www.yankton.net

NATION/
WORLD

US Says Israel,
Palestinians To Talk

WASHINGTON (AP) — Secretary of
State Hillary Rodham Clinton says
Israel and the Palestinians have agreed
to resume stalled direct peace negotia-
tions in Washington early next month.

She made the announcement at the
State Department on Friday with spe-
cial Mideast peace envoy George
Mitchell at her side.

The breakthrough marks a small but
important step toward easing tensions
in the Middle East.

Clinton said the talks are to begin
Sept. 2, hosted by President Barack
Obama. She said the hope is that a
comprehensive peace agreement can
be reached within one year. The lead-
ers of Egypt and Jordan also have
been invited to attend the first session.

Stocks Slide As
Malaise Gontinues

NEW YORK (AP) — Stocks have
closed moderately lower as investors’
pessimistic view of the economy deep-
ens.

Investors are finding little reason to
buy. Friday has brought no new reports
to offset the previous day’s disappoint-
ing news that growth in the domestic
economy continues to slow.

Oil prices have fallen again on wor-
ries that future demand will wane if eco-
nomic growth remains tepid. Energy
stocks were among the worst perform-
ers, including oil companies Chevron
Corp. and ConocoPhillips.

The Dow Jones industrial average
is down 57, or 0.6 percent, at 10,213.
The Standard & Poor’s 500 index is
down 3, or 0.4 percent, at 1,071. The
Nasdaq composite index is up less than
a point at 2,179.

Losing stocks were ahead of gain-
ers on the New York Stock Exchange
by almost 3 to 2. Volume came to 1.1
billion shares.

Jordan Killer Believes
He Will Go Free

LILLINGTON, N.C. (AP) — A man
convicted of killing Michael Jordan’s
father believes he will one day walk
free, saying a report this week indicates
evidence was wrongly withheld in his
case.

Daniel Andre Green said in an inter-
view Friday with The Associated Press
that he has been working for the past
14 years to prove he’s innocent of the
killing. He sees hope in a report this
week that found investigators mishan-
dled evidence in his case and dozens
of others.

Green insists he had nothing to do
with the killing of James Jordan in
1993. He said that he was not present
when Jordan was murdered and that he
only worked to help cover up the crime
because a close friend asked him for
help.

That friend, Larry Demery, testified
against Green at the trial in 1996.
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Imam’s Tour Gomes Amid Mosque Furor
What’s around ground zero

A plan to build an Islamic center near the former World Trade Center has

BY RACHEL ZOLL
AP Religion Writer

NEW YORK — The furor over
the planned mosque and Islamic
center near ground zero has put
Imam Feisal Abdul Rauf in a curi-
ous position: At the same time he
is being vilified in the U.S. for
spearheading the project, he is
traveling the Mideast on a State
Department mission as a symbol
of American religious freedom.

Some of the imam’s American
critics said they fear he is using
the taxpayer-funded trip to raise
money and rally support in the
Muslim world for the mosque.

“I think there is no place for
this,” said the Rev. Franklin
Graham, who is the son of evangel-
ist Billy Graham and opposes the
Islamic center and mosque. “Can
you imagine if the State
Department paid to send me on a
trip anywhere? The separation of
church and state — the critics
would have been howling.”

At his first event Friday in the
Persian Gulf state of Bahrain, Rauf
refused to discuss the uproar over
plans for the community center
two blocks from the World Trade
Center site. State Department
spokesman P.J. Crowley has said
Rauf understands that he cannot
solicit funds for the project on his
15-day tour.

The $100 million, 13-story proj-
ect is modeled after the YMCA and
Jewish Community Center. Rauf
and his wife, Daisy Khan, a co-
leader of the project, have a long
record of interfaith outreach and
insist the center will promote
moderate Islam.

Opponents have condemned
the plan as an affront to families
who lost loved ones on Sept. 11,
2001, and the sensibilities of a
nation still dealing with the
wounds of the attacks. Some crit-
ics have accused Rauf of quietly
harboring extremist views. The
dispute has sparked a national
debate on religious freedom and
American values and is becoming
an issue on the campaign trail
ahead of the midterm elections.

In New York, Khan said organiz-
ers are sticking with their plan and

created an uproar about its propriety. A look at what is in the neighborhood:
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are not considering scaling it back
or changing locations.

“Dropping the plan is definitely
not an option at all,” she told The
Associated Press in a telephone
interview Friday.

Rauf has not commented on
the controversy since it erupted
earlier this summer.

During his visit to Bahrain, he
led Friday prayers at a neighbor-
hood mosque near the capital city
of Manama, then said that radical
religious views pose a security
threat in both the West and the
Muslim world.

“This issue of extremism is
something that has been a nation-
al security issue — not only for
the United States but also for
many countries and nations in the
Muslim world,” Rauf said. “This is
why this particular trip has a great
importance.”

He also said he has been work-
ing on a way to “Americanize

5. St. Peter’s Catholic Church
6. Dunkin’ Donuts

7. Burger King

8. 8t. Paul's Chapel

® 2010 MCT

Islam.” He provided no specifics
but noted that different interpreta-
tions of the faith have emerged
over the religion’s 1,400-year exis-
tence.

“The same principles and ritu-
als were everywhere, but what
happened in different regions was
there were different interpreta-
tions,” he said. “So we recognize
that our heritage allows for re-
expressing the internal principles
of our religion in different cultural
times and places.”

