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from local people but from sur-
rounding communities,” he said.
“I copied the sheets from the
DOT meeting, so people could
write their comments and sign it
as a petition for a turning lane.”

The Transportation
Commission will finalize the five-
year plan during this month’s
meeting in Pierre. Gill hopes to
make a final push before the
meeting.

“l already mailed one batch of
petitions. They had to be in the
DOT office by (Thursday),” he
said this week. “We have some
more (petitions) that we are try-
ing to send in to Pierre.”

The top sheet of the recently
mailed petitions includes a full
page of comments from
Superintendent Tom Culver of
the Avon school district.

Culver said he fears for his
students’ safety. The Avon
school district’s situation is com-
plicated in two ways, he said.

“With open enrollment, we
have a number of kids coming to
school in Avon from surrounding
towns. And we don’t run bus
routes for bringing students to
and from school,” he said.

“As a result, we have a large
number of kids who are on the
road in the morning and after
school. We have roughly 250 kids
in K-12, and [ would say about
150 of them come from outside
the city limits. There is a definite
safety issue.”

The situation reaches its peak
twice a day, Culver said. “There
is a lot of traffic in town around
8 o'clock in the morning and
around 3:30 or 3:45 in the after-
noon,” he said.

Even if students practice
defensive driving, it may not be
enough, Culver said.

“I have heard horror stories
where students are waiting, with
their blinkers on, for (an oncom-
ing) vehicle, and a vehicle
behind the student will go flying
by on the shoulder,” he said.

Drivers have found problems
even when trying to get off
Highway 50 by taking a diagonal
road into Avon, Culver said.

“You can be heading west and
come to the ‘Y’ that goes into
Avon,” he said. “There are times,
at basically the last second,
when you see a car come over
the hill and you have to hit the
brake or make a quick decision
to beat them to the punch.”

The situation will worsen this
fall, when school traffic com-
petes with farm machinery
bringing the harvest to the ele-
vator in town, Culver said.

“Last year, harvest lasted so
much longer. Because of the

Republicans

Want Review

Of Birthright
Citizenship
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WASHINGTON — Leading
Republicans are joining a push to
reconsider the constitutional
amendment that grants automat-
ic citizenship to people born in
the United States.

Senate Republican leader
Mitch McConnell of Kentucky
said Tuesday he supports hold-
ing hearings on the 14th
Amendment right, although he
emphasized that Washington’s
immigration focus should remain
on border security.

His comments came as other
Republicans in recent days have
questioned or challenged
birthright citizenship, embracing
a cause that had largely been
confined to the far right.

The senators include
Arizona’s John McCain, the
party’s 2008 presidential nomi-
nee; Arizona’s Jon Kyl, the GOP
whip; Alabama’s Jeff Sessions,
the top Republican on the
Judiciary Committee, and
Lindsey Graham of South
Carolina, a leading negotiator on
immigration legislation.

“I'm not sure exactly what the
drafters of the (14th) amend-
ment had in mind, but I doubt it
was that somebody could fly in
from Brazil and have a child and
fly back home with that child,
and that child is forever an
American citizen,” Sessions said.

Legal experts say repealing
the citizenship right can be done
only through constitutional
amendment, requiring approval
by two-thirds majorities in
Congress and three-fourths of
the states. House legislation
introduced previously to amend
the right has stalled.

weather, it took so long for them
to get the crops out,” he said.
“There were people harvesting
at Thanksgiving and into
December. Hopefully, this year
they will get the weather’s coop-
eration.”

Highway 50 has also seen an
increase in truck traffic at Avon
since the 1990s opening of the
nearby Chief Standing Bear
Memorial Bridge, Gill said. The
bridge crosses the Missouri
River, linking Running Water and
Niobrara, Neb.

“At the meeting in Mitchell,
the DOT said the bridge has
twice the projected traffic as
when it was constructed,” Gill
said.

Culver has seen the increased
Highway 50 truck traffic from a
personal perspective.

“My wife’s cousin owns three
semis, and he and other guys go
(through Avon) when they go to
Nebraska,” he said.

A turning lane would also pro-
tect Highway 50 drivers from
speeders coming from behind,
Culver said. He told of witness-
ing a vehicle far exceeding the 55
mph speed limit.

“l am afraid some day there is
going to be a fairly significant
accident,” he said.

Culver even questioned the
55 mph limit at Avon when other
state highways post a 45 mph
limit.

“Obviously, there has to be
deterrence. Small towns can't
afford law enforcement all the
time. The state troopers are not
always the answer,” he said.

“The best idea is turning
lanes. The expense initially may
be higher. But if there is a fatality
out there, what price can you
put on that?”

The state has studied the
Highway 50 situation at Avon,
said Ron Peterson, the DOT area
engineer at the Yankton office.

