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Landing Gear From 9/11 Plane Found In NYC
NEW YORK (AP) — A 5-foot-tall piece of landing gear believed to

be from one of the planes destroyed in the Sept. 11 attacks has been
discovered wedged between a mosque site and another building
near the World Trade Center.

The part includes a clearly visible Boeing identification number,
New York Police Department spokesman Paul Browne said Friday.
The twisted, rusted metal part has cables and levers on it and is
about 3 feet wide and 1.5 feet deep.

The piece of equipment was discovered Wednesday by surveyors
inspecting the lower Manhattan site of a planned Islamic community
center, at 51 Park Place, on behalf of the building’s owner, police
said. The inspectors called 911, and police secured the scene, docu-
menting it with photos.

The spot where the landing gear was found is about three blocks
from ground zero. When plans for the mosque and community cen-
ter were first announced several years ago, opponents protested
that putting a Muslim facility near ground zero showed disrespect.
Supporters cited freedom of religion and said it wasn’t too close to
where Islamic extremists attacked on Sept. 11, 2001.

The medical examiner’s office will complete a health and safety
evaluation to determine whether to sift the soil around the buildings
for possible human remains, police said.

Obama, Congress Proceeding Carefully On Syria
WASHINGTON (AP) — Proceeding cautiously, President Barack

Obama insisted on Friday that any use of chemical weapons by
Syria would change his “calculus” about U.S. military involvement in
the 2-year-old civil war — but said too little was known about a pair
of likely sarin attacks to order aggressive action now.

The president’s public response to the latest intelligence re-
flected the lack of agreement in Washington over whether to use
America’s military to intervene in the civil war, — and if so, how. But
lawmakers in both parties expressed concern that inaction could
embolden Syrian President Bashar Assad and perhaps other coun-
tries including North Korea and Iran.

U.S. officials declared on Thursday that the Syrian government
probably had used chemical weapons twice in March, newly
provocative acts in the civil war that has killed more than 70,000
people and displaced hundreds of thousands more. The U.S. assess-
ment followed similar conclusions from Britain, France, Israel and
Qatar — key allies eager for a more aggressive response to Syrian
conflict.

Obama, in his first comments about the new intelligence disclo-
sure, said Friday, “For the Syrian government to utilize chemical
weapons on its people crosses a line that will change my calculus
and how the United States approaches these issues.” He has issued
similar warnings for months, saying the use of chemical weapons or
transfer of the stockpiles to terrorists would cross a “red line” and
carry “enormous consequences.”

Seeking to show resolve, Obama added Friday that “I’ve meant
what I said.”

Death Toll From Building Collapse Tops 300
SAVAR, Bangladesh (AP) — With time running out to save work-

ers still trapped in a collapsed garment factory building, rescuers
dug through mangled metal and concrete Friday and found more
survivors — but also more corpses that pushed the death toll past
300.

Wailing, angry relatives fought with police who held them back
from the wrecked, eight-story Rana Plaza building, as search-and-
rescue operations went on more than two days after the structure
crumbled.

Amid the cries for help and the smell of decaying bodies, the res-
cue of 18-year-old Mussamat Anna came at a high cost: Emergency
crews cut off the garment worker’s mangled right hand to pull her
free from the debris Thursday night.

“First a machine fell over my hand, and I was crushed under the
debris. ... Then the roof collapsed over me,” she told an Associated
Press cameraman from a hospital bed Friday.

More than 40 survivors were found late Friday evening on some
floors of the Rana Plaza, said fire service inspector Shafiqul Islam,
who searched the building. Through holes in the structure, he gave
them water and juice packs to combat dehydration in the stifling
heat and humidity.

Obama Backs Planned Parenthood In Speech
WASHINGTON (AP) — President Barack Obama vowed Friday to

join Planned Parenthood in fighting against what he said are efforts
by states to turn women’s health back to the 1950s, before the
Supreme Court legalized abortion nationwide, and singled out the
GOP-governed states of North Dakota and Mississippi for criticism.

“When politicians try to turn Planned Parenthood into a punch-
ing bag, they’re not just talking about you,” Obama said, becoming
the first sitting president to address the abortion-rights group in
person. “They’re talking about the millions of women who you
serve.”