This is Rauf’s fourth U.S.-spon-
sored trip to the region, according
to the State Department. He trav-
eled twice to the Mideast in 2007
during the administration of
President George W. Bush and
once earlier this year. As part of
his latest trip, Rauf will also visit
Qatar and the United Arab
Emirates during Ramadan to talk
about Muslim life in America.
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BY MARTIN CRUTSINGER
AP Economics Writer

WASHINGTON — Nearly half
of the 1.3 million homeowners
who enrolled in the Obama
administration’s flagship mort-
gage-relief program have fallen
out.

The program is intended to
help those at risk of foreclosure
by lowering their monthly mort-
gage payments. Friday’s report
from the Treasury Department
suggests the $75 billion govern-
ment effort is failing to slow the
tide of foreclosures in the United
States, economists say.

More than 2.3 million homes
have been repossessed by
lenders since the recession
began in December 2007, accord-
ing to foreclosure listing service
RealtyTrac Inc. Economists
expect the number of foreclo-
sures to grow well into next year.

“The government program as
currently structured is petering
out. It is taking in fewer home-
owners, more are dropping out
and fewer people are ending up

Nearly 50 Percent Leave
Mortgage-Aid Program

in permanent modifications,”
said Mark Zandi, chief economist
at Moody’s Analytics.

Besides forcing people from
their homes, foreclosures and
distressed home sales have
pushed down on home values
and crippled the broader hous-
ing industry. They have made it
difficult for homebuilders to
compete with the depressed
prices and discouraged potential
sellers from putting their homes
on the market.

Approximately 630,000 people
who had tried to get their month-
ly mortgage payments lowered
through the government program
have been cut loose through
July, according to the Treasury
report. That’s about 48 percent
of the those who had enrolled
since March 2009. And it is up
from more than 40 percent
through June.

Another 421,804, or roughly
32 percent of those who started
the program, have received per-
manent loan modifications and
are making their payments on
time.
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secondary line activations do not qualify. Must be a customer for 30 consecutive days to receive credit. Depending on the customer’s bill cycle, credit may be applied to either the first or second bill after qualifying activation. Offer not available to business, Residential Wireless or
prepaid customers. Certain restrictions apply. See representative for complete details. May be discontinued at the discretion of Alltel. Rebate: Phones & data card applicable rebates available for a limited time, while supplies last, with activation of a qualifying rate plan. Rebate
will be in the form of a VISA gift card. Limit 1 rebate per qualifying purchase. Phone may be returned within 15 days of purchase. If mail-in rebate certificate has been submitted, Alltel will refund the purchase price less the rebate amount. Sales tax calculated based on full price of
unactivated equipment. See rebate certificate for details. Phone & Data Card Details: Qualifying Alltel rate plan, a new 2-yr. service commitment & credit approval required. $25 non-refundable activation fee applies per line.$200 early termination fee may apply per line. Coverage
limited to the Alltel network & roaming partners. See map at alltel.com for details. Data Usage Details: Data usage is calculated per kilobyte rather than for airtime used. You may be disconnected & lose your data session at any time. In addition to the data transmission charges, you
will be charged for other applications, at the rates specified at the time of access or download. Tethering smart devices to a computer requires an additional charge. Canadian Data Usage: Canadian data usage is charged in addition to any standard data rate plan, except Extended
Wireless Internet. For Wireless Internet Cards, BlackBerry devices, smartphones & wireless handsets with Unlimited Data Minutes or a tether feature, usage is billed at $0.003/kilobyte. Canadian data usage is rated by session, & is rounded up to the next penny; multiple sessions
rounded up may resultin a total cost slightly higher than $0.003/kilobyte. Data usage on wireless handsets that do not have Unlimited Data Minutes or a tether feature will be converted to minutes of use at the Canadian Roaming rate, which is subject to change. Smart Choice Pack
Requirement: All new or existing customers activating or upgrading to a smart device, including the BlackBerry Curve 8530, are required to purchase & maintain a Smart Choice Pack of $69.99 or higher/mo for the duration of their contract in order to qualify for the in-contract phone
price. Add Lines Free: Offer not applicable on bundled Wireless Internet Plans. Valid on qualifying, newly-activated secondary lines only. New & existing post-paid customers may add up to four (4) secondary lines for the new additional lines only. New 2-yr service agreement &
$25 non-refundable activation fee required for each new additional line in conjunction with phone promotion. Customer must remain on a qualifying plan throughout duration of three-month promotional period. Three Months Free is only for the monthly access charge for each new
additional qualifying line, according to your rate plan. Customer may be billed for a prorated portion of rate plan charges in the first bill following activation. Free access begins upon the first day of the first bill cycle following activation. Upon the fourth bill cycle following activation,
each additional line reverts to the applicable monthly access charge, according to your rate plan. Offer may be discontinued at the discretion of Alltel. Unlimited My Circle Text: Unlimited My Circle texting, picture & video messaging is available to qualifying new & existing
customers on eligible My Circle calling plans $79.99 & higher. Unlimited My Circle & Alltel Mobile-to-Mobile texting are available to all lines associated with the eligible primary account. Mobileto- Mobile applies to messaging between Alltel customers only. Instant Messages are
not unlimited & are not included in unlimited messaging to customer’s designated Circle numbers or other Alltel customers. Each Instant Message sent &/or received is charged against your plan, even when the conversation is occurring with another Alltel Customer or designated
Circle number. Unlimited messaging to Alltel Customers and Customer’s Circle numbers are limited to Text, Picture & Video only. Designated numbers must match primary account holder’s selected 10-digit My Circle voice numbers, be within the U.S & not be texting short codes.
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