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SDNG Public Affairs Office

VOLK FIELD, Wisc. — Soldiers
from the South Dakota Army Na-
tional Guard's 196th Maneuver
Enhancement Brigade stepped
off of a plane onto U.S. soil
Thursday, April 28 at Volk Field,
Wis., after spending one year de-
ployed to Afghanistan in support
of Operation Enduring Freedom.

The Soldiers of the 196th MEB
spent the past year operating as
an Area Support Group (ASG)
command for the Kabul Base
Cluster (KBC), improving secu-
rity and base infrastructure of
U.S. and coalition military instal-
lations throughout the capital of
Kabul.

The commander of U.S. and
NATO forces in Afghanistan, Gen.
David Petraeus thanked the
196th for their accomplishments
and hard work during their de-
ployment said Brig. Gen.
Theodore Johnson, the 196th
commander.

“General Petraeus said him-
self that he is very proud of us,”
said Johnson.  “There is no ques-
tion that all nine bases are more
secure and the Soldiers have a
better quality of life because of
our mission.”

Now that the Soldiers are
back in the U.S., they will spend
the next several days going
through health assessments and
paperwork to prepare for release
from active federal duty to the
South Dakota Army National
Guard. 

“It is phenomenal,” said John-
son. “Words can't describe what
it feels like landing here in Wis-
consin.  I have a whole new

appreciation for living in a peace-
ful country, compared to where
we were the past year.”

When Soldiers are 6,000 miles
from loved ones for an entire
year, they tend to visualize what
they will do when they finally re-
unite with their family, said Staff
Sgt. Robert Schmidt, a member
of the general's movement and
personal security detail team
while in Afghanistan.

“I have been visualizing my
homecoming since the day we
left,” said Schmidt.  “My 4-year-
old said she is going to give me
my first hug.  My 5-month-old will
get my second and my wife will
get the last hug.  I am very ex-
cited to see my family.”

The 196th MEB will have a
welcome home ceremony date,
time and location to be
determined. 
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 HEADLINING MUSIC

 Celebrating 150 years of history...

 Join us for music, food and festivities.

 June 2-5, 2011
 For a detailed schedule, parking map, history & more info, go to www.cityofyankton.org/150
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 ALL MUSIC ON FRIDAY & SATURDAY 
 WILL BE HELD AT MEMORIAL PARK

 Boring 
 Daylights 
 w/Sarah 
 Benck
  6:00 p.m.

 The Nadas    7:30 p.m.

 Janitor 
 Bob
 6:00 p.m.

 Kory & The Fireflies     7:30 p.m.

 The Austin 
 Buescher Band
 4:30 p.m.

 Mrs. Begley & The Boys
 3:00 p.m.

 Luxury Home
 on the Bluffs

 of the Missouri River
 Through the gated courtyard and
 massive wood front door, you 
 are greeted with sophistication 
 and splendor.

 •3 bedrooms
 •4 baths
 •4,974 sq. ft.
 •Turn key

 Breathtaking views of water, 
 woods, and wildlife are 
 available throughout this 
 spacious home.

 807 3rd Street,
 Yankton, SD

 www.807LuxuryRiverHome.com

 Sally & Terry,  Broker Assoc.

 660.5352, 660.6679
 www.SallyandTerry.com

 Lewis & Clark Realty, Inc .
 www.yanktonareahomes.com

 Call for your personal tour

Saturday, 4.30.11
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St. Helena Man Injured In Tractor Accident
From P&D Staff Reports

A rural St. Helena, Neb., man was injured Friday when he be-
came trapped under his tractor after it flipped over in the mud.

According to the Yankton Fire Department, the Wynot emer-
gency responders were summoned at approximately 3:10 p.m.
Crews had difficulty stabilizing the tractor in the shifting mud, so
Yankton emergency crews were called in to assist. Airbags were
used to lift the tractor up and extract the victim.

The operator of the tractor was transported by air to a Sioux
City medical facility. His injuries were unknown. 

