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Father: Diplomat Died Doing What She Loved

CHICAGO (AP) — Anne Smedinghoff had a quiet
ambition and displayed a love of global affairs from an
early age, joining the U.S. Foreign Service straight out
of college and volunteering for missions in perilous lo-
cations worldwide.

So when the 25-year-old suburban Chicago woman
was killed Saturday in southern Afghanistan — the first
American diplomat to die on the job since last year’s
attack in Benghazi, Libya — her family took solace in
the fact that she died doing something she loved.

“It was a great adventure for her ... She loved it,”
her father, Tom Smedinghoff, told The Associated
Press on Sunday. “She was tailor-made for this job.”

Anne Smedinghoff grew up in River Forest, lll. — an upscale suburb
about 10 miles west of Chicago — the daughter of an attorney and the
second of four children. She attended the highly selective Fenwick
High School, followed by Johns Hopkins University, where she majored
in international studies and became a key organizer of the university’s
annual Foreign Affairs Symposium in 2008. The event draws high-pro-
file speakers from around the world.

Those who knew Smedinghoff described her as a positive, hard-
working and dependable young woman.

Official: NKorea’s Warning May Hint At Test

SEOUL, South Korea (AP) — A top South Korean national security
official said Sunday that North Korea may be setting the stage for a mis-
sile test or another provocative act with its warning that it soon will be
unable to guarantee diplomats’ safety in Pyongyang. But he added that
the North'’s clearest objective is to extract concessions from Washing-
ton and Seoul.

North Korea’s warning last week followed weeks of war threats and
other efforts to punish South Korea and the U.S. for ongoing joint mili-
tary drills, and for their support of U.N. sanctions over Pyongyang’s
Feb. 12 nuclear test. Many nations are deciding what to do about the
notice, which said their diplomats’ safety in Pyongyang cannot be guar-
anteed beginning this Wednesday.

Tensions between Seoul and Pyongyang led South Korea’s Joint
Chiefs of Staff to announce Sunday that its chairman had put off a visit
to Washington. The U.S. military said its top commander in South Korea
had also canceled a trip to Washington. The South Korean defense min-
ister said Thursday that North Korea had moved a missile with “consid-
erable range” to its east coast, possibly to conduct a test launch.

His description suggests that the missile could be the Musudan mis-
sile, capable of striking American bases in Guam with its estimated
range of up to 4,000 kilometers (2,490 miles).

Citing North Korea’s suggestion that diplomats leave the country,
South Korean President Park Geun-hye’s national security director said
Pyongyang may be planning a missile launch or another provocation
around Wednesday, according to presidential spokeswoman Kim Haing.

Connecticut Governor Assails Gun Lobby

HARTFORD, Conn. (AP) — Connecticut Gov. Dannel P. Malloy
harshly criticized gun industry lobbyists on Sunday, saying they are
doing too little to halt gun violence.

Just three days after he signed into law new restrictions on
weapons and large-capacity magazines, the governor compared Wayne
LaPierre, executive vice president of the National Rifle Association, to
clowns and said lobbyists want to ensure that the industry can sell
guns indiscriminately.

“Wayne reminds me of the clowns at the circus,” Malloy said of
LaPierre on CNN’s “State of the Union.” “They get the most attention
and that’s what he’s paid to do.”

Representatives of the NRA did not immediately return a call seek-
ing comment.

“What this is about is the ability of the gun industry to sell as many
guns to as many people as possible even if they're deranged, even if
they’re mentally ill, even if they have a criminal background,” Malloy
said. “They don't care. They want to sell guns.”

Arrest Prompts Probe Of Alleged Strangler

LOS ANGELES (AP) — When Los Angeles cold case detectives
caught up with Samuel Little this past fall, he was living in a Christian
shelter in Kentucky, his latest arrest a few months earlier for alleged
possession of a crack pipe. But the LA investigators wanted him on far
more serious charges: The slayings of two women in 1989, both found
strangled and nude below the waist — victims of what police con-
cluded had been sexually motivated strangulations.

