
WASHINGTON (AP) — Rocker and
gun rights champion Ted Nugent says
he will meet with the Secret Service on
Thursday to explain his raucous re-
marks about what he called Barack
Obama’s “evil, America-hating admin-
istration” — comments some critics in-
terpreted as a threat against the
president. 

“The conclusion will be obvious
that I threatened no one,” Nugent told
radio interviewer Glenn Beck on
Wednesday. Nugent said he’d been
contacted by the agency and would
cooperate fully even though he found
the complaints “silly.”

The controversy erupted after the

self-styled “Motor City Madman” made
an impassioned plea for support for
Republican presidential candidate Mitt
Romney during the National Rifle Asso-
ciation meeting in St. Louis last week-
end. “We need to ride into that
battlefield and chop their heads off in
November,” Nugent said of the Obama
administration.

He also included a cryptic pro-
nouncement: “If Barack Obama be-
comes the next president in
November, again, I will either be dead
or in jail by this time next year.”

Outraged Democrats circulated the
remarks and suggested they were
threatening. Secret Service spokesman

George Ogilvie confirmed that the
agency was looking into the matter but
declined to give details. “We are aware
of the incident and we are taking ap-
propriate follow-up,” Ogilvie said. 

Nugent said he was simply trying
to galvanize voters. The hard rocker,
best known for ‘70s hits like “Cat
Scratch Fever,” is a conservative ac-
tivist and has a history of heated and
sometimes vulgar criticism of Obama.
Nugent endorsed Romney after speak-
ing to him last month.

BEIRUT (AP) — Syrian secu-
rity forces opened fire Wednes-
day on anti-regime
demonstrators surrounding the
cars of a U.N. team meant to
monitor a shaky cease-fire, send-
ing the observers speeding off
and protesters dashing for cover,
according to activists and ama-
teur videos.

The fresh violence in a suburb
of Damascus, the Syrian capital,
provided the first public glimpse
of the work of the small team
struggling to reinforce the inter-
national community’s stumbling
efforts to end 13 months of
deadly conflict in Syria.

The shooting, which wounded
at least eight people, could also
complicate the deployment of a
larger U.N. mission to help a
cease-fire take hold between
President Bashar Assad’s forces
and opposition fighters.

The difficulties of the team’s
mission was clear Wednesday dur-
ing its visit to the suburb of Ar-
been, just northeast of Damascus.

The team did not announce its
plans to visit the area, but a local
activist said residents guessed
they were coming when tanks
posted throughout the area with-
drew early Wednesday.
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3 Secret Service Agents Booted Amid Scandal
WASHINGTON (AP) — Moving swiftly, the Secret Service forced

out three agents Wednesday in a prostitution scandal that has em-
barrassed President Barack Obama. A senior congressman wel-
comed the move to hold people responsible for the tawdry episode
but warned “it’s not over.”

The agency announced three agents are leaving the service
even as separate U.S. government investigations were under way.

The Secret Service did not identify the agents being forced out
of the government or eight more it said remain on administrative
leave. In a statement, it said one supervisor was allowed to retire
and another will be fired for cause. A third employee, who was not
a supervisor, has resigned.

The agents were implicated in the prostitution scandal in
Colombia that also involved about 10 military service members
and as many as 20 women. All the Secret Service employees who
were involved had their security clearances revoked.

Reagan Invoked By Both Romney And Obama  
NEW YORK (AP) — There they go again. President Barack

Obama and Republican rival Mitt Romney both like to channel
Ronald Reagan. Neither one should probably push it too far.

Obama frequently mentions the conservative icon and hints at
parallels between now and 1984.

Then, President Reagan also was seeking a second term after a
severe recession that sent unemployment soaring into double dig-
its. His approval ratings that April were in the low 50s. Obama’s
now are just below 50 percent.

But as Election Day neared, Reagan benefited from a surging re-
covery and swamped Democrat Walter Mondale. Obama still faces
stubbornly high joblessness and anemic growth.

Obama was campaigning Wednesday in Ohio and Michigan —
battleground states hard hit by the recession and home in the
1980s to blue-collar “Reagan Democrats.”

Texas Nurse Charged In Killing Of Mother 
SPRING, Texas (AP) — Verna McClain told her fiancé she had

given birth to their child. But after she suffered a miscarriage, au-
thorities said, she went looking for another baby to present to him.

Now she’s accused of killing a young mother to take one by
force.

Investigators say McClain waited outside a pediatrician’s office
north of Houston and shot Kala Golden before taking her tiny new-
born son, who was only three days old.

Little Keegan Golden was found unharmed hours later with Mc-
Clain’s sister — who was told that her sister planned to adopt the
boy. He is back with family members.

McClain is charged with capital murder and was being held
Wednesday without bond. Authorities say she admitted attacking
the woman Tuesday and stealing her baby from his mother’s
pickup truck.

