
BY TYLER SMIT
sports@yankton.net

This article originally appeared
in the March 24 edition of the Press
& Dakotan.

SIOUX FALLS — Yankton native
Mike Huether, the mayor of Sioux
Falls, and his family have been
named the United States Tennis
Family of the Year. 

The United States Tennis Asso-
ciation presented the Huethers
with this award at the 2012 Annual
Meeting and Conference in Carls-
bad, California. This is the first
time a South Dakota family has
been recongized since Martin L.
Tressel, past President of the
USTA, instituted the award 47
years ago. 

Tressel founded the award to
promote “tennis is a family game.” 

“At the banquet in California,
they called Sioux Falls the “Flush-
ing Meadows of the Midwest,”
Mike Huether said.

Flusing Meadows is the name
commonly given to the public park
in New York City where the U.S.
Open Tennis Tournmanet takes
place. 

“My gosh, I got pumped hear-
ing that as Cindy, Kylie, and I fre-
quent the US Open as much as we
can and love the memories we
have made there,” Mike said. 

The Ralph W. Westcott USTA
Family of the Year Award recog-
nizes outstanding service-to-tennis
by a family who, in recent years,
has done the most to participate
as players or volunteers. 

The Huether parents consider
their daughter, Kylie, the legiti-
mate tennis player in the family.

“She has been our catalyst for
the love of tennis,” Mike said. 

Kylie played tennis for Sioux
Falls Washington then became the
first four time All-Confernce Selec-
tion for the College of St. Benedict. 

“It was overwhelming to be
given this recognition,” Kylie
Huether said. 

“But I hope this encourages
others in South Dakota to be ac-
tive and participate in something
they enjoy; if it’s tennis, great,”
Kylie said. 

“Cindy is the steward for the
sport, and I am the cheerleader
that wants to hit every ball,” Mike
said. 

Cindy is the Executive Director
of the Sioux Falls Tennis Associa-
tion. The Huethers have also pro-
vided support for the renovation
of the tennis facility at Augustana
Collge, which is called the Huether
Teenis Centre. 

“Our family was very excited
and humbled to find out that we
were chosen as USTA family of the
Year,” Cindy Huether said.

“When you choose to get in-
volved in something you do it’s be-
cause you want to make a
difference not for the recongnition,
but with that said, it’s nice to be
recongized for the difference
we’ve made in tennis,” Cindy said. 

“I believe South Dakota is very
passioniate about tennis. Out of
the seven national awards given
out by the USTA, four were given
to members of the Northern Sec-
tion which includes Minnesota,
North and South Dakota, and west-
ern Wisconsin.” 

Mike Huether said he is opti-
mistic for the continuing support
for tennis in the state. 

“Being a steward is not easy
but the rewards from giving back
are non-stop. Hey, you only live
once on Earth, so go out there and
get others excited about life and
giving back — Yankton, Sioux
Falls, and South Dakota need you,”
he said. 

(Beresford, Dakota Valley, Elk Point-Jefferson, Vermil-
lion, 9 a.m.); Viborg-Hurley at Alcester-Hudson

TENNIS, BOYS’ S.F. Lincoln at Vermillion 
TRACK & FIELD, COLLEGE OUTDOOR Summit

League Championships at Fargo (USD)
TRACK & FIELD, PREP Neb. Districts — C-6 at

Hartington (Crofton, Hartington Cedar Catholic, Laurel-
Concord-Coleridge, Ponca); C-7 at Atkinson
(Creighton, Niobrara-Verdigre); Big Eight Conf. at Hart-
ford (Vermillion, 3 p.m.); Big Sioux Conf. at Sioux Falls
(Beresford, Dakota Valley, Elk Point-Jefferson, 1:30
p.m.); Cornbelt Conf. at Freeman (Freeman, Marion,
Menno, 1 p.m.)

Friday, May 11
BASEBALL, CLUB HIGH SCHOOL S.F. Washing-

ton at Yankton (6 p.m.)
BASEBALL, CLUB JV S.F. Washington at Yankton

(8 p.m.)
BASEBALL, CLUB 9TH-10TH Fr.-So. Tourn. at

Sioux Falls (Yankton)
GOLF, BOYS’ S.D. Regions — 4B at Lakeview

GC, Mitchell (Andes Central, Avon, Platte-Geddes,
Scotland, Tripp-Delmont, 10 a.m.)