Little’s name came up, police said, after DNA evidence collected
at old crime scenes matched samples of his stored in a criminal data-
base. After detectives say they found yet another match, a third mur-
der charge was soon added against Little.

Now, as the 72-year-old former boxer and transient awaits trial in
Los Angeles, authorities in numerous jurisdictions in California,
Florida, Kentucky, Missouri, Louisiana, Texas, Georgia, Mississippi
and Ohio are scouring their own cold case files for possible ties to
Little. One old murder case, in Pascagoula, Miss., already has been
reopened. DNA results are pending in some others.

Little’s more than 100-page rap sheet details crimes in 24 states
spread over 56 years — mostly assault, burglary, armed robbery,
shoplifting and drug violations. In that time, authorities say incredu-
lously, he served less than 10 years in prison.

Smedinghoff

Public Phase Of Immigration Debate To Begin

WASHINGTON (AP) — A raucous public debate over the nation’s
flawed immigration system is set to begin in earnest this week as
senators finalize a bipartisan hill to secure the border, allow tens of
thousands of foreign workers into the country and grant eventual cit-
izenship to the estimated 11 million people living here illegally.

Already negotiators are cautioning of struggles ahead for an issue
that’s defied resolution for years. An immigration deal came close on
the Senate floor in 2007 but collapsed amid interest group bickering
and an angry public backlash.

“There will be a great deal of unhappiness about this proposal be-
cause everybody didn’t get what they wanted,” Sen. John McCain, R-
Ariz., a leader of the eight senators negotiating the legislation, said
Sunday. “There are entrenched positions on both sides of this issue.”

“There’s a long road,” said Sen. Chuck Schumer, D-N.Y., appear-
ing alongside McCain on CBS’ “Face the Nation.” “There are people
on both sides who are against this bill, and they will be able to
shoot at it.”

Afghanistan

General: Taliban Will Be Threat

Official: NATO Auirstrike Kills 11 Children

BY ROBERT BURNS
AP National Security Writer

BAGRAM AIR FIELD, Afghanistan — The
United States accepts that a diminished but re-
silient Taliban is likely to remain a military
threat in some parts of Afghanistan long after
U.S. troops complete their combat mission next
year, the top U.S. military officer said Sunday.

In an Associated Press interview at this air
field north of Kabul, Army Gen. Martin
Dempsey, chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff,
said he is cautiously optimistic that the Afghan
army will hold its own against the insurgency as
Western troops pull back and Afghans assume
the lead combat role. He said that by May or
June, the Afghans will be in the lead throughout
the country.

Asked whether some parts of the country
will remain contested by the Taliban, he replied,
“Yes, of course there will be.”

“And if we were having this conversation 10
years from now, [ suspect there would (still) be
contested areas because the history of
Afghanistan suggests that there will always be
contested areas,” he said.

He and other U.S. commanders have said
that ultimately the Afghans must reach some
sort of political accommodation with the insur-
gents, and that a reconciliation process needs
to be led by Afghans, not Americans. Thus the
No. 1 priority for the U.S. military in its final
months of combat in Afghanistan is to do all
that is possible to boost the strength and confi-
dence of Afghan forces.

Shortly after Dempsey arrived in
Afghanistan on Saturday, the Taliban demon-
strated its ability to strike.

It claimed responsibility for a suicide car
bombing that killed five Americans — three sol-
diers and two civilians, including Anne Smed-
inghoff, a foreign service officer and the first
American diplomat killed overseas since the
terrorist attack Sept. 11 in Benghazi, Libya.

A fierce battle between U.S.-backed Afghan
forces and Taliban militants in a remote corner
of eastern Afghanistan left nearly 20 people
dead, including 11 Afghan children killed in an
airstrike, Afghan officials said Sunday.

KABUL, Afghanistan (AP) — A fierce battle
between U.S.-backed Afghan forces and Tal-
iban militants in a remote corner of eastern
Afghanistan left nearly 20 people dead, includ-
ing 11 Afghan children killed in an airstrike
and an American civilian adviser, officials said
Sunday.

