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Arias Gets
Life Term
In Prison

BY JACQUES BILLEAUD
AND JOSH HOFFNER
Associated Press

PHOENIX — The nearly
seven-year legal saga of
Jodi Arias ended Monday
as a judge sentenced her
to life in prison for killing
her ex-boyfriend, and the
victim’s sisters unleashed
their pain over the 2008
murder that captivated
social media with its sala-
cious details.

Three of Travis Alexan-
der’s sisters tearfully urged
Judge Sherry Stephens to
impose the harshest pen-
alty available against Arias.
They described Arias as
“unrepentant” and “evil”
and lashed out at her.

As Arias was leaving
the courtroom, Alexander’s
younger sister, Tanisha
Sorenson, said loudly,
“Burn in hell,” prompting
her sister to try to quiet
her down.

Samantha Alexander
cried as she recalled
walking into her brother’s
house after investigators
had finished collecting
evidence there. “He was
there for five days,” she
said. “Five days he is there
decomposing in the show-
er. 'm sure his soul was
screaming for someone to
find him.”

Alexander’s family and
friends hugged each other
with tears in their eyes
but smiles on their faces
after the judge imposed
the most severe of two
available sentences and
denied Arias a chance
to be eligible for release
after serving 25 years.
About a dozen jurors from
the two trials were in the
courtroom to witness the
sentencing.

Before the sentence
was handed down, Arias
gave a rambling statement
in which she stood by her
testimony and accused
police and prosecutors of
changing their story dur-
ing the investigation. She
said she was sorry for the
pain she caused Alexan-
der’s family and friends.

“I'm truly disgusted
and I'm repulsed with
myself,” Arias said, recall-
ing the moment she put
a knife to Alexander’s
throat.

She has acknowledged
killing Alexander but
claimed it was self-defense
after he attacked her.
Prosecutors said Arias
killed Alexander in a jeal-
ous rage after the victim
wanted to end their affair.

City

From Page 1

nexation. It’s all part of

setting up the foundation
of the Westbrook Estates
proposed development.”

Plans for the site in-
clude 140 apartment units,
28 single-family units, 28
twin-homes and 16 town-
homes.

The commission also
voted to initiate the rezon-
ing process for that parcel
of land.

“(This is) the city initi-
ating the process, rather
than having it owner-peti-
tioned,” Mingo said. “It’s
actually a down zoning to
single-family residential
and to multiple family resi-
dential in an area where
we have some commercial
and single-family residen-
tial also. The purpose for
the commission initiating
it rather than having it
owner petitioned is the
time savings when you're
working on a project that’s
in line with the goals set
forth in the comprehen-
sive plan.”

The next step for the
rezoning initiative is to go
before the Planning Com-
mission and come back
to the City Commission
for a hearing in about six
weeks’ time.

Mayor David Carda was
absent during Monday
night’s meeting, and David
Knoff was elected to serve
as mayor pro tem. Com-
missioner Chris Ferdig was
also absent.

In other business Mon-
day, the commission:

* Discussed a change
order for screens on the
Meridian Plaza. It was also
announced that the pro-
ject is one month behind
schedule.

* Approved a new truck
for the Wastewater Depart-
ment.

Follow @RobNielsen-
PandD on Twitter.
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Foran became a teacher, won a grant to study
Lincoln in Springfield, where her family has its
roots, and returned to Nashua, New Hampshire,
bent on passing on her enthusiasm.

When Foran heard that Springfield would
re-enact Lincoln’s funeral, she signed up along
with her mother, father, brother and son — who
will play the part of Lincoln’s eldest son. And she
recruited 10 Fairgrounds Middle School students,
who started their own Lincoln Association,
meeting after school to research the period so
they could make an exact replica of Robert Todd
Lincoln’s frock coat.

“To me,” Foran says, “it’s about connection and
it’s about trying to understand people.”

The Rev. Duncan Newcomer was so drawn to
Lincoln that he wrote his divinity school thesis on
the Illinoisan. At 23, he spent $500 to commission
a painting of Lincoln that still hangs next to his
desk.

Leading congregations in Kentucky and Con-
necticut, Newcomer sermonized about Lincoln.
Later, as a psychotherapist, Newcomer says he
found Lincoln a prism for understanding people’s
struggles.

Today, 71 and living in Belfast, Maine, Newcom-
er says Lincoln remains present as a template for
Americans still struggling with race relations and
societal conflict.

“I'do feel like he’s been some kind of soul mate
for me,” Newcomer says.

“There were no social lines, no
boundaries between condition
separating those who, in solemn
pageant, moved past the cof-
fin that held the mortal parts of
Abraham Lincoln. The banker and
merchant walked side by side
with the laborer, the lad of fashion
and estate with the lowly kitchen
maid ...” — Cleveland, April 29,
1865, Cleveland Leader

People have been carving and casting tributes
to Lincoln ever since his death. But inside a me-
chanical workshop in the Chicago suburb of Elgin,
Dave Kloke has found a decidedly different way to
honor him.

Kloke, owner of a home construction business,
became an admirer 20 years ago after watching
a documentary about Lincoln’s push to build the
transcontinental railroad, even as the Civil War
raged.

