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Victim Testifies In 1st Jamaican Lottery Scam Case

Benefit
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“There is a guy that will be
donating his Harley motorcy-
cle,” Noecker said. “Whatever
we make over the $3,000 goes
to Ethan. The bike lists at
$4,800.”

Other items on the auction
include a weeks vacation stay
at a five star resort of the
winning bidder’s choice from
10 different destinations for
a family, a sprinkler system,

a fireworks display package,
a Christmas at the Cathedral
package, a Lewis and Clark
Camping package, a Ultimate
Tailgating Husker Party pack-
age along with 300 other
items.

Team Ethan T-shirts will
also be available at the event.

For the first year of Ethan’s
life, he was like every other
baby. It wasn’t until last fall
that Lenhoff and his wife
Amanda noticed some trou-
bling changes.

“My wife was feeding Ethan
and she went outside for a
minute, but I was in there
with him,” he said. “When she
came back, it looked like he
was choking on some kind of
food. His lips were blue.”

Lenhoff said he took Ethan
out of the high chair and did
the reverse Heimlich.

“A little piece of food
came out,” Lenhoff said. “It
seemed like he was OK after
that. We really watched him
after because we were really
concerned.”

“But after the incident,
Ethan was normal,” Lenhoff
said. “He was laughing and
running around. I just thought,
‘Kids choke on stuff. It’s nor-
mal.’ So we didn’t do much.”

But as a precaution, Aman-
da set up an appointment for
Ethan for that next week.

Just hours before the
appointment, she noticed
Ethan’s lips were blue again.

“This time he wasn'’t eating
at all,” Lenhoff said. “We knew
something was up.”

At the appointment,
Ethan’s primary care physi-
cian recommended that the
couple admit Ethan at the
Sanford Children’s Hospital.

“They scheduled every
test you could think of,” he
said. “They were supposed to
do a spinal tap after the MRI,
but when they told us that the
spinal tap was canceled, we
knew something was up.”

The Lenhoff family were
given the news that there
baby had a brain cancer
known as grade Il pilomyxoid
astrocytoma.

“We called our parents
right away,” Lenhoff said.
“That was the hardest thing.”

Ethan was then flown to
the University of Minnesota
Children’s Hospital in Minne-
apolis to meet with a pediatric
neurosurgeon who removed
Ethan’s tumor just days after
finding out.

“Everything has hap-
pened so fast and we are so
overwhelmed and scared,
but we are hanging in there
and trusting the doctors to
do what’s best for Ethan,”
Amanda posted on Ethan’s
Caring Bridge website.

Since the diagnosis, Ethan
has had three major brain
surgeries on his brain along
with two minor procedures
to drain fluid around the one-
year olds brain.

“No human being, let alone
child, should ever have to go
through this,” Lenhoff said
on Ethan’s Go Fund Me page.
“Ethan has shown us he can
handle what has been thrown
at him and even surprised us
by his resiliency.”

Ethan started his first
round of chemotherapy in
February.

“He has his good days and
his bad days with it,” Lenhoff
said. “The chemo that he is
on really affects his immune
system. They have had to skip
one dose because his platelets
were low. For a normal per-
son, your counts are usually
1800; he was at 300.”

On April 21, the family
finally got some good news:
The tumor was stable.

“We are so happy and
praising God,” Amanda wrote
on Ethan’s Caring Bridge page.
“Even though Ethan hasn't
even had the full dose of
chemo due to his low counts,
it’s apparently working.”

Lenhoff said that any little
bit that people can contribute
helps.

“What'’s down the road is
really concerning,” he said.
“There is some stuff that’s not
covered by insurance. But with
meals, hotels, travel, medical
bills — it all adds up.”

But above all, the Lenhoff
family ask for prayers.

“Obviously it’s working,”
Noecker said. “He is doing very
good for all he’s been through.
[ really believe that is what is
going to get him through all
this.”

For more information on
Ethan or to donate to the
Lenhoff family go to the Ethan
Lenhoff Caring Bridge page,
or go to www.gofundme.com/
ethanlenhoff.

Follow @hartjordynne on
Tuwitter.

BISMARCK, N.D. (AP) — An
elderly widow from North Dakota who
authorities say was among dozens of
victims of a Jamaican lottery scam
told jurors in federal court she lost
about $300,000 and borrowed against
her insurance policy with the hopes
of collecting $19 million to help her
family.

Edna Schmeets, 86, testified Mon-
day in the trial of Sanjay Williams, one
of 32 defendants charged in a global
case that authorities say involves at
least 72 victims, most of them elderly.
Several people have pleaded guilty
and 14 defendants are awaiting extra-
dition from Jamaica. Williams, who
has pleaded not guilty to conspiracy,

wire fraud and money laundering, is
the first person to go to trial.