GOLF, GIRLS’ YHS at Vermillion (2 p.m.); S.D. Re-
gions — 4B at Lakeview GC, Mitchell (Andes Central,
Avon, Platte-Geddes, Scotland, Tripp-Delmont, 10
a.m.)

TENNIS, BOYS’ Eastern South Dakota Conf. at
Brandon (YHS, 9 a.m.)

TRACK & FIELD, COLLEGE OUTDOOR Summit
League Championships at Fargo (USD); Concordia

Last Chance Meet (MMC)
TRACK & FIELD, PREP Big East Conf. at Chester

(Parker, 3 p.m.); Ethan-Parkston Inv. at Parkston
(Avon, Bon Homme, Ethan-Parkston, Platte-Geddes,
Scotland, 1:30 p.m.); Kimball-White Lake Inv. at Kim-
ball (Andes Central, Tripp-Delmont-Armour, 4:30 p.m.)

Saturday, May 12
BASEBALL, CLUB HIGH SCHOOL Watertown at

Yankton (DH, 1 p.m.)
BASEBALL, CLUB 9TH-10TH Fr.-So. Tourn. at

Sioux Falls (Yankton)
TENNIS, BOYS’ Madison Inv. (Vermillion, 9 a.m.)
TRACK & FIELD, COLLEGE OUTDOOR Summit

League Championships at Fargo (USD)
TRACK & FIELD, PREP Eastern South Dakota

Conf. at Yankton (YHS, 11:30 a.m.)
Sunday, May 13

BASEBALL, CLUB JV Yankton at Brookings (DH,
1 p.m.)

Monday, May 14
BASEBALL, CLUB HIGH SCHOOL Yankton at

S.F. O’Gorman (6 p.m.)
GOLF, BOYS’ Neb. Districts — C-2 at Wisner

(Crofton, Hartington Cedar Catholic, Laurel-Concord-
Coleridge, Ponca); C-3 at Battle Creek (Creighton); D-
1 at Oakland (Hartington); D-3 at Ewing
(Niobrara-Verdigre, Randolph, Santee); S.D. Regions
— 3B at Elmwood GC, Sioux Falls (8 a.m.)

GOLF, GIRLS’ S.D. Regions — 2A at Spring Creek
GC, Harrisburg (Beresford, Dakota Valley, Elk Point-

Jefferson, Vermillion, 9 a.m.); 3A at Lakeview GC,
Mitchell (Bon Homme, Parkston, Wagner, 9:30 a.m.);
3B at Elmwood GC, Sioux Falls (Alcester-Hudson,
Centerville, Freeman, Freeman Academy, Irene-
Wakonda, Marion, Parker, Viborg-Hurley, 8 a.m.)

Thursday, May 17
TENNIS, BOYS’ S.D. State Tourn. at Rapid City

(YHS, Vermillion, 9 a.m.)
TRACK & FIELD, PREP AA Last Chance at S.F.

Roosevelt (YHS, 4 p.m.); S.D. Regions — 4A at Beres-
ford (Beresford, Dakota Valley, Elk Point-Jefferson, Ver-
million, 2 p.m.); 5A at Wagner (Bon Homme,
Ethan-Parkston, Platte-Geddes, Wagner, 11 a.m.); 4B
at Centerville (Alcester-Hudson, Centervile, Freeman,
Freeman Academy, Gayville-Volin, Irene-Wakonda,
Marion, Parker, Viborg-Hurley, 10 a.m.); 6B at Lake
Andes (Andes Central, Avon, Marty, Menno, Scotland,
Tripp-Delmont-Armour, 9 a.m.)

Friday, May 18
TENNIS, BOYS’ S.D. State Tourn. at Rapid City

(YHS, Vermillion, 8:45 a.m.)
TRACK & FIELD, PREP Nebraska State Meet at

Omaha (9 a.m.)
Saturday, May 19

BASEBALL, CLUB HIGH SCHOOL Class A Re-
gions

TENNIS, BOYS’ S.D. State Tourn. at Rapid City
(YHS, Vermillion, 8:45 a.m.)

TRACK & FIELD, PREP Nebraska State Meet at
Omaha (8:30 a.m.)

