
been riprapped years ago,” he
said.

The problem is that riprap-
ping, or using fabric and rubble
to protect the shoulders from
water erosion, would probably
cost about $250,000 to do a half-
mile on each side of the road.

No federal assistance has
been available for such a proj-
ect, according to Sorensen, mak-
ing the funding issue an even
bigger challenge.

“I think riprapping that road
would save you money in the
long run,” Mettler said.

When discussing a deteriorat-
ing county bridge earlier in the
meeting, the commission had
acknowledged the need to make
a capital improvement plan for
the road and bridge system in
the county. Commissioner Allen
Sinclair said the Stone Church
Road project is an example of
where the county needs to plan
in the long term and set aside
funds.

“Even if we can’t find a way to
do it right away, we have to start
doing some of this stuff,” added
Commissioner Donna Freng. “It’s
not going to get better.”

Sinclair noted that a bill
passed by the Legislature this
year — overcoming a veto by
Gov. Dennis Daugaard — will
provide more funding for proj-
ects like the Stone Church Road.
The legislation would increase
vehicle registration fees in two
steps during 2012 and 2013, gen-
erating $31 million annually
when in full effect. The money
can be used by counties, munici-
palities, towns and townships on
roads and bridges. 

Yankton County is expecting
approximately $200,000 during
the first year and $400,000 in
subsequent years.

“We want to spend that on
projects like this that need to be

done,” Sinclair said.
In other business Tuesday,

the commission:
• were given an annual

overview of the assistance pro-
vided to the county by Planning
and Development District III, a
quasi-governmental organization
that assists with application
writing, research, project admin-
istration and land use planning,
among other things. Since
Yankton County began paying
dues in 1973, District III has
aided it in obtaining $50,827,991
in assistance. Director Greg
Henderson said that is a big
return on the $495,477 paid in
dues. Commission Chairman
Bruce Jensen acknowledged that
District III had been “quite an
asset”;

• approved a 15-foot utility
easement along the west side of
the new county highway shop
property so a natural gas line
can be relocated from where it
currently runs;

• announced that Lauren
Fosheim, a recent graduate of
South Dakota State University,
has been hired to take on the

county 4-H director position full
time beginning June 1;

• chose Chris Nelsen, Frank
Kralicek, Leland Wiedmeier,
Dean Morman, Craig Hanson,
John Gunderson, Kevin
Kirschenman, David Healy, Erik
Mellem and Darrel Nelson to a
task force that will work toward
developing a drainage ordinance
for the county. Commissioner
Garry Moore will be the commis-
sion representative; and

• held an executive session
for contractual and personnel
matters. No action was taken.
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Dr. Douglas D. Neilson Has Relocated.
Dr. Neilson will be seeing patients at

Center for Orthopaedics in association with Dr. Don D. Swift, II,
 at 2007 Locust Street, located 1 block west and 1/2 block south 

of the Fryn’ Pan Restaurant.

 “Quality Care 
 You Deserv e”

No Referrals Necessary

Surgical & Non-Surgical 

Treatment of 

Musculoskeletal Disorders

• Osteoarthritis 

• Carpal Tunnel 

• Foot & Ankle 

• Shoulder 

• Sports Injuries 

• Back Pain 

• Trauma/Fracture Care 

• Neck Pain 

• Pediatric Orthopaedics 

• Arthroscopic Surgery 

• ACL Reconstruction 

• Total Hip & Knee Replacement 

• Shoulder Surgeries

Surgery performed at Lewis & Clark Specialty 
Hospital and Avera Sacred Heart Hospital.

Dr. Douglas D. Neilson, M.D., F.R.C.S.

Dr. Douglas D. Neilson,
M.D., F.R.C.S.

Product Demonstrations 
and exhibits will include:
• Home Builders
• Design & Construction
• Windows & Doors
• Gutters & Siding
• Lighting & Electrical Supplies
• Construction Products
• Millwork
• Heating & Cooling
• Water Conditioning
• Sunrooms, Fencing & Decks
• Closet & Garage Organization
• Fireplaces
• Financial Institutions
• Spas & Hot Tubs
   ...& much more!

Home
Show

Lewis & Clark 
 Home Builders 
 Association

2011

6th Annual

April 9th & 10th, 2011
Saturday 10:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m. • Sunday Noon – 4:00 p.m.

Landscaping 
provided by

Kiwanis 4-H Ice Center
709 Whiting Drive • Yankton, SD
Admission: $3.00/person • Children 12 & Under Free

Get Inspired...
The Lewis & Clark Home Builders Association Home Show is designed for home owners 
in all stages of building, remodeling, landscaping and decorating their homes.

PROGRAMS OFFERED

$1.00 OFF Admission with a non-perishable food item. 
Donations will be given to the Food Pantry.

A Door Prize Given 
Away Every Hour!

Saturday
11:00 a.m.
Master
Gardeners

Saturday
1:00 p.m.
Yankton
County EMS

Saturday
2:00 p.m.
Yankton 
Fire Dept.

Saturday
3:00 p.m.
Dogs ‘R Us
4-H Club

Sunday
1:00 p.m.
Yankton ATA
Taekwondo Club

While we can’t help you choose the 
best color of paint or the right carpet 
choice, we CAN help make financing 

your home improvement an EASY one!

ervices
enterFederal Credit Union

Yankton • Springfield • Parkston • www.scfcu.net
The Credit Union...It’s Where You Belong!

Come see us today and let us 
help you with a no-hassle loan!

KELLY HERTZ/P&D
A reception was held in the Yankton County Commission
Chambers Tuesday afternoon to recognize Joe Gill for his 25 years
of service with the Yankton County Emergency Medical Services.
Gill has been a volunteer emergency medical technician since
1986. When presenting Gill with a plaque at the reception,
Commission Chairman Bruce Jensen praised him for the sacrifices
he has made to serve area residents.

w w w . y a n k t o n . n e t
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GOT
NEWS?
Call The P&D 

At 665-7811

truck’s large size prevents its
access to the area of the fire.

While the department
receives numerous requests to
do controlled burns of buildings,
Nickles said they only get three
or four structures each year that
they can actually do. 

“We’ll go out and make an
evaluation of them, but we can’t
do them all,” he said.
“Sometimes it just won’t work.
There might be too many high-
line wires or the exposures
could be too close. Sometimes
it’s the wind. We were going to
do a building on Broadway last
year, but the wind wouldn’t
cooperate, so we just ended up
canceling it.”

Nickles said the wind is an
important factor when consider-
ing the effects the burns will
have on other structures. If the
wind threatens to push the
smoke into other homes or hous-
ing developments, the depart-
ment won’t do the exercise.

Once the fire department

decides to burn a structure, the
emphasis is always placed on
safety.

“We make sure everyone is in
the right place with the right
equipment,” Nickles said. “We
watch which way the heat is
going to go, and we make sure
we have plenty of water, obvi-
ously. We also take a look at
what the building is made of and
make sure the power and water
are off and the gas is cut.”

Surprisingly, the biggest prob-
lem the fire department encoun-
ters is the actual lighting of the
fire. The firefighters are not
allowed to use any fuel. Instead,
they make a pile to burn inside
the building and light it with a
forestry drip torch.

“It doesn’t always work as
well as one would think,” Nickles
said.

Even though it can be difficult
to get the right conditions to
start and execute a controlled
burn, Nickles said the exercises
are well worth it.

“I’ve been doing this as long
as I’ve been a fireman,” he said.
“It teaches us a lot. It teaches us
about fire behavior, safety, pretty
much all aspects we try to do.”

BURN
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