
great amounts of sand, silt, and
clay downriver from Gavins Point
Dam.

“Between Gavins Point Dam and
Ponca State Park, scouring and
deposition was prominent, includ-
ing the creation of new large sand-
bars,” Cowman said. 

He adds that the majority of
sand, clay and other sediment
came from within the reach below
Gavins Point Dam. 

“An area would be scoured out,
and the sediment re-deposited
downstream,” he said. “Some areas
of the river are now deeper; that’s
where the scouring took place.” 

He refers to the Landsat satel-
lite photos of sediment deposition
near Vermillion before and after the
2011 flood from Missouri River In-
stitute. 

“While Mulberry Bend near Ver-
million is large, the river moves
through it with consistency,” Cow-
man said. “But near the mouth of

Bow Creek at Audubon Bend south-
west of Meckling, the river nar-
rows. The narrowing channel
causes the river to increase in ve-
locity, apparently resulting in a lot
of bed erosion during the flood.”  

Downstream, the river widens
and slows, and sediment is re-de-
posited, he said. Deposition has
been occurring in this area for a
long time, often resulting in sand-
bars. 

Cowman says that before the
2011 flood, sandbars in the Mis-
souri River weren’t typically much
higher than the river, because of
the regulated flow from the dams.
“When the flood river levels were
10-12 feet above normal, sandbars
were built higher than before. In
the fall, the water level dropped,
leaving higher sandbars,” he said. 

Another major impact of the
2011 flood observed so far between
Gavins Point Dam and Ponca State
Park, is changes to backwaters. 

“Several areas have backwaters,
or shallow extensions of the river.
Backwaters — sometimes called
the ‘kitchen sink’ of rivers — are
low-energy areas where organisms
in the lower part of the food chain
flourish.” 

He said that regulated flows
have resulted in some backwaters
drying up, but the 2011 flood
“changed some of these backwa-
ters from a closed, to a flow
through backwater. One example is
just southwest of the Discovery
Bridge at Yankton.”

Cowman said that the flood
also affected backwaters at Ponca
State Park. “Changes from the
flood are threatening the existence
of backwaters,” he said. “Instead of
the quiet nature of the backwater,
current moves through which
could affect the feeding areas. Be-
cause of increased flow, these
areas are threatened by erosion.”

He recalled a saying common
among early steamboat pilots:
“’Crookedness you see ain’t half the
crookedness that’s there.’ Riverboat
pilots knew when you look at the
river and a map, you can see bends
and turns. The river, generally one-
half to a mile wide, is shallow, with
the deepest area (thalweg) carrying
most the current and energy. That
main channel snakes around like a
serpent, from the South Dakota side
to the Nebraska side and is often
hard to follow.”

While the main channel of the

Missouri River is 10-20 feet deep,
much of the river can be just 3-5
feet deep. Cowman says the flood
caused some extreme shifts in the
channel. 

He points to an aerial photo of
the river at Burban. “For as long as
I can remember, the current went
on the south side of this island.
Today, that area is filled in with
sand on the south side. The thal-
weg is on the South Dakota side of
the river, not the Nebraska side.” 

Cowman’s presentation for the
biannual lecture series and other
talks involve impacts of Missouri
River flooding on land, water and
people. 

“We picked a theme the public
wants to know more about,” Cow-
man said. “We will look at what
happens when it floods and the re-
lationship between the river and
historic flooding. We have had
good turn out from towns along
the river. There will be many con-
versation moments to trade stories
about the river.”
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Bon Homme Co. Democrats Meet Wednesday

TYNDALL — The Bon Homme County Democrats will meet at 8 p.m.
Wednesday April 25, at the Bon Homme County Courthouse, Tyndall. 

Plans for Czech Days, a Legislative Session wrap-up and other items
will be discussed.

Fundraising Event Slated For Avera Pavilion
The Avera Sacred Heart Foundation will be sponsoring a Mountain

Man Nut & Fruit Co., Tupperware and Thirty One Luxury Organizers
Fundraiser from 9 a.m.-5 p.m. on Thursday, April 26, in the Avera Sa-
cred Heart Hospital Pavilion Atrium. Cash and Carry will be available.
Checks and credit will be accepted.

