LCTC Set For Its 50th

Theatre Group
Preps For Its
New Season,

Changes To
Dakota Theatre

BY SHAUNA MARLETTE
shauna.marlette @yankton.net

If you had asked a small group
of theatre fans 50 years ago what
their hopes for Yankton’s infant
Lewis and Clark Theatre
Company (LCTC) were, most like-
ly you would have received
answers along the lines of want-
ing to continue the theatre tradi-
tion that Yankton College had cul-
tivated; perhaps more likely, it
was just plain fun for everyone.

Had you asked them if they
expected that same dream 50
years later to be a vibrant, grow-
ing centerpiece in downtown
Yankton, the idea probably
wouldn’t have entered their
minds.

“There is a familiar quote that
says, ‘All great things are only a
number of small things that have
carefully been collected togeth-
er,”” said LCTC executive director
Chuck Lambertz. “That idea is no
truer than when looking at the
Lewis and Clark Theatre
Company, which is celebrating its
50th anniversary season this
year. In 1961, when the Lewis and
Clark Playhouse was developed,
the group did not even have a
facility. They used the boathouse
at the lake and the Garden
Terrace Amphitheater on Yankton
College’s campus. But, they
pushed forward and developed
their first season — two shows —
for summer 1962.”

Now entering its 50th season,
LCTC has expanded the number
of season shows to six and offers
a range of extra performances,
including concerts, lectures, con-
tests and much more throughout
the year. The group has built a
costume shop that features more
than 10,000 items and a props
shop second to none in the state.

“We have benefited in that we
have always had a very active
group of supporters in the com-
munity,” Lambertz said. “That
support has been what has given
us the opportunity to continue to
grow and expand, from building
the first playhouse at the lake in
1964 to having a group of citizens
buy the Dakota Theatre in 1990
and give it to us in 1991 for our
permanent home. That generosi-
ty, year by year, is what has
helped us to grow to be one of
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Lewis and Clark Theatre Co. executive director Chuck Lamberiz
stands in front of the Dakota Theatre in downtown Yankton, which
has served as the LCTC’s home for 20 years. The group’s 50th
season launches in June with the “History of Yankton” pageant,
followed by the musical “A Funny Things Happened on the Way
to the Forum.” (Shauna Marlette/P&D)

“We have benefited in that we have
always had a very active group of support-
ers in the community. That support has

been what has given us the opportunity to
continue to grow and expand ...”

CHUCK LAMBERTZ

the best community theaters in
the region, not just the state.”

Beginning in June, the 2011-
2012 season will kick off with a
special free show celebrating
both the 50th year of the Lewis
and Clark Theatre Company and
the 150th year of Yankton.

“The first show is called ‘A
History of Yankton,” Lambertz
said. “This will be the third time
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Breakfast Buflet

Served 7am-2pm

Enticing selection of eggs, sausage, bacon, pancakes,

french toast, potatoes, fruits and muffins.

Easter Brunch

Served 10am-2pm

All you care to eat from our breakfast items,

plus ham, chicken & roast beef
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it is being performed in Yankton.
It was originally written and per-
formed in 1904. It was performed
in the 1960s at the celebration of
the 100th anniversary, and now
we will be performing it again this
summer.”

Sponsored by the City of
Yankton, LCTC, and MT & RC

2100 Broadway, Yankton
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Kids 12 & Under Eat FREE!

with paid adult buffet

Pharmacy 665-8261
Floral Dept. 665-0662
- 665-3412

HEN You SIGN UP & VIEW
OUR FIRST eSTATEMENT*

THIS

BEARTHDAY

GO GREEN with eStatements

eStatements are electronic and that saves
paper...and trees! Plus, eStatements are free,
safe and easy to access. To sign up, go to
firstdakota.com today!

665-7432 Yankton Downtown * 225 Cedar Street
665-4999 Yankton North 2105 Broadway Avenue
firstdakota.com wember Foic

* The $20 will be deposited into your checking account once your
first eStatement is viewed.
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Brighten Someone's
Seeretaries
Weel

Mention this
ad & receive
FREE Delivery!
Offer expires 4/29/11

Local in-town
delivery only

A gift of fresh flowers is the perfect way to say “thanks” to the person
who makes your workday run smoothly. We have a variety of beautiful
arrangements available in every price range, and we'll be happy to create
a custom bouquet incorporating your secretary's favorite florals or colors.

pied piper Howers

15th & Broadway e Yankton, SD ® www.piedpiperflowers.com

665-7700




