ-
ment report, due in early May, shows that
employers added jobs in April as they did
during March.

On Monday, a loan agreement for Greece
allowed U.S. investors to focus on domestic
economic and corporate news, including
announcements of two big deals.

European Union leaders agreed over the
weekend to make loans available to Greece
to help the country lower its public debt
burden. The 16 countries that use the euro
agreed to provide $40.5 billion to Greece if
needed. The International Monetary Fund
could contribute another $13.5 billion.

Investors have been concerned that
mounting debt in Greece and other
European nations including Spain and
Portugal would stunt a global recovery.

The Dow rose 8.62, or 0.1 percent, to
11,005.97. It was the Dow’s first close above
11,000 since Sept. 26, 2008. The index
climbed above 11,000 in the final moments
of trading Friday before fading below the
threshold.
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gram has delayed payments to
doctors rather than impose a 21
percent cut.

Monday’s vote was a good sign
for Democrats who want to extend
the benefits without cutting spend-
ing elsewhere in the government’s
$3.7 trillion budget to pay for the
program. But a more difficult vote
on whether to waive budget rules
looms as early as Tuesday, and it
could fall to Maine Republican
Susan Collins to decide whether
the measure will advance.

DISCOUNT APPLIES TO LAYAWAYS!

No Discounts on Previous Purchases, Gift Cards, or Special
Orders. Subject to Stock on Hand. We reserve the right to limit
Quantities. THE FOLLOWING ITEMS ARE NON DISCOUNTABLE: Gift
Cards, Under Armour, Stilhl, Weber, Mini-Twist Bulbs, Holland & Green
Egg. For a complete non-discountable list, please see sales associate. A
SELECT GROUP OF ITEMS ARE DISCOUNTED AT LESS THAN 15%.
ALL DISCOUNTS ARE TAKEN FROM REGULAR PRICE. SEE STORE
FOR DETAILS. May not be used in combination with Bomgaars First
Purchase Coupon. Resale purchases excluded.
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