Partial funds raised from this event will go to the Cardiac Pul-
monary Rehab Department at Avera Sacred Heart Hospital. 

If you have any questions, contact the Avera Sacred Heart Founda-
tion at (605) 668-8310. 

Arbor Day Festivities Set For Yankton Friday
The public is invited to the Arbor Day Festivities and the celebra-

tion of Yankton’s 29th year as a Tree City USA. The festivities will be
held at Yankton Community Library, located at 515 Walnut Street, at 1
p.m. Friday, April 27.

Trees will be planted as part of the Arbor Day celebration. The cele-
bration will include participation by first graders from Webster Ele-
mentary School, Keep Yankton Beautiful, the Mayor and the Yankton
Parks Department.

If you have questions, contact the Department of Parks and Recre-
ation Office at 668-5231. 

Gospel Singing Convention Meets Sunday
KAYLOR — The Southeastern Gospel Singing Convention will be

meeting at 2 p.m. Sunday, April 29, at the GRHS Meeting Hall located on
the north end of Main Street in Kaylor.

The Singing Convention is a nondenominational effort to preserve
our heritage of singing old time hymns and Gospel songs in four part
harmony. These Sunday afternoon songfests have been held in numer-
ous locations across southeastern South Dakota for more than 10 years.

The afternoon event is free and open to the public. Everyone is en-
couraged to come enjoy the music and join in the singing.

Alan Ward of Viborg is the director and several pianists from the
area come and accompany the singing.

The German from Russia Heritage Society invites all to come and
see their facilities and join in an afternoon of singing and good fellow-
ship. 

For further information, you may contact the Singing Convention
Secretary at 605-212-9011.
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Eldon Peters 
DELMONT — Eldon Peters, 69,

died Sunday, April 22 at his home
in Delmont.  

Funeral service will be Thurs-
day, April 26, 2012 at 10:00 a.m. at
Zion Lutheran Church in Del-
mont.  

Visitation will be Wednesday,
April 25 from 5 to 7 p.m. with a
7:00 p.m. prayer service at Zion
Lutheran Church in Delmont.  

Arrangements by Koehn Bros.
Funeral Home in Parkston.

Grateful for having shared his
life are his wife, Joyce of Del-

mont; children:  Scott Peters of
Delmont; Michelle (Mark) Friess
of Akron, OH; Shannon (Paulette)
Peters of Tyndall, SD; Sheri
Mogck of Brandon, SD; and Troy
(Mary) Peters of Lennox, SD; 10
grandchildren; a brother, Henry
(Lorraine) Peters of Delmont;
and 3 sisters:  Bernice (Donald)
Stoebner of Bettendorf, IA; Elaine
Stoebner of Tripp, SD; and Lois
(Dennis) Batterman of Delmont.

Yankton Press & Dakotan
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Duane Fahr
BLOOMFIELD, Neb. — Pastor

Duane L. Fahr, 64, of Bloomfield,
Neb., died suddenly Saturday, April
21, 2012, in Bloomfield.

Funeral services are at 2 p.m.
Thursday at First Trinity Lutheran
Church, Bloomfield. Pastors Rus-
sell Summerfeld and Gary Tro-
bridge will officiate, with burial in
Bloomfield City Cemetery. 

Visitation is 4-8 p.m. Wednes-
day, with a 7 p.m. prayer service,
at the church. 

Brockhaus Funeral Home,
Bloomfield, is in charge of
arrangements.  

type of financing that would be
most appropriate. They also had
to create elevator pitches and
present their business ideas to
the finance groups in hopes of get-
ting funding.  

The finance teams, in turn, had
to decide what type of businesses
they wanted to invest in and at
what terms. 