Williams, who is from Jamaica
but was arrested when he flew into
Charlotte, North Carolina, came into
court wearing orange prison clothes
and carrying two garbage bags that
appeared to contain documents and
books. After trial recessed for the day,
he asked U.S. District Judge Daniel
Hovland if he could have a laptop at
his desk Tuesday to review DVDs.
Hovland agreed.

Schmeets, of Harvey, calmly
recounted a series of phone calls
from scammers who wanted “another
check and another check and another
check” from her in order to cover

taxes and fees for the purported prize.
She said she eventually became suspi-
cious of the lottery, but by that time
had emptied her savings account.

“I was feeling pretty bad because
they said, ‘Absolutely don't tell
anybody about this,” until I got the $19
million,” she said.

One of the banks in Harvey con-
tacted Schmeets’ children about big
checks she was writing to Shannon
O’Connor in Florida, and eventually
the case reached the FBI after the fam-
ily filed a complaint. FBI Agent Frank
Gasper testified Monday he travelled
to Florida to interview and arrest
O’Connor, and that opened the door
to the wide-ranging case.
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Prosecutor Nick Chase said in his
opening statement that Williams sold
lists of potential victims to scammers,
known as “lead lists” or “sucker lists.”
Some of them were on Williams’ web-
site gamblersleads.com, Chase said.

Schmeets, whose husband died
in 2010, said she was first contacted
in the fall of 2011 by someone who
identified himself as Newton Ben-
nett. Authorities say she was the first
victim in the scam.

“Edna Schmeets was very excited.
She thought it was a great opportunity
to help her children and grandchil-
dren,” Chase said. “But there was no
prize.”

Drought
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significant deficits at the 30-, 60- and
90-day time periods, according to the
U.S. Drought Monitor.

The short-term conditions don’t
look promising when it comes to pre-
cipitation, Todey said.

“The drought conditions will likely
worsen over the plains before (they
begin) evening out or improving,” he
said. “Then, it will begin improving in
the central plains.”

The chance of an El Nino weather
pattern affecting the plains is approxi-
mately 60 to 70 percent through 2015,
Todey said. Any impact likely wouldn’t
be felt until this summer, he added.

The Yankton region already shows
a significant moisture shortage, Todey
said.

“Through today, you (in Yankton)
have received 2.59 inches (for the
year), and the average is 5.45 inches
since January 1,” he said. “That puts
you at the 13th driest start to a year.”

In addition, the U.S. Drought Moni-
tor’s precipitation ranking map shows
the first three months of this year
was the driest January-March period
since record-keeping started for South
Dakota.

All of South Dakota, except for the
extreme southwest corner of the state,
is classified as abnormally dry or in
drought.

Abnormally dry conditions were
posted in Yankton, Clay, Union and
southern Turner and Lincoln coun-
ties. Moderate drought conditions
were posted for Charles Mix, Doug-
las, Hutchinson and Bon Homme
counties and northern Turner and

Lincoln counties.

In northeast Nebraska, the entire
region is classified as abnormally dry.
The exception lies in extreme north-
west Knox County, which is listed as
moderate drought.

How much - and what type of pre-
cipitation - would it take to overcome
the moisture deficit?

“About 3 inches brings you back
to around average, but what does that
mean?” Todey asked. “A 3-inch rainfall
would likely run off and not be as effec-
tive helping refill soil moisture. That’s
one of our biggest issues down there
(in the Yankton region) - soil moisture
deficits carried over from last fall.”

“The other thing to remember is
that average (precipitation) right now
is about 0.75 inches per week,” he said,
reflecting it would take a month of nor-
mal moisture to accumulate 3 inches.

ON FIRE1

Even with recent moisture, a num-
ber of counties enacted and continue
to enforce burn bans. Red flag warn-
ings, posted during high to extreme fire
danger, have become regular fixtures
throughout the region because of high
temperatures, dry conditions and high
winds.

Todey said he has heard of two
burn bans being removed from East
River, with at least one added in West
River.

“Green-up is helping that issue and
reducing the fire danger some,” he
said. “But until we get wetter, people
should still be careful with fire and
when planting to make sure no stray
sparks or heat from tractors start up
dry residue. Statewide, if conditions
on rangeland don’t improve, we could
have ongoing issues.”

Fires are not uncommon in spring,
Todey said. However, this year’s condi-
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tions are intensified because of dry
surfaces, good growth for many years,
lack of snow to knock down vegeta-
tion, numerous red flag warnings and
rapidly spreading/burning areas.

When South Dakota’s conditions hit
D2 (severe drought), the state drought
task force is required to meet, Todey
said. The task force would implement a
state drought plan.

According to the task force website,
the drought currently affects 594,000
South Dakotans, or about 75 percent of
the state’s population.