“There has been a study once
before, and it was based on the
requirements of the manual of
uniform traffic control devices,”
he said. “The manual contains cri-
teria. They look at things like traf-
fic numbers and turning move-
ments.”
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The DOT region traffic officer
conducted the study, Peterson
said, adding that he as an engi-
neer doesn’t control the process
or make decisions on traffic
requests.

“They have criteria for any
kind of turning lanes, accelera-
tion or deceleration sites and
traffic signals,” Peterson said.

While the study didn’t result
in a turning lane, the Avon
request could receive reconsid-
eration, he said.

“They may revisit the issue to
see what has changed and see if
there are things we haven't
looked at before,” he said.

The Avon turning lane is not
on the five-year Statewide
Transportation Improvement
Program (STIP), Peterson said.
The state Transportation
Commission could reconsider
the Avon request when it adopts
the five-year plan this month, he
said.

“A turning lane is feasible.
They have a wide right of way on
Highway 50 to construct one,” he
said. “But everything is tied to
money.”

Gill said he remains opti-
mistic that the state will adopt a
turn lane at some point in the
future. He said he appreciates
the support of surrounding com-
munities.

Unfortunately, the lack of any
fatalities at the Avon turnoff may
make the turning lane a lower
priority, Gill said.

“They have lights at the inter-
section of Highways 37 and 46,
but three (people) were killed
before they put the lights up,” he
said. “It's too bad that somebody
has to get injured or killed
before they spend dollars on a
turning lane.”

If the turning lane doesn’t win
an immediate spot on the STIP
plan, Gill vowed to keep up the
fight.

“If this doesn’t get done, I'll
be back there next year,” he said.
“But [ would rather act on the
problem now than react when
it’s too late.”
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We understand. Sometimes it's seems impossible to get up in the morning. What's
worse, the feeling often carries over through the entire day. But it's not just tiredness
— it may be a symptom of a larger problem: sleep apnea.

Averarr

Sacred Heart Sleep Lab

Say bello to a better nights sleep.

Call (605) 668-8773 or visit www.AveraSacredHeart.com for more information

Sleep apnea, if left untreated, can lead to high blood
pressure, heart attacks and even stroke.

Are you at risk? The Avera Sacred Heart Sleep Lab offers
sleep apnea testing and treatment for sleep-related
disorders. All right here in your community. All backed
by the area’s health care leader.

www.yankton.net
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of up to
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Promotional offers available at  Kyle Wagner
participating agent locations Lakota Trade Ctr. | (605) 455-2190
and the following Alltel retail

locations only:

Alltel Retail Stores
® These Retail Stores Now Open Sunday.

Mission
563 E. 2nd St. | (605) 856-2525

Mitchell
510 E. Havens | (605) 995-0091

Watertown

Yankton

Aberdeen

3315 6th Ave. S.E. | (605) 229-6635 retailer:

Pierre
© 1005 E. Wells Ave. | (605) 224-5854
Brookings

Pine Ridge
1707 6th St. | (605) 692-6464 001 Al
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1001 Alltel Drive | (605) 867-2880
Aberdeen

Huro Lang's TV | (605) 225-5372

n Sioux Falls
289 Dakota Ave. S. | (605) 352-2001

© 1224 W. 41st St. | (605) 332-4000
© 3709 W. 41st St. | (605) 361-2571

For Business & Government Accounts call 1-866-WLS-BIZZ or visit alltelbusiness.com

116 S. Main | (605) 384-4451
© 1414 9th Ave. S.E. | (605) 882-1111

1100 Broadway Ave. | (605) 665-1935
ShopI at a participating

Equipment & promotional offers
at these locations may vary.

Pro Cellular | (605) 262-6000

Watertown
Pro Cellular | (605) 882-9090

Parker
Timmerman Cellular | (605) 297-2355

Canton
Pro Cellular | (605) 558-2500

Yankton
Your Wireless Store | (605) 664-2355

Proud Sponsor of:

=8
T |

£

Chamberlain Pierre

Wedmore's Cellular | (605) 234-5531 Pro Cellular | (605) 945-0563
Huron Sioux Center

Pro Cellular | (605) 352-4670 Hills Elec. & RadioShack | (712) 722-2541
Sioux Falls

