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Kids In
Poverty On
The Rise

BY EMILY NOHR
emily.nohr@yankton.net

Child poverty statistics for
South Dakota are not shaping up
like its Midwestern neighbors.
South Dakota ranked 26 out of 52
in terms of overall well-being of
children, down 15 places since
2001.

Minnesota, lowa and Nebraska
remained in the top 10 for child
well being, according to statistics
in the Kids Count Data Book
released by the Annie E. Casey
Foundation.

The study looked at several
indicators from 2008, including
the percent of low birthweight
babies, teen death rate and the
percent of children living in fami-
lies where no parent has full-time,
year-round employment.

The study defined poverty as
a family with income below
$21,834 for two adults and two
kids in 2008.

By mass usage of their pro-
grams, area agencies agreed these
statewide numbers reflect the
child poverty situation in Yankton.

B KIDS, Page 6A please

Neuharth Award
For Excellence

Winners Named

VERMILLION (AP) — Media
executives Cathie Black and
Frank Vega are this year’s win-
ners of the Al Neuharth Award
for Excellence in the Media.

Black is chairwoman of
Hearst Magazines, and Vega is
chairman and publisher of the
San Francisco Chronicle.

The annual lifetime
achievement award is named
for USA Today founder Al
Neuharth, a South Dakota
native and 1950 University of
South Dakota graduate.

The presentation is sched-
uled Sept. 30 at the Wayne S.
Knutson Theatre at USD’s
Warren M. Lee Center for the
Fine Arts.

TRAVIS GULBRANDSON/P&D
Haitian Pierre “Fritz” Fritzner (right) underwent his second cataract procedure
in five years at Yankton’s Lewis & Clark Specialty Hospital on Tuesday. Standing
with him is Irene resident Dave Hansen, with whom Fritzner works in the non-
profit organization, Helping Hands for Haiti.

Local Eye Procedures Help
Haitian Keep His Sight

BY TRAVIS GULBRANDSON
travis.gulbrandson@yankton.net

After a visit to Yankton, everything
looks much clearer — literally — for
one Haitian man.

Pierre “Fritz” Fritzner paid a visit to
Lewis & Clark Specialty Hospital on
Tuesday for his second cataract proce-
dure there in five years.

Fritzner expressed his gratitude to
the hospital, and to his friends from the
area who made his surgery possible.

“I'm grateful to the United States,
and I love the United States,” he said.
“Haiti is my mother, my real mother,
and after that, the United States is my
godmother. ...

“My mother doesn’t have enough
money to treat me, so [ come to my
godmother,” he added with a laugh.

Fritzner’s surgeries came about
through his association with Dr. Dan
Johnson of Yankton Bone, Joint and
Sports Medicine Center. Johnson has
been to Haiti several times, and on two

of these visits, he has helped to make
arrangements for Fritzner to be treated
in the U.S.

While he underwent the procedure
for his left eye this week, Fritzner’s
right eye was operated on in 2005.

“I'had a problem with that eye since
1996,” he said. “Each time [ went to see
a Haitian doctor, the first one just gave
me a prescription to buy new glasses,
and in 2003, the other one said I didn’t
have (any problems) in my eyes, so he
could not do anything for me — despite
the fact that I could not see in it.”

When he comes to South Dakota,
Fritzner stays with Irene residents Dave
Hansen.

“He is my number-one friend. He is
the one who helped me get here, so
without him [ would be a blind man,”
Fritzner said.

He will leave Hansen’s residence to
return to Haiti today (Saturday).

“I've known Fritz for 20 years,”

B HAITI, Page 16A please

Candidates:
Competitive
Grants Hurt

Rural States

House Hopefuls Answered
Questions From The Crowd

BY DIRK LAMMERS
Associated Press Writer

SIOUX FALLS — The Democratic and Republican
candidates for South Dakota’s lone U.S. House seat
said Friday that the Obama administration’s shift to
federal education funding based on competitive
grants puts rural states at a disadvantage.

Democratic U.S. Rep. Stephanie Herseth Sandlin
and Republican challenger Kristi Noem debated edu-
cation issues and funding Friday at the convention of
the Associated School Boards of South Dakota and
School Administrators of South Dakota.

Herseth Sandlin is being challenged by Noem and
independent candidate B. Thomas Marking, who did
not participate in the debate.

The two candidates fielded questions on such top-
ics as the federal No Child Left Behind law, funding
for students with disabilities and competitive grants
programs such as the Education Department’s $3.4
billion Race to the Top.

Noem said she doesn’t support the shift to federal
funding based on competitive grants, as school
boards and administrators need to know how much
they can count on to balance their budgets.

“You need to have a stable, secure set of finances
so you can make your decisions going forward,”
Noem said. “And basing it on competitive grants will
jeopardize that.”

Herseth Sandlin said basing education funding on
competitive grants puts rural states at a disadvan-
tage.

“There isn’t the personnel to spend full time writ-
ing these grant applications,” she said. “We know the
first few tiers of the funding to Race to the Top, we
can see how it’s stacked in favor of more populated
states and larger school districts.”

Herseth Sandlin and Noem traded barbs on
Herseth Sandlin’s support for an emergency $26 bil-
lion jobs bill passed this week and the federal
Recovery and Reinvestment Act, or stimulus bill.

Noem, a state legislator, said the jobs hill costs too
much and is being funded by raising taxes on busi-
nesses and reducing food stamp benefits.

“There’s a point in time where we have to stop the
bailouts, where we have to stop spending dollars that
we don’t have,” Noem said.

Herseth Sandlin said the bill will help people, not
add to the deficit, and it doesn’t hurt small businesses.
She said it closes loopholes for multinational corpora-
tions shipping American jobs overseas.

“We just went through one of the most severe eco-
nomic recessions the country has ever faced, and the
recovery is still fragile,” she said. “And the last thing
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Local Sack Pack Program

BY SHAUNA MARLETTE
shauna.marlette @yankton.net

A program that began less than a year ago in one
Yankton elementary school to help provide meals to
students who otherwise might not have proper
nutrition on weekends has announced it is expand-
ing for the second time.

“The Sack Pack Program has taken off better

JAMES D. CIMBUREK/P&D
Pierre's Allen Goodman tags out Vermillion's Dan Hansen
after Hansen executed a bunt during the first inning of their
elimination game in the South Dakota State Class A Amateur
Baseball Tournament Friday at Sioux Falls Stadium.

than we could have ever hoped,” said the Rev. Joe
Schulte, spokesperson for the group. “Our goal for
the first year was to serve the at-risk students at
Webster Elementary. We were able to expand into
Lincoln Elementary at semester time. By the end of
the year, we were serving more than 200 students.
That we are able to expand again is a testament to
how the community has stepped up and supported
this cause.”

Beginning this school year, the program is

Expanding To Third School

“Studies indicate that students who
do not receive adequate nutrition dur-
ing the weekend will take up to two
days of nutritional support to compen-

sate for that loss.”
REV. JOE SCHULTE

expanding into Stewart Elementary, with the goal of
adding Beadle Elementary at semester time.
“Studies indicate that students who do not
receive adequate nutrition during the weekend will
take up to two days of nutritional support to com-
pensate for that loss,” Schulte said. “The goal of the

B SCHOOL, Page 2A please
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