
consists of three lakes, each
with a separate purpose of
hunting, recreation and
wildlife, Deurmier said. The
Park Avenue Project will cover
20 acres at the lower south-
west tip of the south lake. The
organization is currently work-
ing on fundraising and
permits.

While the project benefits
all ages, Deurmier sees par-
ticular benefits for the
younger generation.

“We want to reconnect our
youth with nature. That’s
huge,” he said. “Our high
school kids have done water
tests at the site, and it can be
used for our science curricu-
lum. And the educational cen-
ter is only two blocks from
our elementary school. Our
students can receive an edu-
cation on wetlands, grasses
and others parts of the sur-
rounding area.”

The playground equip-
ment should provide a natu-
ral draw for families,
according to Patti Ronfeldt,
who chairs the playground
committee for the Park Av-
enue Project.

Ronfeldt is no stranger to
the effort, as she helped
spearhead a successful cam-
paign to beautify the Lake
Andes city park.

“We re-did the city park in
2012, and that definitely
helped in working with this
one (at the lake),” she said.
“We knew about fundraising,
applying for grants and get-
ting help from people.”

Wellmark provided a
$7,500 grant for the Park Av-
enue Project playground,
Ronfeldt said. Other funds
came from the city and pri-
vate donations.

“We have, for the most
part, raised all the money,”
she said. “We purchased the
equipment in 2014, and it’s al-
ready stored.”

The committee originally
chose a weekend that could
use National Guard members
for helping install the equip-
ment, Ronfeldt said. The Wag-
ner unit has since received

orders to deploy for Kuwait,
but the original date will still
remain even with the change
in situation, she said.

“We plan to put up the
equipment Sept. 12 with the
help of volunteers,” she said.
“We figured it would be easier
to find people willing to help
at that time of year, and it
shouldn’t be hot.” 

The new playground will
receive a proper recognition,
Ronfeldt said. “Wellmark
plans to do a dedication for
us the week that we install
the playset,” she said.

The current effort to re-
store Lake Andes actually
began in 1993, Deurmier said.
More recently, the supporters
took a formal step in conjunc-
tion with a Lake Andes

National Wildlife Refuge
complex.

“On Dec. 28, 2006, some of
the original board members
came together with other
community leaders to re-eval-
uate the lake’s condition,” he
said. “At this time, the group
secured reinstatement as a
corporate entity through the
State of South Dakota.  The
Refuge was working on a 15-
year plan, and we reinstated
the CMCLRO so we could
help with the plan.”

The CMCLRO operates as
a 501(c)3 non-profit corpora-
tion, making donations tax
deductible, Deurmier said. He
hopes the group’s status en-
courages more contributions. 

“We’re focusing on the
Park Avenue Project right

now, but we’re still focused
on restoring the entire lake,”
he said “It’s a big job, be-
cause the surface area of the
lake is 4,616 acres and the
watershed contains 95,723
acres.”

“Hopefully, the Park Av-
enue Project will kick-start
things and we can take care
of all three lakes,” he added.

The CMCLRO educational
and recreational efforts have
received support from the
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Serv-
ices’ Mike Bryant, who serves
as project leader for the Lake
Andes National Wildlife
Refuge Complex.

“The CMCLRO is advocat-
ing for improving water qual-
ity in Lake Andes and they
are spearheading a project

that would create a park on
the edge of the town of Lake
Andes,” Bryant said. “Both
projects are important to us.”  

The CMCLRO has shone a
spotlight on the lake’s envi-
ronmental needs, Bryant
said.

“Lake Andes (the recre-
ation site) suffers from poor
water quality that impacts
fish, wildlife, plants and even
insects,” he said. “At times,
the oxygen content in the
water gets so low that fish,
aquatic insects and aquatic
plants cannot survive.

“Having this non-profit
group educating the sur-
rounding community is great.
It’s just what the lake needs.”

The new Park Avenue
Project will take local efforts

to the next level, Bryant said.
“I see many recreational

benefits from this,” he said.
“However, one of the most
important benefits is
educational.”

The end result benefits
everyone, Bryant said.

“Reconnecting people to
nature is a goal for the Fish
and Wildlife Service,” he said.

———
For more information on

the park project, email cm-
clro@cme.coop or write to
Box 701, Lake Andes SD
57356.

You can follow Randy
Dockendorf on Twitter at twit-
ter.com/RDockendorf. Discuss
this story at www.yantkon.net.
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everybody wants to come to,
everybody wants to live in,
everybody wants to stay in.”

Hunhoff said the Onward
Yankton group is open to a
wide number of suggestions
from the public.

“I want to stress — the big
idea can be about anything,”
he said. “It could be about our
schools. It could be about
healthcare and our hospitals. It
could be about agriculture. It
could be about creating better
jobs. It could be about our his-
toric downtown and the great
history we’ve talked about. We
do want it to be doable and re-
alistic and something that can
be accomplished, but we want
it to be something really big.
Something that will really
change our town for genera-
tions as Yankton College did
for so many years, as Mount
Marty College continues to do,
as the bridges have done, as
the schools have done.”

Entries will be gathered on
Onward Yankton’s website.
After 100 days, the ideas will
be narrowed down to an unde-
termined number of finalists,
from which one idea will be
chosen. The person(s) respon-
sible for that idea would be
awarded $10,000.

Ness said that he hopes the
big idea can lead to a number
of outcomes, but the commu-
nity needs to get the ball
rolling on it.

“It will be something that
improves the quality of life in
Yankton, that maybe will pro-
vide jobs for people in Yank-
ton,” he said. “Maybe it’ll get
other businesses to move to
Yankton from who knows
where. But if we don’t start the
process of creating our own fu-
ture, it isn’t going to happen.
This is our start.” 

Hunhoff said ideas like this
are critical, not only for the
city’s growth, but also for its
very survival as well.

“All cities our size are suf-
fering a brain drain — espe-
cially rural states and rural
communities like Yankton —
and we’ve got to fight back,” he
said. “Communities like Yank-
ton serve a great value, not
only to South Dakota, but to
the nation.”

A repeat presentation was
held at Yankton Middle School
later in the day. 

At press time, a number of
suggestions had been added to
Onward Yankton’s Facebook
page.

———
For more information on

Onward Yankton or to submit
an idea, visit http://on-
wardyankton.com/

You can follow Rob Nielsen
on Twitter at twitter.com/Rob-
NielsenPandD/. Discuss this
story at www.yankton.net/.

Contest
From Page 1

PRESS & DAKOTAN n THURSDAY, APRIL 2, 2015 PAGE 9

Lake
From Page 1


