PAGE 8

BAR

From Page 1

inspections will determine that
the decks are safe and meet cur-
rent city ordinances, he said.

“We want to make sure there
is not another problem,” he said.

At least 10 people were
injured when the balcony col-
lapsed, according to Vermillion
Police Chief Art Mabry.

“Six people were taken by
ambulance to the (Vermillion)
hospital, and my officers saw
another four people walk into
the hospital after arriving by pri-
vate transportation,” Mabry
said.

“According to our officers on
the scene, and what they experi-
enced, they described injuries

ranging from bumps and bruises
to very serious injuries.”

The injured persons probably
had an even larger fall than nor-
mally expected, Mabry said.

“Downtown, the first floor of
those businesses typically have
very high ceilings,” he said.
“This (deck) was more like 2 1/2
stories up. | would say it was
about 25 feet off the ground, so
it was a good drop.”

Fortunately, the incident
occurred after the bar had
closed at 2 a.m., Mabry said.

“It was a rainy night, and any-
body in the beer garden would
have been standing under the
deck to stay out of the rain,” the
police chief said.

“Had that (balcony) come
down with anybody underneath,
they would have been killed
instantly.”

Mabry said the balcony col-
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lapse was the first incident of its
kind that he could recall in his
eight years as Vermillion police
chief.

“The deck was four feet by
six feet,” he said. “One of the
(news) reporters measured that
size down on the floor and was
amazed that 10 people were on
it.”

Mabry said he found no indi-
cation of criminal activity or
other violations and has closed
the case. However, he advised
property owners to double-
check the safety of their decks.

“I'm not saying, had the ten-
ants looked, they would have
found anything and avoided this
(accident),” he said. “But as an
owner or tenant, it’s not a bad
idea to look at the construction
of these kinds of structures peri-
odically, especially those things
like decks that are outside and
weathered.”
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year we'll be able to have 11 or
12. 1t just depends on how the
community receives it and sup-
ports it.”

The event is the culmination
of years of work by the
RiverWalk board, which also
includes Katie Hunhoff and
Michelle Kolda, and the
RiverWalk committee.

“I' would just like to congratu-
late the committee, as well as
the community,” Commissioner
Judy VanDerhule said. “This was
no small project, and I under-
stand why it might have taken
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some time to get off the ground.
For (a town) the size of Yankton
to have something like this is
truly wonderful.”

Scheve said the display puts
Yankton on the same playing
field as Rapid City, Sioux City
and Sioux Falls, which all have
similar outdoor sculpture instal-
lations.

“Hopefully, the community
will continue to support it,” she
said. “For us to continue to stay
on that playing field, we do need
support.”

Artists from Nebraska and
South Dakota crafted the sculp-
tures selected. The public will
have an opportunity to meet
with them at a celebration being
planned for May 13 at the 7 Beer
and Wine Bar.

Scheve said the RiverWalk
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volunteers hope their effort
inspires others with big ideas to
follow them through to comple-
tion, even if it takes years of
work.

“I think it’s really nice to see a
group of young professionals
doing something in the commu-
nity and thinking outside of the
box,” she said of her own board.

For more information about
RiverWalk, visit http://yankton-
riverwalk.org/.

In other business Monday,
the commission issued procla-
mations for Police Week, Arbor
Day, the National Day of Prayer
and Motorcycle Safety and
Awareness Month. It also award-
ed a variety of contract and bid
awards for a truck, two water
main projects and various street
department supplies.
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Jerke said. “It was kind of a shot in
the dark. Jason Gant called and
wanted to come down and I said, in
fairness to all the candidates of our
party, I felt that what we should do
is have an evening such as this.
When [ started calling everyone,
they all said yes, because when
they go to the Lincoln Day dinners
it is the gubernatorial or congres-
sional candidates that get the time
and the platform.”

Another aspect that Jerke was
very pleased with was the talent
that the candidates offer the
Republican Party. During the
evening’s presentation, he advised
the delegates attending to get to
know the candidates because they
would be the people working hard
for them.

“These races are so important
in how they influence us at the
local level, maybe more so than
the (congressional and gubernato-
rial),” Jerke said. “...Ibelieve in
the rural areas, so I called Yankton
County and Davison County and all
the counties in between, and we
had representatives from seven of
the eight (counties) that indicated
they were coming. Now the voting
power of those that are here
tonight are close to that of
Minnehaha County.”

During the forum, each of the
candidates was given five minutes
to introduce themselves and their
platforms. Then, each candidate
answered the question of what
innovations they bring to the posi-
tion they are seeking.

