
BY CHET BROKAW
Associated Press

PIERRE — The South Dakota
Supreme Court on Thursday de-
nied a convicted murderer’s re-
quest for a quick execution in the
slaying of a prison guard, ruling
that the high court must first
complete its mandatory review
of the sentence, a process that
can take up to two years.

Eric Robert and another in-
mate pleaded guilty to killing
guard Ronald Johnson during a
failed attempt to escape last
April from the South Dakota State
Penitentiary, where Robert was
serving an 80-year sentence for
kidnapping. Robert asked for the
death penalty and a circuit judge
complied, scheduling the execu-
tion for the week of May 13.

Robert, 49, didn’t appeal his
conviction or sentence, but the
state Supreme Court postponed
the execution in February to
allow it more time to conduct its
mandatory review to determine if
the death sentence was proper.

Robert asked the court to re-
consider, contending that the jus-
tices lacked the legal authority to
delay the execution or schedule
arguments in the review of his
sentence. But the justices ruled
unanimously that it wouldn’t
make sense to execute Robert
before they had determined
whether it was proper to do so.

Robert’s attorney, Mark Kadi
of Sioux Falls, said his client dis-
agrees with the Supreme Court’s
position that a meaningful review
of the sentence can’t be done
quickly, particularly when Robert
and the state agree he should be

executed. He said he thinks a
thorough review could be com-
pleted within six to eight months.

Attorney General Marty Jack-
ley said his office expected the
ruling and is focused on submit-
ting written briefs arguing that
the death penalty is proper in the
case.

“The focus remains on the
merits of the appeal, showing
there is that necessary aggravat-
ing factor and this is an appropri-
ate sentence under all the facts
and circumstances,” Jackley said.

The high court noted that
state law requires it to determine
whether a death sentence is
valid, even in cases where the
convict hasn’t filed a traditional
appeal. The law requires the jus-
tices to determine whether the
sentence was imposed under
passion, prejudice or another im-
proper factor; whether evidence
supports the trial judge’s finding
of an aggravating circumstance

justifying the death penalty; and
whether the sentence is exces-
sive or disproportionate com-
pared to similar cases.

If Robert were killed without
the required review, the execu-
tion could be found to have been
unconstitutional under death
penalty guidelines established by
the U.S. Supreme Court, the jus-
tices said.

“Without the authority to pre-
vent execution of the defendant,
this court could not delay the ex-
ecution to allow appropriate time
to conduct that review,” Chief
Justice David E. Gilbertson wrote
for the court.

Thursday marked the anniver-
sary of Johnson’s killing, which
happened on his 63rd birthday,
and officials planned to name a
training academy at the peniten-
tiary after Johnson during a cere-
mony later in the day.

The other inmate who tried to
escape, 49-year-old Rodney

Berget, was also sentenced to
death after pleading guilty, but is
adhering to the traditional ap-
peals process for condemned in-
mates. A third inmate was given
a life sentence for providing the
plastic wrap and pipe used in the
slaying.

Johnson was working alone
the morning of his death in a part
of the prison where inmates work
on upholstery, signs, custom fur-
niture and other projects. Prose-
cutors said after the two inmates
killed Johnson by hitting him
with a pipe and wrapping his
head in plastic wrap, Robert put
on Johnson’s uniform and tried
to move a large box toward the
prison gate with Berget inside.
The inmates were apprehended
before leaving the prison.

The prison made more than a
dozen procedural changes less
than a month after Johnson’s
killing to improve security and
safety.

’05 Chevy Silverado ¾ Ton Reg Cab 4X4 WT**
$13,990 OR $279 w/$0 down, $239 w/$2,000 down
2654A, Silver, 79,xxx miles, local 1 owner, cruise control, 8 ft. 

box, grill guard and step bars, 6.0L V8
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See Us On FACEBOOK.com/NorthtownUSA

* 72 months. 2.99%.  WAC.       ** 60 months.  5.99%.  WAC.

Truck Month Extended only at Northtown on all Pre Owned Quality Truck Trades!
*After all rebates including but not limited to Trade Assistance, maximum Private Offer rebate, GM Card redemption allowance and Business Choice. Does not include $75 documentation fee. (1) Must trade in 1999 or newer passenger vehicle. (2) GM Card maximum Redemption Allowance. Actual earnings may vary depending on card. (3) Must provide qualifying 

documentation of business ownership. See dealer for details. (4) Must qualify for private offer and have verifiable documentation. Private offers are not stackable. See dealer for details. +WAC. In lieu of customer cash. ++ 39 mon., 10,000 miles/yr. $2,000 down. No security deposit. 1st payment due at signing. TT&L not included. WAC.

