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BROADCAST STATIONS

 PBS
 KUSD ^ 8 ^

Arthur Å 
(DVS)

WordGirl 
Å (DVS)

Wild 
Kratts Å

The 
Electric 
Company

Martha 
Speaks

Nightly 
Business 
Report

PBS NewsHour (N) (In 
Stereo) Å

Washing-
ton Week

Need to 
Know 
(N) Å

McLaugh-
lin Group 
(N)

Market to 
Market Å

Live From Lincoln 
Center (N) (In Ste-
reo) Å

Dakota 
Life

BBC World 
News

Charlie Rose (N) (In 
Stereo) Å

Tavis Smi-
ley (N) Å

America’s 
Heartland

Live From Lincoln 
Center (In Stereo) Å

 KTIV $ 4 $ Cash Cash Ellen DeGeneres News 4 News News 4 Ent Fashion Star (N) Grimm (N) Rock Center News 4 Jay Leno Jimmy Fallon Daly News 4 Extra

 NBC
 KDLT % 5 %

The Doctors (In Ste-
reo) Å

Judge 
Judy Å

Judge 
Judy Å

KDLT 
News 
(N) Å

NBC 
Nightly 
News (N)

KDLT 
News 
(N) Å

The Big 
Bang 
Theory

Fashion Star Designing 
garments for a big night 
out. (N)

Grimm Juliette is 
overwhelmed by memo-
ries. (N)

Rock Center With 
Brian Williams (N) (In 
Stereo) Å

KDLT 
News 
(N) Å

The Tonight Show 
With Jay Leno (In 
Stereo) Å

Late Night With Jimmy 
Fallon (In Stereo) Å

Last Call 
With Car-
son Daly

According 
to Jim Å

Paid Pro-
gram

 KCAU ) 6 ) Dr. Phil Å The Dr. Oz Show News ABC News Inside Happy Happy Shark Tank (N) 20/20 Å News Jimmy Kimmel Live Nightline Paid Inside SMART Back 

 CBS
 KELO + 3 +

Dr. Phil (In Stereo) Å The Dr. Oz Show (In 
Stereo) Å

News CBS 
Evening 
News

News Entertain-
ment 
Tonight (N)

Undercover Boss 
Lynne Zappone. (In 
Stereo) Å

Vegas “Scoundrels” 
Violet accuses Dixon of 
assault. (N) Å

Hawaii Five-0 “Mohai” 
A killer threatens to 
strike again.

News Late Show With 
David Letterman (In 
Stereo) Å

The Late Late Show 
With Craig Ferguson 
(N) (In Stereo) Å

News omg! 
Insider 
(N) Å

Weather 
NOW

 ABC
 KSFY ` 7 `

Jeopardy! 
(N) Å

Be a Mil-
lionaire

The Ellen DeGeneres 
Show (N) (In Stereo) Å

KSFY 
News at 5 
in HD

ABC World 
News

KSFY 
News at 6 
in HD

Wheel of 
Fortune 
(N) Å

Happy 
Endings 
(N)

Happy 
Endings 
(N)

Shark Tank Military-
inspired jewelry line. (N) 
Å (DVS)

20/20 (In Stereo) Å KSFY 
News at 10 
in HD

Jimmy Kimmel Live (In 
Stereo) Å

Nightline 
(N) Å

Want more 
sex?

Extra (N) 
Å

Paid Pro-
gram

Paid Pro-
gram

 KMEG . 13 & The Doctors Å Jdg Judy Jdg Judy KMEG 14 CBS Jeopardy Wheel Undercover Boss Vegas “Scoundrels” Hawaii Five-0 Å News Letterman Ferguson Paid Paid Paid

 FOX
 KTTW 5 9 _

Steve Harvey (In Ste-
reo) Å

Anderson Live Mark 
Wahlberg and Jeffrey 
Wright. Å

America’s Funniest 
Home Videos (In Ste-
reo) Å

How I 
Met Your 
Mother

How I 
Met Your 
Mother

Kitchen Nightmares “Nino’s Italian Restaurant; 
Levanti’s Italian Restaurant” Ramsay heads to 
Nino’s in California.

The Office 
Å

The Of-
fice “The 
Chump”

Dish Na-
tion (N) Å

Friends Å Friends Å Baggage 
A woman 
fears fish.

