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Trial Date Set In Springfield Arson Case

BY RANDY DOCKENDORF
randy.dockendorf@yankton.net

TYNDALL — The trial for a
Niobrara, Neb., couple charged
with starting their own Spring-
field business on fire has been
postponed until next month, ac-
cording to a court official.

Charles Johnson and Kim-
berly Johnson are both charged
with second-degree arson and
reckless burning in the October
2010 early-morning fire that de-
stroyed two downtown Spring-
field businesses — including
their steakhouse — and damaged
a third one. No one was injured
in the fire.

Both charges are Class 4
felonies, each carrying a maxi-
mum penalty of 10 years in the
state penitentiary and a $20,000
fine.

The trial proceedings had
been scheduled to begin next
week but are now rescheduled
for the week of May 20, according
to Bon Homme County Clerk of
Courts Joanne Balvin.

The Johnsons have each
pleaded not guilty to the charges.
The defendants are scheduled to
stand trial together, Balvin said.

The Johnsons’ trial had been
scheduled to begin last August in
Tyndall, but the judge granted a
defense motion for a continu-
ance. In addition, Charles John-
son made a motion to allow the
hiring of an expert witness, ac-
cording to court papers.

BOARD OF TRADE

CHICAGO (AP) — Grains futures
mostly rose Wednesday on the Chicago
Board of Trade.

Wheat for May delivery rose 0.25
cent to $7.0375 a bushel; May corn fell
2.75 cents to $6.605 a bushel; May oats
rose 11.75 cents to $3.865 a bushel;
while May soybeans rose 10.75 cents
to $14.2225 a bushel.

Beef and pork prices rose on the
Chicago Mercantile Exchange.

June live cattle added 1.37 cent to
$1.2182 a pound; May feeder cattle
rose 0.85 cent to $1.409 a pound; June
lean hogs rose 1.33 cent to 90.35 cents
a pound.

LOTTERIES

Due to the inclement weather, lot-
tery results were not available at press
time. Full results from Wednesday’s
drawings will be published in Friday’s
Press & Dakotan.

The trial was rescheduled to
last January, then further de-
layed to next week.

The defendants are repre-
sented by court-appointed attor-
neys, according to the clerk’s
office. Yankton attorney
Creighton Thurman represents
Kimberly Johnson, while Menno
attorney Ken Bertsch represents
Charles Johnson.

The prosecution will be repre-
sented by Bon Homme County
State’s Attorney Lisa Rothschadl
and a member of the South
Dakota attorney general’s office.

The Johnsons were indicted in
First Circuit Court in Tyndall. The
indictments charge the couple
with allegedly starting the fire to
collect insurance.

Warrants were issued for the
Johnsons, and they were ar-
rested in April 2012 by the Knox
County, Neb., sheriff’s office. The
Johnsons each posted $5,000
cash bond and were released.
The Johnsons waived extradition

DAILY RECORD

POUND COUNT

Several animals are available at the
Yankton Animal Shelter. For more infor-
mation call the Yankton Police Depart-
ment’s Animal Control Officer, from 8
a.m.-4 p.m. Monday-Friday at 661-
9494, or 668-5210.

Animals available for adoption
include:

+ a female Westie found in the 2100
block of Burleigh St.

DAILY RECORD POLICY

The Press & Dakotan publishes po-
lice and sheriff reports as a public serv-
ice to its readers. It is important to
remember that an arrest should not
imply guilt and that every person is pre-
sumed innocent until proven otherwise.
When juveniles are released from jail, it
is into the care of a parent or guardian.

It is the policy of the Press &
Dakotan to publish all names made
available in the police and court reports.
There are no exceptions.

ARRESTS

+ James Sayles, 33, Yankton, was
arrested Tuesday on a warrant.

INCIDENTS

* A sheriff’s office report was re-
ceived at 12:33 p.m. Tuesday of a
phone scam in the Utica area.

CRIME STOPPERS

Anyone wishing to report anony-
mous information on unlawful activity in
the City of Yankton or in Yankton
County is encouraged to contact the
Crime Stoppers tip line at 665-4440.