The initiative and the machinery intrigued him.
So Kloke put his skills to use and built a working
replica of a 1860s steam engine, completed about
nine years ago. Looking for a follow-up, he took
a friend’s suggestion and began researching the
custom-made train car that carried Lincoln’s cof-
fin. The original car was destroyed in a 1911 fire.

Over the past five years, Kloke has built a copy
of the dark maroon car, with gold leaf and brass
fittings. He had hoped to hook it to the locomotive
and re-travel the funeral train’s exact route, but
couldn’t find financial sponsors. In recent weeks,

though, he and other volunteers have scrambled
to finish painting and upholstering, to get the car
to Springfield by early May, before going on tour.
Of Lincoln, Kloke says, “I just think he lived like
[ try to live my life, just trying to be an honest per-
son and going forward and doing the right thing.”

“Along the road the people ap-
peared to the number of thou-
sands, carrying torches and
kindling bonfires to enable them
clearly to see the funeral car, or
as if to light it on its way.” — April
30, 1865, between Columbus,
Ohio and Indianapolis, New York
Herald

The night before Lincoln delivered the Get-
tysburg address, a crowd gathered under his
hotel window to sing a welcome. After 150 years,
though, their song — “We Are Coming Father
Abraham” — had largely faded from memory.

Then Don Johnson, a former firefighter who
now makes a living playing and teaching classical
trumpet, got a call. Johnson, who lives near Leba-
non, Kentucky, had played in Civil War bands but
knew relatively little about the president, when he
heard producers were searching for musicians to
recreate period military tunes for the 2012 film,
“Lincoln.”

Johnson recruited the band for the film, then
kept it together as “President Lincoln’s Own.” And
watching modern audiences react to the tunes and
the stories of turmoil behind them, he began to
appreciate Lincoln in ways he hadn’t considered.

One audience, clapping to an upbeat number,
turned silent and a man wept when the band
sounded the mournful “Home Sweet Home,” which
was played in unison by Union and Confederate
troops encamped along the Rappahannock River.
Another piece, from a favorite Lincoln opera about
war and sacrifice, made Johnson consider that the
president knew many he sent to battle would not
return.

Those tunes will live again when Johnson’s
band marches in the re-enactment of Lincoln’s
funeral.

“All you need to do is just look at his face and
you can see the kindness in him...,” Johnson says.
“I think we connect every time we have a concert.”

“But Illinois when she saw her
Lincoln made President, and now,
when she receives his cold ashes,
contrasts (as) widely as heaven
and hell. And yet she finds some
balm for her grief in pride that
he in whom they first saw virtue
and greatness is now reckoned by
the whole nation as greatest and
most worthy.” — Chicago, May 1,
1865, New York Tribune

The first school bus arrives curbside just after
9, and soon the rotunda of the Abraham Lincoln
Presidential Museum in Springfield echoes with
fifth graders.
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“This is Lincoln’s story,” volunteer Stephen
Sauer, a retired history teacher, tells students
gathered on a bench. Over his shoulder, a young
Abe sits on a stump outside a reimagining of
his family’s Indiana log cabin. Across the way,
the facade of the White House beckons. “As you
wander through his journey, you'll see him grow
and change.”

Students from nearby Pleasant Plains Elemen-
tary pause before Civil War photos, including one
of a 10-year-old soldier. “Holy smoke!” one boy
says. A doorway leads to a darkened chamber,
where the sounds of “Swing Low, Sweet Chariot”
play over a replica of Lincoln’s coffin.

“It’s hard to imagine that it actually happened,”
says fifth grader Nevaeh Ezzo, who is black.

“The world would be very different, there
would still be slavery, if it weren’t for Lincoln,” a
white classmate, Dylan Schaller, says.

“I think it’s his relatability that makes him a
perennially fascinating individual,” says Daniel
Stowell, director of the Papers of Abraham Lin-
coln, at the neighboring presidential library.

Like Lincoln, we're still wrestling with ques-
tions and conflicts surrounding race, the balance
between state’s rights and federal power, and the
frustrations of self-government, he says. Lincoln’s
place in those debates continues to draw people
looking for answers.

Robert Davis’ journey began as a boy in De-
troit, hearing elders talk of his great grandparents’
life after slavery and the family’s migration — ac-
counts always dated relative to Union Gen. William
Tecumseh Sherman’s march through the South.

Davis, now 72 and retired to Springfield after a
career in business, became a student of Lincoln.
In his spare time, he dons a Union uniform to join
Civil War re-enactments, playing a runaway slave
who joined the United States Colored Troops. To
commemorate the assassination, he is directing
Springfield teens in a play about the abolition of
slavery, with the role of Lincoln to be played by a
black woman.

“I think Lincoln was one of those men who
could see through the fog of time, the fog of histo-
ry, and he had a vision of a road for this country,”
Davis says. “We're not there yet. Ferguson showed
us that. We're not there yet, but we're still on that
road.”

Any student of history knows how Lincoln’s
journey ended. But on an overcast afternoon, visi-
tors circle into Oak Ridge Cemetery, still trying to
get close to him.

