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GAYVILLE — There’s a familiar
sight along Highway 50 near
Gayville. 

Since the week of April 5, con-
struction crews have returned to
complete the rebuilding of the
eastbound lanes — a project that
was begun last year — resulting
in traffic being routed into a sin-
gle lane once more.

However, residents won’t have
to wait too long before the high-
way is open again, officials say.

“They’re hoping by the end of
May they’ll be all done here, so
it’s just a month and a half of
work,” said Ron Peterson,
Yankton-area engineer for the
South Dakota Department of
Transportation. “We just had a
staff meeting of engineers
(Tuesday) morning, and the proj-
ect engineer said things are going
good. We’ve got some nice warm,
dry weather, which is real con-
ducive to road work in the spring,
so it’s going well.”

Knife River Midwest of Sioux
City, Iowa, is the contractor for
the $11.4 million project.

The company had hoped to
have work completed on the nine-
mile project last year, but it was-
n’t in the cards, Peterson said.

“The season just ran out on
them last fall,” he said. “They had
one mile of grading and recon-
struction work yet to do, so that’s
part of what’s underway right
now.”

Additionally, the shoulders on
the highway were not completed
for the entire job, so crews have
been working to put an under-
drain system o each shoulder
that carries the moisture out from
under the road.

“That’s done now, and they’re
preparing the shoulders for the

asphalt hot mix that goes on
those,” Peterson said. “The
underdrain system went in rela-
tively fast, the grading is going
good, and the shoulder prep
appears to be going well, too. So
everything is on a good course
right now.”

But reconstruction is the pro-
ject’s main focus, and Peterson
said it’s a complicated process.

“(Crews have to) remove the
old surface, the old concrete, the
asphalt that was on it, reprocess
the subgrade — the dirt that was
underneath — and undercut it
two feet, rework it, relay it, dry it
out, get it stable to a dense state,
and put a new mixture of gravel
on it as a base, and the new con-
crete pavement on top of that,”
he said.

Reconstructing that section of
the highway was a necessity, as
the concrete had originally been
installed in the 1930s.

“It was shot,” Peterson said.

“It had been overlaid several
times, and that asphalt overlay
had oxidized right out. It was
crumbling, pot-holing, rutting.
The road had no shoulders for
safety. So it was in dire need of
construction for the heavy vol-
umes of traffic that use Highway
50.”

It is “somewhat common” for a
highway to have a base that old,
he said.

“Some of that is still under
there coming from Vermillion
westbound toward Gayville, and
that’s in the program for 2012
reconstruction. There’s still a lit-
tle bit of it east of Vermilion from
the interstate to Vermillion,”
Peterson said.

The reason it stayed for such
a long time was financial.

“Money got tight and we didn’t
have the resources to totally
reconstruct it, so an asphalt hot
mix was put over it to add some
strength and ridability for the

short-term until funds became
available to reconstruct the road
and add the shoulders and do all
the safety enhancements,”
Peterson said.

While the project is being
completed, Peterson said
motorists must use “defensive
driving” when they’re in the work
area.

“It’s a reduced-speed situa-
tion,” he said. “There is still a lot
of traffic turning in from the side
roads and those crossovers.
Coming out of Gayville, that
seemed to be somewhat of an
accident spot last year. People
just weren’t watching as the phas-
es of construction equipment
changed.”

The South Dakota Department
of Transportation recorded five
non-fatal accidents in the con-
struction zone last year.

In most cases, drivers pulled
out in front of other vehicles,
Yankton County Sheriff Dave
Hunhoff said last year.

“I think it’s just a lot of traffic,
and a lot of people get in the
habit of turning one way or not
looking for traffic in a direction
they’re not used to,” Hunhoff
said. “It’s just a difficult situation
because there’s so much traffic
on that road. (The SDDOT was)
concerned when we met before
the construction started. They
said they’d do everything they
could to work with us to reduce
accidents and help us when they
occur. A certain amount of acci-
dents happen, and I don’t know
what could be done to change it.”

Peterson added: “Motorists
just need to be well aware of their
surroundings out there, of the
construction traffic entering and
leaving their lanes, and the fact
that all the traffic is now in one
set of lanes.”
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Brunick 
Furniture
207 W. 3rd • Yankton, SD
605.665.5626

Top
Brands

by Kirsch,
Levolor,
Hunter
Douglas
& Prestige

Our quality
window treatments

are the perfect
complement to

any room in
your home!

Free Expert
Intstallation
Free
Shop-at-home
Service
Free
Estimates

GV District Offers
Summer Program
The Gayville-Volin School dis-

trict will be offering a summer
enrichment program for students
in grades K-5.

The first session will take place
from 8:30 a.m.-11 a.m. June 7-July
1, Monday through Friday. The
second session will run July 12-29.

Activities will place emphasis
on reading and math. Time for
physical activity and games will
also be offered.

Interested parents must call
267-4476, Ext. 117. Applications are
due before April 23.