The fighting along a main infiltration route
from Pakistan on Saturday was indicative of a
surge in hostilities as Afghanistan’s spring
fighting season gets underway. This year’s will
be closely watched because Afghan forces are
having to contend with less support from the
international military coalition, making it a
test case of their ability to take on the coun-
try’s resilient insurgency.

The U.S-led coalition confirmed that it
launched airstrikes in Kunar province where
the deaths occurred, stressing that they were

There are now about 66,000 U.S. troops in
Afghanistan. That number is to drop to about
32,000 by February 2014, and the combat mis-
sion is to end in December 2014. Whether some
number — perhaps 9,000 or 10,000 — remain
into 2015 as military trainers and counterinsur-
gents is yet to be decided.

Dempsey spent two days talking to senior
Afghan officials, including his counterpart, Gen.
Sher Mohammad Karimi, as well as top U.S. and
allied commanders.

He also visited a U.S. base in the volatile
eastern province of Paktika for an update on
how U.S. troops are balancing the twin missions
of advising Afghan forces and withdrawing tons
of U.S. equipment as the war effort winds down.

Paktika is an example of a sector of
Afghanistan that is likely to face Taliban resist-
ance for years to come.

Bordering areas of Pakistan that provide
haven for the Taliban and its affiliated Hagqani
network, Paktika has been among the more im-
portant insurgent avenues into the Afghan inte-
rior.

While the province has a functioning govern-

requested by international forces. The coali-
tion said it was assessing the incident, but
could not confirm that civilians were killed.

The battle unfolded on Saturday, the same
day that a total of six Americans, including
three U.S. soldiers, died in violent attacks. In
addition to the U.S. adviser killed during the
operation in the east, two others — a female
foreign service officer with the U.S. State De-
partment and an employee with the U.S. De-
fense Department — died in a suicide
bombing in southern Zabul province during a
trip to donate books to Afghan students.

The deaths capped one of the bloodiest
weeks of the nearly 12-year-old war. On
Wednesday, insurgents ambushed a court-
house in the relatively safe west, killing more
than 46 people.

ment, Taliban influence remains significant in
less populated areas, as it has since U.S. forces
first invaded the country more than 11 years
ago.

“There will be contested areas, and it will be
the Afghans’ choice whether to allow those con-
tested areas to persist, or, when necessary, take
action to exert themselves into those contested
area,” he said.

Dempsey said he is encouraged by the re-
cent development of coordination centers, in-
cluding one in Paktika, where a wide range of
Afghan government agencies work together on
security issues. He called it a “quilt” of govern-
ment structures that links Kabul, the capital, to
ordinary Afghans in distant villages.

In some parts of the country, Afghan vil-
lagers have shown their dissatisfaction with Tal-
iban influence by taking up arms against the
insurgents, even without being pushed by the
U.S. or by Kabul. This has happened in recent
weeks in the Panjwai district of Kandahar
province, a traditional stronghold of the Tal-
iban. The Andar district of Ghazni province has
seen a similar uprising.

Dem, GOP Senators Work
On Background Check Deal

BY ALAN FRAM
Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Two influential senators,
one from each party, are working on an agree-
ment that could expand background checks on
firearms sales to include gun shows and online
transactions, Senate aides said Sunday.

If completed, the effort could represent a
major breakthrough in the effort by President
Barack Obama and his allies to restrict guns fol-
lowing last December’s massacre of school-
children in Newtown, Conn.

Sens. Joe Manchin, D-W.Va., and Pat Toomey,
R-Pa., could nail down an accord early this
week, said the aides, who spoke on condition of
anonymity to describe the private talks. With
the Senate returning Monday from a two-week
recess, the chamber’s debate on gun control
legislation could begin as soon as Tuesday,
though it might be delayed if the lawmakers
need more time to complete a deal, the aides
said.

The potential deal, which aides cautioned
still might change, would exempt transactions
between relatives and temporary transfers for
hunters and sportsmen, they said.

