
Clinic has not had any positive
tests this year, either.

“Heartworms cannot be spread
from dog to dog, or from dog to
stool to dog,” Teachout said. “The
mosquito actually has to bite the
dog and pick up the heartworm lar-
vae. When it goes and bites an-
other dog, that is how the
heartworm spreads.”

Teachout said the recent cases
shouldn’t alarm dog owners, but it
is a reminder that heartworms are
in the Yankton area and preventive
measures should be taken with
pets.

“The biggest concern we had
this year was our long, dry and
warm winter,” he stated. “We had
mosquitos clear through Thanks-
giving last year. We started seeing
mosquitos again a month ago. We
really didn’t have a normal winter
to keep the mosquito population
under control. 

“Just like any year, we’re recom-
mending to get dogs tested and
getting them on a preventive dur-
ing the mosquito season,” Tea-
chout added. “Normally, our
mosquito season lasts about six
months. But this last year it was
seven to 7 1/2 months.”

He said some in his profession
are advocating for year-round pre-
ventive treatment regardless of the
mosquito season.

“Up here, with our last winter, it
is making me a believer in that,”
Teachout said. “If we’re not going
to have our normal hard-frost win-
ters, then we want to prevent 12
months a year.”

Preventives kill the larvae right
away so they can’t develop into an
adult heartworm.

According to the American
Heartworm Society, at a mild level,
signs of the disease can include a
cough, exercise intolerance and ab-
normal lung sounds. When it be-
comes severe, symptoms can
include a cough, exercise intoler-
ance, difficulty breathing, abnor-
mal lung sounds, enlargement of
the liver, temporary loss of con-
sciousness due to poor blood flow

to the brain, fluid accumulation in
the abdominal cavity, abnormal
heart sounds and even death.

Teachout said that one of the
problems is that the dogs that re-
ally should be tested for heart-
worm do not get that kind of
attention.

“The dogs that should be tested
are the ones running loose, nobody
owns or no one gives good veteri-
nary care,” he stated. “Those are
the dogs that are probably going to
be the reservoir for heartworms.
We’ve seen it in the past, such as
years and years ago when we had a
bad outbreak in Mission Hill. It was
dogs that had been dumped off on
an elderly lady, and she didn’t have
the money for veterinary care.”

You can follow Nathan Johnson
on Twitter at twitter.com/AnInland-
Voyage
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 6-7pm – Domestic Beers 
 $1.50

 5-7pm – Hamburger/
 Pizza Burger & Fries  $5.00

 Thursday

 Ribs
 Serving 5:30-8:00

 Bing o  Wed. at 7:00pm
 Sunday at 6:30pm

 Happy Hou r  M-F 4:30-7:30

 Friday

 Saturday 

 Chislic Served Last 
 Wednesday of Each Month

 VFW   Post 791
 209 Cedar

 OPEN TO THE PUBLIC
 Wednesday & Sunday

 5-7pm Cooks Choice 
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 HUNGER GAMES
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 OHIYA CASINO & BINGO
 SATURDAY, APRIL 21ST
 $2,000 in Total Cash Drawings
 $200 Drawn Every 30 Minutes 7:30 to Midnight

 PLAY NOW TO  WIN A...
 2012 Kawasaki 4-Wheeler!
 Drawing Held May 26, 2012

 OHIYA RESTAURANT  Sat., April 21st
 Dinner Special ~  Ribeye $13.95 

 Daily Noon Specials  Monday-Friday

 Saturday & Sunday Breakfast Buffet $7.50
 OHIYA BINGO HALL  Sat., April 21st

 $30 Pays $150
 Warm-Ups 6:00pm 
 Reg. Session 6:30pm

 Nebraska’s First Casino  5 miles east of Niobrara, NE 
 off Hwy. 12 •  402-857-3860 www.ohiyacasino.com

 Owned and Operated by The Santee Sioux Nation
 Mgmt. has the right to make changes at any given time.
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 Out On The Town
 CJ’s At The Lak e
 CJatthelake.com  for menu’s, events & bands  • 402-388-4267 
 Weigan Rd., NE side of the lake • 10 miles north of Crofton • 11 miles southwest of Yankton

 SAVE ON YOUR WALLET – OPEN EVERY DAY!