SUBMITTED PHOTO
U.S. Sen. Tim Johnson (D-S.D.) meets with Sonia Hernandez, an
intern in his Washington office. A graduate of Gayville-Volin High
School, Hernandez is the daughter of Claire Packard of Gayville
and Sal Hernandez of Vermillion. A member of the Yankton Sioux
Tribe, Hernandez is currently a sophomore at the University of
South Dakota majoring in political science.

Back At Work On 50
Crews Return To Finish Off Highway Construction Project

KELLY HERTZ/P&D
Construction crews have returned to the Highway 50 area
around Gayville to complete the construction project that was
started last year. Local officials hope the project will be complete
by the end of May.

HERNANDEZ IN D.C.

PIERRE — Attorney General
Marty Jackley warns South
Dakotan consumers of a Robo-Call
scam that has recently surfaced in
the state. 

The Consumer Protection
Division reports that consumers
are receiving automated calls
offering to reduce the interest rate
on their credit card or claiming
there is a problem with the con-
sumer’s credit card. At this time
Consumer Protection has received
numerous complaints from con-
sumers that are receiving these
calls, but as of today, there are no
reports of consumers who have
fallen victim to this scam. 

Many consumers are familiar
with this type of scam, but this
particular scam has a new twist:
the number that appears on Caller
ID appears to be from a local num-
ber that is fake or “spoofed.”

“Spoofing” or masking the Caller
ID information leads the con-
sumers to believe that the call
originated locally when, in fact, it
is coming from out of state or even
overseas. 

If you are on the do not call
registry and would like to report
this scam you may do so by filing
a complaint online at
http://www.ftc.gov/donotcall.

Anyone wishing to report this
scam may contact Consumer
Protection at 800-300-1986. 
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VFW  Post 791
209 Cedar

6-7pm – Domestic Beers 
$1.00

4-7pm – Hamburger/
Pizzaburger & Fries $5.00

Thursday

Apple Glazed Pork Chop 
or Menu 

Serving 5:30-8:00

Bing o Wed. at 7:00pm
Sunday at 6:30pm

Happy Hou r M-F 4:30-6:00

Friday

Saturday 
Entertainment

Idle Hour Theatr e
Tripp, SD

Fri. 7:30 PM • Sat. 7:30 PM • Sun. 4 PM 
Students $2.00    Adults $4.00
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Bus will leave from Fry’n Pan Restaurant 
on May 2nd at 1 p.m.

(pick-up also available in Vermillion

For Reservation/Info :
HENNEN
TOUR S

1-800-551-5275

Royal River Casin o
Special Overnight Trip To

Each person to receive Play $25, get $25 FREE PLAY on your 
rewards card each day. Plus, $5 off meal coupon, ride and room.

Sun. & Mon., •  May 2nd & 3rd

Flandreau, SD

All for $50 eac h
 (double occupancy)

TH EARGO
HOTEL

Open Thurs.-Sun. at 5:30 
1-800-607-274 6

www.theargohotel.com
 email: argo@gpcom.net
CROFTON, NE

Best Kept Secret In 
 Northeast Nebraska
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est Prices
ntertainment 
very Weekend
teaks To
Perfection
errific  Service 
& Ambiance

Petite Menu Available 
Every Night $9.95

All proceeds go to SAR K-9 Response Team & other local charities

Looking for
Obedience Training?

Classes Start
Monday, April 26th 

& Thursday, April 29th
For information & registration 

contact Bill Sohl, Volunteer Instructor,
661-7077 or 665-0844

BUFFET $5.99 adults
$3.99 ages 5-12 FREE 4 & under

11:30am-2pm • BUFFET TO GO ALSO!

KING DRAGON 4th & Mulberry, Yankton
Hong Kong, Hunan, Szechuan,
Mandarin, Cantonese & Peking Cuisine

20TH ANNIVERSARY

Open Daily 11AM-10PM
665-5688

Thank You To All Of Our Customers For Your Support!

$100 King Dragon Gourmet Dinner
Includes soup, egg roll, fried rice, fried wanton,

tea & fortune cookie.  Expires 5/2/10
OFF

14 Dinners to Choose From!

Yankton • 605-665-9884
 OPEN SEVEN DAYS A WEEK

New York Strip Steak

Best Steak In Town!

12 Oz. USDA Choice
Includes Salad Bar,

Dessert Bar & Potato

$1299

.com
Ends April 30, 2010

Out On The Town

BEAU BRADY BENEFIT
Saturday, April 24th

Yankton Elk’s Lodge
Bands 

4pm-Midnight
Doors Open

3pm
Come Out & Support Beau’s Recovery!

Send freewill donations to: 
1st Dakota National Bank c/o Beau Brady Benefit

DOOR PRIZES! FOUR BANDS! 
GOOD FOOD! RAFFLES!

Enjoy a night of camaraderie and 
friendship for a good cause!

LISTEN TO: 
Pisque Mountain String Band, 

Gullickson Brothers, 

Beau’s History: Beau was injured by a hit-and-run driver on November 

6, 2009. He has been hospitalized since. He now resides in Omaha at 

the Quality Living Rehab Center working very hard at recovery!

Freddies Combo
Serving from Menu 5:30-8:00 Queen of Oblivian with James Dean 

and The Top Shelf Stank Bands!

AG Warns Of Robo-Call Scam


