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BY ROYAL MCGREGOR
sports@yankton.net

VERMILLION — The final year
in the Great West Conference
brings the Great West champi-
onship to the USD campus.

The Coyotes boast a new line-
up this season as the roster
includes two seniors, three jun-
iors, four sophomores and four
freshmen. The starting lineup is a
little different from last season
where it had five senior starters,
but head coach Amy Klyse said
she has been impressed with the
team so far.

“Our big thing right now is
putting a new team on the field
and its going to be a process,”
she said. “It is a process in peak-
ing at the right time of the year.”

USD has already played nearly
30 games and currently has a
record of 9-18 (as of March 30),
which is already a step in the
right direction after starting last
year out with a record of 4-16.

One of the most notable play-
ers in her senior season is pitch-
er/designated hitter Mel Johnson.
The senior currently sits with a
record of 34 and leads the team
in hitting with a .327 average
including two homeruns and 15
RBI’s.

“Mel (Johnson) has been out
for awhile in the middle of our
season, Klyse said. “She has been
keeping herself mentally focused
even though she can’t practice as
much as everyone else.”

Jessica Lussman, the other
senior on the team, splits her
time at catcher, third base and
outfield. Lussman ranks fourth in
batting average with .265 average
and has three doubles and three
RBI’s.

The junior first baseman Alexa
Rudeen not only has a perfect
fielding percentage in 127
chances, but also has the hitting
to back up her defense. Rudeen
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leading triple jumper and fresh-
man April Winne will be a benefi-
cial new edition to the team.
Winne is a previous state champi-
on and Fischer said the team is
excited to see what she will con-
tribute. The two freshmen will
have a strong supporting cast,
including freshman Samantha Rus
who finished fifth at state in
throwing.

For the time being, the team
will be working off rust, Fischer
said.

“At the beginning of the sea-
son, we're not in top-shape for
competing,” he said. “We’ll be
doing a lot of conditioning and
working on fundamentals. It’s a
short season, but we're hoping
that during the late-season we’ll
be improved and have good
enough times to qualify for certain
meets.”

The meets the teams are most
looking forward to will be the
Sioux City Relays, Drake Relays
and the conference meet at the
end of the season. Fischer said the
goal for everyone is to get good
marks so that everyone can quali-
fy for the conference meet.

“We’ll be an improved team
this year,” Fischer said. “We have
some really good things to look
forward to not only this season,
but in the seasons to come.”
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Great West Softball Championships Come To
Vermillion In Coyotes’ Final Season In League

USD Softball (9-18)

2011 Season Schedule

Northern lowa (UNI Tourn.) ............... Cedar Falls, lowa
....Cedar Falls, lowa
....Cedar Falls, lowa
....Cedar Falls, lowa
Feb. 13 ......... Northern lowa (UNI Tourn.)............... Cedar Falls, lowa
March 5........ Eastern Kentucky (Rebel Games)......... Kissimmee, Fla....
March 6......... Lehigh (Rebel Games) .........cccocvevence. Kissimmee, Fla....
March 6......... Holy Cross (Rebel Games)..... Kissimmee, Fla. ..

March 8......... Valparaiso (Rebel Games)...... Kissimmee, Fla. ..
March 8......... Detroit-Mercy (Rebel Games) .............. Kissimmee, Fla....
March 9......... Robert Morris (Rebel Games).............. Kissimmee, Fla....
March 9......... LaSalle (Rebel Games).........cocevvevvnnne Kissimmee, Fla. ..
March 10.......Florida A&M (Rebel Games) ................ Kissimmee, Fla. ..
March 10.......Lehigh (Rebel Games) .........ccccccocevrnnee Kissimmee, Fla. ..
March 12.......Columbia (Rebel Games) ..........cccoeveuee Kissimmee, Fla. ..
March 12......Manhattan (Rebel Games) ...........c....... Kissimmee, Fla. ..
March 13.......Youngstown State (Rebel Games) ....... Kissimmee, Fla. ..
March 13.......St. Peter’s (Rebel Games)..........ccc....... Kissimmee, Fla. ..