 BREAKFAST BUFFET EVERY SUNDAY 8AM
 SUNDAY NITE:  3 Piece Chicken & Salad Bar ONLY  $8.95
 MONDAY:  14 Oz. Ribeye with Salad Bar   $12.95
 TUESDAY:  Taco   99¢
 WEDNESDAY:  14 Oz. Ribeye with Salad Bar  $12.95
 THURSDAY:  Hamburgers  $1.25
 FRIDAY:  All You Can Eat Walleye & Grilled Shrimp ONLY  $13.95
 SATURDAY:  All You Can Eat BBQ Ribs ONLY  $13.95

 All proceeds go to Yankton’s SAR K-9 Response Team

 Looking for
 Obedience Training?

 Classes Start
 Monday, April 3 0

 For information & registration 
 contact Bill Sohl, Volunteer Instructor, 

 661-7077• williamwsohl@hotmail.com
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Principal of the Year, now com-
pete for national honors.

Brinkman and Rieckman will
be recognized in September in
Washington. This event salutes
principals and serves as a forum
to share their experience and ex-
pertise with other selected prin-
cipals, with national leaders in
education and with legislators.

While in Washington, the two
men will enter the National Asso-
ciation of Secondary School Prin-
cipals/MetLife National Principal
of the Year Program.

“This is the first time that I
have ever been to Washington,
D.C., and I am really excited
about it,” Brinkman said.

MAKING A DIFFERENCE
Ironically, Brinkman entered

education as more of a mid-life ca-
reer change.

He graduated with a bache-
lor’s degree in education from
Dakota State College (now
Dakota State University) in Madi-
son. His wife was offered a teach-
ing job at Fairfax, so they moved
to the area and he worked in non-
teaching jobs for 16 years.

“But it wasn’t what I wanted
to do, or what I went to college to
do,” he said.

Brinkman got his foot back
into the school arena by coach-
ing at Bonesteel-Fairfax. 

“While I began coaching, I re-
developed my interest with stu-
dents, so I renewed my teaching
certificate,” he said. “After re-
newing my certificate, I substi-
tute-taught at Andes Central.”

Brinkman found himself
thrown into an unusual situation.

“I was teaching at Andes Cen-
tral but coaching at Bonesteel-
Fairfax, so I was coaching against
the students I was teaching,” he
said with a chuckle.

Brinkman eventually joined
the Andes Central teaching staff
in 1994 when he was hired as a
language arts instructor and
coach.

“I ended up with a career here

and haven’t gone anywhere else,”
he said.

He has served as a principal
for 10 years. He earned his mas-
ter’s degree in educational ad-
ministration at the University of
South Dakota. He later earned his
specialist degree from the Uni-
versity of Sioux Falls.

Brinkman has remained in
touch with students and staff on
a daily basis. The coaching has
provided a natural connection,
and he remains active in commu-
nity affairs. He won the Commu-
nity Leadership Award in 2010
from the state principals’ associ-
ation.

“I enjoy the interaction with
students and staff a lot,” he said.
“I love teaching and education,
and the issues that go with it. I
am always looking at how to im-
prove student performance.”

Brinkman believes his
longevity with the Andes Central
school district has built a strong
chemistry with those around
him. He also believes it has built
an importance sense of team-
work, trust and continuity.

“I don’t believe in telling peo-
ple that it’s my way or the high-
way. I believe in collaboration
and working with the group,” he
said.

“Now, at some point in time,
they need to realize that I’m their
boss and what needs to be done.
But I like to think I have devel-
oped a strong working relation-
ship with the staff.”

Brinkman doesn’t want to see
any students fall through the
cracks.

“All the teachers are assigned
a certain group of kids that they
stay with all year,” he said. “We
have teachers who are here at 8
a.m. There are always students
who are visiting with teachers be-
fore the school day starts. They
laugh, joke and get ready for the
day.”