‘12 Chevrolet Cruze

#2395

7 Choices
$159/mo++

LEV $9,417.15

Lease as low as

Discount for Everybody.............-$1,000
GM Card ................................. -$1,0002

Private Offers Up To ................ -$1,5004

 Farm Bureau ($500)
DISCOUNTS UP TO $3,500* OFF MSRP

 Off MSRP

‘12 Chevrolet Malibu LT’s

#2386

$179/mo++

Lease as low as

DISCOUNTS UP TO $8,500* OFF MSRP

LEV $10,851.75
Northtown Discount ..................-$2,500
Customer Cash ..........................-$3,000
Discounts for Everybody ............-$5,500
GM Card ................................. -$1,5002

Private Offers Up To ................ -$1,5004

 Off MSRP

‘12 Chevrolet Impala LT’s

#2644

7 Choices

Discount for Everybody........ -$6,000
GM Card ................................. -$1,5002

Private Offers Up To ................ -$1,5004

DISCOUNTS UP TO $9,000* OFF MSRP

5 Choices

#2643

‘12 Chevrolet Equinoxes & ‘12 GMC Terrains

Discounts for Everybody ................. -$2,500

GM Card ................................................. -$1,0002

Private Offers Up To ................................ -$1,5004

 Farm Bureau ($500)

$6,000*Off MSRP

Up to

DISCOUNTS UP TO $5,000*

4-Cyl’s     V6’s
-$3,500

-$1,0002

-$1,5004

$6,000*
 Off MSRP

Choose from over 10

SLE’s 
& 

SLT’s

#2720

LT’s 
& 

LTZ’s

Choose from 

over 20

SELECT 

FROM OVER 50

IN STOCK & COMING!!

‘12 Chevrolet Silverado 1/2 Ton Crew Cabs & ‘12 GMC Sierra 1/2 Ton Crew Cabs

Northtown Discount ................................. -$4,000
Customer Cash ......................................... -$2,000
Discounts for Everybody .................. $6,000

Trade Assistance ..................................... -$2,0001

GM Card ................................................. -$1,5002

Business Choice Up?? Cash ......................... -$5003

Private Offers Up To ................................ -$2,0004

 Farm Bureau ($500)

$299/mo++

LEV $17,968.10

Lease as low as

 Off 
MSRP

DISCOUNTS UP TO $12,000*

SLE’s, SLT’s &Denali’s
0%financing for 72 mosAvailable+

#2255

LT’s 
& 

LTZ’s

WHILE 

SUPPLIES

LAST #2669

SELECT 

FROM OVER 15

IN STOCK & COMING!!

‘12 Chevrolet Silverado 1/2 Ton Ext Cabs & ‘12 GMC Sierra 1/2 Ton Ext. Cabs

Northtown Discount ................................. -$4,000
Customer Cash ......................................... -$2,000
Discounts for Everybody .................. $6,000

Trade Assistance ..................................... -$2,0001

GM Card ................................................. -$1,5002

Business Choice Up?? Cash ......................... -$5003

Private Offers Up To ................................ -$2,0004

 Farm Bureau ($500)

$289/mo++

LEV $16,948.70

Lease as low as

 Off 
MSRP

DISCOUNTS UP TO $12,000*

SLE’s 
& 

SLT’s

IN STOCKONLY
#2592#2678

LT’s 
& 

LTZ’s

0%
financing for 

72 mos

Available+

PRICING FOR EVERYBODY!

’11 Chevy Silverado ½ Ton Ext Cab 4X4 LT*
$24,990 OR $379 w/$0 down, $349 w/$2,000 down
2497A, Red & Ready, 24,xxx miles, local 1 owner, Z71, 5.3L V8

’10 Chevy Colorado Reg Cab 2WD WT*
$13,990 OR $219 w/$0 down, $189 w/$2,000 down
2293A, Red & Ready, 15,xxx miles, local 1 owner, like new, auto, 

2.9L 4-cyl, 25 MPG 
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$28,990 OR $439 w/$0 down, $409 w/$2,000 down
2256A, Black, 40,xxx miles, we sold new, clean local trade, Z71 

Appearance Pkg., 18” wheels, 5.3L V8
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$23,990 OR $369 w/$0 down, $339 w/$2,000 down
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clean, 5.3L V8

’08 Chevy Colorado Ext Cab 4X4 LT*
$17,990 OR $279 w/$0 down, $249 w/$2,000 down
2291A, Black Beauty, 38,xxx miles, local one owner, 3.7L 5-cyl, 

chrome wheels and step bars

’08 Chevy Silverado ½ Ton Reg Cab 4X4 LT*
$17,990 OR $279 w/$0 down, $249 w/$2,000 down
2438A, Blue Granite, 42,xxx miles, local 1 owner, 8 ft. box, 

power windows and locks, 5.3L V8

’08 Chevy Silverado ½ Ton Crew Cab 4X4 LT*
$26,990 OR $409 w/$0 down, $379 w/$2,000 down
2360A, Gray, 16,xxx miles, local 1 owner, nicely accessorized, 