Maury (In Stereo) Å Excused 
Å

Excused 
Å

 KLKN   The Dr. Oz Show Dr. Phil Å News ABC News Ent Happy Happy Shark Tank (N) 20/20 Å News Jimmy Kimmel Live Nightline Katie Å Paid Dog
 KOLN   Ellen DeGeneres First Four Jeopardy 10/11 CBS News Wheel Undercover Boss Vegas “Scoundrels” Hawaii Five-0 Å News Letterman Ferguson Paid Inside Weather
 KPTH   The People’s Court Maury Å Big Bang Two Men Big Bang Two Men Kitchen Nightmares Å (DVS) News 30 Rock Office Office 30 Rock Mother Mother Paid Friends American
 KSCB  97 S Ade Winston Gospel Drenda Zola Lev. Creflo D. Jewish J. Hagee Parsley Joni Marcus and Joni Van Impe Franklin FLC Copeland Life To J. Meyer Sound EVO Ventures Marcus 
 KSIN  99 , Arthur Martha Wild WordGirl Curious PBS NewsHour (N) Inside Wash Iowa Pr’s Market Outdoors Live/Lincoln Center Business Time/By Death in Paradise (Off Air)
 KXNE   ( Curious Super Arthur WordGirl Wild Electric PBS NewsHour (N) They Could Play Wash Need Shakespeare Live/Lincoln Center Time/By Served? (Off Air)

PAY CHANNELS

 HBO  17 (401)
“Dolphin 
Tale”

››› “The Legend of Bagger Vance” (2000, 
Drama) Will Smith. (In Stereo) Å

›› “Battleship” (2012) Taylor Kitsch. Earth comes under 
attack from a superior alien force. (In Stereo)

REAL Sports With 
Bryant Gumbel

Real Time With Bill 
Maher (N) Å

VICE (N) 
Å

Real Time With Bill 
Maher Å

VICE Å Louis C.K.: Oh My 
God Å

›› “Safe House” 
(2012) (In Stereo)

 HBO2 ››› “The Terminal” (2004) (In Stereo) “Johnson Family Vacation” “Harry Potter and the Deathly Hallows: Part 2” Å Game of Thrones Game of Thrones Game of Thrones ›› “Whiteboys” (1999) Å Maher

 MAX   (420)
“Cleanskin” (2012) Sean Bean, 
Abhin Galeya. (In Stereo) Å

›› “U-571” (2000, Suspense) Matthew McCo-
naughey, Bill Paxton. (In Stereo) Å

› “The Sitter” (2011) 
Jonah Hill.

›› “Fast Five” (2011) Vin Diesel. Dom Toretto and company 
ramp up the action in Brazil. (In Stereo) Å

The Jump 
Off

Sex 
Games

“Sweet Prudence & the Erotic 
Adventure of Bigfoot” (2011)

›› “Kiss the Girls” (1997) Morgan 
Freeman. (In Stereo)

 MAX2 Win Win ›› “The Day After Tomorrow” (2004) ›› “Hall Pass” (2011) Å ››› “Rise of the Planet of the Apes” Strike Back Å Strike Bk. ››› “The Long Kiss Goodnight” (1996) (In Stereo) Depravity Sex 
 SHOW  18 (435) ›› “Just Like Us” ›› “Valkyrie” (2008) Tom Cruise. Å ›› “Paycheck” (2003) Ben Affleck. Å ›› “The Mechanic” (2011) Access “The Tortured” (2010) Å 60 Minutes Sports Access Gigolos Nurse
 SHOW2 › “The Three Musketeers” (2011) Å ››› “Another Happy Day” (2011) Å Untold History Dexter Å Dexter “Lost Boys” Dexter Dexter “The Getaway” Å Gigolos “Def Jam’s-Player”
 TMC ›› “Fightville” (2011) Å ›› “Die Another Day” (2002) Pierce Brosnan. Å ››› “Traffic” (2000) Michael Douglas. (In Stereo) ››› “The Company Men” “Tim and Eric’s Billion Dollar Movie” Å “Bikini Chain Gang”

