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WASHINGTON — If the mad cow
found in California has you wonder-
ing about food safety, well, there are
plenty of problems that pose serious
risks to the food supply. But mad
cow disease shouldn’t be high on the
worry list.

Just in the past few months,
Americans have been sickened by
contaminated sprouts, raw milk and
sushi. Thirty people died last year
from bacteria-tainted cantaloupe.
And when it comes to hamburger, a
dangerous strain of E. coli that can
lurk in ground beef sickens thou-
sands of people every year.

“What we know is that 3,000
Americans die every year from pre-
ventable food-borne illnesses that
are not linked” to mad cow disease,
said Sarah Klein of the consumer ad-
vocacy group Center for Science in
the Public Interest. “Things like E.
coli, salmonella — that’s where we
should be focusing our attention,
outrage and policy.”

The comparable numbers for
mad cow disease? Four sick cows
ever discovered in the U.S., the one
announced on Tuesday the first
since 2006 — and no human version
of the illness linked to eating U.S.
beef.

Maintaining confidence in ex-
ports fuels the nation’s monitoring of
the beef supply as much as continu-

ing safety concerns, he said.
Tuesday’s news came from that

monitoring: Routine testing of a dead
dairy cow from central California
showed the animal had bovine
spongiform encephalopathy, or BSE,
a disease that gradually eats holes in
the animal’s brain. U.S. health offi-
cials were adamant that there was no
risk to the food supply — the cow
never was destined for the meat mar-
ket, and the World Health Organiza-
tion says humans can’t be infected
by drinking milk from animals with
BSE.

The U.S. has been guarding
against BSE for years, since a mas-
sive outbreak in Britain that not only
decimated that country’s cattle but
showed that eating BSE-contami-
nated meat could trigger a human
version of the disease. A key part of
the safety net: The animal tissues
that can carry the BSE — including
the brain and spinal cord — are re-
moved from cattle before they’re
processed for food.

In addition, the U.S. surveillance
program tests brain tissue taken
from about 40,000 dead cows a year

for BSE. That testing is designed to
target the animals most at risk, said
Dr. Richard Breitmeyer, who heads
the University of California, Davis,
laboratory that initially discovered
the latest case.

High-risk animals include those
with symptoms of neurological dis-
ease; “downer” animals at slaugh-
terhouses; animals that die at
dairies or cattle ranches for un-
known reasons; and cows older
than 30 months like the one in
question, because BSE occurs in
older cows.
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WASHINGTON — Bucking the
Obama administration, Supreme
Court justices seemed to find little
trouble Wednesday with major
parts of Arizona’s tough immigra-
tion law that require police to
check the legal status of people
they stop for other reasons.

But the fate of other provisions
that make Arizona state crimes out
of immigration violations was un-
clear in the court’s final argument
of the term.

The latest clash between states
and the administration turns on
the extent of individual states’
roles in dealing with the nation’s
11 million illegal immigrants. Immi-
gration policy is essentially under
the federal government’s control,
but a half-dozen Republican-domi-
nated states have passed their own
restrictions out of frustration with
what they call Washington’s inac-
tion to combat an illegal flood.

Parts of laws adopted by Ala-
bama, Georgia, Indiana, South Car-
olina and Utah also are on hold
pending the high court’s decision.

Civil rights groups say the Ari-
zona law and those in some other
states encourage racial profiling
and ethnic stereotyping, and de-
bate over such laws could have an
impact on this fall’s elections.
More than 200 protesters gathered
outside the court, most of them

opposed to the Arizona law.
However, in an unusual com-

ment, Chief Justice John Roberts
made clear at the outset of the ad-
ministration’s argument Wednes-
day that the court was looking
only at state-versus-federal power,
not the civil rights concerns that
already are the subject of other
lawsuits. “So this is not a case
about ethnic profiling,” Roberts
said.

That matter dealt with, both lib-
eral and conservative justices re-
acted skeptically to the
administration’s argument that the

state exceeded its authority when
it made the records check, and an-
other provision allowing suspected
illegal immigrants to be arrested
without warrants, part of the Ari-
zona law aimed at driving illegal
immigrants elsewhere.

“You can see it’s not selling
very well,” Justice Sonia So-
tomayor told Solicitor General
Donald Verrilli Jr.

Verrilli tried to convince the
justices that they should view the
law in its entirety, and as inconsis-
tent with federal immigration pol-
icy. He said the records check

would allow the state to “engage
effectively in mass incarceration”
of immigrants lacking
documentation.

He said the law embodying Ari-
zona’s approach of maximum en-
forcement conflicts with a more
nuanced federal immigration pol-
icy that seeks to balance national
security, law enforcement, foreign
policy, human rights and the rights
of law-abiding citizens and immi-
grants.

