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Divided Court Rules Security Trumps Privacy

WASHINGTON (AP) — Jailers may perform invasive strip
searches on people arrested even for minor offenses, an ideologi-
cally divided Supreme Court ruled Monday, the conservative ma-
jority declaring that security trumps privacy in an often dangerous
environment.

In a 54 decision, the court ruled against a New Jersey man who
was strip searched in two county jails following his arrest on a war-
rant for an unpaid fine that he had, in reality, paid.

The decision resolved a conflict among lower courts about how
to balance security and privacy. Prior to the Sept. 11, 2001, terror
attacks, lower courts generally prohibited routine strip searches
for minor offenses. In recent years, however, courts have allowed
jailers more discretion to maintain security, and the high court rul-
ing ratified those decisions.

In this case, Albert Florence’s nightmare began when the sport
utility vehicle driven by his pregnant wife was pulled over for
speeding. He was a passenger; his 4-year-old son was in the back-
seat.

Justice Anthony Kennedy said the circumstances of the arrest
were of little importance. Instead, Kennedy said, Florence’s entry
into the general jail population gave guards the authorization to
force him to strip naked and expose his mouth, nose, ears and gen-
itals to a visual search in case he was hiding anything.

Syria: Plan To Aid Rebels May Be Blank Check

BEIRUT (AP) — A Gulf plan to funnel millions of dollars a month
to Syrian rebels — payments earmarked for salaries for the fighters
— could amount to a blank check for the opposition to build up an
arsenal against President Bashar Assad’s forces, analysts say.

Although it may not be enough to turn the tide of the conflict,
the money shows how Gulf nations are using their enormous oil
wealth to influence the direction of the Arab Spring and exert their
status as a growing political force and counterweight to rival Iran.

But as the violence drags on, there are concerns the promised
funding could lead to even more bloodshed in the Assad regime’s
crackdown on an uprising that has killed 9,000 people since March
2011 and appears to be descending into a civil war with dangerous
sectarian overtones.

“My fear is that it will be a turning point, but not for the rebels,”
said Fawaz Gerges, Director of the Middle East Center at the Lon-
don School of Economics. He said the conflict could become a
“war by proxy” with powerful international players.

“No one knows what the cost of such a conflict will be on Syria
and the region,” he said.

Court Upholds Calif. Affirmative Action Ban

LOS ANGELES (AP) — Affirmative action proponents took a hit
Monday as a federal appeals court panel upheld California’s ban
on using race, ethnicity and gender in admitting students to public
colleges and universities.

The ruling marked the second time the 9th U.S. Circuit Court of
Appeals turned back a challenge to the state’s landmark voter ini-
tiative, Proposition 209, which was passed in 1996.

Affirmative action proponents, who had requested that the
court reconsider its 1997 decision after the U.S. Supreme Court
ruled in 2003 that affirmative action could be used in college ad-
missions, said they would continue fighting.

“We think the decision is wrong,” said Detroit attorney George
B. Washington, who is representing the group of minority students
and advocacy groups that filed the latest challenge in January
2010.

Washington said he would ask the full appellate court to review
the case since this decision was issued by a three-judge panel.

Sotomayor Gives No Hints On HCR Decision

WASHINGTON (AP) — Justice Sonia Sotomayor is giving no
hints on what the Supreme Court is going to do on the question of
whether President Barack Obama’s signature health care overhaul
law is constitutional.

Sotomayor was the featured speaker Monday night at a lecture
hosted by the University of the District of Columbia.

The court recently heard arguments on the health care law and
is expected to make a decision before the end of June. But So-
tomayor made no comment on the widely followed case.

The justice used most of her conversation with Wade Hender-
son, president of the Leadership Conference on Civil and Human
Rights, to explain how the Supreme Court works and how she de-
cided to become a lawyer and a prosecutor.

Sotomayor also said she’s a fan of Jeremy Lin, whose NBA ca-
reer with the New York Knicks has spawned “Linsanity.” So-
tomayor, a New York native, says “New York loves him” but decried
some of the racist comments the Asian-American basketball player
has faced as “ugly.”

“It’s a sad statement that people still say those words,” said So-
tomayor, who is Hispanic.

Mega Millions Winners Haven’t Come Forward

BALTIMORE (AP) — The record-breaking Mega Millions jackpot
climbed to $656 million on Monday, though no one holding one of
the three winning tickets has come forward yet to claim a share of
the prize, officials said.

Three tickets — one each in Kansas, lllinois and Maryland —
will split the jackpot, which officials said Monday was higher than
previously estimated. It is now at $656 million, after sales from the
44 state lotteries were totaled, up from the previously reported
$640 million. That means each winner would receive roughly $218
million apiece before taxes.

Winners in all three states have several months — in the case of
Kansas, a year — to claim the prize. Both Maryland and Kansas
allow winners to remain anonymous, though the winner in Illinois
will be identified. The three tickets matched all six numbers: 2-4-23-
38-46 and the Mega Ball, 23.

In Maryland, the New York Post reported Monday that a McDon-
ald’s employee claimed to hold the winning ticket and planned to
contact lottery officials Monday. But lottery spokeswoman Carole
Everett said no one had come forward with the ticket sold at a 7-
Eleven store in Milford Mill outside Baltimore.

That woman, Mirlande Wilson, did not return a phone message
from The Associated Press on Monday. Employees of the restau-
rant told the newspaper that the winning ticket had been pur-
chased jointly by several people, though Wilson said she bought it
on her own.
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California

BY TERRY COLLINS
Associated Press

OAKLAND, Calif. — A 43-year-old former stu-
dent of a small Christian university in California
opened fire at the school Monday, killing at least
seven people and setting off an intense, chaotic
manhunt that ended with his capture at a nearby
shopping center, authorities said.