HONEYMOON OVER?

We offer indiviaual, couples and
group therapy. Call us today.

(605) 260-9284

1700 Burleigh St.

Family Yankton, SD
C C Fducationand  Www.feccinc.com

Counseling A United Way & Volunteer

Center, Inc. Services Agency

nurses and staff,

flowers, plants, food, and

[N

The family of Larry Noecker would like to extend
our appreciation for all of your prayers, condolences

and words of comfort following Larry’s passing.
Thank you to Avera Sacred Heart ICU doctors,

Opsahl-Kostel Funeral Home, Rev. Tim Lange, and
all of our family, friends and neighbors for the

will always be remembered.

Carol Boom & family
Todd Noecker & family
David & Ann Noecker & family
Brian & Tanja Noecker & family
Julie & Jason Swanson & family
Carmen Steffen & family

EMS/First Responders,

memorials. Your kindness

A4

at a Knox County hearing.

The Johnsons owned Libby’s
Steakhouse, one of the buildings
damaged by the 2010 fire, accord-
ing to then-Bon Homme County
Sheriff Jason Bechtold.

The state Division of Criminal
Investigation (DCI) and the Bu-
reau of Alcohol, Tobacco,
Firearms and Explosives (ATF)
handled the case, Bechtold said.

You can follow Randy Dockendorf on
Twitter at twitter.com/RDockendorf

Clear Off Sidewalks

The City of Yankton reminds
property owners that public side-
walks are to be kept clear of snow
and ice. Property owners who
have snow covered sidewalks adja-
cent to their property need to
make arrangements for snow and
ice removal within 24 hours after a
snowfall.

Snow removed from driveways,
sidewalks or parking lots cannot
be placed in the streets.

Contact the City of Yankton at
605-668-5251 for more information.

BLOOD DRIVES

The Blood Center, formerly known
as the Siouxland Community Blood
Bank, will have a mobile unit at the fol-
lowing dates, locations and times:

+ Friday, April 19 — Yankton Com-
munity Library, 9 a.m.-1 p.m.

+ Tuesday, April 23 — Yankton,
Avera Sacred Heart Hospital, Benedic-
tine Center, noon-6:30 p.m.

Schedule a blood donation appoint-
ment online at www.siouxlandblood-
bank.org or call 800-798-4208.

Eligible blood donors must be at
least 16 years old, should weigh at
least 120 pounds and should be in gen-
eral good health and have not donated
whole blood in the past 56 days. For
more information about blood donation
or to schedule an appointment to do-
nate blood, call 800-287-4903 or visit
www.lifeservebloodcenter.org. A photo
I.D. is required at the time of
registration.

ON THIS DATE

75 YEARS AGO

Monday, April 18, 1938

+ With thousands of tons of material
already in transit, South Dakota was
preparing today to open early warfare
on grasshoppers, according to A. M.
Eberle, state extension director. Freight
cars carrying 564 barrels of poison, 840
tons of mill-run bran and 2,000 tons of
sawdust are already en route to bait
mixing stations.

+ Despite a quagmire track which
cut down on all outstanding marks, the
Yankton college Greyhounds once
more made a creditable showing in the
Hastings Relays last Saturday after-
noon when they took one first, a sec-
ond and two fourths places in ten
events entered. Yankton was repre-
sented by only 15 men.

50 YEARS AGO

Thursday, April 18, 1963
+ Richard Hensley found an old bul-
let mold Saturday in the wall of his

house at 816 Capitol street. He had
opened up the wall of the house while
installing a bathtub. The old bullet mold,
badly rusted, has probably been in the
walls since it was built some 80 years
or more ago.

+ Ronnie List, Yankton high school
senior, wears the 1963 Varsity Pen-
tathlon crown after amassing a new
high total of 2,032 points, surpassing
the previous high of 2,007 points set by
John English in 1960

25 YEARS AGO

Monday, April 18, 1988

* The Yankton Middle School took
first place honors and Yankton High
School placed second at the fourth an-
nual State Science Olympiad meet held
at Vermillion Saturday.

