
THOMAS
Lane’s family has been

personally affected by the
disease. Her grandson,
Thomas, was diagnosed with
autism at the age 4.

“Up until he was 18
months old, he was perfect,”
Lane said. “He could walk,
and he was starting to talk —
but then his whole world
changed. He could say words
here and there, but he really
never talked again until he
was almost 5.”

Lane’s sisters pointed out
there was something wrong
with Thomas.

“When we found out, it
was just devastating,” she
said. 

Lane had worked at Abil-
ity Learning Services (ABS)
in Yankton with a very se-
verely autistic child, — so
she knew what the disease
was, and the side-effects that
it could have.

“The child I worked with
would always be rocking
back and forth and shaking
his hands all the time,” she
said. “I thought, ‘No. Please,
he can’t have that. He just
can’t.’ It was really hard.
Though Thomas has great
parents, it took my daughter-
in-law and son a really long
time to accept it.  (Lary and
I) accepted it before they
did.”

But with Thomas’s diag-
nosis came many surprises.

Lane recalled taking
Thomas to a restaurant be-
fore he turned 5. A waiter
came up and asked him what
he wanted to eat.

“He ordered right off the
menu,” Lane said. “We
thought he was just saying
what he liked, so we made
him read it. He could read
the whole kids menu to us.
None of us had a clue that he
could read because he never
said anything.”

But according to Lane,
you couldn’t tell Thomas
was that way if you met him
now.

“Now he just talks all the
time,” she chuckled.

Thomas, who is now in
middle school, has a high
functioning form of autism
known as Aspergers, which
is a pervasive developmental
disorder (PDD). This is a
group of conditions that in-
volve delays in the develop-
ment of many basic skills,
most notably the ability to
socialize with others, to
communicate and to use
imagination.

“He is very high function-
ing,” Lane said. “He is an
honor roll student and isn’t
behavioral. He doesn’t have
to take any medication, so
we are really lucky. One of
the main things he still does
because of his autrism is
(stimming).”

Stimming, or self-stimula-
tion, is the repetition of
physical movements, sounds
or repetitive movement of
objects common in individu-
als with developmental dis-
abilities. Stimming is most
prevalent in people with

autistic spectrum disorders.
It is a way in which people
with autism can calm them-
selves.

“But he can control it in
school,” Lane said. “At
school, they allow him to
leave the classroom when he
is getting frustrated so he
doesn’t have a meltdown.
The school system he is in is
just wonderful.”

Lane said Thomas mostly
does his stimming at home
when he gets to be in his
own space.

“He is really doing well,”
she chuckled. “He is a lot of
fun. He used to come out to
our house for the weekend
every two weeks up until
this year. He told me, ‘I’m in
middle school now and I’m
too busy.’ He has outgrown
grandma just like any normal
teenager. He even has that
teenage attitude coming
out.”

FOR THE CAUSE
Lane started making bars

to sell for charity in 2008,
after Thomas was diagnosed
with autism, for the “Walk
Now For Autism” event. 

“When he was first diag-
nosed, I would raise almost
$2,500 a year just for
autism,” she said. “I make
everything homemade, and I

make everything. I buy all
the ingredients and I don’t
take any money back. I don’t
only donate my time, but my
money.”

Besides autism, Lane has
donated the money to many
diffrent organizations. Ac-
cording to Lane, the bars
have been very popular over
the years. 

“There will be people that
know that I do this, so they
just stop in for bars every
Wednesday,” she said.
“There are some people that
even buy sacks of them.”

Lane said she does it all
for the cause.

“Thomas is the only
grandchild I have.” she said.
“He means everything in this
world to my husband and I.
Autism has such a wide
spectrum. There are so
many people out there that
have it — whether you know
it or not. We just want to
make people aware of
autism.”

To learn more about
autism or the Light It Up
Blue event, go to autisms-
peaks.org.

Follow Jordynne Hart on
twitter at
twitter.com/hartjordynne.
Discuss this story at yank-
ton.net.
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POUND COUNT
Several animals are available at

the Yankton Animal Shelter. For
more information, call the Yankton
Police Department's animal control
officer from 8 a.m.-4 p.m. Monday-
Friday at 661-9494, or 668-5210.

DAILY RECORD POLICY
The Press & Dakotan pub-

lishes police and sheriff reports as
a public service to its readers. It is
important to remember that an ar-
rest should not imply guilt and that
every person is presumed innocent
until proven otherwise. When juve-
niles are released from jail, it is into
the care of a parent or guardian.

It is the policy of the Press &
Dakotan to publish all names made
available in the police and court re-
ports. There are no exceptions.

ARRESTS
• Joel Schwartz, 33, Sioux

Falls, was arrested Monday on a
warrant for failure to appear.

• Lacey Kruse, 22, Yankton,
was arrested Monday for making
threatening or harassing phone
calls.

• A 13-year-old Yankton male
was arrested Monday for marking
threatening or harassing phone
calls.

• A 14-year-old Yankton male
was arrested Monday for distur-
bance of school.

• A 14-year-old Yankton male
was arrested Monday for distur-
bance of school.

ACCIDENTS
• A report was received at 6:30

p.m. Monday of a hit-and-run acci-
dent occurring near the intersection
of 9th St. and Douglas Ave.

INCIDENTS
• A report was received at 3:42

p.m. Monday of identity theft.
• A report was received at 12:37

p.m. Tuesday of check fraud on
Sawgrass St. 