Jackley, who at this time is run-
ning uncontested, said that his job
is to represent the people of South
Dakota.
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“l am there for the people of
South Dakota,” he said. “My job is
to serve not only them, but also
the Governor and the Legislature.
... | will continue to fight for the
people of South Dakota.”

That stance was repeated by
several of the candidates through-
out the night.

One question that was asked by
an audience member was should
the auditor and treasurers position
be combined.

“The separate positions of
treasurer and auditor were set up
that way as a check and balance,”
Sattgast said.

A stance that Mehlhaff agreed
with, adding: “As constitutional
offices, we share information as
soon as it is asked for. ... If any-
thing, our duties should be added
to rather than taken away.
Especially if you look at which
offices are the most efficient in our
state Government.”

For the Bon Homme County
Republicans, they hope that this
event is a jumping off point.

“This is a year that people need
to get out and get involved,
whether it is a sign in the yard, a
bumper sticker, whatever it is, but

www.yankton.net

most especially [ would like to
encourage them to get involved at
the local county level,” Jerke said.

“That is most of all what I hope
comes of this event tonight. There
were several people here tonight
that [ am going to be talking to
about getting involved at the
precinct level. That is what was
important about this evening.”

Jerke added that he hopes
Turner County, which recently
held a gubernatorial forum and
Clay County, which held a congres-
sional forum last week, can in the
future set up the forums as a regu-
lar event.

“As a party, our county has
been non-existent for quite
awhile,” he said. “So, we can’t com-
plain and sit back and say there is
no use, we have to be involved.
When we get involved, we do make
a difference. Any one of these state
candidates that are here now know
us on a first name basis and we
could walk into their office for
help.

“South Dakota is a down home
state and I don't care if you are
Republican or Democratic we need
to get involved. | hope this evening
is a start for that.”
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Body Shop

1 2806 Fox Run Pkwy .
Yankton, SD 57078 = 665-3929

We guarantee that everything we do is done in a professional and
hassle-free manner. We don't see our customers as customers.
We see them as our friends. Stop by and see John at Justra’s Body Shop
for all your auto body and paint needs.

= Paintless Dent Repair = Insurance Work
= Glass Installation
= Loaner Car Available = Down Draft Bake Booth
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= Frame Straightening
= Lifetime Paint Warranty

- Out On The Town

T orBiscuits & Gravy
$5.00 All You Can Eat

Children 6-10 $2.50 e Under 5 free

VFW Post 791

209 Cedar, Yankton ® 665-3562

Nebraska’s First Casino

5 miles east of Niobrara, NE
off Hwy. 12 - 402-857-3860
www.ohiyacasino.com
Owned and Operated

by The Santee Sioux Nation

Friday, April 30th

Gas Grill Drawing on the

Just Dine in the Restaurant

Receive an Entry Form

Saturday, May 1st

$2,000 in Total Cash Drawings
$100 Drawn Every 5 Minutes
from 7:15PM to Midnight

3 Meat Buffet $10.00

Game Floor 9PM

now thru April 30th &

$200 Bingo Payouts
Double Cons. $300
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Spemals at
El Tapatio’s

NeXt Week May 5th gth |_502 Fox Run Parkway Yankton _ ]

'EI Tapatio

2502 Fox Run Parkway, Yankton
Just North of Wendy's ® (605) 260- ’I70’|
| Buy 1 Dinner COmbo |

at regular price get

$3@

2"d Dinner COmbo Meal

Expires 5/31/10. One coupon per visit with

m Purchase of 2 beverages. I
Not valid with any

other offers. I

DOUBLET
~ TRUCK STOP MOTHER’S DAY

North Hwy. 81 (formerly Rudy’s) *
For All Your Fuel, Food & Convenience Items

665-9650

104 W 3rd St.,Yankton
605-260-0024 or 605-760-2023
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’\‘Q New This Spring...Old Fashioned QA

Check Out Our New Book & New Catholic Book Sections
3 Local Authors Will Be On Hand For Book Signings

Free Cones For The Kids ~ Try Our New Smoothies

Saturday, May 1
9 a.m. to 3 p.m.

S

Colobrate

Sunday, May $th - 10 amio 2 pm

Featuring an array of breakfast selections,
salads, fruits and bread, plus delicious
dinner entrees including:

Slow Roasted Top Sirdoln with Au Polvre Cream Sauce
Oven Bake Pork Loin with Rosemary Honey Glaze
Seafeod Scampl on a bed of Herb Angle Hair
Mushroom and Gouda siuffed Chicken Breast

Kid's Comer and Dessert Bar featuring a

Chocolate Fountain witih Assorted Dipping tems
Make your reservations today
by calling 605/664-2244

Y Jirotas—
GRILL & BAR

1607 E Hwy 50 - Yankton, SD