CABLE STATIONS
 A&E  57 I Parking Wars Å Parking Parking Storage Storage Storage Storage Storage Storage Storage Storage Shipping Shipping Shipping Shipping Storage Storage Storage Storage Shipping Shipping
 AMC  41 V ››› “Out of Sight” (1998) Å ›› “Marked for Death” (1990) Å › “The Marine” (2006) John Cena. Å › “The Marine” (2006) John Cena. Å ›› “Marked for Death” (1990) Å ›› “Blindness”
 ANPL  19 K Pit Bulls-Parole To Be Announced River Monsters Wildman Wildman Swamp’d! Swamp’d! Tanked (N) Tanked (In Stereo) Tanked (In Stereo) Tanked (In Stereo) Swamp’d! Swamp’d! Wildman Wildman
 BRAVO  25 W Housewives/Atl. Tabatha Tabatha Takes Over Tabatha Takes Over Housewives/Atl. Housewives/Atl. Housewives/Atl. Atlanta Happens Housewives/OC Tardy Tardy Married to Medicine Factory
 CMTV  38 Ω Swamp Pawn Reba Reba Reba Reba Reba Reba Cops Rel. Cops Rel. Dog & Beth: The Preview Special Å Cops Rel. Cops Rel. Cops Rel. Cops Rel. Dog & Beth: The Preview Special Å
 CNBC  53 T Closing Bell Fast Mny Options Mad Money (N) The Kudlow Report Treasure Detectives The Car Chasers American Greed Mad Money Treasure Detectives The Car Chasers Paid Paid
 CNN  33 Q Jake Tapper The Situation Room (N) E. B. OutFront Anderson Cooper Piers Morgan Live Anderson Cooper E. B. OutFront Piers Morgan Live Anderson Cooper E. B. OutFront
 COM  45 ≠ Futurama Futurama Futurama Sunny South Pk Tosh.0 Colbert Daily Tosh.0 Tosh.0 Chris Rock: Big South Pk Tosh.0 ›› “The Dukes of Hazzard” (2005) Å ›› “National Lampoon’s Van Wilder”
 CSPAN  49 1 Politics & Public Policy Today Politics & Public Policy Today Politics & Public Policy Today
 DISC  34 L Sons of Guns Å Sons of Guns Å Sons of Guns Å Sons of Guns Å Sons of Guns (N) Sons of Guns Å Blade Blade Sons of Guns Å Blade Blade Sons of Guns Å Sons of Guns Å
 DISN  64 D Shake It Dog Dog Dog Good Jessie Austin Austin Dog Jessie Gravity Phineas Dog Good Dog Dog Dog Austin Austin Shake It Shake It You Wish
 DISXD  65 (103) Phineas Kickin’ It ››› “Meet the Robinsons” (2007) Ninja Steel Slug Zeke Zeke Zeke Zeke Zeke Phineas Suite Life Fish Fish Buttowski Buttowski Fish Kid
 E!TV  51 Æ Selena Gomez Kourtney-Kim After The Soup E! News (N) Playing With Fire (N) Fashion Police Fashion Police (N) Chelsea E! News Chelsea Fashion Police Chelsea After 
 ENC   (480) Daylight ››› “La Bamba” (1987) ›› “Practical Magic” (1998) (In Stereo) “National Lamp.” ›› “Valley Girl” (1983) Nicolas Cage. › “Private School” (1983) ›› “Oxford Blues” (1984) Repo 
 ESPN  28 8 X Games Around Pardon SportsCenter (N) X Games Foz do Iguacu. From Foz do Iguacu, Brazil. (N) Å SportsCenter (N) SportsCenter (N) SportsCenter (N) SportsCenter (N) SportsCenter (N)
 ESPN2  29 9 NFL Live (N) Å NFL32 (N) Å SportsNation (N) NFL Live (N) Å Pardon Fútbol Mexicano Primera División Boxing Friday Night Fights. (N) (Live) Å Baseball Tonight (N) NFL Live Å NFL32
 EWTN  74 ± Donut Cross Truth Church Faith Saint Daily Mass Life on the Rock Campus Rosary Crossing Evange Fr. Rutler Women Daily Mass Life on the Rock Heartland Campus