Norway Gunman Calls For Freedom Or Death  
OSLO, Norway (AP) — The right-wing fanatic on trial for mas-

sacring 77 people in Norway says he wants either freedom or
death, calling the country’s prison terms “pathetic” and arguing for
the return of capital punishment, which was last used here to exe-
cute Nazi collaborators after World War II.

In the third day of his terror trial, Anders Behring Breivik was
grilled by prosecutors about the anti-Muslim militant group he
claims to belong to.

He rejected their suggestions that the “Knights Templar”
doesn’t exist, but admitted he had embellished when describing
the network in a 1,500-page manifesto he published online before
the bomb-and-shooting rampage on July 22.

“In principle it is not an organization in a conventional sense,”
he said, describing it as a leaderless network consisting of “inde-
pendent cells.”

Prosecutors told reporters after Wednesday’s hearing that they
don’t believe the group is real or that the meetings Breivik claims
took place in Liberia, Britain and the Baltic countries ever hap-
pened.

BY MATTHEW DALY
Associated Press

WASHINGTON — The company planning
the disputed Keystone XL oil pipeline has
proposed a new route through Nebraska that
avoids the state’s environmentally sensitive
Sandhills region.

Calgary-based TransCanada submitted a
series of proposed routes — including a pre-
ferred alternative — late Wednesday to Ne-
braska environmental officials. 

The state has become a focus of concern
for the 1,700-mile pipeline, which would carry
oil from Canada to the Texas Gulf Coast. Pres-
ident Barack Obama blocked the pipeline ear-
lier this year, citing uncertainty over the
Nebraska route, which would travel above an
aquifer that provides water to eight states. 

Details of the preferred route were not im-

mediately available. A spokesman for the Ne-
braska Department of Environmental Quality
said officials hope to post the full proposal
on the Internet as soon as Thursday.

A spokeswoman for the State Department
said U.S. officials had not received notifica-
tion of a new route. State Department ap-
proval is needed because the $7 billion
pipeline would cross a U.S. border.

In blocking the pipeline in January, Obama
said there was not enough time for a fair re-
view before a looming deadline forced on him
by congressional Republicans. The action did
not kill the project but put off a tough choice
on the pipeline project, which has become a
flashpoint in a bitter partisan fight over jobs
and the environment.

Pipeline supporters — including GOP law-
makers and many business and labor lead-
ers— call the pipeline an important job

creator. Opponents — including Democrats
and environmental groups — say it would
transport “dirty oil” from tar sands in Al-
berta, Canada, that requires huge amounts of
energy to extract. They also worry about a
possible spill. 

Nebraska Gov. Dave Heineman signed a
bill earlier this week that allows the state to
proceed with its review of the proposed
pipeline through his state, regardless of what
happens at the federal level. 

Obama said last month he will direct fed-
eral agencies to fast-track a segment of the
pipeline from Oklahoma to Texas. The 485-
mile line from Cushing, Okla., to refineries on
Texas’ Gulf coast would remove a critical bot-
tleneck in the country’s oil transportation
system, as rising oil production has outgrown
pipelines’ capacity to deliver oil to refineries.

UN Monitors Flee Syrian Protest
After Security Forces Open Fire  

U.S. Apologizes
For Newly

Found Photos
WASHINGTON (AP) — Defense

Secretary Leon Panetta apologized
Wednesday for gruesome, newly
revealed photographs that pur-
port to show U.S. soldiers posing
with the bloodied remains of dead
insurgents in Afghanistan two
years ago. He said war can lead
young troops to “foolish deci-
sions” and expressed concern the
photos could incite fresh violence
against Americans.

The White House called the
photos “reprehensible,” joining
Panetta and other top military offi-
cials in expressing regret for the
latest in a string of embarrassing
missteps by the U.S. military in a
war that’s built on earning the
trust and confidence of ordinary
Afghans. In recent months, Ameri-
can troops have been caught up in
controversies over burning Mus-
lim holy books, urinating on
Afghan corpses, an alleged mas-
sacre of 17 Afghan villagers and
other misdeeds.

“This is war. I know that war is
ugly and it’s violent, and I know
that young people sometimes
caught up in the moment make
some very foolish decisions,”
Panetta said. “I am not excusing
that behavior, but neither do I
want these images to bring further
injury to our people or to our rela-
tionship with the Afghan people.”

“My apology is on behalf of the
Department of Defense and the
U.S. government,” Panetta told a
news conference in Brussels fol-
lowing a meeting of NATO allies at
which the way ahead in
Afghanistan was the central topic.

Keystone Pipeline

TransCanada Submits New Route
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Republican presidential candidate Mitt Romney meets supporters following his address at A Roof with a View,
a fifth-floor rooftop venue in Charlotte, N.C., on Wednesday.

Secret Service Has A Talk With Ted Nugent


