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his drinking, Al was expelled
from seminary. He recalled that
the events also caused him to
“kick my faith to the curb.” He
enlisted in the Army and was
stationed in Germany as a legal
clerk and was quickly promoted
to sergeant.

“I was in the Army when [
started experimenting with
hashish and hallucinogens,” he
said. “I couldn't afford my drug
habit, and being an enterprising
young man, | started selling
drugs to fellow soldiers.”

Upon his honorable discharge
from the Army, Al smuggled
approximately 40 pounds of
hash when he returned to the
U.S., he said.

“I started associating with
bike gangs and other people who
shared my passion for sin,” he
said. “When I was 25, | met a
young woman, Teresa, who
seemed like an angel to me. She
was only 15 but her parents did-
n’'t object when we moved in
together two weeks after we
met.”

Teresa shared Al's back-
ground. Her parents had intro-
duced her to drugs at an early
age, and she and Al sought com-
fort in one another and in the
drugs that dominated their lives.

In 1974, Al experienced his
first prison stay after smuggling
a pound of heroin across the
Mexican border.

“He went to Chino State
Prison in California,” Teresa said.
“I'was only 16 at the time and |
waited faithfully for him to
return home.”

Al said good behavior and
lying his way through a pre-sen-
tence investigation bought him
release in 1976.

“Teresa and I were married in
August 1976,” he said. “We start-
ed using the drug that had land-
ed me in prison. It wasn’t long
before we were heroin addicts.
At that time, whatever drug I
was trafficking, that’s what I was
injecting.”

At that point, the Christian

Digital Photos
Sought For
2011 Calendar

The Yankton and Dakota
Territory Sesquicentennial
Committee is sponsoring a digital
photography contest for people of
all ages with winning entries
becoming a part of a 2011 calendar.

“Yankton Landmarks” is the
theme of the calendar. All interest-
ed individuals are being asked to
submit digital photos of what you
consider Yankton's landmarks to
be. Twelve digitals will be chosen
to include in the calendar and pho-
tographers will be credited for
their work.

This contest opens immediately
and will close at 5 p.m. Sunday,
April 25. Image size for the submis-
sions needs to be 12 inches wide x
9 inches tall (300 dpi) or 6 inches
wide x 4 inches tall (600 dpi).
Digitals must be submitted on a
device that will not be returned to
you. All entries should be submit-
ted to Kathy Jacobs at the Yankton
Community Library, 515 Walnut.

For further information, call the
library at 668-5275 or e-mail kja-
cobs@sdln.net.
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element of his life seemed a dis-
tant memory to Al. For the next
15 years, he continued to deal
drugs.

In December 1988, his life
changed dramatically when he
was arrested for running what he
said was then the largest
methamphetamine drug ring in
South Dakota.

“They gave me a three- and a
seven-year prison term at the
South Dakota State Penitentiary,”
he remembered. “After [ was in
prison for about a year, [ was
arraigned on new federal
charges related to racketeering
and conspiracy. | was facing
another five to 40 years.”

Al was fully aware that the
charges he was facing could
include a charge of being a habit-
ual offender, which meant he
would spend the rest of his life
behind bars. At one point, he
was facing as much as 160 years.
He agreed to plead guilty to yet
another felony in order to
reduce his sentence, but he had
no idea how many years he
would spend behind bars.

“It was the night before my
sentencing, when I finally real-
ized where my actions had taken
me, that [ started asking God for
help,” Al said. “ was debilitated
from liver disease and beat phys-
ically, morally, psychologically
and spiritually. God finally had
my attention.”

In his jail cell, Al said, he got
on his knees and wept as he
asked God for forgiveness, help
and strength.

“When you ask God with all
your heart, God will answer your
prayer,” he said. “I promised that
night that [ would serve Him, no
deals on my part. [ was deter-
mined to serve God no matter
how my sentencing turned out.”

For the first time in years, Al
had a strong sense of peace.
When he went before a judge
with a reputation for “hating
drug dealers from California,” he
knew he was at God’s mercy.

“Usually, when you go before
a judge, you say everything you
think they want to hear,” Al says.
“I was honest when [ answered
his questions, and he was very
skeptical of my new-found direc-
tion in life. In the end, he gave
me five years, making it clear
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that if [ ever came back before
him, I'd never see the outside
again. I've never looked back.

“Bottom line, that promise |
made that night was a prayer to
ask God to show me how to help
other people, who like me, had
fallen into drug addiction, a life
of crime and found themselves in
prison,” he added. “That’s the
reason [ wanted to come to
Yankton. For me, it was fulfilling
a promise [ made that night.”