Police Chief Howard Jordan said One L. Goh
surrendered about an hour after the shooting at
Oikos University. Jordan said police recovered the
weapon they believe he used during the rampage.

“It's going to take us a few days to put the
pieces together,” Jordan said. “We do not have a
motive.”

Police first received a 911 call at 10:33 a.m. re-
porting a woman on the ground bleeding. As more
calls came in from the school, the first arriving offi-
cer found a victim suffering from a life-threatening
gunshot wound, he said.

It was an “extremely chaotic scene,” Jordan
said.

More officers arrived and formed a perimeter
around the school on the belief that the suspect
was still inside, he said.

“Potential victims remained inside the building
either trapped by a locked door which officers
were unable to open,” Jordan said. Others were
unable to flee because they were injured, he said.

Jordan said there were about 35 people in or
near the building when gunfire broke out. Of the
seven fatalities, five died at the scene and another
two at the hospital. Three wounded victims are in
stable condition, he said.

“This unprecedented tragedy was shocking
and senseless,” Jordan said.

Soon after the shooting, heavily armed officers
swarmed the school in a large industrial park near
the Oakland airport and, for at least an hour, be-
lieved the gunman could still be inside.

Art Richards said he was driving by the univer-
sity on his way to pick up a friend when he spot-
ted a woman hiding in the bushes and pulled over.
When he approached her, she said, “I'm shot” and
showed him her arm.

“She had a piece of her arm hanging out,”
Richards said, noting that she was wounded near
the elbow.

As police arrived, Richards said he heard 10
gunshots coming from inside the building. The fe-
male victim told him that she saw the gunman
shoot one person point-blank in the chest and one
in the head.

Tashi Wangchuk, whose wife attended the
school and witnessed the shooting, said he was
told by police that the gunman first shot a woman
at the front desk, then continued shooting ran-
domly in classrooms.

Wangchuk said his wife, Dechen Wangzom, was

7 Killed In School Shooting

GARY REYES/SAN JOSE MERCURY NEWS/MCT

A SWAT team from the Oakland Police Department leaves the scene of a shooting at Oikos Univer-

sity on Edgewater Dr. in Oakland Monday.

in her vocational nursing class when she heard
gunshots. She locked the door and turned off the
lights, Wangchuk said he was told by his wife, who
was still being questioned by police Monday after-
noon.

The gunman “banged on the door several
times and started shooting outside and left,” he
said. Wangchuk said no one was hurt inside his
wife’s classroom, but that the gunman shot out the
glass in the door. He said she did not know the
man.

“She’s a hero,” he said.

Television footage showed bloodied victims on
stretchers being loaded into ambulances. Several
bodies covered in sheets were laid out on a patch
of grass at the school. One body could be seen
being loaded into a van.

Myung Soon Ma, the school’s secretary, said
she could not provide any details about what hap-
pened at the private school, which serves the Ko-
rean community with courses from theology to
Asian medicine.

“Ifeel really sad, so I cannot talk right now,”
she said, speaking from her home.

Those connected to the school, including the
founder and several students, described the gun-
man as a former nursing student. The chief said
Goh is a Korean national who'’s a former student of
the university.

A call to the Korean consulate in San Francisco

went unanswered Monday.

At Highland Hospital, Dawinder Kaur’s family
told the Oakland Tribune that she was being
treated for a gunshot to her elbow.

The U.S. Army Reservist told her family that
the gunman was a student in her nursing class
who had been absent for months before returning
Monday. The gunman entered the classroom and
ordered students to line up against the wall.

When he showed his gun, students began run-
ning and he opened fire, her family said.

“She told me that a guy went crazy and she got
shot,” brother Paul Singh told the newspaper. “She
was running. She was crying; she was bleeding, it
was wrong.”

Pastor Jong Kim, who founded the school
about 10 years ago, told the newspaper that he did
not know if the shooter was expelled or dropped
out. Kim said he heard about 30 rapid-fire gun-
shots in the building.

“I stayed in my office,” he said.

Deborah Lee, who was in an English language
class, said she heard five to six gunshots at first.
“The teacher said, ‘Run,” and we run,” she said. “I
was OK, because | know God protects me. 'm not
afraid of him.”

The suspect was detained at a Safeway super-
market about three miles from the university,
about an hour after the shooting.

1 World Trade
Center Climbs
To 100 Floors

NEW YORK (AP) — The new
World Trade Center has reached a
milestone: The skyscraper being
built to replace the terror-
wrecked twin towers is now 100
stories high — on its way to be-
coming New York’s tallest build-
ing.

Another four feet, and it will
surpass the Empire State Build-
ing. That should happen within
weeks, Steven Coleman of the
Port Authority of New York and
New Jersey said Monday.

One World Trade Center is ex-
pected to be finished by next
year, its 104 floors towering over
lower Manhattan.

But feet not stories determine
whether a building ranks as the
tallest. The twin towers, built in
the 1970s, were New York'’s tallest
structures until destroyed in the
Sept. 11, 2001, attack.

The Empire State Building then
became the city’s tallest building
at 1,250 feet.
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HEARTLAND of AMERICA BAND

presents a free concert

April 13, 2012

7:30 p.m. * Dakota Theatre
328 Walnut, Yankton, SD

Doors open at 7:00 p.m.

Doors open to non-ticket holders at 7:15 p.m.

For complimentary tickets send a
self-addressed stamped envelope to :
Yankton Daily Press & Dakotan “Tickets”
319 Walnut, Yankton, SD 57078
or tickets can be picked up at the Press & Dakotan,
MT & RC Smith Insurance or the Lewis & Clark Theatre office.
Limit of 6 tickets per family please.