Monday, May 21
GOLF, BOYS’ S.D. State Class B Tourn. at Hart

Ranch GC, Rapid City
GOLF, GIRLS’ S.D. State Class AA Tourn. at Elm-

wood GC, Sioux Falls; S.D. State Class A Tourn. at
Southern Hills GC, Hot Springs; S.D. State Class B
Tourn. at The Elks CC, Rapid City

Tuesday, May 22
BASEBALL, CLUB HIGH SCHOOL Class A Wild

Card Game
GOLF, BOYS’ S.D. State Class B Tourn. at Hart

Ranch GC, Rapid City; Neb. State Class C Tourn. at
Kearney CC, Kearney; Neb. State Class D Tourn. at
River’s Edge GC, North Platte

GOLF, GIRLS’ S.D. State Class AA Tourn. at Elm-
wood GC, Sioux Falls; S.D. State Class A Tourn. at
Southern Hills GC, Hot Springs; S.D. State Class B
Tourn. at The Elks CC, Rapid City

Wednesday, May 23
GOLF, BOYS’ Neb. State Class C Tourn. at Kear-

ney CC, Kearney; Neb. State Class D Tourn. at River’s
Edge GC, North Platte

Thursday, May 24
TRACK & FIELD, COLLEGE OUTDOOR NAIA

Outdoor Championships at Marion, Ind.; NCAA First
Round

Friday, May 25
TRACK & FIELD, COLLEGE OUTDOOR NAIA

Outdoor Championships at Marion, Ind.; NCAA First
Round

TRACK, PREP S.D. State Class AA Meet at Stur-
gis (10:30 a.m.); S.D. State Class A Meet at Spearfish;
S.D. State Class B Meet at Rapid City

Saturday, May 26
BASEBALL, CLUB HIGH SCHOOL S.D. Class A

Tourn. at Sioux Falls
TRACK & FIELD, COLLEGE OUTDOOR NAIA

Outdoor Championships at Marion, Ind.; NCAA First
Round

TRACK, PREP S.D. State Meet at Rapid City (9
a.m.)

Monday, May 28
BASEBALL, CLUB HIGH SCHOOL S.D. Class B

Baseball Tourn. at Sioux Falls

June
Wednesday, June 6

TRACK & FIELD, COLLEGE OUTDOOR NCAA
Championships at Des Moines, Iowa

Thursday, June 7
TRACK & FIELD, COLLEGE OUTDOOR NCAA

Championships at Des Moines, Iowa
Friday, June 8

TRACK & FIELD, COLLEGE OUTDOOR NCAA
Championships at Des Moines, Iowa

Saturday, June 9
TRACK & FIELD, COLLEGE OUTDOOR NCAA

Championships at Des Moines, Iowa
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 Stewart 
 Carpet Center

 Established 1958

 1803 Broadway
 Yankton,  SD

 Ph. 605-665-7183

 Carpet and Hard Surface Flooring So Much Care, So Close to Home.®

We’re On

Clinic Hours: Monday-Friday, 8:00am to 5:30pm
Saturday: 8:30am to Noon

1104 West 8th Street • Yankton, SD 57078
605-665-7841 • www.yanktonmedicalclinic.com

Hours: Monday-Friday, 5:00pm to 9:00pm
Saturday & Sunday: Noon to 5:00pm

1104 West 8th Street • Yankton, SD 57078
Walk-ins only. No appointments necessary.

For Care.
Your Team

 Lewis & Clark Orthopedic 
 and Sports Therapy

 “For the Athlete in All of Us”

 Matt Dvorak, PT • Michelle  Tieszen, PT • Lisa 
 Huber, PT • Erica Stanley, DPT • Amanda 

 Adamson, DPT

 605-260-0918
 www.lewisandclarkspecialty.com

 2703 Fox Run Parkway Suite 100 • Yankton, SD
 (One block north of Lewis and Clark Specialty Hospital) 665-3712 • 800-359-2216 

 308 Capital • Yankton  yankton@hedahls.com  SIGNTECH
 Vinyl Lettering

  & Signs

 605-665-2957
 3206 E. Hwy 50

 Yankton, SD

 301 E. 3rd
 Yankton

 665-7423
 www.unitedbuildingcenters.com

 FREE Truck & Driver 
 With Move-In

 On-Site Manger • Security Gate
 Fenced Facility • Overhead Doors

 Lighted • 7 Different Sizes Available

 605-665-4207
 1501 West City Limits Rd • Yankton, SD

 Jim & Pam Cunningham, Owners

 P REMIUM  
 B EST  

 T RANSPORT
 1501 Wek Road

 Yankton, SD 57078
 605-665-9202

 FINE CLEANERS

 320 Douglas, 
 Yankton

 665-2024

 Fejfar Plumbing 
 & Heating, Inc .