For the past 20 years, Al, who
was ordained by the Southern
Baptist Convention in 1997, and
Teresa have worked through
their organization, Set Free
Ministries, to reach out to
inmates and their families across
South Dakota and in the sur-
rounding region. They hold a
weekly Saturday evening worship
service and offer numerous other
regular ministry opportunities
through their church. They also
work for the Sioux Falls chapter
of Volunteers of America.

“We approach our ministry
with the idea that, as the
Scripture says, faith without
works is dead,” Teresa noted. “If
you're not doing something with
the faith God has given you, it’s
probably not very meaningful. If
God’s urging you to step out in
faith, follow His leading. You
can’t go wrong with that.”

Al worked at Hutchinson
Technology from 1992-2007. He
also worked at Keystone
Treatment Center in Sioux Falls
and Canton from 1993-2009, retir-
ing as its senior spiritual advisor.
He currently works at Volunteers
of America as a community serv-
ice coordinator and the VOA
Dakotas Chaplain. He coordi-
nates and disciples more than a
dozen ministers within VOA wile
overseeing community outreach
projects and church services.

Teresa serves as an alcohol
and drug counselor for a Sioux
Falls facility and is actively
involved in the ministries offered
through their church. The couple
has two children, Allen Jr. and
Skylar.

Al pointed to Matthew 25:39
as affirmation that Christians are
called to minister to those who
are in prison.

“That Scripture asks, ‘When
did we see you naked or hungry

or in prison?’ Jesus’s answer is
that when you came to those in
prison, you came to me,” Al said.
“Inmates need to know Jesus
loves them. Paul talks in his epis-
tles about being in prison. He
was the prosecutor turned
inmate. What better way for him
to witness about the salvation we
find in Jesus?”

More information about the
Peratts, their church and min-
istry is available at www.set-
freesodak.com.
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Unemployment rates for
Omaha and Lincoln are not sea-
sonally adjusted and cannot be
compared with the state unem-
ployment rate.

Here are the preliminary
labor market rates for March, fol-

www.yankton.net

lowed by the revised February
rates:
— Beatrice: 6.0,6.1
— Columbus: 4.6,4.5
— Fremont: 5.6,5.6
— Grand Island: 5.3,5.3
— Hastings: 5.4,5.5
— Kearney: 4.2,4.1
— Lexington: 5.6,5.5
— Norfolk: 5.0,5.1
— North Platte: 4.6,4.5
— Red Willow: 4.4,4.5
— Scotts Bluff: 6.1,6.1

Sure, you can flip the page and ignore this ad, but
why would you? Funeral preplanning is the most

Pretend you didn’t see this ad

Give your family a thoughtful, loving gift

thoughtful gift you can give your family and all it

takes is a little bit if your time. Instead, why not pick

up the phone and call us today? We’ll take you

through step-by-step and help you as you make your
selections. Think of it as your chance to be
remembered as both wise and thoughtful.
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Guiding and serving families with compassion and trust.
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Funeral Home & Crematory, Yankton
Memorial Resource Center, Tyndall
- 1-800-495-9679 - www.opsahlkostelfuneralhome.com
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smartphone
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BlackBerry

Blowout!
FREE

BUY ONE
GET ANY

CONTRACTS

*phone prices after $100 mail-in rebate for each device, activation &
1-yr. Smart Choice Pack agreement on each line. $9.99 promotional

same low price.
shortercontract.

BlackBerry® Curve™ 8530
smartphone

349%"

of equal or lesser value.
Additional qualifications required.

BlackBerry®

Plus Add Lines

Pearl™ Flip pink

smartphone

$Q99*

€

Savings

Get 3 Months FREE

BlackBerry® Tour™

smartphone
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wireless

alltel.com
1-800-alltel-1

price applies to the pink BlackBerry Pearl Flip, only.

Promotional offers available at
participating agent locations
and the following Alltel retail
locations only:

Alltel Retail Stores
® These Retail Stores Now Open Sunday.

Aberdeen
© 3315 6th Ave. S.E. | (605) 229-6635

Brookings
1707 6th St | (605) 692-6464

Huron
289 Dakota Ave. S. | (605) 352-2001

Kyle
Lakota Trade Ctr. | (605) 455-2190

Mission
563 E. 2nd St. | (605) 856-2525

Mitchell
510 E. Havens | (605) 995-0091

Pierre
© 1005 E. Wells Ave. | (605) 224-5854

Pine Ridge
1001 Alltel Drive | (605) 867-2880

Sioux Falls
© 1224 W. 41st St.
© 3709 W. 41st St.

