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Ivory Coast Under

Heavy Arms Fire

ABIDJAN, Ivory Coast (AP)
— Heavy arms fire rang out
Wednesday near the home of
the country’s strongman who
remained holed up in a subter-
ranean bunker, as forces back-
ing his rival assaulted the resi-
dence to try to force him out,
diplomats and witnesses said.

Forces protecting Laurent
Gbagbo appeared to rally
Wednesday night, pushing back
the armed group fighting to
install democratically elected
president Alassane Ouattara.

A spokesman for Quattara’s
fighters, Yves Doumbia, said
their forces breached the gates
of the ruler’s compound, only
‘;o be repelled by heavy arms
ire.

Gbagbo has suffered debili-
tating losses in the past two
days. United Nations Mi-24 heli-
copters attacked and
destroyed his arms depots on
Monday.

Saudi Chief Says Iran
Exploiting Unrest

RIYADH, Saudi Arabia (AP)
— Defense Secretary Robert
Gates tried to smooth the
worst rift in years with Arab
ally and oil producer Saudi
Arabia on Wednesday, reassur-
ing the Saudi king that the U.S.
remains a steady friend despite
support for pro-democracy rev-
olutions in the Middle East.

The Saudi king, looking thin
after months of medical treat-
ment in the United States and
elsewhere, welcomed Gates for
what the Pentagon chief later
said was a cordial and warm
visit.

The hospitality masked
deep unease among Saudi
Arabia’s aged leadership about
what the political upheaval in
the Middle East means for its
hold on power, its role as the
chief counterweight to a rising
Iran, and its changed relation-
ship with the United States.

In a sign of the depth of the
Obama administration’s con-
cern about the political earth-
quake that has shaken the
region, including the island of
Bahrain off Saudi Arabia’s
Persian Gulf coast, this was
Gates’ third trip to the area in
the past month. He has echoed
Secretary of State Hillary
Rodham Clinton’s cautioning of
authoritarian Arab govern-
ments on the risks of moving
too slowly in response to
peaceful protests for political
freedom.

Saudi Arabia views the
threat of a nuclear strike from
Iran as a far larger issue than
the drive for political freedoms
in Egypt and elsewhere.

Fox News To End
Relationship Beck

NEW YORK (AP) — Glenn
Beck later this year will end
his Fox News Channel talk
show, which has sunk in the
ratings and has suffered from
an advertiser boycott.

Fox and Beck’s company,
Mercury Radio Arts, said
Wednesday they will stay in
business creating other proj-
ects for Fox television and dig-
ital, starting with some docu-
mentaries Beck is preparing.

Beck was a quick burn on
Fox News Channel. Almost
immediately after joining the
network in January 2009, he
doubled the ratings at his
afternoon time slot. Fans
found his conservative pop-
ulism entertaining, while
Comedy Central’s Stephen
Colbert described Beck’s
“crank up the crazy and rip off
the knob” moments.

He was popular with Tea
Party activists and drew thou-
sands of people to the
National Mall in Washington
last August for a “restoring
honor” rally.

Yet some of his statements
were getting him in trouble,
and critics appealed to adver-
tisers to boycott his show last
summer after Beck said
President Barack Obama had
“a deep-seated hatred for
white people.”

MORNING
COFFEE

Thursday
7:40 Greg Hill
8:15 Carla Addy/Susan Schavee
8:45 Noreen Gibson
Friday
7:40 SD Magazine
8:15 Barb Clayton
8:45 Bruce Schield
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Gadhafi, In Letter, Asks Obama To End Strikes

BY MATTHEW LEE
Associated Press

Libyan leader Moammar
Gadhafi has appealed directly to
President Barack Obama to halt
what the Libyan leader called
"an unjust war," and wished
Obama good luck in his bid for
re-election next year.

In a rambling, three-page let-
ter to Obama obtained
Wednesday by The Associated
Press, Gadhafi implored Obama
to stop the NATO-led air cam-
paign, which the Libyan called
an "unjust war against a small
people of a developing country."

"You are a man who has
enough courage to annul a
wrong and mistaken action,"
Gadhafi wrote in the letter that
was sent to the State
Department and forwarded
immediately to the White House,
according to a U.S. official who
has seen the letter. "l am sure
that you are able to shoulder the
responsibility for that."

"To serving world peace ...
Friendship between our peoples

... and for the sake of economic,
and security cooperation against
terror, you are in a position to
keep Nato (NATO) off the Libyan
affair for good," Gadhafi wrote.

White House press secretary
Jay Carney confirmed that the
White House received a letter
from Gadhafi.

As for Gadhafi's call for a
ceasefire, Carney appeared to
dismiss it for now.

"The conditions the president
laid out are clear," Carney told
reporters traveling with Obama
to New York Wednesday
afternoon.

In the letter, received earlier
Wednesday, Gadhafi says his
country had been hurt more
morally than physically by the
NATO campaign and that a dem-
ocratic society could not be
built through missiles and air-
craft. He also repeated his claim
that his foes are members of the
al-Qaida terrorist network.

The letter, composed in for-
mal but stilted English, includes
numerous spelling and grammat-
ical errors.

