
BY AMANDA LEE MYERS AND 
DAVID DISHNEAU
Associated Press

BALTIMORE — A line of 
police behind riot shields 
hurled smoke canisters and 
fired pepper balls at as many 
as 200 protesters Tuesday 
night to enforce a citywide 
curfew, imposed after the 
worst outbreak of rioting in 
Baltimore since 1968.

Demonstrators threw 
bottles at police, and picked 
up the smoke canisters and 
hurled them back at officers. 
No immediate arrests or seri-
ous injuries were reported, 
and the crowd rapidly 
dispersed. It was down to just 
a few dozen people within 
minutes.

The clash came after a day 
of high tension but relative 
peace in Baltimore, as thou-
sands of police officers and 
National Guardsmen poured 
in to prevent another round 
of rioting like the one that 
rocked the city on Monday.

It was the first time since 
the assassination of the Rev. 
Martin Luther King Jr. in 1968 
that the National Guard was 
called out in Baltimore to 
prevent civil unrest.

The racially charged vio-
lence on Monday was set off 
by the case of Freddie Gray, 
a 25-year-old black man who 
died of a spinal-cord injury un-
der mysterious circumstances 
while in police custody.

Maryland Gov. Larry Hogan 
said 2,000 Guardsmen and 
1,000 law officers would be in 
place overnight.

“This combined force will 
not tolerate violence or loot-
ing,” he warned.

In a measure of how tense 
things were on Tuesday, Balti-
more was under a citywide 10 
p.m.-to-5 a.m. emergency cur-

few. All public schools were 
closed. And the Baltimore 
Orioles canceled Tuesday 
night’s game at Camden Yards 
and — in what may be a first 
in baseball’s 145-year history 
— announced that Wednes-
day’s game will be closed to 
the public.

The streets were largely 
calm all day and into the even-
ing, with only a few scattered 
arrests. 

About 15 minutes after the 
10 p.m. curfew took effect, po-
lice moved against protesters 
who remained in the street in 
the city’s Penn North section, 
near where a CVS pharmacy 
was looted. 

Standing shoulder to shoul-
der, police in riot helmets 
began advancing toward the 
demonstrators in an effort 
to push them back. Some 
protesters lay in the street or 

hurled bottles toward the po-
lice. Then police used pepper 
balls and smoke.

Around the same time and 
in a different neighborhood, 
police tweeted that they 
were making arrests in South 
Baltimore after people started 
attacking officers with rocks 
and bricks. At least one officer 
was reported injured.

Monday’s outbreak of loot-
ing, arson and rock- and bot-
tle-throwing by mostly black 
rioters erupted just hours 
after Gray’s funeral. It was the 
worst such violence in the U.S. 
since the unrest last year over 
the death of Michael Brown, 
the unarmed black 18-year-old 
shot by a white police officer 
in Ferguson, Missouri.

Political leaders and 
residents called the violence 
a tragedy for the city and 
lamented the damage done 

by the rioters to their own 
neighborhoods.

“I had officers come up to 
me and say, ‘I was born and 
raised in this city. This makes 
me cry,”’ Baltimore Police 
Commissioner Anthony Batts 
said.

Haywood McMorris, man-
ager of the wrecked CVS store, 
said the destruction didn’t 
make sense: “We work here, 
man. This is where we stand, 
and this is where people actu-
ally make a living.”

But the rioting also 
brought out a sense of civic 
pride and responsibility in 
many Baltimore residents, 
with hundreds of volunteers 
turning out to sweep the 
streets of glass and other 
debris with brooms and trash 
bags donated by hardware 
stores.
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Shooting Survivors Tell Gruesome Details  
CENTENNIAL, Colo. (AP) — Katie Medley, nine months 

pregnant and crouching between the seats of a movie 
theater filling with tear gas, gunfire and screams, looked at 
her husband Caleb’s bloody face and told a friend, “He’s 
dead, he’s dead.”

Prodeo Et Patria was 14 that night, and sitting with his 
parents somewhere in the middle of the 421 people watching 
a midnight Batman premiere. He thought the gunfire was a 
joke until his father ordered him to the floor, where someone 
kicked off his glasses in the chaos.