“There’s this kind of quietness that we feel,”
says Kristin Petersen, 27, of Clarksville, Arkansas,
pausing with her fiance for a moment of remem-
brance on the grass before the tomb. “It didn’t
feel sad, it felt peaceful. It was more like being
grateful.”

A few minutes later, 10-year-old Ryan Harvey
and his parents, Phil and Jennifer, visiting for
the day from Gurnee, lllinois, come to pay their
respects.

Ryan lays a penny atop the stone marking
where Lincoln was first buried. He rubs the nose
on a bronze sculpture of the president’s head,
burnished smooth and gold by visitors hoping Abe
brings them luck.

“I can feel that he’s still here, somehow,” Ryan
says.

Adam Geller can be reached at features@ap.org.
Follow him on Twitter at https.//twitter.com/AdGel-
ler

Overnight Trip To Royal River Casino
at Flandreau, SD

Next Trip

$50

April 27th & 28th

(per person/dbl. occ.) SGO (per person/single)
Includes: FREE Evening Buffet,

FREE Breakfast Buffet PLUS $25 FREE PLAY!

Don’t Miss Our
All-You-Can-Eat

Broasted Chicken
& Pollock Buffet 30+ Towns
With Salad B
. = LS 200+ Vendors
very Offering NEW & USED T
Wednesday LARGE & SMALL Bill Sohl

5 to 9pm
Joe’s
Substation

Rural Lesterville
605-364-7414

VFW

Post 791 209 Cedar

Guidebooks

OPEN TO THE PUBLIC
Sunday Only

5-7pm Cooks Choice

Thursday
5-7pm — Domestic
Beers $1.50
5-7pm — Hamburger/
Pizza Burger & Fries
$5.00

BBQ
Ribs
Serving 5:30-8:00

Saturday
Entertainment
No Band
Regular Menu 5:30-8:00

Bingo Wed. at 7:00p.m.
Sunday at 6:30p.m.

Happy Hour M-F E

P
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Dbl Occ

4:30-6:00
Chislic Served Last
\Wednesday of Month)

APRIL 24, 25, 26,

250+ Miles

Something for Everyone!

available Locally!
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This Featured Dmk is made perfectly with

Milagro tequila and unforgetable hints of

pineapple, jalapeno & cilatro. Served on the
rocks with a salted rim.

UPSTAIRS T 222 W. 3RD ST YANKTOM, SD
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MOOSTASH JOE TOURS

4 DAYS e JUNE 9-12, 2015

i oniy 629

TOUR INCLUDES: » Deluxe Motor Coach Transportation ® 3 Nights 6 Meals 7 Shows
and Attractions eTommy Bartlett Famous Water Show sWisconsin Music Show and
Supper #Wisconsin Ducks Ride ¢ Upper Dells Boat Tour Past River Scenery-Sandstonesy @

Senior Discount Coupon (55 & Over) Single Occ only $629

I with $50 Coupon must be redeemed by $
May 10,2015
discount Now Only 579
ONE $50 COUPON CAN BE USED FOR UPTO 4 PEOPLE _
For more info. write to: MOOSTASH JOE TOURS,
PO Box 969, Fremont, NE 68026-0969 or call 402-721-7944 -.
; 1-800-806-7944 OR www.mjtours.com =
e e e e e e

For Reservations Call H e n I‘I e I'I TO u rS

1-507-401-3465, 1-507-530-0587 or 1-402-394-1547
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www.bargainbuyway.com

45 Years Experience
20 Years in Yankton

classes You've Beep Waj, it
g 1

Classes
Begin
Tuesday, April 21

For information & registration
contact Bill Sohl, 661-7077
williamwsohl@hotmail.com

All proceeds go to Yankton’s
SAR K-9 Response Team

or call 402.893.2880
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— Available Sunday - Thursday —

D SPRING &=

PRIX FIXE

@

I & SAT GPM-IAN Minervas House Salad > > Tomato Bisque
\ STARTERS ( Soup de Jour > > Bruschetta
@ick One { Spinach & Artichoke Dip
Glass of House Wine

=
=

ENTREES @ick One @
Grilled Salmon & Risotto
Chicken Oscar

THREE COURSES L
Top Sirloin

'

from OMAHA, LINCOLN, NORFOLK, Hg
FREMONT, WALNUT & DES MOINES, IA

Single Occupancy $719 =}

*Pronounced “PREE FIX”

Definition: a complete meal, of
several courses, at a fixed price

Montreal Pork Chop
Caprese Shrimp Capellini

Cliffs and Rich Forest Circus World ¢Optional 2 Hours at the Exciting Diamond Jo l Minervas Tiramisu
Casmo The House on the Rock (Wisconsin's No. 1 Attractlon) . Professmnal Iy & Escorted DESSERT Homemade Cheesecake
WISCONSIN DELLS VACATION JUNE 9-12, 2015| ®@ick One _S Tin Roof Sundae

Smaller portions of something sweet!
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D for a limited time only G39

1607 E Hwy 50 - Yankton
605.664.2244 - www.minervas.net