 FAM  62 H ’70s ’70s ’70s ’70s Funny Home Videos › “When in Rome” (2010) Kristen Bell. ›› “You Again” (2010) Kristen Bell. The 700 Club Å Prince Prince Paid Paid Paid Paid
 FX  23 X Two Men Two Men Mother Mother Mother Mother ›› “Shrek Forever After” (2010) Eddie Murphy ›› “Shrek Forever After” (2010) Eddie Murphy ››› “The Social Network” (2010, Drama) Social 
 FXNWS  50 P Neil Cavuto The Five (N) Special Report FOX Report The O’Reilly Factor Hannity (N) Greta Van Susteren The O’Reilly Factor Hannity Greta Van Susteren The Five
 FOXSP  35 ; Premier League Courtside Stunt Car Warriors Å UEFA Twins MLB Baseball Minnesota Twins at Chicago White Sox. (N) (Live) Twins Spotlight World Poker Tour MLB Baseball: Twins at White Sox
 GOLF  55 (310) PGA Tour Golf Central LPGA Tour Golf LOTTE Championship, Third Round. (N) (Live) PGA Tour Golf RBC Heritage, Second Round. Å Central 19th Hole PGA Tour Golf
 HALL  22 A Hap.Days Hap.Days Brady Brady ›› “The Nanny Express” (2009) Å “Return to Nim’s Island” (2013) Å Frasier Frasier Frasier Frasier Golden Golden Golden Golden Cheers Cheers
 HGTV  54 B Income Property Sell LA Sell LA Hunt Intl Hunt Intl Hunt Intl Hunt Intl Who’s Lived Flea Mar Flea Mar Hunters Hunt Intl Flea Mar Flea Mar Flea Mar Flea Mar Hunters Hunt Intl Flea Mar Flea Mar
 HIST  46 O Modern Marvels Modern Marvels Modern Marvels American Pickers American Pickers American Pickers American Pickers American Pickers American Pickers American Pickers American Pickers
 KAUN  15 6 Movin’ On Naked City Tarzan Cis. Kid Hopalong McCoys Hillbillies Ozzie Highway to Heaven The Saint Route 66 Da Vinci’s Inquest Cold Case Files Cold Squad
 KWSD  12 . The Wild, Wild West Emergency! Rifleman Rifleman M*A*S*H M*A*S*H Bewitch Jeannie Mary Newhart OddCple Van Dyke Zone Perry Mason Å Kojak Gallery Mission: Impossible
 LIFE  58 = To Be Announced Hoarders Å Hoarders Å Hoarders Å Hoarders Å Hoarders Å Hoarders Å Project Runway Hoarders Å Hoarders Å Hoarders Å
 MSNBC  66 R Martin Bashir (N) Hardball Matthews PoliticsNation (N) Hardball Matthews All In With Chris Rachel Maddow The Last Word Documentary Documentary Documentary Documentary
 NICK  32 E Parents Parents Sponge. Sponge. Sponge. Sponge. Turtles Turtles Turtles Turtles Full H’se Full H’se Nanny Nanny Friends Friends Friends Friends George George Lopez Å George
 RFDTV   (131) Wilburn Country RFD-TV Live Farmwk. California Jimmy Wagoner Family Reunion JoeyRory Reporter TruCoun America Wst. Heritage Paid Paid Nashville American Wilburn Country
 SOAP   (120) Beverly Hills, 90210 Veronica Mars Å Veronica Mars Å Young & Restless Days of our Lives General Hospital Young & Restless Days of our Lives General Hospital All My Children All My Children
 SPEED  63 < NASCAR NASCAR Racing SP Cen NASCAR Racing NASCAR NASCAR Racing Faster Faster Faster Faster Faster Faster Faster Faster Unique Whips
 SPIKE  30 ¨ Gangland ›› “Robin Hood” (2010) Russell Crowe, Cate Blanchett. (In Stereo) ››› “The Mummy” (1999) Brendan Fraser, Rachel Weisz. Bar Rescue Bar Rescue Bar Rescue Bar Rescue