March 16.......Nebraska.........cccveuerveierrcenrrcienn. Lincoln, Neb. ........... L 0-14 (5),
March 20......10Wa .....cocvrrrrirne. .lowa City, lowa....L 0-10 (5), L 1-9 (6)
March 23.......South Dakota State.........c.ccooerreerrrinnenns Brookings ............. postponed (TBD)
March 25....... North Dakota (GWC Games) .......... , -4, L 2-3
March 26.......Utah Valley (GWC Games).............. Farmers Branch, Texas ........... L0-4,L1-2
March 27........Houston Baptist (GWC Games)......Farmers Branch, Texas....L 0-10 (5), L 3-7
March 30.....Jamestown ...........cccc.ovvvceeeenennns Nygaard Field.............. DH, 3 p.m.
April 2............ Cal State-Bakersfield.... ....Bakersfield, Calif.................. DH, 2 p.m.
April 3............ Cal State-Bakersfield.... ....Bakersfield, Calif................... DH, 2 p.m.
April4........... UC-Santa Barbara......... .Santa Barbara, Calif. ............... DH, 3 p.m.
April 9............ Minnesota........... Minneapolis, Minn. ............... DH, 1 p.m.
April 12.......... Dakota State........cccoovvveveveririsieens Vermillion ....... H, 4 p.m.
April 16.......... North Dakota........... Kansas Gity, M. ........cccoovrrrerrennns noon
April 16.......... Missouri-Kansas City........cccoeverrirnrenne Kansas City, Mo... ..2:30 p.m
April 17.......... North Dakota................ ....Kansas City, MO. ......cccovvrirnnes 11 a.m.
April 17.......... Missouri-Kansas City........cccoeeerrenrenne Kansas City, MO.........cccocerenns 4:30 p.m.
Hartford .............. .West Hartford, Conn .DH, 2 p.m
.Sacred Heart .Fairfield, Conn DH, 10 a.m
Sioux Falls .......... .Nygaard Field DH, 4 p.m
College of St. Mary .......... .Nygaard Field... DH, 4 p.m
May 16-18 ...Great West Conf. Champions| Nygaard Field....................... TBD

sits third with a .273 average, she
leads in the team in doubles with
seven and has driven in 10 runs.
One of the most interesting
freshman for the Coyotes is
infielder Lindsey Boyd, who ranks
first on the team in homeruns (3),
on base percentage (.382), runs
scored (20), total bases (30) and
hits (18). She also sits second in

also handle herself well at the
plate. Zmolek has gunned down

ing to steal for an average of 37
percent, she has also picked off
one base runner. Zmolek is bat-
ting a .213 average and has

Bre Zmolek has been the main-
stay in the catcher duties, but can

seven of the 19 base runners try-
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Kassie Loe is another familiar
face in the Coyote uniform as she
played for Mount Marty College
last season. Loe posted a .274 bat-
ting average, seven doubles and
three triples for the Lancers last
season.

“Kassie (Loe) has great range
and she hits the ball hard,” Klyse
said. “It’s just the matter of her
adjusting to a new level of compe-
tition.”

The sophomore infielder cur-
rently sits with a .196 batting
average and chipped in five runs
batted in. She has stamped her-
self as a key asset in the infield
with a .974 fielding percentage,
which ranks her fourth on the
team.

Another slight difference from
last season is that the Coyotes
are using four pitchers instead of
three. Klyse said the added pitch-
er is due to injuries early in the
season.

“We prefer that we have a one-
two rotation,” she said. “We've
had some injuries that have
affected all four of our pitchers
this season and right now we are
going to go with who is healthy.”

The home schedule for the
Coyotes is minimal including only
four regular season appearances,
but USD was rewarded at the end
of the season as they host the
Great West Conference
Championship.

“We have been second the
past two years in the Great West,”
Klyse said. “Regardless of the out-
come of the tournament, it's
exciting to host.

“We don’t host another
Division-I game here other than
the Great West Championship.”
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COYOTES: Senior Mel Johnson is one of the team leaders both on the
and at the plate.
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knocked out three homeruns and
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batting average (.281) and RBI's
12

“Two of those home runs have

been cluth,” Klyse said. “Both

taken nine walks.