CRIME STOPPERS
Anyone wishing to report

anonymous information on unlawful
activity in the City of Yankton or in
Yankton County is encouraged to
contact the Crime Stoppers tip line
at 665-4440.

CHICAGO (AP) — Grain fu-
tures were mostly lower Tuesday
on the Chicago Board of Trade.

Wheat for May delivery fell 18.5
cents to $5.1155 a bushel; May
corn lost 18.25 cents to 3.7625 a
bushel; May oats were 5 cents
lower at $2.6475 a bushel; while
May soybeans were up 5.5 cents to
$9.7325 a bushel.

Beef was mostly lower and pork

was higher on the Chicago Mercan-
tile Exchange.

June live cattle fell .65 cent to
$1.5232 a pound; May feeder cattle
lost .55 cent to $2.1690 a pound;
while June lean hogs were .25 cent
higher to $.7580 a pound.

———
For the latest prices from area

South Dakota elevators, visit
http://tinyurl.com/peu95zl

U.S. stocks ended lower on
Tuesday, erasing much of the mar-
ketʼs gain from the day before. The
broad decline came as traders
seized on the final day of the quar-
ter to do some profit-taking and
prune their portfolios. 

ON TUESDAY:
The Dow Jones industrial aver-

age lost 200.19 points, or 1.1 per-
cent, to 17,776.12.

The S&P 500 index fell 18.35
points, or 0.9 percent, to 2,067.89.

The Nasdaq composite shed
46.56 points, or 0.9 percent, to
4,900.88.

FOR THE WEEK:
The Dow is up 63.46 points, or

0.4 percent.
The S&P 500 index is up 6.87

points, or 0.3 percent.
The Nasdaq is up 9.67 points,

or 0.2 percent.

FOR THE YEAR:
The Dow is down 46.95 points,

or 0.3 percent.
The S&P 500 index is up 8.99

points, or 0.4 percent.
The Nasdaq is up 164.83

points, or 3.5 percent.

75 YEARS AGO
Monday, April 1, 1940

• Today is the day you keep your
fingers crossed, doubt everything
you hear and read and look out for
wooden nickels. For it is All Foolʼs
Day, traditionally a time when every-
one is entitled to try and make a
sucker out of everyone else, and
avoid being made one if possible. 

• Work was started today by the
city leveling off the old city dump site
preparatory to laying out an athletic
park and baseball ground. It is lo-
cated on the Missouri river bank at
the foot of Pearl and Mulberry
streets.

50 YEARS AGO
Thursday, April 1, 1965

• Bob Stranskyʼs 10-year Yank-
ton High School scoring record for

a single season and career stood
the concentrated test of Dennis
Lokken this season, but the Bucksʼ
scoring star for 1965 did establish
not only the single game scoring
mark for YHS but also the best
point per game average in Buck
history.

• Three leaders held firm, but a
complete revamping took place in
the singles division during the sec-
ond weekend of the Press &
Dakotan ladies invitational bowling
tournament being held at Yanktonʼs
Country Lanes.

25 YEARS AGO
Sunday, April 1, 1990
No paper.

PIERRE — The South
Dakota Department of Envi-
ronment and Natural Re-
sources (DENR) announced
that the City of Vermillion
public water system and
the system’s operation spe-
cialists have been awarded
a Secretary’s Award for
Drinking Water Excellence.

The system’s opera-
tions specialists are Randy
Isaacson, Thomas Kruse,
Wade Mount, Allen Clark,
Curt Haakinson, Dale
Husby, Shane Griese and
Tyler Zimmerman of the
Vermillion Water Depart-
ment and Fred Balleweg of
the Vermillion Waste Water
Department.

“Safe, high quality
drinking water supports a
higher quality of life,” said
DENR Secretary Steve

Pirner. “DENR is proud to
honor the City of Vermil-
lion and their operation
specialists who supplied to
their customers high qual-
ity water that met all the
requirements of the Safe
Drinking Water Act for 14
consecutive years.”

To qualify for the Secre-
tary’s Award for Drinking
Water Excellence, public
water systems and their
system operations special-
ists had to meet all of the
following requirements for
ten consecutive years or
more:

• compliance monitor-
ing and reporting,

• drinking water stan-
dards, and

• certification
requirements.

Vermillion Recognized For
Drinking Water Compliance

Autism
From Page 1

VA Accepting Applications For Event
The VA is currently accepting applications from

veterans who are interested in competing in the 2015
National Veterans Golden Age Games. Applications can be
completed online at www.veteransgoldenagegames.va.gov
and will be accepted through May 15. 

Veterans ages 55 and older who are enrolled for VA care
are eligible to participate. These games will take place in
Omaha Aug. 8-12, and nearly 800 athletes are expected to
compete. 

The event encourages participants to make physical
activity a central part of their lives and supports VA’s com-
prehensive recreation and rehabilitation therapy programs.
Competitive events include air rifle, badminton, bowling,
cycling, dominoes, field, golf, horseshoes, nine ball,
shuffleboard, swimming, table tennis and track. 

TUESDAY RESULTS
2 BY 2: Red Balls: 1-24, White

Balls: 15-17
MYDAY: Month: 10, Day: 17,

Year: 10
PICK 3: 4-6-9
PICK 5: 21-29-32-33-37
MEGA MILLIONS: 08-26-41-

61-73, Mega Ball: 11

P&D CLASSIFIEDS
WORK FOR YOU!
(605) 665-7811


