
BY GEORGE JAHN
Associated Press

VIENNA  — In selling the
Iran nuclear deal to Congress
and other skeptics, President
Barack Obama said it is built
on “unprecedented verifica-
tion,” telling his radio audi-
ence over the weekend: “If
Iran cheats, the world will
know it.”

Only time will tell if
Obama is right. While Iran
could try to push back or
cover up, it certainly has little
incentive for deceit.

Its negotiators returned
home to jubilant crowds hail-
ing the prospect of an end to
the crippling economic sanc-
tions that forced Iran to the
negotiating table in the first
place. On Tuesday, even the
chief of Iran’s powerful Revo-
lutionary Guard joined in
praising their efforts.

Tehran thus is unlikely to
risk the prospect of having the
sanctions re-imposed — the
penalty for cheating. More
likely, Iran will push for every
loophole any agreement pro-
vides but honor it, and wait
out the strict restrictions any
deal will impose.

Still, hoping that Iran will
toe the line isn’t enough. Dis-
trust about its intentions will
persist long after the fleeting
good vibes generated around
the negotiating table by last
week’s preliminary deal. It was
designed to at least temporar-
ily cap such potential Iranian
bomb-making nuclear activi-
ties.

That has left the United
States and its negotiating part-
ners seeking tight controls
against potential Iranian de-
ceit. The commitments Tehran
has signed on to certainly go
further than ever before to en-
sure that if it does try to clan-

destinely cir-
cumvent re-
strictions on
its nuclear pro-
gram, it will
not get away
with it. 

Iran can af-
ford to bide its
time — it resis-
ted efforts to

demolish its nuclear infra-
structure, leaving it intact.
That allows it to quickly ex-
pand to dimensions dwarfing
its present capacities once
constraints are lifted, starting
10 years after any accord takes
hold.

Obama on Tuesday ac-
knowledged as much, telling
NPR News that Iran could have
the capacities to build a nu-
clear bomb within roughly 13
years of the emerging nuclear
deal. 

As negotiators try to turn a
sketchy understanding into a
comprehensive deal by June
30, Tehran’s nuclear history
cannot be ignored.

Iranian atomic activities
that the U.S. and its five nego-
tiating partners are now trying
to restrict were born of se-
crecy.  Iran has repeatedly
played for time since they
were revealed, blocking
probes while drawing out ne-
gotiations meant to curb the
programs — and using the
weeks, months or years won
to expand nuclear activities
instead. 
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Rand Paul Kicks Off 2016 Campaign 
LOUISVILLE, Ky. (AP) — Sen. Rand Paul launched his

2016 presidential campaign Tuesday with a combative chal-
lenge both to Washington and his fellow Republicans, cata-
loguing a lengthy list of what ails America and pledging to
“take our country back.”

Paul’s fiery message, delivered in his home state of Ken-
tucky before he flew to four early-nominating states, was
designed to broaden his appeal outside of the typical GOP
coalition as well as motivate supporters of his father’s two
unsuccessful bids for the Republican presidential nomina-
tion.

In a 26-minute speech that eviscerated “the Washington
machine,” he spared neither Republican nor Democrat as
he attempted to tap into Americans’ deep frustrations with
their government.

“I worry that the opportunity and hope are slipping
away for our sons and daughters,” the tea party favorite
said. “As I watch our once-great economy collapse under
mounting spending and debt, I think, ‘What kind of Amer-
ica will our grandchildren see?”’

He added: “It seems to me that both parties and the
entire political system are to blame.”

Pakistan Judge: Charge CIA Drone Lawyer  
ISLAMABAD (AP) — A Pakistani judge on Tuesday or-

dered that criminal charges be filed against a former CIA
lawyer who oversaw its drone program and the one-time
chief agency operative in Islamabad over a 2009 strike that
killed two people.

Former acting general counsel John A. Rizzo and ex-sta-
tion chief Jonathan Bank must face charges including mur-
der, conspiracy, terrorism and waging war against Pakistan,
Justice Shaukat Aziz Siddiqui of the Islamabad High Court
ruled. A court clerk and a lawyer involved the case, Mirza
Shahzad Akbar, confirmed details of the judge’s ruling.

Rizzo and Bank could not be immediately reached for
comment. The CIA will have no comment, spokesman Chris
White told The Associated Press.

