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Newe child safety seat guidelines g eaoiamrs

Parents of young children
may need to brush up on their
knowledge of child safety seats
and seat belt restraints. Many are
still operating in adherence to
older guidelines that go back
more than a decade. As a result,
parents should re-educate them-
selves in order to ensure child
safety.

In guidelines published in
April of 2011, the American
Academy of Pediatrics made
some modifications to the period
of time a child should be kept in
a rear-facing seat. Prior to 2011,
parents were told it was safest
for infants and toddlers to ride
rear-facing up to the limits of the
car seat or when children
reached 12 months in age and
20 pounds. But new guidelines
advise that children should be
kept rear-facing until age 2, or
until they reach the maximum
height and weight for their seat.

" A rear-facing child safety
seat does a better job of support-
ing the head, neck and spine of
infants and toddlers in a crash,
because it distributes the force of
the collision over the entire
body," says Dennis Durbin, MD,
FAAP, the lead author of the
new policy.

Transport Canada says chil-
dren should be kept in rear-fac-
ing seats until they outgrow
them. There are some rear-fac-
ing seats that will accommodate
children up to 20 kg (40
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pounds). As long as the child is
still below the weight and height
limit of the current child seat,
they should continue to face the
back of the car.

Rear-facing seat recommen-
dations weren't the only ones to
be modified in 2011. New advice
on booster seats for older chil-
dren were also presented. The
AAP and the National Highway
Traffic Safety Administration say
children should ride in a belt-po-
sitioning booster -- which is the
high-back booster seat that pro-
vides a guide for the vehicle's
seat belt -- until they are at least
4 feet, 9 inches and between 8 to
12 years old.

Vehicle seat belts are de-
signed to fit an average adult. In
order to get the best protection,
children usually need a booster
seat until they are about 4 feet 9
inches tall and weigh between
80 to 100 pounds. Smaller chil-
dren may need to remain in a
booster a little longer than antici-
pated.

Transport Canada advises
that as long as a child still fits
within the manufacturer's
weight and height limits for the
booster seat, it is safer for the
child to remain in the booster
seat rather than wear a regular
seat belt. Canadians also are
urged to check with their
province or territory for specific
laws concerning when a child
can move to a seat belt.
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Children should not ride in
the front seat of a car until they
are age 13 or older. Parents of
preteens who were under the
impression that booster seat days
were coming to an end will need
to keep the safety seats in the car
a few years longer. But safety
seats should not be placed in an
area of the car where an air bag
can be deployed.

Parents and other adult
drivers may want to heed some
other safety precautions before a
child is upgraded to a new seat.

* A seat belt should never be
placed under a child's arm.

* Children should always be
buckled up in a booster seat with
both the shoulder and lap belt.

* The seat belt should fall
across the shoulders and the lap
belt should rest on the upper
thighs when a child is in the seat
of a car. If the seat belt rubs
against the neck, the child is not
yet tall enough to give up a
booster seat.

* Mirrors placed in the rear
seat of the car can help parents
see their children in rear-facing
toddler seats.

* Children who cannot be
trusted to keep a seat belt
latched should not be moved
from a five-point harness to a
regular seat belt.

* Parents unsure if their chil-
dren are buckled up correctly
can have the seat checked at a
police station or first aid building.
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Keeping children safe means
heeding warnings and guidelines
regarding safety restraints. It is
not adviseable to upgrade a child
into the next seat until he or she
has met all the measurement re-
quirements set in place.

Car seat expiration

In addition to using the right
car seat for a child's age, weight
and height, drivers should also
be aware to check the expiration
dates of seats they already have.
While a car seat will not grow
moldy after a few years, it does
"expire," meaning it is no longer
deemed safe for use. That's be-
cause these seats are not built to
last forever. Hairline cracks may
form in the plastic, and the har-
ness belts may become stretched
or more elastic after years of use.
Manufacturers do not test safety
seats after a certain period of
time, so they cannot state how
they will perform in an accident
after many years. Most seats will
feature a label on the bottom
that indicates when the seat is
likely to become unsafe -- typi-
cally between five and six years
after manufacture. It can be
tempting to borrow a used car
seat from a friend or family
member to save money, but if
the seat is older parents could be
putting children at risk.
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* Think ahead. In addition to
addressing existing issues, drivers
can take steps to ensure their
nighttime visibility is protected
over the long haul. The Philips
Headlight Restoration Kit, for ex-
ample, employs a protective UV
coating that can prevent future
clouding for up to two years. In
addition to addressing the head-
lamps, consider how your visibil-
ity is likely to be affected during
the worst possible snowstorm or
on a night with torrential rains.
Keep those conditions in mind
when deciding whether or not to
hang any fuzzy dice or other
trinkets from your rearview mir-
ror. While such items can add a
touch of personality to your ve-
hicle, the decreased visibility

such items can cause is not
worth the cost over the long
haul.