 STARZ ›› “Stepmom” (1998) Julia Roberts. ››› “21 Jump Street” (2012) Å Spartacus: War Da Vinci’s Demons Da Vinci’s Demons Da Vinci’s Demons ››› “Bad Santa” (2003) “Texas Chainsaw”
 SYFY  44 N “Lord of the Rings” Defiance Alien races live on Earth in 2046. WWE Friday Night SmackDown! (N) Å Defiance Alien races live on Earth in 2046. Paranormal Defiance Alien races live on Earth in 2046.
 TBS  36 Y Friends Friends Friends King King Seinfeld Seinfeld Seinfeld Fam. Guy Fam. Guy ›› “Life as We Know It” (2010) Katherine Heigl. There There There There There “The Bucket List”
 TCM  76 U “Rebel Without” ›››› “West Side Story” (1961, Musical) Natalie Wood. Å ›››› “His Girl Friday” (1940) Å ››› “Woman of the Year” (1942) ›› “Tender Comrade” (1943) Å “Devil-Ms Jones”
 TLC  43 M Gown Gown Gown Gown Gown Gown Say Yes Say Yes Four Weddings: Un Say Yes Say Yes Gown Gown Say Yes Say Yes Gown Gown Four Weddings: Un Say Yes Say Yes
 TNT  37 [ The Mentalist Å The Mentalist Å The Mentalist Å The Mentalist Å ›››› “The Dark Knight” (2008) Christian Bale. Å (DVS) Dallas Å Dallas “Legacies” ›› “Terminator Salvation” (2009)
 TOON  42 F MAD Gumball Gumball Adven Adven Regular Regular Regular Cartoon Planet King/Hill King/Hill American American Fam. Guy Fam. Guy Chicken Aqua Squidbill. American American Fam. Guy
 TRAV  24 J Ghost Ghost Ghost Ghost Ghost Adventures Ghost Adventures Ghost Adventures Ghost Adventures The Dead Files The Dead Files Ghost Adventures The Dead Files The Dead Files
 TRUTV  52 Ø World Records World Records Cops Cops Wipeout Å Wipeout Å Wipeout Å World’s Dumbest... Most Shocking World’s Dumbest... Most Shocking World’s Dumbest...
 TVFN  56 ? Best Best Best Best Diners Diners Restaurant: Im. Diners Diners Diners Diners My. Din My. Din Diners Diners Diners Diners My. Din My. Din Diners Diners
 TVLND  47 G Bonanza Å M*A*S*H M*A*S*H Golden Golden Golden Golden Golden Golden Raymond Raymond Raymond Raymond King King The King of Queens King ’70s ’70s ’70s
 UNI   μ El Gordo y la Flaca Primer Impacto (N) Casa Notic. Corona de Lágrimas Porque el Am. Amores Verdaderos Qué Bonito Amor Impacto Noticiero Al Diablo Zacatillo, un Conducta Casa
 USA  31 Z Law & Order: SVU Law & Order: SVU Law & Order: SVU Law & Order: SVU Law & Order: SVU Law & Order: SVU Law & Order: SVU The Moment Å CSI: Crime Scene CSI: Crime Scene ››› “Hard Luck”
 VH1  39 º Love, Hip Hop The Gossip Game Love & Hip Hop Off Pitch ››› “White Men Can’t Jump” (1992, Comedy) Best Jenny Off Pitch Best Jenny One Hit Wonders One Hit Wonders Single
 WE   > Rose. Rose. Ghost Whisperer Charmed Å Charmed Å ›› “Rumor Has It...” (2005) Jennifer Aniston. ››› “Unfaithful” (2002, Drama) Richard Gere, Diane Lane. ››› “Unfaithful” (2002)
 WGN  16 2 Walker, Tex. Ranger Law Order: CI Chris Chris Arrow “Year’s End” Arrow “Burned” Arrow Å Arrow “Vertigo” Funny Home Videos Rules Rules 30 Rock Scrubs 30 Rock Sunny
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 Thursday ,  April 18 ,  2013
 com e enjoy this 
 year’s speaker...