But Roberts was among those
on the court who took issue with
Verrilli’s characterization of the
check of immigration status, say-
ing the state merely wants to notify
federal authorities it has someone
in custody who may be in the U.S.
illegally. “It seems to me that the
federal government just doesn’t
want to know who’s here illegally
and who’s not,” Roberts said.

Verrilli did not mention
Wednesday that the administration
has deported nearly 400,000 peo-
ple a year, far more than previous
administrations, although the in-
formation was included in written
submissions to the court.

The other provisions that have
been put on hold by lower federal
courts make it a state crime for im-
migrants not to have registration
papers and for illegal immigrants
to seek work or hold jobs. Ari-
zona’s Republican Gov. Jan Brewer,
who signed the law two years ago,
was at the court Wednesday.
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Rubio Outlines Foreign Policy Vision

WASHINGTON (AP) — Sen. Marco Rubio outlined his vision
Wednesday of a more muscular American foreign policy, the latest
salvo in his effort to elevate his profile as Republican presidential
candidate Mitt Romney begins his search for a running mate.

The Florida Republican’s half-hour speech at the centrist Brook-
ings Institution came four weeks after he endorsed Romney and
two days after campaigning with him. He also recently has spoken
of a new immigration proposal that breaks ranks with some in his
own party.

Both in Washington and around the country, the 40-year-old
Cuban-American is pushing himself forward as a fresh conserva-
tive. He has remained coy about whether he would join Romney’s
ticket this November, but his careful criticism of President Barack
Obama’s leadership as well as the isolationist tendencies among
some Republicans reinforced the image he has projected of himself
as a tough conservative but one moderate enough for national
election.

“Global problems do require international coalitions. On that
point this administration is correct,” Rubio told a crowd of almost
200 academics, policymakers and diplomats. “But effective interna-
tional coalitions don’t form themselves. They need to be instigated
and led, and more often than not, they can only be instigated and
led by us. And that is what this administration doesn’t under-
stand.”

Introduced by Sen. Joe Lieberman, the Democratic vice presi-
dential candidate in 2000, Rubio didn’t address whether he’s seek-
ing the same office. The freshman lawmaker has frequently been
mentioned as a potential choice for Romney and a Republican
Party struggling to improve its standing with Hispanic voters. A re-
cent Pew Research Center survey showed Obama with a command-
ing 67 percent to 27 percent advantage over Romney with
Hispanics.

Parents Send Audio Recorders To School
CHERRY HILL, N.J. (AP) — Teachers hurled insults like “bas-

tard,” “tard,” “damn dumb” and “a hippo in a ballerina suit.” A bus
driver threatened to slap one child, while a bus monitor told an-
other, “Shut up, you little dog.”

They were all special needs students, and their parents all
learned about the verbal abuse the same way — by planting audio
recorders on them before sending them off to school.

In cases around the country, suspicious parents have been tak-
ing advantage of convenient, inexpensive technology to tell them
what children, because of their disabilities, are not able to express
on their own. It’s a practice that can help expose abuses, but it
comes with some dangers.

This week, a father in Cherry Hill, N.J., posted on YouTube clips
of secretly recorded audio that caught one adult calling his autistic
10-year-old son “a bastard.” In less than three days, video got 1.2
million views, raising the prominence of the small movement.
There have been at least nine similar cases across the U.S. since
2003.

“If a parent has any reason at all to suggest a child is being
abused or misused, I strongly recommend that they do the same
thing,” said Wendy Fournier, president of the National Autism
Association.

France Raises Prospect Of Syrian Military Action 
BEIRUT (AP) — France raised the prospect of military interven-

tion in Syria on Wednesday, saying the U.N. should consider
harsher measures if an international peace plan that has been
shaken by violence ultimately collapses.

The statement reflects mounting international frustration with
daily attacks that have kept a cease-fire between troops loyal to
President Bashar Assad and armed rebels seeking to oust him from
taking hold.

Activists said government troops killed at least 29 civilians
Wednesday, including 12 killed in shelling in the central city of
Hama.

Rebels attacked elsewhere, killing at least four security personnel.
French Foreign Minister Alain Juppe said France had discussed in-

voking Chapter 7 of the U.N. Charter, which can be enforced militar-
ily, with other world powers. U.S. Secretary of State Hillary Clinton
said last week the United Nations should move toward such a step to
allow for measures like travel and financial sanctions and an arms
embargo. She didn’t mention military action. The U.S. has for more
than a year opposed the further militarization of the situation.

Supreme Court Hints OK On Ariz. Immigration Law
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Pro and anti immigration law supporters demonstrate in front of the
Supreme Court as the court questions Arizona's "show me your papers"
immigration law in Washington, DC.

Mad Cow Not High On List Of Food Supply Risks