His father told him to run and refused to leave his moth-
er, whose arm and foot were shattered by bullets. Hoist-
ing his wife onto his back, they made for an exit together. 
“That’s when I first felt a gunshot hit me,” Patria said.

They were the among the first of many prosecution wit-
nesses in the death penalty trial of James Holmes, and their 
gripping testimony made clear the state’s determination to 
make sure jurors know the carnage Holmes caused inside 
the suburban Denver theater on July 20, 2012.

Judge Carlos A. Samour Jr. warned jurors as the trial 
opened not to let sympathy and emotion influence their 
judgment. The defense team has conceded that Holmes was 
the killer, hoping to focus not on the crime itself or its linger-
ing damage, but on what it sees as the only question jurors 
must resolve: whether Holmes was legally insane at the time.

 

Females Rescued From Boko Haram 
MAIDUGURI, Nigeria (AP) — Nigerian troops rescued near-

ly 300 girls and women during an offensive Tuesday against 
Boko Haram militants in the northeastern Sambisa Forest, the 
military said, but they did not include any of the schoolgirls 
kidnapped from Chibok a year ago.

The army announced the rescue on Twitter and said it was 
screening and interviewing the abducted girls and women.

Troops destroyed and cleared four militant camps and 
rescued 200 abducted girls and 93 women “but they are not 
the Chibok girls,” army spokesman Col. Sani Usman told The 
Associated Press.

Nearly 300 schoolgirls were kidnapped from the north-
eastern town of Chibok by the Islamic extremist group Boko 
Haram in April 2014. The militants took the schoolgirls in 
trucks into the Sambisa Forest. Dozens escaped, but 219 
remain missing.

The plight of the schoolgirls, who have become known 
as “the Chibok girls,” aroused international outrage and a 
campaign for their release under the hashtag (hash)Bring-
BackOurGirls.

 

Obama Comments Over Black Deaths 
WASHINGTON (AP) — Urging Americans to “do some 

soul-searching,” President Barack Obama expressed deep 
frustration Tuesday over recurring black deaths at the hands 
of police, rioters responding with senseless violence and a 
society that will only “feign concern” without addressing the 
root causes.

“This is not new. It’s been going on for decades,” Obama 
said from the White House a day after rioting erupted 40 miles 
north in Baltimore following the funeral for Freddie Gray, who 
died of a spinal cord injury after being arrested.

Gray is the latest black man to die at the hands of police, 
prompting protests and calls for criminal justice reform. 
Some have criticized America’s first black president for not 
speaking out forcefully enough as he tries to avoid criticism of 
law enforcement, and he responded by calling the deaths “a 
slow-rolling crisis.”

“We have seen too many instances of what appears to be 
police officers interacting with individuals, primarily African-
American, often poor, in ways that raise troubling questions. 
It comes up, it seems like, once a week now,” Obama said. 
He said although such cases aren’t unprecedented, there’s 
new awareness as a result of cameras and social media. “We 
shouldn’t pretend that it’s new.”

Still, Obama showed no sympathy for rioters, saying those 
who stole from businesses and burned buildings and cars 
should be treated as criminals. Obama said they distracted 
from days of peaceful protests focused on legitimate concerns 
“over the possibility that our laws were not applied evenly in 
the case of Mr. Gray and that accountability needs to exist.”

Kennedy Pivotal In Gay Marriage Debate
WASHINGTON (AP) — Pivotal Justice Anthony Kennedy, 

whose vote could decide the same-sex marriage issue for the 
nation, did not tip his hand Tuesday in historic arguments at 
the Supreme Court. But Kennedy’s record on the issue could 
give encouragement to gay and lesbian couples.

As advocates and protesters demonstrated outside, the 
author of the court’s three prior gay rights rulings talked 
about the touchstones of dignity and concern for children 
in same-sex households that drove his favorable earlier 
opinions.

But he also worried about changing the definition of mar-
riage from the union of a man and a woman, a meaning that 
he said has existed for “millennia-plus time.”

“It’s very difficult for the court to say ‘We know better”’ 
after barely a decade of experience with same-sex marriage 
in the United States, Kennedy told Mary Bonauto, a lawyer 
representing same-sex couples.