 Advance Tickets:   Only  $ 20
 Available at Hy-Vee and the Yankton Daily Press &  Dakotan until April 14

 Riverfront Event Center, Historic Dow ntow n Yankton
 Doors O pen 4:30pm  Dinner Served 5:00-7:00pm
 Booths O pen 4:30-7:00pm  Speaker 7:30pm  at Dakota Theatre

 presented by...

 Holly 
 Hoffm an

BY RICH HELDENFELS
© 2013, Akron Beacon Journal

Annette Funicello will not be remembered
as a great actress, though she starred on TV
and in movies, or a great singer, though she
had hit records. Even the physical develop-
ment that made her stand out from Walt Dis-
ney’s other Mouseketeers was not the most
important aspect of Funicello, who died Mon-
day at the age of 70.

Rather, she was noteworthy for an open-
ness and likability matched by her obvious
dignity, self-respect and respect for others.
(She always referred to Walt Disney, who nur-
tured her career, as “Mr. Disney.”) She was al-
ways a nice girl, then woman. She could sell
Skippy peanut butter by the freight-car-load
because people trusted her. She could stroll
through the skin-and-silliness of the ‘60s
beach movies because she maintained her
own modesty throughout.

For generations used to the excess and
failings of other young stars, Funicello may
seem mysterious, someone without an excess
of either self-esteem or ambition.

“She was always there for carpools, Hot
Dog Day and the PTA,” her daughter Gina Gi-
lardi said in 1994, according to People.com.
(Funicello also had two sons from her mar-
riage to agent Jack Gilardi.) “She was a nor-
mal mom.”

As her friend Shelley Fabares said in a tel-
evised interview last year, “Her inherent
sweetness and goodness and kindness just
got through the screen.”

Some 15 years after her battle with multi-
ple sclerosis led to her retiring almost com-
pletely from public life, Funicello remains a
vivid memory for people who discovered her
as part of the cast of the original “Mickey
Mouse Club” beginning in 1955, just before
Funicello turned 13.

While the cast included a couple of dozen
regulars, with many coming and going until
that run ended in 1959, the Utica, N.Y., native
was a prominent presence from the begin-
ning. She was featured in various serials in
the program and had her own, called “An-
nette.” She also attracted the attention of
boys and young men — “the nation’s prepu-
bescent heartthrob,” as Disney biographer
Neal Gabler called her — because she was
noticeably more built than the other perform-
ers on the show. (Years later, when “Saturday

Night Live” parodied beach movies, Gilda
Radner’s “Annette” introduced herself, her
boyfriend and her breasts.) Still, her frequent
co-star Frankie Avalon said in a 1998 People
magazine interview, “She never tried to be

sexy. People said to themselves, ‘I could date
that girl if I ever met her.’ She wasn’t untouch-
able.”

While young people were seeing her in
their homes on TV five times a week, the Dis-

ney machine helped make her a recording
star (”Tall Paul” was a top-10 hit in 1959) with
a boost from the songwriting brothers
Richard and Robert Sherman; the Shermans,
who would later win Oscars for their work on
Disney’s “Mary Poppins,” cranked out a se-
ries of themed record albums by Funicello
like “Hawaiiannette.”

Even as “Mickey Mouse Club” faded in the
late ‘50s, there were big-screen Disney efforts
that employed Funicello, among them “The
Misadventures of Merlin Jones” and “Babes in
Toyland.” It was family fare all the way, but it
was enough to make her a single-name star,
then and later as half of Frankie & Annette.

Funicello found post-Disney success in the
‘60s in a series of low-budget movies co-star-
ring Avalon, including “Beach Party,” “Beach
Blanket Bingo” and “Bikini Beach.” The films
were sufficiently popular and enduring that
Fox released a “Frankie & Annette” DVD box
set in 2007, but there was always a certain
amount of affectionate mockery attached to
the films; Funicello’s hair was noted for its
near-immobility, and her swimsuits were al-
ways more demure than those worn by other
women.

But, again, that was part of the key to Fu-
nicello. She drew lines. And while doing so,
she managed to avoid the pitfalls of other
young performers. A 1995 movie about Funi-
cello took its name from a Disney song: “A
Dream Is a Wish Your Heart Makes.” And Fu-
nicello indeed seemed to have had such a
dream-like life that the movie was often mild
to the point of tedium.

Except that, by the time the movie was
made, Funicello had gone public with her bat-
tle with MS, which began in the late ‘80s. Her
physical limitations were evident in her few
scenes in the movie, and became more
marked over time. Her second husband, Glen
Holt (her first marriage, to Gilardi, ended in
divorce), became her main caregiver — and
kept searching for a cure — as she weakened.

She lost the ability to read and write, Peo-
ple.com said, and spoke only with great diffi-
culty — then lost even that ability. According
to Extratv.com, she had been in an MS-related
coma for years and was finally taken off life
support. But Monday undoubtedly sent peo-
ple looking for clips of Funicello over the
years, in commercials and TV and movies.

