
past four years, our commit-
tee has given an update at
the program. But this year,
we’re breaking ground for
the monument on Memorial
Day.”

Allen credits tremendous
public response for moving
the monument far ahead of
schedule. The committee is
within $8,000 of the original
$156,000 target.

“We’re planning a number
of fundraisers throughout the
summer,” she said. “We’re
confident that we can raise
the rest of the money, so
we’re going to start work on
the monument.”

Allen pointed to a major
development propelling the
project’s quantum leap to-
ward completion. Three
Springfield natives — Dick
Martin and brothers Gene
and Larry Lang — have
pledged to match up to
$30,000 in donations.

“That made all the differ-
ence in getting us to our
deadline a whole lot faster,”
she said.

And speaking of deadlines,
the faster completion of the
memorial has also moved up
the timeline for veterans and
their families wishing to sub-
mit names for the monument.
The memorial is open to any
honorably discharged vet-
eran with Springfield ties
through the community, col-
lege and surrounding area.

“Right now, we have about
1,400 names. The deadline is
now June 1, and we don’t
want to leave out anybody,”
Allen said. “We have the June
1 deadline because we have
to get all the names to Luken
(Memorials of Yankton) by
July 1 for etching, and we
need a month before then to
vet the names and check the
spellings.”

The etching of the names
is included in the project’s
current cost, Allen said.
Names could be added at a
later date but would carry a
charge for the veteran or fam-
ily. “We want to make sure we
can get as many names as
possible before the work
starts,” she said.

Martin, a West Point grad-
uate, not only is matching fi-
nancial donations but is also
writing a biography on each
veteran’s  military histories,
where possible, Allen said.
Martin works with informa-
tion from the veterans, fami-
lies and military records, she
said.

“We have been publishing
them as fast as Dick gets
them finished and approved
by the family,” she said. “So
far, there have been some
pretty good ones from the
Second World War and from
the Korean War and Vietnam
War. The families from the
First World War veterans —
there aren’t too many of
those still around.”

The veterans’ stories are
amazing, but two immediately
come to mind, Allen said.

“One of the guys was a
tank commander in Patton’s
3rd Army, and he was moving

so fast that he found himself
and all of his men behind
enemy lines,” she said. “He
recruited local farmers to
build haystacks and to hide
the tanks under the
haystacks.”

Another veteran truly il-
lustrated that it wasn’t his
time to go, Allen said. He was
twice removed from sub-
marines that later were lost
at sea with all men on board.

“The third sub he was on,
he was in a battle where they
shot down or torpedoed a
Japanese destroyer, and it
turned the tide of the war,”
she said.

Allen remains confident
the Springfield Veterans Me-
morial will raise the remain-
ing funds. Even after meeting
the $156,000 goal, the com-
mittee will continue raising
funds for future maintenance
needs.

“We’ve got to make sure
the money is there for new
flags and for the replacement
of lighting,” she said. “We’re
also putting in an irrigation
system to help with the flower
garden and landscaping. All of
that will come from mainte-
nance dollars.”

Besides cash gifts, area res-
idents have stepped forward
with in-kind donations for
fundraisers, Allen said. Re-

cently, a local cattle producer
donated a half-beef — 1,000
pounds of meat — while a
locker owner donated the pro-
cessing for a raffle.

“We’ve been able to do all
of this ahead of schedule be-
cause of the generosity of the
people. It’s been amazing,”
she said. “We’ve also gotten
support from the American Le-
gion and the Legion Auxiliary
(of Springfield), and we re-
ceived grants from the South
Dakota Community Founda-
tion and Casey’s.”

The effort has taken four
long years so far, but the sud-
den appearance of the finish
line has spurred on the com-
mittee, veterans and other
supporters, Allen said.

“We’re passionate about
this,” she said. “We’re pumped
with the idea of getting to
break ground and to give (the
veterans) the recognition they
deserve. It’s been an amazing
accomplishment.”

———
For more information, visit

the Facebook page for the
Springfield Veterans Memorial.

You can follow Randy
Dockendorf on Twitter at
twitter.com/RDockendorf.
Discuss this story at
www.yankton.net.
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75 YEARS AGO
Saturday, April 6, 1940

• The annular eclipse of the
sun, which appears as a narrow
ring of fire around the face of the
darkened moon and will cross the
gulf states and southwest Sunday
afternoon, will be 60 percent visible
to South Dakotans, according to
Wm. E. Ekman, State university
professor of mathematics and as-
tronomy.

• Appointment of William Limpo,
Yankton, as deputy United States
marshal was announced today by
Marshal Charles W. Robertson.
Limpo, former Yankton County
sheriff and lately a deputy sheriff in
that county, will succeed M. H. Hel-
geland, resigned.

50 YEARS AGO
Tuesday, April 6, 1965

• High school bands and large

vocal groups from 16 towns will be
competing for honors in the Region
I large ensemble music contest to
be staged here Friday this week.