Obama asserted that “an assault on women’s rights” is underway
across the country, with bills introduced in more than 40 states to
limit or ban abortion or restrict access to birth control or other
services.

“The fact is, after decades of progress, there’s still those who
want to turn back the clock to policies more suited to the 1950s
than the 21st century,” he said. “And they’ve been involved in an or-
chestrated and historic effort to roll back basic rights when it
comes to women’s health.”

Last month, North Dakota Republican Gov. Jack Dalrymple
signed a law that bans abortions as early as six weeks, or when a
fetal heartbeat is detected, making the state the most restrictive in
the nation in which to get the procedure.
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Boston Suspect Moved; FBI Searches Landfill
BY MICHAEL KUNZELMAN AND
EILEEN SULLIVAN
Associated Press

BOSTON — Boston Marathon
bombing suspect Dzhohkar Tsar-
naev was moved from a hospital
to a federal prison medical cen-
ter, while FBI agents searched for
evidence Friday in a landfill near
the college he was attending.

Tsarnaev, 19, was taken from
Beth Israel Deaconess Medical
Center, where he was recovering
from a gunshot wound to the
throat and other injuries suffered
during a getaway attempt, and
transferred to the Federal Med-
ical Center Devens, about 40
miles from Boston, the U.S. Mar-
shals Service said. The facility at
a former Army base treats fed-
eral prisoners.

Also, FBI agents picked
through a landfill near the Uni-
versity of Massachusetts Dart-
mouth, where Tsarnaev was a
sophomore. FBI spokesman Jim
Martin would not say what inves-
tigators were looking for.

An aerial photo in Friday’s
Boston Globe showed a line of
more than 20 investigators, all
dressed in white overalls and yel-
low boots, picking over the
garbage with shovels or rakes. 

U.S. officials, meanwhile, said
that the bombing suspects’
mother had been added to a fed-
eral terrorism database about 18
months before the deadly attack
— a disclosure that deepens the
mystery around the Tsarnaev
family and marks the first time
American authorities have ac-
knowledged that Zubeidat Tsar-
naeva was under investigation
before the tragedy.

The news is certain to fuel
questions about whether the
Obama administration missed
opportunities to thwart the April
15 bombing that killed three peo-
ple and wounded more than 260.

Tsarnaev is charged with join-
ing with his older brother, now
dead, in setting off the shrapnel-
packed pressure-cooker bombs.

The brothers are ethnic
Chechens from Russia who came
to the United States about a
decade ago with their parents. In-
vestigators have said it appears
that the brothers were angry
about the U.S. wars in
Afghanistan and Iraq.

Two government officials,
speaking on condition of
anonymity because they were
not authorized to speak publicly
about the investigation, said the
CIA had Zubeidat Tsarnaeva’s
name added to the terror data-
base along with that of her son
Tamerlan Tsarnaev after Russia
contacted the agency in 2011
with concerns that the two were
religious militants.

About six months earlier, the
FBI investigated mother and son,
also at Russia’s request, one of
the officials said. The FBI found
no ties to terrorism. Previously
U.S. officials had said only that
the FBI investigated Tamerlan. 

In an interview from Russia,
Tsarnaeva said Friday that she

has never been linked to terror-
ism.

“It’s all lies and hypocrisy,”
she told The Associated Press
from Dagestan. “I’m sick and
tired of all this nonsense that
they make up about me and my
children. People know me as a
regular person, and I’ve never
been mixed up in any criminal in-
tentions, especially any linked to
terrorism.”

Tsarnaeva faces shoplifting
charges in the U.S. over the al-
leged theft of more than $1,624
worth of women’s clothing from
a Lord & Taylor department store
in Natick, Mass., in 2012.

Earlier this week, she said she
has been assured by lawyers that
she would not be arrested if she
traveled to the U.S., but she said
she was still deciding whether to
go. The suspects’ father, Anzor
Tsarnaev, said that he would
leave Russia soon for the United
States to visit one son and lay
the other to rest. 

