
place for children to learn and
grow, and to know that Jesus
loves them,” he said. “But, we
also want them to know that
we live in a great country, and
that a key reason for our
nation being so great is the
men and women in uniform.
Truly, soldiers are super-
heroes!”

St. John’s church and pre-
school have remained sup-
portive of Gunderson’s com-
bat service, said St. John’s
associate pastor Steve
Weispfennig.

“We view it as an exten-
sion of our mission,” the asso-
ciate pastor said. “Pastor
Dave is our personal mission-
ary with his trip to
Afghanistan.”

The St. John’s pre-school
staff and children also feel
that bond, said head teacher
Patsy James.

“We have Pastor Dave’s
letters and messages to us. He
thanked us as a congregation,
and he said, ‘You have shared
me with the soldiers and peo-
ple of Afghanistan,’” she said.

“It’s hard to have him
gone, but we know that’s what
being a Christian is about. You
let the message be spread in
all different parts of the
world.”

The “Soldiers Are Our
Superheroes” theme res-
onates with more than just
Gunderson, Weispfennig said.

“At St. John’s, we have
about 50 to 75 people who are
former or current military per-
sonnel,” he said. “We have a
great deal of respect for those
who serve. Dave’s involve-
ment with the Guards gives
even more recognition for the
military and the congrega-
tion.”

That sense of respect and
connection with soldiers is
likewise found among the St.
John’s pre-school staff and
children, James said.

“While Pastor Dave is
gone, he is in our thoughts
and prayers,” she said. “”We
never forget what this
(deployment) means for all of
us. We need to tell him and
other soldiers ‘thank you.’”

James’s father served dur-
ing the Korean War, and she
has other family members
who are veterans. Other pre-
school staff and the children
likewise know someone who
has served in the military, she
said.

“This (deployment) hit me
personally,” she said. “This
theme strikes home with the
kids because so many of them
have family members who
have served with Charlie
Battery (of the National
Guard) or with other units.
They can relate to a parent, an
uncle or a grandpa who has
been in war.”

The 72 children in St.
John’s pre-school, ranging
from ages 3-6, are carrying out
the “Soldiers Are Our
Superheroes” theme in a vari-
ety of ways, James said.

The events include dress-
ing as superheroes during the
week; dressing one day in red,
white and blue; holding an
“Uncle Sam” hat day; and
hosting a Parent Appreciation
Night with the opportunity to
sign cards for soldiers in
Afghanistan.

This week’s activities bring
home many lessons, including
praying for the soldiers’ safe-
ty, James said.

“We have talked about
Pastor Dave being overseas
with other soldiers. We tied it
in with superheroes,” she
said. “We talk about the flag
and what it means. We talk
about the soldiers who make
sure that we are always able
to pray and celebrate the
flag.”

The students have also
filled the hallways with life-
size colored cutouts of them-
selves as superheroes, James
said.

But one wall carries a
striking life-sized silhouette of
a soldier, flanked by the U.S.
flag and the Lutheran flag. The
display ties together the
themes of service, patriotism
and faith.

The display may have
been inspired by Gunderson’s
unexpected appearance at the
church and school, shortly
before his deployment, wear-
ing his camouflage outfit, said
pre-school teacher Christy
Hagge.

“Pastor Dave led a Bible
study in his (military) uniform
before he left (for
Afghanistan),” she said. “It
allowed people to see him in
that role.”

The pre-school staff and
students are offering more
than their prayers for
Gunderson and fellow sol-
diers, James said. “We have
sent care packages to sol-
diers, along with cards, letters
and email,” she said.

The students’ acts of kind-

ness and generosity are not
lost among the soldiers serv-
ing in combat, Gunderson
said.

“This year, St. John's has
sent countless care packages
for the men and women at
this camp. The pre-school is
also in on this project by
sending cards made by the
children,” the chaplain said.

“Cards like these are pre-
cious as they are passed out
to the soldiers here. Each
card brings a big smile to the
soldier as they know that peo-
ple, including little children,
are remembering and honor-
ing them.”

While remembering the
soldiers, the pre-school has
not forgotten the Afghans who
have been caught in the war,
James said.

“In the past, we have sent
shoes and toys for the kids,
along with blankets and
school supplies,” she said.
“Our kids have really connect-
ed, realizing how little that
other children have in those
countries.”