• U.S. bombers are expected to
hit more hard-to-rebuild targets in
coming days as the United States
gradually tightens military pressure
on Communist North Vietnam.

25 YEARS AGO
Friday, April 6, 1990

• Some 400 students from
across South Dakota will be in
Pierre on Arbor Day, April 27, to
help Gov. George Mickelson and
wife, Linda, plant 900 trees on a
piece of state property north of the
Capitol.

• The U.S. Environmental Pro-
tection Agency will provide South
Dakota with a $4.7 million grant to
assist with wastewater treatment
and certain pollution control proj-
ects, a state official said Thursday.

Antique Auto Association To Meet
The Yankton Antique Automobile Association will be hold-

ing its monthly meeting at The Center, 900 Whiting Drive, on
Wednesday, April 8, at 7:30 p.m. 

The month’s program will feature Crystal Nelson, director
of the Dakota Territorial Museum, who will give a presentation
on preserving various antique items. 

If you have an item that you would like advice on, bring it to
the meeting. 

The meeting will follow The Center’s pancake supper. Any
individual interested in joining is welcome. 

For more information, contact Wilbur Goehring at 665-1717. 

Hospice Volunteer Training In Norfolk
NORFOLK, Neb. — Faith Regional Health Services is offer-

ing Hospice Volunteer Training on April 8 from 8 a.m. to 5:30
p.m. at Faith Regional’s East Campus, 1500 Koenigstein Ave.,
Norfolk, Nebraska.

There is not cost for the training. 
Call (402) 644-7453 to register or to learn more information. 

Auditions For ‘Nunsense’ April 10-11
The Lewis and Clark Theatre Company will hold auditions for

the musical “Nunsense” Friday April 10, at 7 p.m. and Saturday
April 11 at 1 p.m. at the Dakota Theatre, downtown Yankton.  

“Nunsense” has been updated with new jokes, additional
lyrics, new arrangements and a brand new song. A cast of five
women is needed to fill roles as the Little Sisters of Hoboken for
the performances June 4-7 and 11-14. 

“Nunsense” is under the direction of Andy Henrickson; musi-
cal direction by Dr. Kenneth Tice; Choreography by Kathryn
Reimler; Costumes by Dawn Ferris; and Lighting and Sound by
James L. Hovland. Actors will read from the script, improvise,
move and sing portions of songs from the show (material will be
provided).

Questions and/or inquiries may be made to Andy Henrickson
at 605-660-9742 or Tara Gill, executive director, at 605-270-3152.  

Guard career with the Wagner
unit, and he becomes the first
SDANG warrant officer to re-
ceive the award, according to a
news release. 

The U.S. Army honors one
warrant officer and six officers
annually with the MacArthur
Award. They come from the ac-
tive Army, National Guard and
Army Reserve. 

The honorees demonstrate
the ideals for which MacArthur
stood — duty, honor and coun-
try. Each soldier receives an en-
graved 15-pound bronze bust of
MacArthur mounted on a wal-
nut pedestal.

As of last year, only 677 re-
cipients had received the
MacArthur award in its 27-year
history out of thousands and
thousands of officers, warrant
officers, lieutenants and cap-
tains.

To be chosen among so
many great warrant officers and
to receive this award is a hum-
bling experience, Podzimek
said.

“When I found out that one
warrant officer in the entire Na-
tional Guard would be selected,
I figured my chance of winning
this award were slim to none,”
he said. “When I read the list of
award winners and saw my
name ... I had to read it about
three to four more times. I
couldn’t believe it.”

SHOWING LEADERSHIP
One example of Podzimek’s

effective leadership style was
demonstrated when the 155th
suffered the loss of a soldier,
said Lt. Col. David Dailey, 153rd
Engineer Battalion commander
who recommended Podzimek
for the MacArthur Award.

“He led from the front, took
the time to talk to his soldiers
individually and mentored
them through a very difficult
time,” Dailey said in a state-
ment. “He has been an instru-
mental leader, using his
abilities to mentor his subordi-
nates to become a cohesive

and resilient platoon.”
Podzimek said his focus re-

mained on his men and their on-
going needs in the midst of
losing a fellow soldier. He
looked at the soldiers as individ-
uals, not strictly as a unit.

“I just let them know that
they had somebody to talk to, if
and when the time was there
and they were ready,” he said.”
It’s different for each person,
and different people handle it
differently. I may handle it differ-
ently than the next 100 people
— good, bad or other.”

Another unexpected situa-
tion — actually, two situations
— challenged Podzimek’s ability
to lead in the face of an emer-
gency.

In June 2014, South Dakota
was hit at the same time with
two natural disasters — a tor-
nado which destroyed a large
portion of Wessington Springs
and flooding that devastated
parts of the southeast corner of
the state and impacted neigh-
boring areas such as Yankton. 

Podzimek’s technical knowl-
edge shone when he managed
more than four construction
projects and his team re-
sponded to the flood operations
and the tornado clean-up, Dailey
said.

