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Girlfriend

BY NATHAN JOHNSON
nathan.johnson@yankton.net

For Rosco Wuestewald, the last seven years have felt
like a tour.

The 23-year-old musician and photographer, who jokes
that he’s “going on 80,” said his “wanderlust” feet have
taken him around the world since growing up in Yankton.

“I’m not one to stick around a place for more than six
or seven months,” Wuestewald said while taking a moment
to reflect from the dock in front of Yankton’s Ice House.
“My feet just never want to slow down. They keep running
away.”

He said he’s not sure yet what they’re running away
from, but that’s not much of a concern right now. He’s hav-
ing a good time and has been to Hawaii, Minneapolis, Los
Angeles, Chicago, Montana, Ireland, Turkey, Greece, Italy,
Spain, Holland, England and other places since leaving
home at 17. The only constant companion during all those
adventures has been the bloody and beat-up Hohner gui-
tar Wuestewald’s parents gave him when he was 14.

After all those travels, Wuestewald is content to be in
his hometown of Yankton for the month of August.

“It feels really good to be home,” he said. “I think this is
the most excited I’ve been to be home in a long time.”

During the course of visiting family and friends who

have provided support and inspiration since he was a
child, Wuestewald will play a handful of shows locally.

He’s excited about a concert planned for Thursday,
Aug. 19, at Magilly’s Lakeside Eatery, which is located at
the Lewis and Clark Marina. The free all-ages show will
begin between 7-8 p.m., Wuestewald said.

Among those playing will be Logan Marsh, Jake
Dempsey and Nick Sorensen (of Top Shelf Stank), Oyster-
Toe & Sadie Show, Dylan Smith, TC Steckelberg, Jake
Kortan, Rebecca Swift, Tom Pearson and Matt Sand.

“I wanted to come to Yankton and put on an epic show
with all these musicians around the area that I’ve known
for years and years,” he said. “It’s definitely going to melt
some faces. We’ve got some friends from out of town com-
ing in to play.

“Come out early, have some drinks and hang out with
us,” Wuestewald added. “I think we’re going to have more
fun on stage than the people watching the show. I think
the people watching are going to want to get on stage and
dance around with us.”

Wuestewald spent the last seven months in New York
City working at a nightclub, where he met some of the
world’s biggest musical acts. He had planned on staying in
the Big Apple for two days.
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he Dakota Theatre in downtown
Yankton is getting into the
Riverboat Days spirit this year
bringing a regional trio to perform
on stage at 2 p.m. Saturday, Aug. 21.

“We are excited about getting the group
‘Girlfriend’ here to be a part of the Riverboat
Days activities,” said Lewis and Clark
Theatre Company executive director Chuck
Lambertz. “It is a perfect time. Go down to
the river in the morning, enjoy the festivities
in the park. Eat lunch, then come up to the
theatre at 2 p.m. to enjoy a great show in
our air-conditioned facilities. Once it is over,
head back down to the park for more fun.”

The group — made up of sisters Jill
Miller and Barb Johnson along with Colene
“Coco” Walters — takes pride in adding
three-part harmony to hits from past
decades.

“Our show will contain music from the
‘40s, ‘50s, ‘60s, ‘70s and ‘80s. We try to pick
hits from all of the decades, as well as finish
with original songs we have written our-
selves,” Miller said. “We enjoy taking songs
that don’t traditionally have harmonies and
splitting them into three parts. We want to
entertain people and have them leave
singing and talking about what they just
heard.”

According to the group’s website
Girlfriend does a variety of music ranging
from the Andrews Sisters’ and McGuire
Sisters’ classics like “Boogie Woogie Bugle
Boy” and “Sincerely,” to old and new coun-
try and rock classics. 

“We do a lot of research and try and find
the popular hits and a variety of what peo-
ple want to hear,” Walters said. “We have
even asked people what songs they would
want to hear.”

The Sioux City-based trio has deep
Nashville roots that may make the singers
seem familiar to you an audience that has
not seen the group before.

“Coco performed for three years on the
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KELLY HERTZ/P&D
Musician and Yankton native Rosco Wuestewald
will perform with some special friends at Magilly’s
Aug. 19.

COURTESY PHOTO
The harmonizing trio Girlfriend will perform at the Dakota Theatre in downtown Yankton during Riverboat Days. The group performs in concert
at 2 p.m. The group — consisting of Jill Miller, Barb Johnson and Colene “Coco” Walters — covers songs from the 1940s through the 1980s, as
well as performs original material.
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