
BY ADAM GOLDMAN AND
MATT APUZZO

Associated Press Writers

WASHINGTON — The CIA has
videotapes, after all, of interroga-
tions in a secret overseas prison
of admitted 9/11 plotter Ramzi
Binalshibh.

Discovered in a box under a
desk at the CIA, the tapes could
reveal how foreign governments
aided the United States in holding
and interrogating suspects. And
they could complicate U.S. efforts
to prosecute Binalshibh, who has
been described as one of the “key
plot facilitators” in the Sept. 11,
2001, attacks.

Apparently the tapes do not
show harsh treatment — unlike
videos the agency destroyed of
the questioning of other suspect-
ed terrorists.

The two videotapes and one
audiotape are believed to be the
only existing recordings made
within the clandestine prison sys-
tem and could offer a revealing
glimpse into a four-year global
odyssey that ranged from
Pakistan to Romania to
Guantanamo Bay.

The tapes depict Binalshibh’s
interrogation sessions in 2002 at
a Moroccan-run facility the CIA
used near Rabat, several current
and former U.S. officials told The
Associated Press. They spoke on
the condition of anonymity
because the videos remain a
closely guarded secret.

When the CIA destroyed its
cache of 92 videos of two other
al-Qaida operatives, Abu
Zubaydah and Abd al-Nashiri,
being waterboarded in 2005, offi-
cials believed they had wiped
away all of the agency’s interroga-
tion footage. But in 2007, a staff

member discovered a box tucked
under a desk in the CIA’s
Counterterrorism Center and
pulled out the Binalshibh tapes.

If the tapes surfaced at
Binalshibh’s trial, they could
highlight Morocco’s role in a
counterterrorism program known
as Greystone, which authorized
the CIA to hold terrorists in
secret prisons and shuttle them
to other countries.

The American Civil Liberties
Union has asked the government
to provide more information
about the tapes as part of a long-
running lawsuit involving the
treatment of detainees.

“Today’s report is a stark
reminder of how much informa-
tion the government is still with-
holding about the Bush adminis-
tration’s interrogation policies,”
said Alexander Abdo, staff attor-
ney with the ACLU National
Security Project.

More significantly to the 38-
year-old terror suspect’s defense,
the tapes also could provide evi-

dence of Binalshibh’s mental
state within the first months of
his capture. In court documents,
defense lawyers have been asking
for medical records to see
whether his years in CIA custody
made him mentally unstable. He
is being treated for schizophrenia
with a potent cocktail of anti-psy-
chotic medications.

With military trial commis-
sions on hold while the Obama
administration figures out what
to do with a number of terror sus-
pects, Binalshibh has never had a
hearing on whether he is mental-
ly fit to stand trial.

“If those tapes exist, they
would be extremely relevant,”
said Thomas A. Durkin,
Binalshibh’s civilian lawyer.

A Justice Department prosecu-
tor who is already investigating
whether destroying the Zubaydah
and al-Nashiri tapes was illegal is
now also looking into why the
Binalshibh tapes were not dis-
closed.

The CIA first publicly hinted at

the existence of the tapes in 2007
in a letter to U.S. District Judge
Leonie M. Brinkema in Virginia.
The government twice denied
having such tapes, recanting once
they were discovered. But the
government blacked out
Binalshibh’s name from a public
copy of the letter.

At the time, the CIA played
down the significance of the
videos, saying they were not taken
as part of the agency’s detention
program and did not show CIA
interrogations.

But that case can be made only
because of the unusual nature of
the Moroccan prison, which was
largely financed by the CIA but run
by Moroccans, the former officials
said. The CIA could move
detainees in and out, and oversee
the interrogations, but officially
Morocco had control.

Moroccan government officials
did not respond to queries seeking
comment on Binalshibh and his
time in Morocco. The country has
never acknowledged the existence
of the detention center.
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Men between the ages of 40 and 65 are more likely to die of 

prostate cancer if not detected early. The American Cancer Society 

suggests an annual screening for men beginning  at age 50, or 

age 45 with a positive family history.