The legal action comes as the number of CIA drone
strikes in Pakistan has fallen precipitously from their 2010
high, amid signs that the U.S. and Pakistan have been more
closely cooperating on counterterrorism issues after years
of tensions. It is unclear how the criminal charges will af-
fect that cooperation, even though the defendants will al-
most certainly never see the inside of a Pakistani
courtroom.

The only way the case could go forward is if U.S. offi-
cials cooperate with the Pakistani court, which is incon-
ceivable given that the drone strikes were carried out
under a program ordered by two successive U.S.
presidents.

560 Dead, 1,700 Wounded In Yemen 
SANAA, Yemen (AP) — As tons of desperately needed

medical supplies await clearance to be flown into Yemen,
aid workers warned Tuesday of an unfolding humanitarian
crisis, saying at least 560 people, including dozens of chil-
dren, have been killed, mostly in a Saudi-led air campaign
and battles between Shiite rebels and forces loyal to the
embattled president.

More than 1,700 people have been wounded and an-
other 100,000 have fled their homes as fighting intensified
over the past three weeks, the World Health Organization
said.

The Red Cross shipment would be the first to reach
Yemen since the start of the Saudi-imposed air blockade.
Sitara Jabeen, a Geneva-based spokeswoman for the Inter-
national Committee of the Red Cross, said a cargo plane
with 17 tons of medical supplies was in the Jordanian capi-
tal, Amman, awaiting the go-ahead from coalition forces to
land in Sanaa, hopefully on Wednesday. Another 35 tons of
supplies were also ready for shipment, she said.

“If these medical supplies do not reach Yemen, then un-
fortunately we are afraid many more people will die,”
Jabeen said.

She said a surgical team was also awaiting clearance to
dock in the embattled Yemeni port of Aden, where heavy
fighting Monday left streets littered with bodies.

Australia Group To Fight Ice Scourge
CANBERRA, Australia (AP) — The Australian government

on Wednesday announced a task force to create a new na-
tional response to the rapidly growing problem of addiction
to ice, also known as crystal meth, across the country.

Law enforcement agencies report that the rate of use of
the potent and highly addictive form of methamphetamine
had almost doubled in Australia in the past year, with inter-
national drug rings attracted by the relatively high prices
that Australians are willing to pay.

Prime Minister Tony Abbott announced that former Vic-
toria state chief police commissioner Ken Lay would head
the task force which will report to the government by mid-
year on a new coordinated approach to the drug scourge
that will involve law enforcement, health and education
agencies.

The proportion of methamphetamine users in Australia
who took ice, also known as crystal meth, had increased
from 20 percent in 2010 to 50 percent now, Abbott said

“The trouble with ice is it’s far more potent, far more dan-
gerous, far more addictive than any previous illicit drug,” Ab-
bott told reporters.

“It’s worse than heroin, it’s worse than cocaine, it’s worse
than LSD, it’s worse than ecstasy. It’s much more addictive,
much more dangerous, much more damaging. The chances
of being able to function while being a serious ice user are al-
most zero and that’s why it’s so important that we ramp up
our response,” he added.

White SC Officer Charged With
Murder For Shooting Black Man

BY BRUCE SMITH
Associated Press

CHARLESTON, S.C. — A white South
Carolina police officer was charged with
murder Tuesday, hours after law en-
forcement officials viewed a dramatic
video that appears to show him shoot-
ing a fleeing man several times in the
back.

North Charleston Mayor Keith Sum-
mey announced the charges at a hastily
called news conference in which he
said City Patrolman Michael Thomas
Slager made “a bad decision.”

The shooting, which began as a traf-
fic stop, occurred as Americans grapple
with issues of trust between law en-
forcement and minority communities
after a series of deaths of unarmed
black men at the hands of police. They
include the deaths of Michael Brown in
Ferguson, Missouri, and Eric Garner on
Staten Island, New York. Both sparked
protests nationwide.

In the Charleston case, authorities
said the victim, 50-year-old Walter
Lamer Scott, was shot after the officer
already hit him with a stun gun. 

“When you’re wrong, you’re wrong,”
Summey said. “When you make a bad
decision, don’t care if you’re behind the
shield or a citizen on the street, you
have to live with that decision.”

A video of the shooting released to
news media outlets shows the officer
firing several times at the man’s back
while he’s running away. It then shows
the man falling down, the officer slowly
walking toward him, and the officer

placing him in handcuffs. He then walks
away as he talks on his radio, and Scott
is not moving. The officer later is seen
dropping something by Scott’s side. 