Christine Broders, a Yankton
native, is also having a fine start
to her freshman campaign. She
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e Truck Repair

Chesterman Company

1908 E. Hwy. 50

US FOODSERVICE

OMAHA
Your partner beyond the plate’
Scott Cutler, District Sales Manager
Scott.Cutler@usfood.com
www.omaha.usfoodservice.com
107 Poison Ivy Lane
Yankton, SD 57078
(605) 660-9404

M PRC3uid

301 E. 3rd
Yankton |9EC]
665H-7423 /=

www.unitedbuildingcenters.com

Hair AND
Beyond

Full Service Salon

311 Cedar, Yankton
664-HAIR (4247)

Carmen, Michelle
& Gerri

boasts a .208 batting average to
go along with two homers and
five runs batted in.

have given us the lead in two sep-
arate games.
“She has a ton of potential.”

1501 Broadway
Yankton
665-1222

605-665-2840

M.T. & R.C. SMITH
INSURANCE

3507 £. Hwy 50
Yankton

COORILLY)

Serving the area since 1949.

TO WIN,
ONE MUST STAY HUNGRY.
WHEN HUNGRY, ONE MUST DINE!

A fabulous dining experience featuring:
. Steak, Seafood and Pasta, plus Fresh Salads
. Great Certified Angus Beef Burgers
. Full Service Bar with Over 20 Wines
- 6 TVs and 10 Beers on Tap in the Bar

I’'m Hungry!
Let's go to
Minervas.

GRILL & BAR

1607 E Hwy 50 | Yankton, SD | 605.664.2244 | minervas.net

E ConvenientCare®

Hours: Monday-Friday, 5:00pm to 9:00pm Clinic Hours: Monday-Friday, 8:00am to 5:30pm

YANKTON MEDICAL CLINICs, PC.

Saturday & Sunday: Noon to 5:00pm
1104 West 8th Street * Yankton, SD 57078
Walk-ins only. No appointments necessary.

Saturday: 8:30am to Noon
1104 West 8th Street * Yankton, SD 57078
605-665-7841 - www.yanktonmedicalclinic.com

So Much Care,

Home, Auto, Business, Life, Bonds

YOou R: ndependent

Insurance if IAGENT

SERVES YOU FIRST

ROADRUNNER

Convenience Store
300 W. 23rd St., Yankton
605-665-1332
Your One Stop Shop

Featuring: Candy, Pop, Gasoline,
Dairy, Ice Cream, Cigarettes,
SD Powerball & Video Lottery@

204 W. 4th, Yankton, SD
665-3611

Scott %méé}

Dentistry

“ z/credit union...
it s where you belong.”

1101 Broadway, Suite 105
Yankton, SD 57078
Ph: 605-665-2448 * Fax: 605-665-1404

Good Luck Bucks & Gazelles

ervices
enter
Federal Credit Union

Yankton e Springfield
Parkston
www.scfcu.net

So Close to Home:
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EXPERTS

Patient-centered. Family-focused. Expect
nothing but the best from the experts at
Avera Yankton Ear, Nose & Throat.

o Advanced technology

o Proudly serving Yankton since 1988

Call today for an appointment:
| (605) 665-6820

Averart

Yankton Ear, Nose
& Throat

Member of Avera Medical Group

Left to Right:
. Jaff ahi, C

Avera Professional ion & Education Center

409 Summit St., Suite 2800

Yankton, SD 57078

EAR, NOSE & THROAT

o Offering complete care of head and neck

Opsabl-Kostel Funeral Home
& Crematory is there for you.

Kevin P Opsahl
Funeral Director

Our compassion
Rnows no boundaries.
We serve all churches,

all faitbs, all cemeteries.

Tami Keller
Funeral Director
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. Guiding and serving families with compassion and trust. i
. JPSAHL-KOSTEL %
Penny Gregorio
" /‘,é- Office Manger

Ny FUNERAL HOME & CREMATORY inc.
Funeral Home & Crematory, Yankton

Memorial Resource Center, Tyndall + Memorial Chapels, Tabor & Menno
665-9679 - 1-800-495-9679 - www.opsahlkostelfuneralhome.com




