
BY BETH DAVIS
South Dakota Rural Enterprise

There’s always more to learn
— and that lifetime learning can
yield major dividends by grow-
ing economic opportunity in
South Dakota.

Earlier this year, Lin
VanHofwegen, Vice-President of
Operations for South Dakota
Rural Enterprise, along with a
dedicated group of our state’s
economic development profes-
sionals from the Governor’s
Office of Economic Development,
USDA Rural Development, Small
Business Development Center,
Small Business Administration
and local and regional develop-
ment groups, received the
Economic Development Finance
Professional certification from the
National Development Council. 

This national training course,
sponsored by CITI in Sioux Falls,
is specially geared to developing
knowledge and skills essential to
making deals happen here in
South Dakota. The certification
program is a rigorous, four-week

training series that explores the
skills essential for the successful
practice of economic develop-
ment: business credit and real
estate finance analysis tech-
niques, loan packaging proce-
dures, negotiating and problem
solving skills and deal structur-
ing techniques. Participants in
the training course build the
capacity to translate develop-
ment opportunities into results
for our communities and our
state. 

In addition to lessons drawn
from actual projects, these certi-
fied professionals completed
hands-on exercises, spent four
weeks in classroom coursework
and passed comprehensive exam-
inations to receive this profes-
sional designation. We’re proud of
Lin and the other South Dakotans
who went back to school to learn
more about advancing prosperity
in our state. And there are so
many more who continue to
learn-in addition to the many
opportunities for YOU to help
find solutions to the challenges
that face us in our communities
today.

Programs offered by the South
Dakota Cooperative Extension
Service, by the Rural Learning
Center and by South Dakota Rural
Enterprise, to name just a few,
can build leadership skills,
enhance community cooperation
and jumpstart economic planning
and evaluation in YOUR commu-
nity. For a list of resources or to
be connected to some of these
programs, contact us at
info@sdrei.org, or visit our web-
site at sdrei.org. There is so much
to learn, and this is the perfect
time to energize your learning
curve.

Pictured from left: Greg Erickson, MD; 
Michael Schurrer, MD; Scott Hiltunen, MD; 
Mark Doohen, MD.

* Avera Sacred Heart Hospital conducts an ongoing patient 
satisfaction survey process contracting with an independent
firm, Press Ganey Associates, South Bend, IN.

605-668-8100
501 Summit • Yankton, SD

www.averasacredheart.com

A team of emergency care experts
rated in the top 5% in the nation.*

Providing you quality care in a private,
high-tech, patient-centered facility.

ONE TEAM:

ONE FOCUS:

Available 24 hours a day, seven days a week.

OUTSTANDING
EMERGENCY CARE:

 Riverboat Days
 Carnival

Friday, Saturday, Sunday

Aug. 20, 21, 22

8 Rides
 for $10Additional coupons 

available from 
mall merchants

1 Ticket Per Ride - 
except Zipper (2)

DC Lynch Shows

COUPON

PIERRE — Applications for
South Dakota Partners in
Policymaking, a leadership train-
ing program for self-advocates and
parents of children with disabili-
ties, are now ready for Year 19. 

Partners in Policymaking pro-
vides state-of-the-art knowledge
about disability issues and builds
the competencies necessary to
become advocates who can effec-
tively influence system change.
Applications are due Sept. 20.

South Dakota Advocacy
Services (SDAS) is currently seek-
ing applications from interested
people who have disabilities or
who are parents of children with

disabilities to participate in
Partners in Policymaking.
Applications for Year 19 can be
obtained by contacting Sandy
Stocklin Hook, South Dakota
Advocacy Services, 221 S. Central
Ave., Pierre, SD 57501 or by calling
1-800-658-4782. Applications are
also available on the SDAS website
at www.sdadvocacy.com or e-mail-
ing hooks@sdadvocacy.com.

The training program is
designed to provide information,
training, and skill building so

those who participate may obtain
the most appropriate state-of-the-
art services for themselves and
others.

The training initiative is funded
in parts by grants from the South
Dakota Council on Developmental
Disabilities, Children’s Care
Hospital and School, USD Center
for Disabilities at Sanford School
of Medicine at USD and South
Dakota Parent Connection. 
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In today’s economic climate, many people
are counting every penny when it comes to
day-to-day expenses.

That’s why an area bread ministry is such a
welcome development for Gayville, Volin and
Wakonda families.