Grass Clippings Accepted At Transfer Station
The City of Yankton Transfer Station will begin accepting ONLY

grass clippings in the evenings from 6-8 p.m. on Wednesday, May 4,
2011. 

Beginning on that date, the Transfer Station will be open on
Wednesday evenings until further notice. Grass clippings may also
be taken to the Transfer Station during normal business hours of 8
a.m. to 3:45 p.m. Monday through Saturday. The City of Yankton
would like to remind everyone to please keep foreign materials,
such as garbage, tree limbs and branches, batteries of all kinds and
all other items out of the grass clippings. Empty all leaf and grass
bags on the pile and dispose of bags in dumpster next to the grass
pile. 

The Yankton County Transfer Station sincerely requests the
publics’ cooperation with the grass clippings.

If you have any questions, contact the City of Yankton Transfer
Station at 668-5212.

Crest Road To Be Closed Monday, May 2
The road that crosses Gavins Point Dam, also known as Crest

Road or the spillway, will be closed on Monday, May 2, running
from 7:30 a.m.-noon to conduct maintenance. Motorists should find
alternate routes.

YHS Class Of 1971 Reunion Meeting Planned
The Yankton High School Class of 1971 has announced that

their 40th class reunion will be held July 15-16. In preparation for
the reunion a planning meeting will be held at 7 p.m. Monday, May
2, at at 614 Broadway (Williams & Co.) 

For information, contact 665-6155.

Parents For A Safe Prom Wrap Up Monday
The Parents for a Safe Prom will have its final meeting for the

school year at 6:30 p.m. May 2, at the Summit Activities Center. 
This meeting will be a wrap up of the after-prom party. Next

year’s event will be discussed.

Hats Off To Harmony To Be Presented May 2
Sweet Adeline River City Harmony Chapter will host a women’s

barbershop guest night at First United Methodist Church, 207 W.
11th St., Yankton, at 6:30 p.m. Monday, May 2. The theme of the
night is “Hats off to Harmony.”

For more information, call 660-6834.

Fundraising Drive For July Fourth Kicks Off
The Yankton Area Chamber of Commerce announces the kickoff

fundraising drive for the 150th Big, Boom, Bang Fourth of July
Celebration. 

The annual Yankton Fourth of July celebration takes place in
Riverside Park. The fireworks display is funded by the community
through donations. The celebration is always held on the July 4. (In
the event of inclement weather, it will be held on July 5.)

“Double Play Flute and Tuba” will be performing patriotic music
starting at 7:45 p.m. up until the fireworks beginning. 
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CHICAGO (AP) — Grains futures

traded higher Friday on the Chicago Board

of Trade.

Wheat for July delivery jumped 23.75

cents to $8.0125 a bushel; July corn rose

27.25 cents to $7.5650 a bushel; July oats

were up 2.50 cents to $3.5250 a bushel;

while July soybeans soared 40.50 cents to

$13.94 a bushel.

Beef and pork futures traded mixed on

the Chicago Mercantile Exchange.

June live cattle edged up 0.18 cent to

$1.1335 a pound; August feeder edged

down 0.17 cent to $1.3595 a pound; June

lean hogs fell 1.28 cent to 95.22 cents a

pound; while May pork bellies were un-

changed at $1.2650 a pound.

SD Soldiers Return Stateside

ARMY PHOTO BY STAFF SGT. THEANNE TANGEN

Staff Sgt. Dallas Vallery holds the South Dakota Army National Guard's

196th Maneuver Enhancement Brigade guidon as fellow members

take their first steps onto U.S. soil at Volk Field Airport on April 28.

The soldiers spent the past year serving in Afghanistan in support of

Operation Enduring Freedom. 
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G A S  P R I C E S
Following is the average price of a

gallon of regular unleaded gasoline in

various communities around the state

as of late this week, according to a

weekly survey conducted by the

Mitchell, Aberdeen and Yankton news-

papers, along with information from

AAA and various websites.

Mitchell $3.861

Rapid City $3.746

Sioux Falls $3.853

Yankton $3.899

Gayville $3.859

Aberdeen $3.999

South Dak. ave. $3.858

National average $3.909