Wagner

Watertown

Yankton

retailer:

1165, Main | (605) 384-4451
© 1414 9th Ave. S.E. | (605) 882-1111

1100 Broadway Ave. | (605) 665-1935
Shop at a participating

Canton
Pro Cellular | (605) 558-2500

Chamberlain

Huron
Pro Cellular | (605) 352-4670

Madison
Pro Cellular | (605) 256-0088

Eqmpment & promotional offers

Aberdeen

(605) 332-4000
(605) 361-2571

For Business & Government Accounts call 1-866-WLS-BIZZ or visit alltelbusiness.com

at these locations may vary.

Lang's TV | (605) 225-5372
Pro Cellular | (605) 262-6000

Milbank
Pro Cellular | (605) 432-9196

Mitchell

Mobridge
Pro Cellular | (605) 845-3950

Wedmore's Cellular | (605) 234-5531

Select Comm.,, Inc. | (605) 996-0190

$25 activation fee applies per line. See qualifications below.

Parker
Timmerman Cellular | (605) 297-2355

Pierre
Pro Cellular | (605) 945-0563

Sioux Center
Hills Elec. & RadioShack | (712) 722-2541

Sioux Falls

Pro Cellular | (605) 271-6100
Pro Cellular | (605) 323-1200
Wireless Etc. | (605) 334-1135
4511 E. 26th St. | (605) 371-5404
Empire Mall | (605) 362-9494

Vermillion
Your Wireless Store | (605) 624-2355

Watertown
Pro Cellular | (605) 882-9090

Yankton
Your Wireless Store | (605) 664-2355
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Federal, state & local taxes & charges apply. In addition, Alltel may charge hly
may not be taxes or government-required charges & are subject to change. Additional information regarding your taxes, fees & surcharges is available from your Alltel
rebates available for a limited time, while supplies |ast, with activation of a qualifying rate plan. Rebate will be in the form of a VISA gift card. Limit 1 rebate per qualifying purchase. Phone may be returned within 15 days of purchase. If mail-in rebate certificate has
been submitted, Alltel will refund the purchase price less the rebate amount. Customer pays applicable taxes. See rebate certificate for details. Smart Choice Pack Requirement: All new or existing customers activating or upgrading to a smart device, including
all BlackBerry devices, are required to purchase & maintain a Smart Choice Pack of $69.99 or higher/mo for the duration of their contract in order to qualify for the in-contract phone price. Add Lines Free: Offer not applicable on bundled Wireless Internet Plans.
Valid on qualifying, newly activated secondary lines only. New & existing post-paid customers may add up to four (4) new secondary lines, incurring no monthly access charges, for three (3) months to any qualifying primary line of service. New service agreement
& $25 activation fee required for each line in conjunction with phone promotion. Customer must remain on a qualifying plan throughout duration of three-month promotional period. Three Months Free refers to the waived monthly access charge for Aterhas been avardea:
each qualifying line, according to your rate plan. Customer may be billed for a prorated portion of rate plan charges in the first bill following activation. Free access begins upon the first day of the first bill cycle following activation. Upon the fourth
bill cycle following activation, each additional line reverts to the applicable monthly access charge, according to your rate plan. Limit of 4 secondary lines per primary account. Offer valid as of 7/10/2009 & may be discontinued at the discretion of
Alltel. Additional Information: This offer may be limited due to time, supplies, coverage, or participating locations. $25 non-refundable activation fee & possible $200 early termination fee may apply per line. Offers are subject to the Alltel Terms
& Conditions for Communications Services available at any Alltel store or alltel.com. All product & service marks referenced are the names, trade names, trademarks & logos of their respective owners. BlackBerry®, RIM®, Research In Motion®,
SureType®, SurePress™ & related trademarks, names & logos are the property of Research In Motion Limited & are registered &/or used in the U.S. & countries around the world. Used under license from Research In Motion Limited. Screen images
are simulated. ©2010 Alltel Communications, LLC. All rights reserved.

ivity, r

Y. inistrative & 911 surcharges up to $2.19 & federal & state Universal Service Fund fees (hoth may vary by customer usage). These additional fees
& on your monthly bill. Phone Details: Phones & applicable

Offers available at participating locations only. Alltel Wireless continues to serve 2.2 million customers & operate in the 91 Cellular Market Areas (CMAs) that Verizon Wireless is required to divest.

service repr

WIRELES,

Consumer
Information
Code

Quarrt®





<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000500044004600206587686353ef901a8fc7684c976262535370673a548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200208fdb884c9ad88d2891cf62535370300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef653ef5728684c9762537088686a5f548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200204e0a73725f979ad854c18cea7684521753706548679c300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020b370c2a4d06cd0d10020d504b9b0d1300020bc0f0020ad50c815ae30c5d0c11c0020ace0d488c9c8b85c0020c778c1c4d560002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken voor kwaliteitsafdrukken op desktopprinters en proofers. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents for quality printing on desktop printers and proofers.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /NoConversion
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /NA
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure true
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles true
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /NA
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