More information is available
at www.philips.com/automotive.

¢ Forkfly

%300
Live Local.

Spend Less.
Start getting great
local deals today!

www.{ovkﬂy.com

520 Off Brake Job or Tune-Up

Must present coupon. Expires April 30, 2013

Specializing In:
*Brakes
eDiagnostics & Tune-Ups
eAlignments
eAir Conditioning

Complete Tire & Service

Yankton Mall e 605-665-2552 e tmastores.com

April Tune-Up Special

0Oil Change & Tire Rotation........... 529%

*up to 5 gts. — gas engine

Diesel Oil Change & Filter %89

[ BUISERLA

lewisandclarkford.com

*up to 15 gts.

Call for your
appointment today!
Valid thru April 30, 2013

316 Capitol St., Yankton, SD

605.664.2200

Had ankaccident?

Cox Auto

NO WAITING! =

1007 Broadway Ave. e Yankton
665-4494

cker
ody Shop

- Complete Body Repair on All Makes and Models
+We Also Do Paintless Dent Repair
+Glass Installation & Fiberglass Work

1702 Broadway, Yankton

605.665.5925

“Ra1ongpritit
SRiponauty
‘

Gel Coating
> for your Jet SKi

op for

Y . ir body sh
Your direct repal y nies”

all major insurance compa

89850 Hwy. 81, S. Yankton NE
Just across the New a1
Discovery Bridge on Hwy.

402.667.328

WE OFFER COMPLETE AUTO BODY REPAIR!

Your Auto Repair Shop Is Your Choice. We work for you with all insurance companies.

¢ Paintless Dent Repair

* Free Loaner Cars UCRCEC 8
¢ Certified Technicians

* Unibody & Frame Repair vehicle like our own
. Guarzimteed DLII ont Color Matching | and thank you for
¢ Glass Installation and Repair choosing el

o Tractors & Semis ® Free Estimates
o Satisfaction Guaranteed!

407 Washington St.,
Gayville

267-7670
e

911 Chevy Ln., E. Hwy. 50,
Yankton

665-7670 e

Collision
C_entern

«QOver
30 Years
Experience

e|nsurance
Approved

4 )
RON’sS AuTo G|.Ass INC.

® Repair Rock Chips
®* Complete Auto Glass Service

® Same Day Service — Most Cars

Pre-Approved by Major Insurance Co.
Easy, Direct Billing Available
Installed by 4 Certified Technicians Always on Staff

RON EVANS, OWNER

\. 1915 Broadway * Yankton, SD (Next to Dairy Queen) 605-665-9841 )

SINNIEIGE Cranam i Granam]

SEENSIEVERISH000NTIES!

I S 3 95 I
I 2 !
| Includes: - Lube, where applicable ﬁ

- New oil filter, installed Oil, Lube & Filter !
I -Upto5 quarts of Mobil Oil  ith Tire Rotation.

BrakesiSquealingy.
! s I 2 99FF§NTD|SC !
BRAKE SPECIAL |

- Install new front disc brake pads
- Rescurface front disc brake rotors

665-4406

Free Loaner

Graham Tire Dealer.

Additional charge for shop supplies may

INtO
FREE Picky YOUR TIRE STORE NEXT DOOR
& Delivery’ 2704 Fox Run Parkway
at work! Yankton, SD 57078

Vehicl 1 " 1
Available I GrAHAM § GRAHAM fGRAHAM |

SpringiCanare

$ .
5 O F F WINDSHIELD
WIPER BLADES |
See your way to savings with new
windshield wiper blades from your local

Mostvehicls. No other discounts apply.

e adde

MUST PRESENT COUPON TO GET THIS PRICE.
OFFER ENDS 5/31/2013 2

Most vehicles, No other discounts apply.
Additional charge for shop supplies.

I 1 Venicles wTPMS extra. Fuidfiter disposal charges may 1
p ight trucks.
Seats and bearing repack exira if required. |
FBO07
o

apply in some areas. Most cars & light tr fehicles
| ., requiring synthetic or diesel oil & fier may be extra.~ |
No other discounts apply. Additional charge for shop supplies

MUST PRESENT COUPON TO GET THIS PRICE.
OFFER ENDS 5/31/2013

I 1
== . a4

Ceramic pads extra. DMID: O

MUST PRESENT COUPON TO GET THIS PRICE.
OFFER ENDS 5/31/2013

| SRR g gy

|
|
| -Test drive vehicle
|
|
|

——————————— a]

SEVENMDIEY

ALL AG
TIRES ON
SALE

OFFER ENDS 5/31/2013

|

SaVENMDIE!

$2995

| 1
I 1
| 1
1 A/C System Check 1|
1 1
Freon Extra
1 Most vehicles. No other discounts apply. 1
Additional charge for shop supplies may be added.
1 1

MUST PRESENT COUPON TO GET THIS PRICE.
N OFFER ENDS 5/31/2013

L e e = = =