’08 Ford F150 Crew Cab 4X4 XLT*
$23,990 OR $369 w/$0 down, $339 w/$2,000 down
2296A, Dk. Blue, 42,xxx miles, local 1 owner, very clean and 

sharp looking, chrome step bars, 5.4L V8

’07 Ford F350 Crew Cab 4X4 Larat**
$24,990 OR $489 w/ $0 down, $449 w/$2,000 down
2604A, Tan, 91,xxx miles, loaded local 1 owner, leather and all 

the amenities, 6.0L V8 diesel

’05 Chevy Silverado ½ Ton Ext Cab 4X4**
$13,990 OR $279 w/$0 down, $239 w/$2,000 down
2313A, Silver, 93,xxx miles, local trade, Z71, 5.3L V8

’05 Chevy Silverado ½ Ton Ext Cab 4X4 LS**
$11,990 OR $239 w/$0 down, $199 w/$2,000 down
2096A, Maroon, 112,xxx miles, local trade, Z71, lots of chrome, 5.3L V8
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BY DIRK LAMMERS
Associated Press

SIOUX FALLS — Renaming a
South Dakota prison’s training
academy after a guard who was
killed during a botched escape at-
tempt a year ago is a fitting tribute
to the officer, state corrections of-
ficials said Thursday.

Corrections Secretary Dennis
Kaemingk said Ronald Johnson
was a mentor to young officers
and the center at the South Dakota
State Penitentiary in Sioux Falls
provides training to new recruits
and other staff so they can per-
form their jobs safely.

“I’m sure that R.J. spent most
days with younger, less-experi-
enced correctional officers and
helped guide them in their devel-
opment,” Kaemingk said during a
dedication ceremony at the
prison.

Thursday marked the one-year
anniversary of Johnson’s death.
The guard was working alone the
morning of April 12, 2011, which
was also his 63rd birthday. He was
in a part of the South Dakota State
Penitentiary where inmates work
on upholstery, signs, custom furni-
ture and other projects.

Prosecutors say inmates Rod-
ney Berget and Eric Robert killed
Johnson by hitting him with a pipe
and wrapping his head in plastic
wrap. Robert put on Johnson’s
uniform and tried to move a large
box toward the prison gate with
Berget inside, but the two were
caught before leaving the prison.

Berget and Robert pleaded
guilty and were sentenced to
death. Another inmate, Michael
Nordman, was given a life sen-
tence for providing the plastic
wrap and pipe.

The South Dakota Supreme
Court on Thursday denied
Robert’s request for a quick execu-
tion, ruling that the high court
must first complete its mandatory
review of the sentence, a process
that can take up to two years.
Robert didn’t appeal his convic-
tion or sentence, but the state
Supreme Court postponed the exe-
cution in February so it could
have more time to conduct a re-
view to determine if the death sen-
tence was proper.

At the dedication ceremony,
Johnson’s widow, Lynette, sat in
the front row with her son and
grandchildren. They joined a
crowd of more than 200 people in
a packed room on the second floor
of the building, now named the
Senior Corrections Officer Ronald
“R.J.” Johnson Training Academy.

The center’s interior under-
went a recent upgrade, and a new
sign and flowers were added to
the exterior. Corrections staff
members have held fundraisers
and accepted donations to pay for
the building improvements.

Omaha Man Pleads Guilty In Pizza Man’s Death
OMAHA, Neb. (AP) — An Omaha man has pleaded guilty to a charge

of conspiracy to commit robbery in the death of a pizza deliveryman.
Larry Fountain pleaded guilty on Thursday in Douglas County Dis-

trict Court. He faces up to 50 years in prison when he’s sentenced in
July.

Christopher Taylor was stabbed to death in 2010.
Fountain’s attorney says Fountain made the mistake of letting oth-

ers use his cellphone to order a pizza, luring Taylor to a vacant
apartment.

Dontavis McClain was convicted of first-degree murder in Taylor’s
death and was sentenced to life in prison. Bryton Gibbs pleaded guilty
to second-degree murder and is serving a 100-year sentence. A third
man, Marcus Robinson, pleaded guilty to conspiracy to commit rob-
bery and will be sentenced in June.

Thune, Noem Filing Pine Beetle Bill
PIERRE, S.D. (AP) — The U.S. Forest Service would be able to move

faster to fight the mountain pine beetle infestation in western South
Dakota’s Black Hills and other states under a measure being intro-
duced in Congress, two lawmakers said Thursday.

U.S. Sen. John Thune, R-S.D., and Rep. Kristi Noem, R-S.D., said the
measure would require the U.S. agriculture secretary to respond to fire
hazards caused by beetle infestations, disease and drought in national
forests. The agriculture secretary would have to designate at least one
national forest in each state for the expedited work, they said.

Under the bill, the Forest Service could declare emergencies in
some areas to speed up the environmental review process and begin
cutting or spraying trees, or conducting proscribed burns, Thune said.
The measure also would increase the size of areas where the expedited
treatment could take place from the current 200 acres to a new maxi-
mum limit of 10,000 acres.
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