Wednesday, August 25, 2010
from 4:30 to 7:00 p.m.

at Lewis & Clark Family Medicine
1101 Broadway Ave., Suite 103A, Morgen Square

Call  605-260-2100 to schedule your personal exam. 

 Be This is your chance to get a 
Prostate Cancer and Colon Cancer 

screen at the same time. Smart!!
For the second year in a row, we will donate all proceeds to our local VFW to help 

support “Honor Flight South Dakota” and help a WWII veteran see their national 

memorial in Washington DC. Lewis & Clark Specialty Hospital will match the 

proceeds from the screening to go towards this worthy cause. Please do yourself a 

favor and not only help our veterans, but you may also save a life – YOUR OWN!

2601 Fox Run Parkway,

Yankton, SD 57078 physician owned

Dr. Joseph Boudreau, Dr. Christopher Hathaway, Dr. Kynan Trail, Dr. Jeff Johnson,

Dr. Michael Peterson & Dr. Lisa Miller will be conducting the screenings.

Men’s Health Screening

 605-665-5100

 www.lewisandclarkspecialty.com

Prostate exam, PSA test and Hemoccult test for $20.00.  
Not intended for known prostate cancer patients.

Dr. Kynan TrailDr. Joseph Boudreau Dr. Jeff JohnsonDr. Christopher Hathaway Dr. Michael Peterson Dr. Lisa Miller

Summer Sale!

Yankton Paint 
& Decorating

406 Broadway, Yankton • 665-5032
www.yanktonpaintanddecorating.com

25% Off per 
gallon!

Customer 
Satisfaction

“I was very pleased with the 
turnout. My one room was really 
dirty and it looks great!”

665-5700 • 1-800-529-2450

Kim, Viborg

 Riverboat Days
 Carnival

Friday, Saturday, Sunday

Aug. 20, 21, 22

8 Rides
 for $10Additional coupons 

available from 
mall merchants

1 Ticket Per Ride - 
except Zipper (2)

DC Lynch Shows

COUPON

Yankton Transmission 
SpecialistsSpecialists
(605) 665-1175

2409 East Highway 50
• Transmissions • Drive Lines

• Transfer Cases • Differentials
2 Year / 24,000 Guarantee

BY MATTHEW BROWN
Associated Press Writer

WYODAK, Wyo. — Utilities across
the country are building dozens of old-
style coal plants that will cement the
industry’s standing as the largest indus-
trial source of climate-changing gases
for years to come.

An Associated Press examination of
U.S. Department of Energy records and
information provided by utilities and
trade groups shows that more than 30
traditional coal plants have been built
since 2008 or are under construction.

The construction wave stretches
from Arizona to Illinois and South
Carolina to Washington, and comes
despite growing public wariness over
the high environmental and social costs
of fossil fuels, demonstrated by tragic
mine disasters in West Virginia, the Gulf
oil spill and wars in the Middle East.

The expansion, the industry’s largest
in two decades, represents an acknowl-
edgment that highly touted “clean coal”
technology is still a long ways from
becoming a reality and underscores a
renewed confidence among utilities that
proposals to regulate carbon emissions
will fail. The Senate last month
scrapped the leading bill to curb carbon
emissions following opposition from
Republicans and coal-state Democrats.

“Building a coal-fired power plant
today is betting that we are not going to

put a serious financial cost on emitting
carbon dioxide,” said Severin
Borenstein, director of the Energy
Institute at the University of California-
Berkeley. “That may be true, but unless
most of the scientists are way off the
mark, that’s pretty bad public policy.”

Federal officials have long struggled
to balance coal’s hidden costs against
its more conspicuous role in providing
half the nation’s electricity.

Hoping for a technological solution,
the Obama administration devoted $3.4
billion in stimulus spending to foster
“clean-coal” plants that can capture and
store greenhouse gases. Yet new invest-
ments in traditional coal plants total at
least 10 times that amount — more than
$35 billion.