Pro Cellular | (605) 271-6100

Pro Cellular | (605) 323-1200

Wireless Etc. | (605) 334-1135

4511 E. 26th St. | (605) 371-5404

Empire Mall | (605) 362-9494
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Pro Cellular | (605) 256-0088
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Pro Cellular | (605) 432-9196
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Your Wireless Store | (605) 624-2355
Mo
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Pro Cellular | (605) 845-3950
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Offers available at participating locations only. Alltel Wireless continues to serve 1.5 million customers & operate in the 65 Cellular Market Areas (CMAs) that Verizon Wireless is required to divest.
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government-required charges & are subject to change. Additional information regarding your taxes, fees & surcharges is available from your Alltel
while supplies last, with activation of a qualifying rate plan. Rebate will be in the form of a VISA gift card. Limit 1 rebate per qualifying purchase. Phone may be returned within 15 days of purchase. If mail-in rebate certificate has been submitted, Alltel will refund the purchase price
less the rebate amount. Customer pays applicable taxes. See rebate certificate for details. Smart Choice Pack Requirement: All new or existing customers activating or upgrading to a smart device, including the BlackBerry Curve 8530, are required to purchase & maintain a Smart
Choice Pack of $69.99 or higher/mo for the duration of their contract in order to qualify for the in-contract phone price. tNew Activation Credits: $100 bill credit available for a limited time to eligible new customers in participating markets activating a primary line of service on a
ivations do not qualify. Limit one (1) $100 one-time bill credit per primary account. New secondary line activations do not qualify. Must be a customer for 30 consecutive days to receive
credit. Depending on the customer's bill cycle, credit may be applied to either the first or second bill after qualifying activation. Offer not available to business, Residential Wireless or prepaid customers. Certain restrictions apply. See representative for complete details. May be
discontinued at the discretion of Alltel. Add Lines Free: Offer not applicable on bundled Wireless Internet Plans. Valid on qualifying, newly-activated secondary lines only. New & existing post-paid customers may add up to four (4) new secondary lines, incurring no monthly access
charges for three (3) months to any qualifying primary line of service. New service agreement & $25 activation fee required for each line in conjunction with phone promotion. Customer must remain on a qualifying plan throughout duration of three-month promotional period. Three
Months Free refers to the waived monthly access charge for each qualifying line, according to your rate plan. Customer may be billed for a prorated portion of rate plan charges in the first bill following activation. Free access begins upon the first day of the first bill cycle following
activation. Upon the fourth bill cycle following activation, each additional line reverts to the applicable monthly access charge, according to your rate plan. Limit of 4 secondary lines per primary account. Offer may be discontinued at the discretion of Alltel. Unlimited My Circle
Text: Offer valid as of 9/11/2009. Unlimited My Circle texting, picture & video messaging is available to qualifying new & existing customers on eligible My Circle calling plans $79.99 & higher. Unlimited My Circle & Alltel Mobile-to-Mobile texting are available to all lines associated
with the eligible primary account. Mobile-to-Mobile applies to messaging between Alltel customers only. Instant Messages are not unlimited & are not included in unlimited messaging to customer’s designated Circle numbers or other Alltel customers. Each Instant Message sent
&/or received is charged against your plan, even when the conversation is occurring with another Alltel Customer or designated Circle number. Unlimited messaging to Alltel Customers and Customer’s Circle numbers are limited to Text, Picture & Video only. Designated numbers
must match primary account holder’s selected 10-digit My Circle voice numbers, be within the U.S & not be texting short codes. Feature may be discontinued at the discretion of Alltel. Not available to prepaid or business accounts. Picture & video messaging not available on
all phones. See alltel.com for phone details. Airtime charges apply when customer sends/receives a picture or video message to/from any non-designated number. Messages will be saved & delivery attempted for up to three (3) days. Alltel does not guarantee sy nas been awarded:

message accuracy, completeness or delivery. Messages are neither monitored nor controlled for content, except for direct communication from Alltel. Only those messages confirmed to be sent/received will be applied to your bill, according to your plan. Messaging ~ q®ELzs,
detail (date, time & phone number the message was sent to) is currently not available. On select phones, text messages are limited to 160 characters per message. Sent/received messages in excess of your package allotment will be charged at 15¢ per message. N
Additional Information: This offer may be limited due to time, supplies, coverage, or participating locations. $25 non-refundable activation fee & $200 early termination fee may apply per line. Offers are subject to the Alltel Terms & Conditions for Communications I?"“"{?’
Services available at any Alltel store or alltel.com. All product & service marks referenced are the names, trade names, trademarks & logos of their respective owners. BlackBerry®, RIM®, Research In Motion®, Sure Type®, SurePress™ & related trademarks, names m 0&':; fon
& logos are the property of Research In Motion Limited & are registered &/or used in the U.S. & countries around the world. BlackBerry is registered with the U.S. Patent & Trademark Office & may be pending or registered in other countries. Screen images are o A
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up to $2.19 & federal & state Universal Service Fund fees (both may vary by customer usage). These additional fees may not be taxes or
service ive & on your hly bill. Phone Details: Phones & applicable rebates available for a limited time,