The collection of relief
items has reinforced the
importance of sharing among
the St. John’s students, Hagge
said. “They think more about
others,” she said.

St. John’s Church and pre-
school received a special
reward for their support of
Gunderson and their acts of
kindness for other soldiers
and the Afghan people. In
February, St. John’s received
the Department of Defense’s
“Pro Patria Award,” one of the
highest honors bestowed
through the Employers in
Support of the Guard and
Reserves (ESGR) program. St.
John’s received the honor
during the “Legislative Dining
Out” ceremony in Pierre.

Gunderson said this year’s
Lutheran Schools Week will
hold a special meaning for
him as he nears completion of
his mission. He said he contin-
ues keeping  

“One of the greatest joys
and blessings at St. John’s is
our preschool!” 

St. John’s parishioners and
pre-schoolers are anxiously
anticipating Gunderson’s
return, Weispfennig said.

“Pastor Dave has a sense
of humor. When he’s around,
the jokes are flying,”
Weispfennig said, admitting he
can’t match Gunderson’s pup-
pet show featuring a raccoon.

On a serious note,
Weispfennig said St. John’s —
including the pre-school chil-
dren — is praying for
Gunderson’s safe return.

“We will be thankful to
have him back,” the associate
pastor said. “I think it will be
great joy for the congrega-
tion.”
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Yankton Downtown
665.4904 :: 225 Cedar Street

Yankton North
665.4999 :: 2105 Broadway Avenue

FirstDakotaAg.com

First Dakota is proud to add the experience of Matt to our Ag Finance 

Team. Plus, you are backed by the resources of a full-service bank that 

has been serving South Dakota for over 139 years. Stop in today and let 

Matt’s experience make a difference for you! 

VP AGRI-BUSINESS LOAN OFFICER

MATT TERESHINSKI
welcomes

FIRST DAKOTA

 

HERBER RANCH, KADOKA, S
Selling 100 gentle, home-raised
1st calf heifer pairs, Philip (SD)
Livestock Auction, April 12, 
2011. **40 F-1 Heifers with Black
Angus or Charolais calves; **60
Black Angus Heifers with Black
Angus calves. (605) 685-8093
(605) 685-8227.

LANKENAU CONSTRUCTION
INC., Onida SD, dealer for
Capital Steel Buildings - all-steel
buildings. Lankenau
Construction will do concrete
work and erect buildings. Call
605-295-4926.

BETWEEN HIGH SCHOOL an
College? Over 18? Drop that
entry level position. Earn what
youíre worth!!! Travel w/
Successful Young Business 
Group. Paid Training.
Transportation, Lodging
Provided. 1-888-408-6445
GREAT PAYING JOBS! Statewid
construction jobs, $12.00-$15.00
or more hourly + benefits.
Summer or permanent. No expe -
rience necessary. Hit Pay Dirt!
Apply online www.sdwork.org
LOCAL TRUCK DRIVER
wanted. CDL with doubles a 
must and 3 years experience.
Call 605-765-9429 or 605-765
4170.

Diane
Steckelberg

No One Does Mortgages

www.cortrustmortgage.com Equal Housing Lender2405 Broadway | 668-0800

Quite Simply...

Better Than Me.

1635 Commercial
Rentals

Commercial space for lease: 
1014 W. 8th, Yankton. 
2,300sq.ft. with off street park-
ing. Available March 1st. Call 
(605)760-3198. Leave mes-
sage.

1650 Houses For Sale

1601 Peninah

$119,500

3-bedroom, 2-bath, 2 car ga-
rage Ginny, Anderson Realty, 
(605)661-6031.

2 Springfield Homes 

with Views

804  Maple $139,000

Completely remodeled 3+bed-

room, master suite & kitchen.
1102 Bluff Drive $69,000

3-bedroom manufactured 
home on 2-wooded lots with 
garage. Contract for deed pos-
sible. Lisa Noecker, Anderson 
Realty, LLC, (605)661-0054.

For Sale by Owner

906 E. 15th St.

$126,000

Shingling when weather per-
mits. 3-bedroom, 2-bath, 1,760 
sq.ft., many new updates. 
Spotless & move in ready! 
(605)661-6285.

2400 Cedar Terrace

3-bedroom on main. Full base-
ment with egress. Oversized 
heated garage. Ted Mickelson, 
Anderson Realty. 
(605)661-1640.