Utilities say they are clinging to coal
because its abundance makes it cheap-
er than natural gas or nuclear power
and more reliable than intermittent
power sources such as wind and solar.
Still, the price of coal plants is rising
and consumers in some areas served by
the new facilities will see their electrici-
ty bill rise by up to 30 percent.

Industry representatives say those
increases would be even steeper if utili-
ties switched to more expensive fuels or
were forced to adopt emission-reduc-
tion measures.

Approval of the plants has come
from state and federal agencies that do
not factor in emissions of carbon diox-
ide, considered the leading culprit

behind global warming. Scientists and
environmentalists have tried to stop the
coal rush with some success, turning
back dozens of plants through lawsuits
and other legal challenges.

As a result, current construction is
far more modest than projected a few
years ago when 151 new plants were
forecast by federal regulators. But ana-
lysts say the projects that prevailed are
more than enough to ensure coal’s con-
tinued dominance in the power industry
for years to come.

Sixteen large plants have fired up
since 2008 and 16 more are under con-
struction, according to records exam-
ined by the AP.

Combined, they will produce an esti-
mated 17,900 megawatts of electricity,
sufficient to power up to 15.6 million
homes — roughly the number of homes
in California and Arizona combined.

They also will generate about 125
million tons of greenhouse gases annu-
ally, according to emissions figures from
utilities and the Center for Global
Development. That’s the equivalent of
putting 22 million additional automo-
biles on the road.

The new plants do not capture car-
bon dioxide. That’s despite the stimulus
spending and an additional $687 million
spent by the Department of Energy on
clean coal programs.

DOE spokesman John Grasser
acknowledged the new plants represent
a missed chance to rein in carbon emis-

sions. But he said more opportunities
would arise as electricity consumption
increases.

Experts say the widespread applica-
tion of carbon-neutralizing technologies
for coal plants remains at least 15 to 20
years away.

“This is not something that’s going
to happen tomorrow,” Grasser said.
“You have to do the required research
and development and take steps along
the way.”

Producing clean coal power appears
straightforward: Separate the carbon
dioxide before it goes up the smoke-
stack, then store it underground in geo-
logical formations.

Experimental trials have been suc-
cessful but putting the concept into
commercial practice has been stymied
by high costs and the difficulty of isolat-
ing carbon dioxide from other gases.

“We are pushing the envelope as far
as what’s possible,” said Jon LaCour,
manager for the 115-megawatt Wygen III
coal plant, which came online in north-
eastern Wyoming this spring. “We have
no way of capturing carbon.”

Inside the plant, a ton of coal per
minute rumbles off conveyor belts from
the nearby WyoDak mine.

Hulking steel pulverizers crush the
fuel to the consistency of baby powder,
fans blow it into a giant furnace and the
coal goes up in flames that can top
1,700 degrees Fahrenheit, producing
steam to generate electricity.

WyGen is more efficient than earlier
plants, burning about 20 percent less
coal. Yet the process itself has changed
little since Thomas Edison built the first
plant in 1882 in Manhattan.

And while dramatic advances have
been made at the back end of coal
plants — where Wygen’s operator, Black
Hills Power, removes most of the nitro-
gen oxides, sulfur dioxide and other
acid-rain pollutants — efforts to curb
greenhouse gases have lagged.

Black Hills spent $80 million on pol-
lution controls for WyGen, bumping up
its price tag to $247 million. Like most
of the new fleet of plants, space was left
at WyGen for the future installation of
carbon-capture equipment.

As climate change emerged as a
global dilemma in recent years, the coal
industry at times appeared on the
ropes.

Environmentalists trumpeted 100
plants dropped or delayed. Regulators
imposed tighter emission limits for acid
rain pollutants and reined in destructive
mining practices. And the recession
dampened consumer demand for power,
prompting some utilities to scrap
expansion plans.

But coal has not gone away.
“The reason coal burns in this coun-

try is not because anyone likes the
smog. It’s the cost,” said Daniel Scott, a
coal industry analyst with Dahlman
Rose & Company in New York.

Old-Style Coal Plants Expanding; Largest Industrial Utility
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