And, as you watched, you couldn’t help
but think, “What a nice lady.” 

Appreciation

Funicello’s Long Career Was Based On Likability

GLOBE PHOTOS/ZUMA PRESS/MCT

Annette Funicello, the dark-haired darling of TV’s “The Mickey Mouse Club” in the 1950s
who further cemented her status as a pop-culture icon in the ‘60s by teaming with Frankie
Avalon in a popular series of “beach” movies, died Monday at age 70. Funicello, who was di-
agnosed with multiple sclerosis in 1987 and became a spokeswoman for treatment of the
chronic, often-debilitating disease of the central nervous system, died at Mercy Southwest
Hospital in Bakersfield, Calif., Walt Disney Co. spokesman Howard Green said.  

Ford that he was used to.”
Helgeland, who won a screen-

writing Academy Award for “L.A.
Confidential,” had the blessing of
Robinson’s widow, Rachel. He felt
“an enormous amount of pres-
sure” to her husband’s story, he
told The Associated Press, both
because of Robinson’s signifi-
cance and because his life had
been written about so exten-
sively.

“It’s always a tricky thing be-
cause it’s a movie, and even in
this movie we’re trying to tell two
years in two hours,” he said.
“You’re obviously not seeing
every moment, but the discipline
I applied to the script was trying
to make sure every moment was
documented.”

While Ford is a major star, he
essentially became part of an en-
semble. Ford and Boseman had
similar challenges: find the real
people beneath the iconic images.

“You’re playing a man we all
expect to be an icon,” Boseman
told the Los Angeles Times re-
cently. “But you can’t do it that
way. He didn’t know he was larger
than life. He was just moment-to-
moment living with this. When
Branch Rickey comes to him and
says, ‘I have a job for you,’ Jackie
Robinson’s response is not ‘Oh,
my God, I am the One.’ He’s just
thinking about how he’s going to
be able to play and not react to
what they’ll throw at him.”

Ford said he read extensively
about Rickey as he prepared for
the role.

“First of all, I wanted to know
my character as well as I could,”
Ford said. “I wanted to know what
he looked like, what he moved
like, how he spoke. There was
quite a bit written about Branch
Rickey. ... You don’t play an icon.
You play the real guy.

“He grew up in rural Ohio, and
I know what his early history was.
I know he was a deeply religious
guy, that he was a schoolteacher
at 17, that he was a lay preacher.
He never went to games on Sun-
day. You know, that’s what you
play.”

The film, which opens across
the nation on Friday, depicts
Rickey’s motivation to break the
color line in baseball as a mix of
moral and commercial instincts.

“You know, you play a guy that
is a businessman and his busi-
ness is baseball,” Ford said. “He
wants the best team that he can
get. He wants access to the pool
of talent that’s in the Negro
Leagues, and he’s got the author-
ity of the board of directors to go
ahead. And he needs a partner.
He finds a partner in Jackie
Robinson.”

One thing Kendrick likes about
“42” is its depiction of how the
game is played.

“Baseball movies are not easy
to do to be convincing,” he said.
“The baseball playing I think is
very convincing.”

Kendrick said the film offers a
romanticized view of the past in
certain respects. But he said
that’s consistent with the game it-
self.

“You think about baseball, and
it’s probably the most romanti-
cized sport of them all,” he said.
“So baseball films can bring that
romantic nature out. They are so
very romantic in nature because
that’s what baseball is all about.
Whoever you grew up loving as a
child will always be your favorite
baseball player. For me, it’s Hank
Aaron. The really great baseball
movies seem to capture that.”

———
BACK TO THE FUTURE,

AND THE PAST
Harrison Ford, 70, is suppos-

edly returning to two of the most
commercially successful fran-
chises in film history. But in a re-
cent interview, he shed little light
on his involvement.

Asked if he could say anything
about the possibility of reprising
Han Solo in “Star Wars: Episode
VII,” arriving in 2015, Ford an-
swered in one word: “No.”

And what about the reported
“Indiana Jones 5”? “I don’t know.
I’m not so good at predictions but
it would be something I would be
ambitious to do if the script were
right. And the circumstances.” 

Ford
From Page 5B