3-bedroom, den, 1-3/4 bath, 
finished basement, family 
room, garage. 2002 Cedar, 
Yankton. $116,500. 
( 6 0 5 ) - 6 6 1 - 6 2 6 7 ,
www.yankton.net/2002cedar

New Homes for Sale

Direct from Builder. Check out
www.jwtramp.com

with interest rates plus the soft 
market, now may be the time 
for a new home. 
(605)661-2191.

Nice 1-bedroom apartment in 
the dowtown, all utilities paid or 
2-bedroom house on the east 
side with big garage. 
(605)661-9299.

1650 Houses For Sale

For sale: 2-bedroom 1.5-bath-
room townhome with finished 
basement. Well maintained 
with many updates. 
(605)660-9492 for details. 
yankton.net/2912lakeview8

1655 Mobile Homes For
Sale

Wow!!! Brand new 2011 
3-bedroom, 2-bath single wide 
or double wide shingle roofs. 
Very nice set up in beautiful 
South Yankton Kollar Court. 
Country living at its finest. We
have financing, contract for 
deed with proper down pay-
ment. Start owning. Call now 
Nationwide mobile homes. 
(605)665-0822.

1660 Acreage - Lots For
Sale

Lot on Hillcrest Grand Ave. 
Easy access to Hillcrest Golf 
Course. Call (308)-340-0972 or 
(605)660-1266.

Numerous lots north of Hill-
crest Golf Course-Ridgeway 
North development. Call Kirby 
Hofer (605)665-0524 or 
(605)660-1422.

Whippoorwill Drive, Yankton

8.84 (+/-) acre lot waiting for 
your home. One B-Y Water 
hook-up and Clay Union Elec-
tric hook-up at the road. East 
on New 50 to Eastside Drive, 
then south to Whippoorwill 
Drive. First piece of land on 
your left. Covenants on file at 
office. $63,000. Lisa Noecker, 
Anderson Realty, LLC. 
(605)-661-0054.

1670 Income Property
For Sale

Liquidating investment prop-
erties, 8 pad trailer park in 
Yankton.  Call (712)251-9172.

1690 Commercial Real
Estate

1012 Broadway Ave.

Great location for business. 
Building only. Ted Mickelson, 
(605)665-7407. Anderson Re-
alty.

1700 Merchandise
Like new 3-piece solid oak 
entertainment center. Center 
piece with doors, 2-shelved 
wings $300. (605)664-4488.

1705 Items $100 or Less
9 drawer dresser with mirror 
$40. 2-glass top end tables 
and glass top coffee table 
$40/set. Call (605)464-1572 af-
ter 5pm.

Cordless drill & circular saw 
18 volt flashlite.   $30.00 works 
good  firepit $20.00 
(605)661-6951.

1705 Items $100 or Less
South Dakota Magazine Col-
lection. 9/1996 to 12/2010, 86 
magazines. 8 years in 4 collec-
tor covers. $75/OBO. 
(605)665-0149.

1750 Computers
Computer running slow? Vi-
rus or Spyware Problems? 
Nothing we can't fix! Ok Com-
puter Services. Housecalls. 25 
Years Experience. Call JC 
(605)760-1985.

1775 Home Furnishings
Price slashed 

everything must go!

GE Side-by-side refrigerator & 
electric range. Concrete 
blocks, mobile steps, pictures, 
decor, display furniture, dinette 
sets, coffee and end tables, 
bath accessories, pop cooler, 
and much more. 1804 E. Hwy. 
50, Hours 11am-4pm 
Monday-Saturday.

1780 Items Wanted
Cash for gold, silver, coins, 
bars, jewelry, military items 
and guns. Call (605)668-1000 
Mike.

Buying Gold/Silver Coins.
See Vicki at Pack-N-Ship 101 
W. 2nd Street, Yankton, SD 
57078.

Buying your unwanted gold 
& platinum. TeMari Designs, 
909 Broadway #3, Tripp Park 
Plaza, Yankton. 
(605)260-0446.

1815 Miscellaneous
7 person Caldera Hot Tub, 
with stereo and waterfall. Ex-
cellent condition. $4500. 
(402)750-0066

Beige lift chair. Works great. 
$200. (605)359-8647 anytime 
or (605)665-2952 starting April 
3rd.