The 78-year-old justice’s likely role as a key, perhaps 
decisive vote was reinforced during arguments that lasted 
2 1/2 hours in a rapt courtroom and appeared to divide the 
court’s liberal and conservative justices over whether the 
Constitution gives same-sex couples the right to marry. 
Those couples can do so now in 36 states and the District of 
Columbia, and the court is weighing whether gay and lesbian 
unions should be allowed in all 50 states.

BY KATY DAIGLE
Associated Press

PASLANG, Nepal — There 
is almost nothing left of this 
village but enormous piles of 
broken red bricks and heaps 
of mud and dust.

One of those piles was 
once Bhoj Kumar Thapa’s 
home, where his pregnant 
wife pushed their 5-year-old 
daughter to safety in a last, 
desperate act before it col-
lapsed and killed her during 
Saturday’s earthquake.

On Tuesday, Thapa and 
others in Paslang were still 
waiting for the government 
to deliver food, tents — any 
kind of aid — to this poor 
mountain village near the 
epicenter of the quake that 
killed more than 4,700 people, 
injured over 8,000 and left 
tens of thousands homeless.

“When I got home, there 
was nothing,” said Thapa, an 
army soldier. “Everything was 
broken. My wife — she was 
dead.”

He was put on leave from 
his army unit to mourn, one 
of the few Nepalese soldiers 
not deployed in the country’s 
massive rescue and recovery 
operation. But instead of sad-
ness, there is anger.

“Only the other villag-
ers who have also lost their 
homes are helping me. But we 
get nothing from the govern-
ment,” Thapa said.

An official came, took 

some pictures and left — 
without delivering anything 
to the village of about 300 
people north of the capital of 
Kathmandu, he said.

“I get angry, but what can I 
do? I am also working for the 
government,” Thapa said. “I 
went to ask the police if they 
could at least send some men 
to help us salvage our things, 
but they said they have no 
one to send.”

Paslang is only 3 kilom-
eters (1.8 miles) up the moun-
tain from the town of Gorkha, 
the district headquarters 
and staging area for rescue 
and aid operations. But the 
villagers, who have no idea 
when they might get help, are 
still sleeping together in the 
mud and sharing whatever 

scraps of food they can pull 
from beneath their ruined 
buildings. Three people in the 
hamlet have died.

Officials and foreign aid 
workers who have rushed to 
Nepal following the magni-
tude 7.8 earthquake are strug-
gling against stormy weather, 
poor roads and a shortage 
of manpower and funds to 
get assistance to the needy. 
On Tuesday, the district 
managed to coordinate 26 
helicopter trips to remote vil-
lages to evacuate 30 injured 
people before a major down-
pour halted the effort.

“We need 15,000 plastic 
tarps alone. We cannot buy 
that number,” said Mohan 
Pokhran, a district disaster 
management committee 

member. Only 50 volunteer 
army and police officers are 
distributing food and aid for 
thousands in the immediate 
vicinity, he said.

“We don’t have nearly 
enough of anything,” Pokhran 
said.

On Tuesday came more 
tragedy: A mudslide and 
avalanche struck near the vil-
lage of Ghodatabela and 250 
people were feared missing, 
district official Gautam Rimal 
said. Heavy snow had been 
falling, and the ground may 
have been loosened by the 
quake.

But there also was also 
some heartening news: 
French rescuers freed a man 
from the ruins of a three-
story Kathmandu hotel, 
near the main bus station. 
The man, identified as Rishi 
Khanal, was conscious and 
taken to a hospital; no other 
information about him was 
released.

Across central Nepal, 
including the capital of Kath-
mandu, hundreds of thou-
sands of people remained 
living in the open without 
clean water or sanitation 
more than three days after 
the quake. It rained heavily 
in the city Tuesday, forcing 
people to find shelter wher-
ever they could.
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AMY DAVIS/BALTIMORE SUN/TNS 
The 175th Infantry of the Maryland National Guard is stationed along Pratt Street at the 
Inner Harbor Tuesday in Baltimore.  

SUNIL PRADHAN/NURPHOTO/ZUMA PRESS/TNS 
Nepalese rescue personnel search for the bodies of earth-
quake victims in Kathmandu, Nepal, Tuesday.