Manchin is a moderate who touts an A rating
from the National Rifle Association, which has
opposed Obama’s gun control drive. Toomey
has solid conservative credentials and was
elected to the Senate two years ago with tea
party support from his Democratic-leaning
state.

A united front by the two lawmakers would
make it easier for gun control advocates to at-
tract support from moderate Democrats who
have been wary of supporting the effort and
from Republicans who have largely opposed it
so far.

With conservative Republicans threatening a
filibuster, Democrats will need 60 of the cham-
ber’s 100 votes to prevail. There are 53 Democ-
rats and two Democratic-leaning independents
in the Senate.

Federal background checks are currently re-
quired only for transactions handled by the
roughly 55,000 federally licensed firearms deal-
ers; private sales such as gun-show or online
purchases are exempt. The system is designed
to keep guns from criminals, people with seri-

ous mental problems, and some
others.
' After 20 first-graders and six
elementary school staffers were
killed at Newtown, Obama pro-
posed applying the require-
ment to virtually all firearms
sales. Gun control advocates
consider expanded background
checks to be the most effective
step lawmakers could take to
curb gun violence.

Also high on Congress’ agenda is immigra-
tion, where a decisive moment is approaching.

Bipartisan groups in the House and Senate
are expected to present legislation as early as
this week aimed at securing the U.S. border, fix-
ing legal immigration and granting legal status
to millions who are in the United States without
authorization. That will open months of debate
on the politically combustible issue, with votes
by the Senate Judiciary Committee expected
later this month.

The House returns Tuesday and initially
plans to consider a bill preventing the National
Labor Relations Board from issuing rules until a
dispute over administration appointees is re-
solved.

Lawmakers will also devote time to the 2014
budget that Obama plans to release Wednesday.
It calls for new tax increases, which Republi-
cans oppose, and smaller annual increases in
Social Security and other government benefit
programs, over the objections of many of the
president’s fellow Democrats.

On Monday, Obama travels to Connecticut to
again make the case for gun legislation, with a
speech at the University of Hartford.

“He’s been working with both sides to try to
get the strongest bill we can that has enforce-
able background checks,” White House senior
adviser Dan Pfeiffer said Sunday on ABC’s “This
Week.”

Other Obama gun control priorities include
banning assault weapons and ammunition mag-
azines with more than 10 rounds. Both bans are
expected to be offered as amendments when
Senate debate begins, but the assault weapons
ban seems sure to be defeated and the high-ca-
pacity magazine prohibition also faces difficult
odds.
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White House
Aide: GOP Must
Cooperate On
Budget Deal

WASHINGTON (AP) — The White
House on Sunday warned Republicans
that a “my way or the highway” approach
would spell the GOP’s defeat in upcoming
budget negotiations and told its Demo-
cratic allies that they, too, will have to
bend on President Barack Obama’s de-
layed spending plan set to be released this
week.

White House senior adviser Dan Pfeif-
fer said the White House was willing to
work with rank-and-file Republicans to
come up with an outline that both jump-
starts the economy and reduces the na-
tion’s red ink. Yet Pfeiffer also told the
GOP that stubbornness among their
party’s leadership would only yield public
embarrassment akin to the one the GOP
faced last year when voters rejected Re-
publican presidential nominee Mitt Rom-
ney’s economic proposals and gave
Obama a second term.

“Right now, the approach of many Re-
publicans — particularly the leadership in
the House — is my way or the highway.
Their view is the only acceptable plan is
to try to cut away prosperity, turn
Medicare into a voucher program and es-
sentially enact the Romney economic
plan,” Pfeiffer said. “The American people
rejected that and Republicans shouldn’t
be doubling down on it.”

But he also warned Democrats who are
wary of some of the president’s cuts that
they will have to sacrifice.

“Look, this is compromise,” Pfeiffer
said. “And compromise means there are
going to be some folks on both sides who
are not happy.”

Obama is set to formally release his
budget outline Wednesday morning. Its
delay from February, then to March and
now to April has left lawmakers in the Re-
publican-led House and Democratic-con-
trolled Senate to write their own budget
proposals and move ahead without a con-
crete plan from Obama’s economic team.
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