
BY SUZANNA CALDWELL
Fairbanks Daily News-Miner

FAIRBANKS, Alaska —
Ornithologist, author, photogra-
pher and artist Paul Johnsgard has
had a long relationship with
Alaska and its birds, even though
he lives in Lincoln, Neb.

His most recent visit was in
2004 when he visited the Sandhill
Crane Festival as the featured
speaker, as he will be doing again
next weekend (Aug. 20-22). But he
also visited in the 1960s, doing
research on birds living on the
tundra.

A professor emeritus of biologi-
cal sciences at the University of
Nebraska-Lincoln, where he taught
for 40 years, Johnsgard, 79, has
been authoring books for the last
60. In that time he’s published 43
books and contributed sketches or
photography to most of them.

Johnsgard will have three pre-
sentations at the crane festival.
The first is at 10:30 p.m. Friday at
the Creamer’s Field Farmhouse
with another at 7 p.m. Saturday at
the Wedgewood Resort’s Taiga
Center. He will also lead a work-
shop at 1 p.m. Saturday on
“Writing and Illustrating Stories
about Wildlife and Nature.”

Melissa Sikes, Friends of
Creamer’s Field program director,

said that every year the crane fes-
tival tries to have a different fea-
tured bird specialists from a vari-
ety of different backgrounds:
artists, photographers, scientists.
Johnsgard is unique in that he fits
all of those things.

Johnsgard’s career started with
more academic writing, but later
he started making forays into
“semi-popular” books with the
1981 publishing of “Song of the
North Wind: A Story of the Snow
Goose,” which was eventually
translated into three languages.
Instead of writing about them from
an academic point of view, he told
the story in a more narrative style,
through the perspective of the
geese.

A few years later he wrote
“Those of the Gray Wind: The
Sandhill Cranes,” using the same
storytelling technique but this
time focusing on sandhill cranes. It
was well received, eventually
translated into Chinese, and devel-
oped into a documentary film.
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MIDWEST DIGEST
Hearing Officer
Rules For Pierre In
Labor Dispute

PIERRE (AP) — A state
hearing officer has sided with
the city of Pierre in a labor
dispute.

James Marsh, director of
the state Department of
Labor’s Division of Labor and
Management, agreed with the
city on five contract issues.

The International Union of
Operating Engineers, Local 49,
and the city have been negoti-
ating a new contract for more
than a year without an agree-
ment. The union represents
the city’s civilian employees
and workers in the police
department who aren’t offi-
cers.

Employees in the city’s
electrical department have
their own union.

In April, the city commis-
sion decided to impose its
final salary offer, which pro-
vides a 1 percent raise for all
employees and another 1 per-
cent for eligible workers. The
union appealed.

Neb. Man Faces
Trial In Bathtub
Drowning In Iowa

SIOUX CITY, Iowa (AP) — A
Nebraska man has been
ordered to stand trial in the
drowning death of his 13-
month-old child in a bathtub
in Iowa.

Court documents filed in
Woodbury County District
Court show 22-year-old Selvin
Arevalo-Morga, of Omaha, has
pleaded not guilty to child
endangerment causing death
and neglect. He’s being held in
the county jail on $25,000
bond.

A trial has been set for
Sept. 7. He faces up to 60
years in prison if convicted.

Court documents says
Arevalo-Morga left his 13-
month-old in the bathtub with
a 3-year-old in May 2009, then
left the bathroom to eat din-
ner.

Legends Ride
Through S.D. Raises
$52K For Charities

DEADWOOD (AP) — The
celebrity-studded Legends
Ride from Deadwood to
Sturgis has raised more than
$52,000 for charity.

Proceeds from last
Monday’s motorcycle ride go
to the Sky Ranch for Boys and
the Sturgis Motorcycle Hall of
Fame and Museum. The cost
to participate was $150.

The Deadwood Chamber of
Commerce, the event’s spon-
sor, says actors Paul Reubens
and Lorenzo Lamas and
“Survivor” star Rupert
Boneham participated in the
50-mile ride, which coincided
with the start of the 70th
annual Sturgis Motorcycle
Rally.

The chamber says the
annual event has raised
$150,000 for charity since it
was started three years ago.
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MITCHELL (AP) — The city of
Mitchell should consider replac-
ing its nearly 90-year-old Corn
Palace within the next 20 years
or risk a further dip in visitors,
according to a new report from
the city’s chamber of commerce.

The report, prepared by a
chamber subcommittee, says the
current arena is showing its age
and a new, larger one is needed
to preserve Mitchell’s history as
tourist destination.

“People continue to want and
like to travel. However, their
tastes have changed as today
they don’t just want to ’see’
places, they want to ’experience’
the destination, which creates a
unique personal memory they
can cherish forever. While travel-
er tastes have changed over the
years, the current Corn Palace
has not adapted to meet their
expectations,” the report said.

The Corn Palace is known for
its colorful exterior murals,
which are redesigned each year
out of corn and other grains.

The first Corn Palace
debuted in 1892. The current
one — the third in the series —

was built in 1921.
Doug Dailey, president of the

Mitchell Area Chamber of
Commerce’s board of directors,
says he’d like to see the current
Corn Palace retired after its
100th anniversary.

He says a new, larger Corn
Palace could reverse the attrac-
tion’s dip in visitors and bring in
more revenue for the communi-
ty.

The Corn Palace saw about
270,000 visitors during its 2009
season, which runs from May to
early October, according to the
report. That’s a drop of 150,000
to 200,000 visitors from the
attraction’s peak years in the
late 1970s and early ’80s.

That dip in attendance has
meant less revenue for the
Mitchell. The report says it costs
$936,000 to run the Corn Palace
for a year, but it takes in
$658,000 in revenue.

The report, prepared by a
chamber subcommittee,
requests the city spend $34,000
on designs for a new Corn
Palace.

Mitchell Chamber
Urges New Corn

Palace In 20 Years
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