A team of investigators from

the U.S. Embassy in Moscow has
questioned both parents in Rus-
sia this week, spending many
hours with the mother in particu-
lar over two days. 

Meanwhile, New York’s police
commissioner said the FBI was
too slow to inform the city that
the Boston Marathon suspects
had been planning to bomb
Times Square days after the at-
tack at the race.

Federal investigators learned
about the short-lived scheme
from a hospitalized Dzhokhar
Tsarnaev during a bedside inter-
rogation that began Sunday night
and extended into Monday morn-
ing, officials said. The informa-
tion didn’t reach the New York
Police Department until Wednes-
day night.

“We did express our concerns
over the lag,” Commissioner Ray-
mond Kelly said. Kelly and Mayor
Michael Bloomberg announced
the findings on Thursday.

The FBI had no comment
Friday.

PATRICK WHITTEMORE/BOSTON HERALD/MCT

Dartmouth, Massachusetts, police officers secures the entrance to The Crapo Hill Solid Waste Facility on Thurs-
day, April 25 2013. Authorities are searching the landfill for evidence related to the Boston Marathon terrorist
bombings. 

BY MATTHEW LEE
Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Former
French President Nicolas Sarkozy
and his supermodel wife, Carla
Bruni, were clearly taken with
President Barack Obama and his
family back in 2011.

The Sarkozys gave the Oba-
mas more than $41,000 worth of
presents that year, becoming the
most prolific foreign gift-givers to
the first family, documents re-
leased Friday show.

The gifts ranged from de-
signer golf and travel bags and
fine crystal to soaps and per-
fumes, according to the State De-
partment’s Office of Protocol,
which catalogues gifts to U.S. offi-
cials from foreign leaders and
publishes an annual accounting,
often one or two years late due
to processing. 

Among the goodies presented

to the Obamas by the Sarkozys
were a large black Hermes golf
accessory bag worth $7,750, two
Baccarat crystal table lamps on
silver pedestals worth $5,500,
two Baccarat crystal statuettes
depicting golfers, a mono-
grammed black leather Louis
Vuitton business bag, his-and-
hers Christian Dior bathrobes
and a black leather Dior clutch.

Sarkozy also gave Obama a
glass sculpture of Alexander the
Great’s horse, a Lacoste shirt, a
fountain pen and, perhaps in a
nod to his tobacco-using days, a
Ligne 8 lighter.

But don’t expect the Obamas
to furnish a post-White House
residence with the items, be-
cause under law, most nonperish-
able gifts to the president and
other U.S. officials must be to the
National Archives or General
Services Administration unless
the recipient reimburses the

Treasury for their estimated
value.

The Sarkozys largesse may
have been a function of France
hosting the Group of Eight sum-
mit in 2011, at which the world fi-
nancial crisis was a main topic of
conversation, but most other
leaders’ gifts to the Obamas were
more modest.

Canadian Prime Minister
Stephen Harper, for example,
gave the president an auto-
graphed Toronto Raptors basket-
ball, while Australian Prime
Minister presented him with a
green and white iPod shuffle and
Australian football jerseys.

One exception was a variety
of artwork worth $13,200 that
was given to Obama by the gov-
ernor of the Mexican state of
Oaxaca.

Although the Sarkozys were
the top presidential gift-givers in
2011, the single most valuable

package of goodies — $29,450  in
art, watches and electronics —
was given to former Joint Chiefs
of Staff Chairman Adm. Mike
Mullen by Kuwait’s emir.

Deputy CIA Director Michael
Morrell may have received the
most unusual gift in 2011, a silver
hookah worth $1,500 from a giver
whose identity is classified.

Former Secretary of State
Hillary Rodham Clinton didn’t
make out so badly either in 2011,
getting a $3,400 silver bowl and a
$7,425 gold coin and silk scarf
from the sultan of Oman, a $3,200
strand of pearls from a senior
Chinese official and artwork from
the president of Tajikistan worth
$2,850.

The most lavish gift given to
Clinton came from the first lady
of Zambia, who presented her
with an emerald and diamond
necklace worth $7,834, according
to the records.

Ex-French President Top Gift Giver To Obama Family