1830 Rummage Sales

SAVE THE DATE!
2011 Yankton 

Annual Citywide 
Rummage Sales

May 12, 13, 
14, & 15

Watch your 
Yankton Daily 

Press & Dakotan 
for details!

GREAT PAYING JOBS! Statewid
construction jobs, $12.00-$15.00
or more hourly + benefits.
Summer or permanent. No expe -
rience necessary. Hit Pay Dirt!
Apply online www.sdwork.org
SUPERINTENDENT. HURO
SCHOOL District #2-2 looking
for highly qualified
Superintendent to lead their
2100 student district. Closes 4/
15/2011. Apply: Huron School
District, Attn: Superintendent
Search Committee, PO Box 949,
Huron, SD 57350-0949
605-353-6990.
GREAT PAYING JOBS! Statewid
construction jobs, $12.00-$15.00
or more hourly + benefits.
Summer or permanent. No expe -
rience necessary. Hit Pay Dirt!
Apply online www.sdwork.org

‘03 MONTE CARLO SL, SS spo
package. Red, sunroof, spoiler,
grey cloth interior, 110,000 
miles. $6,000 OBO. Brookings
area. 605-868-4406.
RESTAURANT EQUIPMEN
OUTLET: New & used restaurant
equipment, see
www.Chillmasters.biz for more
info. Sioux City, IA 1-800-526-7105

CATTLEMEN 43RD ANNUAL
Charolais Sale, April 30, 2011.
Selling 125 bulls, 25 heifers. 
Complete records. wienkcharo -
lais.com catalog and DVD.
acwienk@rapiddatasystems.net,
1-800-848-4350. Lake Preston, SD

DAKOTA LOG HOME Builders
LLC building log homes in east -
ern, central & northwestern,
South Dakota. Scott Connell,
605-530-2672, DeSmet; Crai
Connell, 605-264-5650, Pierre
www.goldeneagleloghomes.com

FREE! FREE! FREE! No Mo
Movie Tickets. Watch all mov -
ies, all channels, adult, news,
sports & more. No more
monthly bills. Money back guar -
antee REDEMOTE.COM

ADVERTISE IN NEWSPAPER
statewide for only $150.00. Put
the South Dakota Statewide 
Classifieds Network to work for
you today! (25 words for $150.
Each additional word $5.) Call
this newspaper or 800-658-3697
for details.

WANT AROUND 450 bushels of
spring wheat. Can pay over 
grain price depending on qual -
ity/variety. Call 605-630-4994.
Please leave message.

tardy road reports since the early February incident near
Summit on I-29.

“It’s unfortunate a mistake like that, or a situation like
that, has to occur, but that’s the way we learn,” Madeja said.

Madeja said AAA relies on the state’s road reports when
members call for information on winter driving, and he
appreciates the DOT’s efforts to make sure information is up
to date.

“We are very grateful and thankful of the measure that
have been put in place to make sure it doesn’t happen
again,” he said.

Some motorists said they got stranded on I-29 during the
early February blizzard because the 511 system did not
warn them of how bad conditions had become. While they
waited for their cars and trucks to be freed from snow drifts,
stranded motorists were taken to a Sisseton casino, a high-
way rest area near Wilmot and a truck stop in Summit.

A National Weather Service official said the area’s topog-
raphy contributed to the unusual conditions because winds
accelerated as they came off a ridge in the area. While wind
speeds in most of northeastern South Dakota were only 5
mph to 15 mph that night, they ranged from 30 mph to 40
mph in the area known as the Sisseton hills and a peak gust
hit 56 mph just before midnight.

Cars and trucks stopped on the roadway because drivers
could not see through the blowing snow.

Bergquist said the DOT has established a more formal
procedure so officials check to make sure information on
511 and Safe Travel USA is current. The department’s
Division of Operations is divided into 12 areas, three each
running under four regions. Area engineers make sure road
condition reports are updated, and each regional engineer
monitors the areas in that region, Bergquist said.

The state director of operations in Pierre watches the
entire system, Bergquist said.

“Hopefully, we never run into that situation again where
we have people on the road and conditions are not being
updated,” Bergquist said. “If we run into that situation, we’ve
got somebody to catch it immediately and make sure it’s
corrected.”
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