Brinkman has worked with the
students and staff to improve
reading and math scores. He com-
mends the district’s Jobs for
America’s Graduates (JAG) pro-
gram with building students’
speaking skills and confidence.

The Andes Central school dis-
trict also offers a transition pro-
gram for sixth graders so they feel
comfortable making the move to

the secondary level, Brinkman
said.

The commitment continues
through junior and senior high
school, Brinkman said. The school
offers online learning programs
from a number of states so stu-
dents can take specialized
courses not otherwise available to
them.

“We offer personalized learning
plans,” he said. “We have offered
medical terminology, auto me-
chanics and even a marine biol-
ogy course that was available
from Florida.”

Andes Central students must
also complete a senior project
prior to graduation, Brinkman
said. On this particular day, Joy
Kirkpatrick stopped by the princi-
pal’s office to discuss her senior
project.

As part of the project, the high
school seniors experience a ca-
reer, conduct research and give a
presentation, Brinkman said.

“They go through the whole
process and decide if it’s the ca-
reer they want to go into,” he said.
“It’s priceless. It can steer them to
a different career and can save
them a lot of money in college.”

“BE ALL YOU CAN BE”
Brinkman believes in encour-

aging students to reach their po-
tential.

“I encourage students to ‘be all
you can be,’” he said. “I know that
sounds like an Army promotion,
but that’s what I believe. I don’t
want our students just to get by. I
want them to be the best. Some-
times that works, sometimes it
doesn’t.”

Andes Central Superintendent
Darrell Mueller surprised
Brinkman with the announcement
of his state award and presenta-
tion of a plaque during a girls bas-
ketball game.

But Brinkman doesn’t measure
success in terms of awards that
hang on the wall.

“It’s great to see the smile on
the kids’ faces when they get an
‘A’,” he said. “It says, what I do
here is working. I think I’m doing
something right, doing something
good.”

You can read Randy Dock-
endorf on Twitter at
twitter.com/RDockendorf
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alive, arguing that it was a way to
begin considering a badly needed,
broad revamping of the entire tax
code. 

The lone defecting Democrat
was Sen. Mark Pryor of Arkansas,
who said making the rich pay a fair
share of taxes should occur as part
of an overall tax overhaul, “not as a
political ploy meant to score
points.”

Neither Collins nor Pryor face
re-election until 2014. 

Monday’s vote was the first
time a “Buffett rule” proposal has
come to a Senate vote this election
year, though Democrats have tried
unsuccessfully in recent months to
impose modest surcharges on the

income of the wealthy. 
With presidential and congres-

sional elections approaching in No-
vember, it was also a microcosm of
the broader battle the two parties
are waging over an economy that
is still having a tough time creating
enough new jobs. And the fight
isn’t confined to the Senate floor.

On Thursday, the House plans
to vote on a plan by House Major-
ity Leader Eric Cantor, R-Va., to
provide 20 percent tax deductions
to all businesses with fewer than
500 workers — a threshold that in-
cludes 99.9 percent of all U.S. com-
panies.

Republicans say that plan
would spur job creation, while De-
mocrats call it a giveaway to busi-
ness because firms would not have
to hire employees to receive the re-
duction. That bill is expected to
pass the GOP-run House but die in
the Democratic-led Senate. 

The Senate vote was on a meas-

ure by Sen. Sheldon Whitehouse,
D-R.I., that would impose a mini-
mum 30 percent income tax on
people making over $2 million
yearly and phase in higher taxes
for those earning at least $1 mil-
lion. The measure is nicknamed for
billionaire Warren Buffett, who has
called for higher taxes on the rich.

The fight has been politically ir-
resistible for both sides. 

It allows Democrats to take
shots at Mitt Romney, the wealthy,
all-but-certain GOP presidential
nominee. He has released data
showing he paid an effective tax
rate of only around 14 percent in
2010 and about 15 percent last
year, both years earning around
$21 million.

For Republicans, it’s a chance
to accuse its Democratic backers
of pressing for tax increases that
will divert money employers could
otherwise use to expand and hire
more workers. 

Senate
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