Since last winter, the Bread Ministry —
headquartered in Wakonda — has been receiv-
ing baked goods through the South Dakota
Food Bank in Sioux Falls, which has been dis-
tributing the products statewide with help
from Wal-Mart and Feeding America.

At 8:45 a.m. each Tuesday, a truck carrying
approximately 600 pounds of bread arrives at
Wakonda Baptist Church, which can then be
distributed throughout the area.

“They come in with pallets of stuff,” said
John Wilkinson, who, along with his wife
Connie, helped bring the program to the area.
“The stuff hasn’t even hit the (sales) floor,
most of it. It’s all extra-ordered food.”

The food is distributed at the church from
9-11 a.m., after which time it is taken to vari-
ous area distribution sites, some of which
include Gayville’s CorTrust Bank and the Volin
Cafe.

Bread and baked goods can be picked up at
any of these sites by any interested person.

“It’s available to anybody who needs it,”
said volunteer Mike Gaidelis. “We’re not going
to check your tax return.”

The ministry has gone on long enough now
to where the volunteers have a system of get-
ting everything ready for distribution.

“The trucks will come in and they’ll give us
some boxes,” Wilkinson said. “The boxes are
all different, so we’ll have to go through all of
them to find out what is in them.”

The volunteers then take the contents and
make individual packages to be picked up.

“We usually put a pastry in them, a cake, a
couple loaves of French bread, a couple loaves
of bread, hotdog buns, hamburger buns and
dinner rolls,” Wilkinson said.

Occasionally, the ministry will also receive
larger items, such as sheet cakes.

“Sometimes we even get the decorated
ones that people pay $25 for,” Wilkinson said.
“We’ve been saving some of the sheet cakes
for people who might need a cake for a little
boy who’s having a birthday or something like
that. We might just happen to have one. And it
saves them $25.”

Although it seldom happens, some items
arrive damaged. But that doesn’t mean these
aren’t used, as well. While they aren’t fit for
human consumption, Wilkinson said they will
often be given to farmers who can feed them
to their livestock.

He said he was “amazed” the first time the
delivery truck arrived with such a large
amount of product.

“I don’t know what they did before we got
the food banks,” he said. “They had to have
just thrown it away.”

Although the Wilkinsons started the area
program last winter, they are no longer as
actively involved, leaving much of the work to
volunteers like Gaidelis and Barbara Egbert.
However, John Wilkinson said he and his wife
hope to get back to it soon.

Egbert said the couple deserved a lot of
credit for the program’s success.

“They are very humble people, and they
have worked so hard with this,” she said.

Wilkinson said he’s glad to see the program
flourish.

“We figured one day that it’s more than 100
families that (the program) touches,” he said.
“Barbara comes and gets between five and six
boxes of it, the Irene Food Bank gets boxes of
it. It’s just word-of-mouth. It’s filling a need that
the community has.”

Other communities are filling that need
now, as well, with Centerville and Beresford
establishing similar programs.

“People need this,” Wilkinson said. “In this
economy, it just fills the need, because every-
body is stretched so tight. Everybody is just
stretched paper-thin. I think it’s absolutely
wonderful that it’s here.”

Egbert agreed. “This program is such a
blessing,” she said.

People who are interested either in receiv-
ing bread or volunteering to help with packing
or distribution are encouraged to contact
Egbert at 267-4336.

TRAVIS GULBRANDSON/P&D
Bread Ministry volunteer Barbara Egbert helps to sort through
boxes of bread Tuesday morning in Wakonda. The Bread
Ministry provides area residents with the opportunity to
receive various kinds of baked goods at no charge.

Bread Ministry Distributes
Baked Goods To Many In Area

“People need this. In this econ-
omy, it just fills the need, because
everybody is stretched so tight.
Everybody is just stretched paper-
thin. I think it’s absolutely won-
derful that it’s here.”

JOHN WILKINSON

Partners in Policymaking Funds Available

ervices
enterFederal Credit Union

•Great Service • Low Rates • Convenience
The Credit Union...It’s Where You Belong!
Yankton • Springfield • Parkston • www.scfcu.net

“We like the way we are treated here. 
Very business-like and courteous.”

Darrell & Marilyn

2407 Broadway • Yankton, SD

Calvary Baptist
is excited to offer

Two Worship Services
starting Sunday, August 22nd

Please join us as we worship together.

1st Service – 9:00 a.m.
2nd Service – 10:45 a.m.

Sunday School for all ages during 
the 10:45 a.m. service.

Lifetime Learning Helps Communities