 MECHANICAL CONTRACTOR
 • Service & Repair
 • New Construction

 • Backhoe • Hydronics
 • Lawn Irrigation

 1209 W. 9th, Yankton
 605-665-9269

 Cimpl Meats

 1000 Cattle Dr.,Yankton,  SD
 (605) 665-1665

 665-375 1
 Toll Free 800-665-5455

 3400 E. Hwy. 50
 Yankton

 665-375 1
 Toll Free 800-665-5455

 3400 E. Hwy. 50
 Yankton
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tighter and more aware of situa-
tions that can progress during a
game such as how to manage the
pressure and pick ourselves back
up.”

Mount Marty officially
openened their season at a tour-
nament at Friends University in
Wichita, Kan., but the Lancers
have already been able to play a
few games against other GPAC
teams. On Feb. 11 and 12 Mount
Marty played at the Briar Cliff in-
door tournament, which was a

tournament of unofficial scrim-
mages. It was an opportunity for
each of the players to get at-bats,
and for all of the pitchers to get
some innings, according to Fer-
nandez.

Amanda Volgarino, who bat-
ted between .350 and .400 last
year, spoke about the Briar Cliff
tournament.

“The indoor tournament was
strictly for us to get out of the
gym and see some of the compe-
tition and see some live pitch-
ing,” Volgarino said. “It went well
though; it was a good learning
experience for us.”

Girard also felt the indoor
tournament was beneficial for
getting the team ready.

“The indoor tournament gives

us the opportunity to see some
live pitching and practice game
situations,” Girard said. “It also
helped get rid of some pre-sea-
son jitters. Besides a few errors
defensively, we did a good job of
knowing our situations.”

The Lancers are hoping that
the preseason experience against
fellow GPAC teams will lead to
more success when conference
play begins. Heading into confer-
ence play the Lancers dropped
their first 13 games, but came
away with a 4-3 home win over
Mayville State on March 21. Jena
Peters was credited with the win
for the Lancers, and Girard went
2-4 with two RBI.

Mount Marty opened confer-
ence play on March 27 at Briar

Cliff. The Lancers scored a split
in their conference opener, win-
ning the first game 7-6 and losing
the second 5-2. Junior Gabi Car-
denas knocked in two RBIS, as
did Rechtenbaugh and Hansen in
the win. Peters picked up her
second pitching victory as well.

To this point in the season
Volgarino has paced the Lancers
with 10 RBI, five homeruns, and
is batting 0.306. Girard leads in
hitting efficiency with a 0.375 av-
erage, and has batted in four
runs. Michaela Bunde has also
accounted for four RBI, and
Hansen is hitting at a 0.324 rate,
and leads the team with five
stolen bases. Bruns leads the
pitchers with a 4.29 earned run
average.

The Mount Marty roster is
rounded out by transfer Carde-
nas, sophomores Peters, Mer-
cedees Ricke, Bunde, and Kristin
Loutsch. The team also has three

freshmen, Shaina Lonneman,
Lauren Orwig, and Karley Seunt-
jens. Seuntjens is expected to
use this season as a redshirt
year.

Fernandez gave his outlook
for the Lancers softball season.

“We talk about 'team first' all
the time, so it is hard to single
out one person that will be a top
player for us. I look for us to
have many consistent players
and different players step up for
us throughout the year,” Fernan-
dez said. “To be honest, I have
really enjoyed this team and the
type of people they are. They are
all in with what we are trying to
do as a program and you can't
ask for much more than that
from your players. They are suc-
cessful student athletes and we
look forward to them achieving
their team goals which they have
worked for all year.” 

KRISTIN LOUTSCH • SO • CATCHER

LA
NCER

S

JENA PETERS • SO • P/IF

LANCERS

Softball
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USTA Honors
Huether Family