According to the High Plains
Regional Climate Center, the Yankton
region saw last month’s precipitation
range from 0.9-1.2 inches in portions of
Yankton, Turner, Clay, Douglas, Charles
Mix and Douglas counties in southeast
South Dakota and Knox and Cedar
counties in northeast Nebraska.

On the other end of the spectrum,
a total of 1.8-2.1 inches of rain fell in
northwest Bon Homme County and
southwest Hutchinson County.

The rest of the region fell in the
middle of those two ranges.

The whole state of South Dakota
has seen less than 75 to 80 percent of
normal precipitation.

OTHER IMPACTS

The drought conditions have raised
questions about spring field work,
Todey said. The region is nearing a
critical point in the season, he added.

“As for planting, it’s initially not
horrible because soil temperatures
are good and people can get in to the
fields,” he said. “But we're reaching a
point where we need some moisture
to make sure seeds start to grow, and
then longer-term moisture (is needed)
to overcome the soil moisture deficits.”

Hail has already become an issue
this season, with hail hitting areas last

Friday around Mitchell.

“Hail is always a concern once we
reach the spring anytime you have
thunderstorms,” Todey said. “That’s
just par for the course.”

In addition, dry conditions are ex-
erting an impact on the Missouri River
and its tributaries, Todey said.

“The end of the season snow ac-
cumulation in the plains and moun-
tains really fell off,” he said. “Inflow to
the Missouri has dropped because of
the overall lack of precipitation in the
Northern Plains.”

The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
(USACE) will present new information
next week during its monthly confer-
ence call, Todey said.

“The main issue is the (Missouri)
river is seeing the same impacts as
everyone else with the lack of precipi-
tation,” he said. “The river just has a
little bit larger buffer, unlike the James
and smaller streams which have really
shown the lack of precipitation.”

The Corps decreased its annual
runoff forecast for the Missouri River
basin above Sioux City. The forecast
was adjusted to 20.3 million acre feet
(MAF), which is 80 percent of normal
and 4.9 MAF less than average.

The decreased forecast is due to
below-normal mountain snowpack and
the lack of plains snow in the basin.

“While below normal runoff is
expected, the reservoirs are well
positioned to meet all the authorized
purposes this year,” said Jody Farhat,
chief of the Missouri River Basin water
management division.

“The Missouri River mainstem
reservoir system is designed and
operated to provide the Corps with the
necessary flexibility to adjust for vary-
ing conditions.”

Follow @RDockendorf on Twitter.

Your Weekend Wardrobe

e

3 miles south of Hartington, NE
on Hwy. 57 - 402-254- 6379

Ready to play

in the dirt?
Stop in for a big
selection of bedding
| plants, hanging
baskets, seeds and
gardening supplies.

Stop In To See Our New Bar'
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OPEN TO THE PUBLIC
Sunday Only

5-7pm Cooks Choice

Thursday
5-7pm — Domestic
Beers $1.50
5-7pm — Hamburger/
Pizza Burger & Fries
$5.00

Friday
Loyalty Day
Program Potluck
Kitchen Closed
Everyone Welcome!

Saturday
Entertainment

No Band
Regular Menu 5:30-8:00

Bingo Wed. at 7:00p.m.

Sunday at 6:30p.m.
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4:30-6:00
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homeade tobacco syrup, homeade cinnamon
and clove syrup and infused to perfection with
pipe tobacco.
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MEXICAN RESTAURANT

2502 Fox Run Pkwy, Yankton, Just N. of Wendy'’s
260-1701 - www.eltapatio-sd.com
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Tucker’s Tavern is
Celebrating Its 2-Year
( :
@ Anniversary in May!

¢ To Honor this Occas:on We Will Offer a

- Monday thru Friday - Open for Lunch at 11A

- Tuesday - Live Music Plus 2-For-1 on Pizza

- Wednesday - Senior Discount

- Thursday - Beginning in June,
Live Radio Broadcasts...Come and Participate!

- Friday - Live Music...Rock with Mike & Jay

- Saturday & Sunday - Brunch is served from
11am-3pm every week

- Saturday - Steak Night & Live Music Occasionally

As weather permits, the patio will be open all summer.
Check us out and enjoy! We're also available for private
parties Sunday and Monday nights.

2901 N. Broadway, Yankton
605-260-0870
(Next to Sears - formerly
known as the Old Lighthouse)

BRUNCH

MAY 106h 10AM-2PM

Enjoy breakfast and dinner selections,
Minervas signature salads, and chef-inspired
entrées including Chef Carved Roast Beef,
Braised Balsamic Chicken, Honey Pepper Salmon,
Vodka Primavera Arrabiata, and more.

Buffet served with delicious side
accompaniments and an assortment of desserts.

Reservations recommended
for parties of 5 or more.

Call 605.664.2244
to reserve your table.

~Wisevias

1607 E Hwy 50 * Yankton * www.minervas.net