“He always makes an ex-
traordinary effort to ensure his
company is able to accomplish
any mission,” Dailey said. “His
dedication and integrity to the
mission first, epitomizes the
ideals for which this
(MacArthur) award stands for.”

Podzimek provided a much
more modest account of his role
in the two disaster operations.
He emphasized he was complet-
ing an annual training (AT) proj-
ect in Yankton at the time and
didn’t actually travel to Wess-
ington Springs. He said he pro-
vided more of a back-up role in
the two disaster responses.

“Last year, our annual train-
ing was done in Yankton at the
Easton (archery) complex,” he
said. “We were constructing
comfort stations between two
Olympic ranges. The AT was on
the downhill slope, and I was
able to move our feet faster and
help with different things (on
the tornado and flooding re-
sponses).”

Podzimek characterized his
disaster role more as communi-
cating the tornado and flooding
situations as they unfolded and
coordinating the logistical
needs for both disasters. Those
needs could range from person-
nel to vehicles to equipment.

“I consider myself a very
small part of it, personally,” he
said. “There was a lot of large
movement, and we just made
sure there weren’t any hiccups.”

Podzimek credits his leader-
ship style as a direct reflection
of his former SDANG leaders.

“I’ve had the luxury of hav-
ing good leaders throughout my
military career,” he said.
“They’ve taught me to do more
than the work of a commander,
to get your hands dirty and do
some manual labor right along-
side your soldiers.”
PREPARING FOR A MISSION

Podzimek admitted he didn’t
even know he had been nomi-
nated from the MacArthur lead-
ership award.

Coincidentally, he received
his award notification while at-
tending a military school in
Arkansas preparing for the
155th Engineer Company’s up-
coming deployment to Kuwait.

“We’ll be going to Texas in
August. Then, after a couple of
months of training, we’re going
to Kuwait. When we leave, it will
be a nine-month stay, but that
could change,” he said. “For the
most part, I would say we’re a
unit that’s qualified for vertical
construction — concrete work,
wiring up buildings and doing
some plumbing, carpentry and
masonry.”

The Arkansas military
school focused on the logistics
of moving to an assigned the-
ater, Podzimek said.

“We learned how property
will be moved from Wagner and
Rapid City down to Texas,” he
said. “We studied logistically
how to move all the vehicles,
equipment and general things.
We learned, by the book, how to
transport things by ship or
planes.”

Podzimek isn’t a stranger to
Middle East missions. The Wag-
ner unit deployed to Iraq in 2004
as part of the 153rd Engineer
Battalion.

“I think that mission pro-
vided valuable experience,” he
said. “We know how to plan,
what to expect leading up to
leaving the country and what
needs to be completed. We have
become proficient with our
tasks, the different things before
we leave the United States. We
know a lot of what to expect.”

An August send-off is
planned in Wagner for the up-
coming mission, Podzimek said.

But first, he will travel to
Washington for a May 29 cere-
mony honoring the MacArthur
Leadership Award recipients.
“We’ll do a rehearsal in the mili-
tary dress uniform. Then, we’ll
have the actual awards cere-
mony around noon with four-
star Gen. Raymond Odierno,” he
said.

Outside of his National
Guard commitment, Podzimek
balances duties as a full-time
electrician for the U.S. Army
Corps of Engineers and as an
owner of a part-time cooling and
heating business.

“He maintains a full schedule
with his civilian and military ob-
ligations but always finds time
to remain active in his commu-
nity and spend time with his
family,” Dailey said.

Podzimek volunteers his
time and resources to his local
fire department and VFW Post
7319. He is currently providing
assistance for projects with the
Wagner VFW post and the Dante
fire department.

“His willingness to give back
to his community through vol-
unteering his time to local or-
ganizations directly reflects his
values,” Dailey said.

Podzimek quickly credits the
support of his family. He and his
wife, Whitney, have three young
children: Parker, 5; Palmer, 3;
and Bode, who was born Feb.
11.

“I give a big thanks to them,”
the soldier said. “I wouldn’t be
able to do a lot of this if it wasn’t
for my family. They’re a big part
of this.”

You can follow Randy Dock-
endorf on Twitter at
twitter.com/RDockendorf. Dis-
cuss this story at www.yank-
ton.net. 
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SATURDAY’S RESULTS
DAKOTA CASH 02-08-10-13-30.

Estimated jackpot: $38,000
HOT LOTTO: 15-16-39-42-47,

Hot Ball: 5. Estimated jackpot: $6.4
million

POWERBALL: 33-39-40-41-54,
Powerball: 28, Power Play: 3.  

WILD CARD: 01-12-21-22-33,
Wild Card: KH.  

2 BY 2: Red Balls: 3-12, White
Balls: 8-13

MYDAY: Month: 12, Day: 1, Year:
44

PICK 3: 5-9-7
PICK 5: 03-09-10-27-36 

SUNDAY’S RESULTS
2 BY 2: Red Balls: 13-26, White

Balls: 02-03
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