AKIRA SUWA/PHILADELPHIA INQUIRERIMCT
President Barack Obama speaks at a town hall meeting in Fairless
Hills, Pennsylvania, Wednesday. He did not acknowledge the letter
received from Libyan leader Moammar Gadhafi calling for Obama

to call off NATO air strikes on Libya.

"Our dear son, Excellency,
Baraka Hussein Abu oumama,
your intervention is the name of
the U.S.A. is a must, so that Nato

Wis. Voters Send Gov. Angry Message

MADISON, Wis. (AP) —
Wisconsin voters sent Republican
Gov. Scott Walker a clear message
about their unhappiness with his
muscling through a law restricting
union rights by sending a once
runaway state Supreme Court race
toward a near-certain recount and
filling the governor’s former post
with a Democrat.

While Walker downplayed the
significance of Tuesday’s elections
on Wednesday, saying they were
skewed by exceptional turnout in
the liberal cities of Madison and
Milwaukee, Democrats warned
they were only a sign of what’s to
come. Recall efforts have been
launched against 16 state senators

from both parties for their support

or opposition to the bill eliminat-
ing most public employees’
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collective bargaining rights.
In the most closely watched
race, a little-known assistant state

attorney harnessed union support-

ers’ anger to come from behind
and possibly unseat a Wisconsin
Supreme Court justice often asso-
ciated with Walker.

Justice David Prosser won a
nonpartisan, four-way primary
with 55 percent of the vote. The
general election was expected to
be a runaway after second-place
finisher JoAnne Kloppenburg got
half as many votes.

But Wednesday, unofficial
returns showed Kloppenburg with
a slim 204-vote lead over Prosser.
His campaign has said a recount is
expected.

In another significant race,
Democrat Chris Abele bested

Republican state Rep. Jeff Stone to
become the next Milwaukee
County executive.

Walker discounted Abele’s
win, saying Milwaukee County is
historically Democratic. He also
chalked up the close Supreme
Court race to heavy voting in
Milwaukee and Madison. Turnout
in the state capital, which was
rocked by three weeks of protests
that drew as many as 85,000 peo-
ple to one rally, was 54 percent —
twice the level usually seen in an
April election.

“You have two very different
worlds in this state,” the gover-
nor said. “You have a world driv-
en by Madison and a world driv-
en by everybody else out across
the state of Wisconsin.”
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Graduation

Friday, April 8"

3pm to 7pm

Saturday, April 9*

10am-4pm

It's the biggest day of a student’s life, so make sure it’s one to remember with
a delicious assortment of their favorite foods. Pick up a copy of the 2011
Graduation Party Planner and let our professional staff take care of the rest.
Hy-Vee Produce/Salad Bar

Hy-Vee Kitchen

Fresh salads, smokies, chicken wings,
meatballs, BBQ pork or beef.

Hy-Vee Delicatessen

Meat & cheese trays, party subs, cocktail
sandwiches, fiesta tacos trays, roll-ups.

Hy-Vee Bakery
Sheet cakes, cocktail buns.

Fruit/vegetable trays, watermelon boats,

fruit & veggie pizzas, dips.

bouquets.

Hy-Vee Floral
Floral centerpieces, balloons, balloon

10% Discount For Orders

FIRST DAKOTA AG BANKING

COMMITTED

First Dakota recognizes and appreciates the important role agriculture
plays in the health of our local and national economy. You'll feel
confident knowing the financial products and services we provide
will enable you to grow and run a more successful business.

Placed During The Graduation Show!

Stop in and visit the Yankton Ag team today — you need a First
Dakota Ag Banker on your side.

(NATO) would withdraw finally
from the Libyan affair," Gadhafi
wrote. "Libya should be left to
Libyans within the African union

frame."

Gadhafi said his country had
already been unfairly subjected
to "a direct military armed
aggression” ordered by then-
President Ronald Reagan, who
famously called the leader the
"Mad Dog of the Middle East," in
1986, as well as earlier rounds of
U.S. and international sanctions.

Although he listed a litany of
complaints, Gadhafi said he
bears no ill will toward Obama.

"We have been hurt more
morally (than) physically
because of what had happened
against us in both deeds and
words by you," he wrote.
"Despite all this you will always
remain our son whatever hap-
pened. We still pray that you
continue to be president of the
U.S.A. We Endeavour and hope
that you will gain victory in the
new election campaigne."

The letter, dated April 5, 2011
in Tripoli is signed by "Mu'aumer
Qaddaffi, Leader of the
Revolution."

ASK SHERWIN-WILLIAMS
DURING THE

3-DAY
SUPER SALE

APRIL 8™-10™

OFF
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©2011The Sherwin-Williams Company.

10 %

wallcove: my

COME IN NOW AND SAVE!

Find a store near you at
sherwin-williams.com

*Retail sales only. Discount taken off of full retail price. Sale pricing or other offers that result in greater savings will
supersede this offer. Excludes Multi Purpose primer, Design Basics® paint, Minwax® Wood Finishes Quarts, Duration
Exterior (in Canada only), ladders, spray equipment & accessories and gift cards. Other exdusions may apply. See store for
details. Not valid on previous purchases. Valid only at Sherwin-Williams and Sherwin-Williams operated retail paint stores.
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Yankton Downtown 665.4904 :: 225 Cedar Street
Yankton North 665.4999 :: 2105 Broadway Avenue