« Calling it a “great first outing for
the Bucks,” head coach Tim Mitchell
watched his Yankton High School boys
tennis team paste a whitewash win on
Madison Saturday, 9-0.

a Happy 90th Birthday

Wish John Cimpl

on April 23, 2013
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PHARMACY

PHARMACY &
DRIVE UP HOURS:

M-F: 8:30 am to 9 pm
Sat: 8:30am to 5 pm
Sun: Noon to 5 pm

WE ACCEPT ALL
INSURANCE CARDS.

We'll have

YANKTON MEDICAL CLINICs. PC.

1104 West 8th Street - Yankton, SD 57078
www.YanktonMedicalClinic.com

Call for prescriptions:

605-665-2929
800-572-2072

In response to a recent Federal Transit Administration ruling, Yank-
ton Transit is holding a community forum Tuesday, April 23, to discuss
its future direction in regards to the transportation of school children.

The meeting is at 7 p.m. in the Avera Sacred Heart Professional Of-
fice Pavilion, 1000 West Fourth Street.

German Cooking Class Slated For Kaylor

KAYLOR — A German Cooking Class will be held at 2:30 p.m. Sun-
day, April 21, at the church heritage site in Kaylor.
Everyone is welcome. Supplies will be provided.

Harlem Ambassadors Exhibition Game Set

CROFTON, Neb. — The Harlem Ambassadors will play an exhibition
game against the Crofton Dunkers at 4 p.m. Sunday, April 21, at the
Crofton Auditorium.

Hoops will be sunk, points tallied and all for a good cause — the
renovation of the Crofton Swimming Pool House built back in the early
1970s.

The Crofton Dunkers’ lineup includes: Dale Foxhoven, Shane
Wieseler, Pat Lange, Brock Foxhoven, Wendy (Lockman) Zimmerman,
Jenny (Mueller) Tschirren, Aaron Knapp, Kevin Henseler, Shauna
(Kramer) Janssen, Nancy (Maibaum) Potts, Tierney Schumacher, Mark
Wragge, John Connot, Wil Sanger, Jeff Hoffart and Todd Strom.

Tickets will be available for purchase starting this week at Up-Town
Style, Crofton City Office and Peoples’ Grocery.

Partner Painting Class To Be Held Sunday

A “Partner Painting” Artist Unleashed Class will be held at the

gx.A.R. Hall Art Gallery, 508 Douglas, Yankton, at 2-4 p.m. Sunday, April
1.

This class is designed for parents, grandparents, aunts, uncles,
mentors and children (ages 8 and up).

Interpret and create art together and the cherished memories to go
with it. YAA will provide all art supplies and aprons, light snacks and
beverages, music, and the upbeat atmosphere that will surely make for
memorable art moments.

There is a fee for this class. For more information, contact Jackie
Quinn at (605) 665-9754 or yaa@iw.net, or visit
www.YanktonAreaArts.org.

Fundraiser Planned For S.A.R. Team

Yankton's Sexual Assault and Response Team will host “Harmony
and Humor” Friday, April 26, at Minerva's Grill and Bar.

The event includes the musical comedy of Dave Merkel and a meal.

Tickets are available for purchase at Minerva's, Hy-Vee, Rexall Drug,
or by calling (605) 660-8621 or (605) 665-4811.

Social hour will kick off the evening at 5:30 with a meal and raffle to
follow.

Prizes include a custom bow by Expedition Archery, a beauty and
shopping spree, a Pheasants Forever Print, a 32-inch LED TV, a remote
duck decoy, a children's bike, Verizon gift cards and many more
packages.

The event is being sponsored by Expedition Archery, Avera Sacred
Heart Hospital, Kolberg-Pioneer, Kevin Carda Insurance, KG Painting
and Remodeling, and Lewis & Clark Specialty Hospital.

Proceeds from the fundraiser allow us to train our team members
in the latest sexual assault information, as well as help victims in the
community.

For more information, call the Women's Shelter at (605) 660-8621.
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