Slager’s attorney dropped him as a
client Tuesday, a day after he had re-
leased a statement saying the officer
felt threatened and that Scott was try-
ing to grab the officer’s stun gun. 

“This is a terrible tragedy that has
impacted our community,” said the at-
torney, David Aylor.

North Charleston Police said Slager
was arrested by officers of the South
Carolina Law Enforcement Division. Jus-
tice Department spokeswoman Dena
Iverson said the Federal Bureau of In-
vestigation will also investigate the
shooting.

At the news conference, North
Charleston Police Chief Eddie Driggers
confirmed the suspect was shot as he
was running away from the officer.

“I have been around this police de-
partment a long time and all the officers
on this force, the men and women, are
like my children,” he told reporters, his
voice cracking with emotion. “So you
tell me how a father would react seeing
his child do something? I’ll let you an-
swer that yourself.”  

A woman who answered the phone
at Scott’s residence identified herself as
the victim’s niece but did not give her
name. “That’s great. That’s great,” she
said, when told about the murder
charge, then hung up.

North Charleston is South Carolina’s
third-largest city and for years battled
back from an economic slump caused

by the closing of the Charleston Naval
Base on the city’s waterfront in the mid-
1990s. 

But now the city has bounced back
in a big way, largely in part to the huge
investment by Boeing, which has a 787
aircraft manufacturing plant in the city
and employs about 7,500 people in
South Carolina, most of them in North
Charleston.

The shooting occurred as height-
ened scrutiny is being placed on police
officer shootings, particularly those
that involve white officers and unarmed
black suspects. A grand jury declined
to indict Ferguson, Missouri, officer
Darren Wilson in the fatal shooting of
Michael Brown last August, leading to
nationwide protests.

In a separate case in South Carolina,
a white police officer who shot a 68-
year-old black man to death last year in
his driveway was charged Tuesday with
a felony:  discharging a gun into an oc-
cupied vehicle. A prosecutor previously
tried to indict North Augusta officer
Justin Craven on a manslaughter charge
in the February 2014 death of Ernest
Satterwhite. But a grand jury instead
chose misconduct in office, which is a
far lesser charge.

Craven chased Satterwhite for 9
miles beyond city limits to the man’s
driveway in Edgefield County. After Sat-
terwhite parked, the officer repeatedly
fired through the driver-side door, pros-
ecutors said. The 25-year-old officer
faces up to 10 years in prison if
convicted of the gun charge.

Analysis: Iran Nuke
Deal Tough — But

Could Be Circumvented

Obama

MOSCOW (AP) — A
Russian nuclear submarine
that was under repair in a
far northern port caught
fire Tuesday, but officials
said there was no danger
of explosion or radiation
leak.

The fire broke out in
the Zvezdochka shipyard
in Severodvinsk, about
1,000 kilometers (620
miles) north of Moscow on
the White Sea. After strug-
gling for several hours to
extinguish the blaze, offi-
cials finally let water into
the dry dock to partly sub-
merge the burning ship.

The Orel submarine
that caught fire is capable
of carrying nuclear-tipped
cruise and anti-submarine
missiles, but officials said
that all of its weapons and
reactor fuel had been re-
moved before the repairs.

Ilya Zhitomirsky, a
spokesman for the United
Shipbuilding Corporation
which runs the shipyard,
told The Associated Press
that no one was injured in
the fire, which he said
started in the vessel’s in-
sulation.

The Investigative Com-
mittee, Russia’s top crimi-
nal investigation agency,
said it had launched a

probe into alleged safety
violations during repair
works that triggered the
blaze.

It said there was no
damage to the
environment.

The Orel submarine is
of the same type as the
Kursk, the nuclear subma-
rine that exploded and
sank during naval maneu-
vers in the Barents Sea in
August 2000, killing all 118
crew members aboard in
Russia’s worst naval
accident.

Other Russian nuclear
submarines have been
damaged by fires during
repair works, which were
blamed on negligence and
violation of safety rules.

In December 2011, a
massive fire broke out on
the Yekaterinburg subma-
rine in dry dock for re-
pairs, and it took fire
crews about 20 hours to
fully put out the blaze.
Seven crew members were
hospitalized after inhaling
poisonous fumes from the
fire.

And in September 2013,
15 servicemen were in-
jured in a fire that broke
out on the Tomsk subma-
rine under repairs on a
Pacific shipyard.

Russian Nuclear
Submarine Catches

Fire While Under Repair