Speakers at the beginning of
the camp included Nick Cerny, as-
sistant director of admissions at
USD, Jeff Eckhoff, Small Business
Development director at USD, and
Kelsey Schmidt, a USD business
student currently involved in the
university’s Entrepreneurship Pro-
gram. 

She gave the students an exam-
ple of an “elevator pitch” used, for
example, to convince financiers to
invest in a company.

Mentors included Ben Hanten,
who is involved with Two Bridges
Capital, LLC, of Yankton; Eckhoff;
Mel Ustad of the South Dakota
Governor’s Office of Economic De-
velopment; and John Brown of the
Small Business Administration of-
fice in Sioux Falls.

“Everyone who served as a
mentor had real-world experience
related to the groups that they
were mentoring,” Howe said. 

The students in the entrepre-
neur groups had to fulfill nearly
every goal that a real-life busi-
nessperson would have to fulfill -
from making appointments and
determining what types of financ-
ing would best work, to develop-
ing elevator pitches.

“Often times, in traditional
business classes, you’re taught
how to put together a business
plan,” Howe said. “It’s pretty basic
stuff - what type of business are
you dealing with, what’s your
product, what market are you
going to sell to - and that’s what

students get often at both the
high school and college levels. 

“What doesn’t get talked about
is once you have your business
plan, what do you do next? How
do you get financed? What we
want to do is expose students to
the concept that there are other
ways of getting financing than just
your traditional banking system,
and that, depending on your busi-
ness, you might be better suited
to different types of financing,” he
said. “We just wanted to give stu-
dents a quick overview of what it
is really like to get financing.”

Howe is certain that there will
be at minimum, a fifth entrepre-
neurship camp hosted in Vermil-
lion next year. It is an exercise,
however, that has the potential to
spread.

“The goal is to get it into all of
the schools in the region and not
just be a Vermillion thing,” he
said. “There’s no reason that it
can’t run in Yankton. We’ve done
it for four years, and we’re ready
to say to other schools, ‘Here’s
how we do it ... maybe you can
run with it.’ And each teacher that
we’ve had attend this has really
liked it a lot.”

Yankton students participated
in the camp last year, but weren’t

able to attend last week’s event.
Yankton High’s economics
teacher, Brady Muth, however,
traveled to Vermillion to partici-
pate as a mentor. 

Other mentors included Gerald
Gramm of the state Department of
Education; Ben Hanten of Two
Bridges Capital, LLC, Yankton; Jeff
Eckhoff, Small Business Develop-
ment Center, USD; Jeff VanDenHul,
DVHS marketing teacher; Dan
Specht, Vision Real Estate, Yank-
ton; Mel Ustad, Governor’s Office
of Economic Development; Joanne
Ustad, VHS business teacher; Sue
Stoll, Small Business Development
Center, Yankton; and John Brown,
Small Business Administration,
Sioux Falls.

“We got great feedback from
the instructors from Dakota Val-
ley, who said that this was of great
value to their students,” Howe
said. “This camp also brings to-
gether the education community
and the economic development
community, and that’s a good
partnership. We’d like to see this
in school districts across the
state.

“It’s a valuable experience for
both the kids and the mentors,”
he said. 

DAVID LIAS/VERMILLION PLAIN TALK

Steve Howe, executive director of the Vermillion Area Chamber of Com-
merce and Development Company, addresses local high school students
at Friday’s camp. (Photo by David Lias)
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Historian, Author
To Speak On Native

Americans And
Missouri River

VERMILLION — The University
of South Dakota’s Missouri River
Institute and the South Dakota
Humanities Council are present-
ing a lecture by historian and au-
thor Michael L. Lawson at 1 p.m.
on April 30 at Farber Hall.

Lawson will discuss the im-
pact of the dams built by the U.S.
Army Corps of Engineers on the
Missouri River as part of the Pick-
Sloan Plan. His lecture will pro-
vide a snapshot of how the Sioux
utilized and adapted to the Mis-
souri before the dams were built,
and how these projects displaced
hundreds of Sioux families, forc-
ing them to move from their
homes on resource-rich bottom-
lands. He will also discuss how
government management of the
Missouri River has evolved under
Pick-Sloan. Lawson will conclude
by describing how developments
over the last three decades have
allowed the Sioux tribes to gain
additional compensation from
Congress for their original losses
and to finally realize more tangi-
ble benefits from the Pick-Sloan
projects.

A partner in Morgan, Angel &
Associates LLC, a historical and
public policy consulting firm in
Washington, D.C., Lawson is the
author of “Dammed Indians Revis-
ited: The Continuing History of
the Pick-Sloan Plan and the Mis-
souri River Sioux.”

Lawson’s lecture, which is free
and open to the public, was made
possible with a grant from the
South Dakota Humanities Council,
an affiliate of the National Endow-
ment for the Humanities.

said. “I wish I did know exactly
what that was, but I would encour-
age us to work together with the
community and see what that cost
would be because it would take
pressure off the landfill.”

Tom Nelson and Julie Perakslis
of Keep Yankton Beautiful also
told the commission that single-
stream recycling is needed.

“When we go out and do pre-
sentations for the public and talk
to members, there is a hunger for
a stronger recycling program in
this community,” Perakslis said.
“People want to be able to recycle
glass. They are confused about
the difference between cardboard
and pressboard. They’re not sure
what the program takes. They
want the program to be easier.
They don’t want to have to sepa-
rate things into a bunch of con-
tainers. They don’t have the time
for it. 

“I honestly think if we went
with a single stream program, we
would get a lot more participa-
tion,” she added. “People want it.”

The costs of different recycling
options for the Joint Powers will
be examined as part of a rate de-
sign study for all its operations
that will be included in the next
phase of the strategic planning.

The following are the key ele-
ments identified by HDR in the
summary of the recommended op-
erational strategy:

• Continue to operate a landfill.
Waste-to-energy technologies are
either too expensive or not com-
mercially proven. Long haul dis-
posal of the waste to another
landfill will likely cost more and
will result in the Joint Powers los-
ing partial control of their waste
disposal. 

• Maximize the existing land-
fill’s capacity by re-permitting it to
allow for higher waste placement
and steeper sideslopes. 

• Re-permit the landfill’s liner
design requirements to allow for
an in situ liner construction. This

will reduce the cost of future cell
constructions. 

• Complete a detailed rate de-
sign study. 

• Consider privatization of recy-
cling programs in Vermillion and
Yankton. This could lower cost and
help manage uncertainties inherent
to the recyclable market. 

• Modify the Vermillion Recy-
cling Center to improve efficiency
and safety. Modifications need to
be done in consideration with po-
tential expansion of recycling pro-
grams. 

• Consider franchise solid
waste collection in Vermillion. This
should lower the cost of collection,
reduce the number of haul trucks
going down residential streets and
save on the wear and tear of city
streets.

To read the entire 154-page re-
port, visit www.cityofyankton.org.

At the conclusion of the presen-
tation, the commission voted to ac-
cept HDR’s report.

Commissioner Dave Carda was
absent from Monday’s meeting.

Also Monday, the commission
authorized the sale and consump-
tion of alcoholic beverages on a
portion of the public sidewalk im-
mediately adjacent to the River-
front Event Center/Marketplace
Cafe in downtown Yankton.

It is the first business in the
community to get permission to
serve alcohol on a portion of the
sidewalk, although such arrange-
ments are common in many cities.

The resolution specifies that al-
cohol consumption is allowed from
11 a.m. to 10 p.m. City Manager
Doug Russell made clear that the
10 p.m. deadline applied to con-
sumption and not just to the final
time that alcohol could be served.

In other business Monday, the
commission:

• recognized retiring firefighters
Darren Moser and Tom Rockne for
their service;

• recognized Mental Wellness
Conference Days, Arbor Day, Mo-
torcycle Safety and Awareness
Month and Community Volunteer
Appreciation Day; and

• held an executive session to
discuss contractual matters.

You can follow Nathan Johnson
on Twitter at twitter.com/AnInland-
Voyage
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