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AREA DIGEST

USD Women Second, Men Third In

Great West Cross Country Poll

NAPERVILLE, Ill. — The Great West Conference cross country
coaches have selected the University of South Dakota to finish sec-
ond on the women’s side and third on the men’s side at the 2010
GWC Championships, the league announced Wednesday. Both pre-
season polls are identical to the 2009 championship finishes.

The Coyote women tallied 56 points for second place behind
Utah Valley with 64 points, while North Dakota was third with 47.
The USD women finished second at last fall’s championship meet
behind first-team All-GWC honors from Ramsey Fitzsimmons
(Yankton) and second-team accolades from Sigornie Pfefferle.
Fitzsimmons has since graduated, but Pfefferle will return for her
sophomore season this fall.

On the men’s side, USD finished third in the preseason poll
with 45 points after Seattle (56) and Utah Valley (61). Ethan
Marquardt earned second-team All-GWG honors to lead the Coyote
men to a third-place team finish at last fall's championship meet,
and returns for his sophomore season this fall.

The 2010 GWC Championships will be hosted by Texas-Pan
American on Oct. 30 in Edinburg, Texas. The men run at 8 a.m. CT
followed by the women at 8:45 a.m. CT. The Coyotes begin their
season at the Creighton/UNO Classic on Sept. 4.

Augie Women’s Football Clinic Saturday

SIOUX FALLS — The Augustana football program will host its
annual women'’s football clinic on Aug. 28 from 5 p.m. to 9 p.m. at
the Fellows’ Presidential Residence and Kirkeby-Over Stadium.
Viking players and coaches will be on hand to instruct interested
women in the game of football.

The event will begin at the Augustana Fellows’ Presidential
Residence (located up the hill from Kirkeby-Over Stadium) and
move to the stadium shortly thereafter.

For more information and to register, go online to
www.goaugie.com.

Yankton Tailgate Party Saturday

RAPID CITY — There will be a pregame tailgate party for
Yankton fans traveling to Saturday’s season-opening football game
at Rapid City Central.

The tailgate party begins at 3 p.m., with the football game
beginning at 5:30 p.m. Those wishing to attend are asked to bring
their own hot dogs to be grilled.

For more information, contact Steve Sternhagen at 660-0776.

Gazelles, Pats Play To Draw

SIOUX FALLS — The Yankton Gazelles recorded their second
tie to open the season, playing to a 1-1 draw with Sioux Falls
Lincoln in a high school girls’ club soccer game Tuesday night in
Sioux Falls.

Riley Paulsen scored for Yankton 30 minutes into the game.
Lincoln got on the board 40 minutes into the contest.

Yankton got strong defensive play from Audie Fuks and Angie
Dvorak, while Brandi Broekemeier, Katie Callaghan and Maggie
Bisgard had solid games at midfield. Rachel Ruffinott was strong at
outside-midfield.

Courtney True recorded seven saves for the Gazelles, while
Katie Greenway had three.

Dickinson St. Atop DAC Preseason Poll

DICKINSON, N.D. (AP) — Defending Dakota Athletic
Conference football co-champions Dickinson State and Minot State
sit one and two in the preseason coaches poll released Wednesday.

The Blue Hawks received five first-place votes to edge Minot
State for the top spot. The Beavers got the other three first-place
votes.

Black Hills State was third in the poll, followed by Jamestown
College, South Dakota Mines, Valley City State, Dakota State and
Mayville State.

Saturday Night Mixed Meeting Aug. 29

The Saturday Night Mixed Fall meeting will be held Sunday,
Aug. 29 at 7:30 p.m. at Yankton Bowl.

At the meeting, the schedule will be finalized, rules will be dis-
cussed and other information will be provided. All league members
and prospective league members are encouraged to attend.

For more info, contact secretary-treasurer Jan Putnam at 661-
1174 or by e-mail at saturdaynitemixed@hotmail.com.

Co-Ed Softhall League Forming

A fall co-ed softball league is forming, with games to be played
on Sunday afternoons at Sertoma Park.

The deadline for entries is Tuesday, Aug. 31.

For more info, contact Kathy Shelburg at 664-3778 or 661-
9483.

AREA CALENDAR

Thursday, August 26
GOLF, BOYS’ S.F. Christian Tourn. at Bakker Crossing, Sioux Falls
(Beresford, Dakota Valley, Elk Point-Jefferson, Parkston, Vermillion,
Wagner, 9 a.m.)

Friday, August 27

CROSS COUNTRY, PREP S.F. O'Gorman Inv. (YHS, 4 p.m.);
Beresford Inv. (Alcester-Hudson, Beresford, Dakota Valley, Elk Point-
Jefferson, Freeman, Freeman Academy, Irene-Wakonda, Parker, Vermillion,
Viborg-Hurley, 10 a.m.)

CROSS COUNTRY, MS S.F. O’Gorman Inv. (YMS, 4 p.m.)

GOLF, GIRLS’ Wakefield Inv. (Hartington, Hartington Cedar Catholic,
9a.m.)

FOOTBALL, PREP Bridgewater-Emery-Ethan at Freeman;
Clearwater-Orchard at Creighton; Hanson at Marion; Howard at Parker;
Humphrey St. Francis at Wausa; McCook Central-Montrose at Platte-
Geddes-Dakota Christian; Parkston at Sioux Valley; Randolph at Omaha
Nation; Tea Area at Bon Homme (KKYA-FM); Vermillion at Lennox (KVTK-
AM); Viborg-Hurley at Gayville-Volin (KVHT-FM)

GOLF, DAKOTAS TOUR Bobcat North Dakota Open at Fargo CC,
Fargo, N.D.

GOLF, BOYS’ Huron Inv. (YHS, 10 a.m.)

GOLF, GIRLS’ Wakefield Inv. (Crofton, 9 a.m.)

SOCCER, MEN’S MMC at Grace (4 p.m.)

SOCCER, WOMEN’S UM-Kansas City at USD (4 p.m.)

SOCCER, BOYS’ CLUB R.C. Stevens at Yankton (6 p.m.); Freeman
Academy at Hot Springs; Vermillion at Belle Fourche

SOCCER, BOYS’ CLUB JV R.C. Stevens at Yankton (4 p.m.)

SOCCER, GIRLS’ CLUB R.C. Stevens at Yankton (8 p.m.); Vermillion
at Belle Fourche

SOCCER, GIRLS’ CLUB JV R.C. Stevens at Yankton (6 p.m.)

TENNIS, GIRLS’ YHS/Aberdeen/Marshall at Brookings (1 p.m.)

VOLLEYBALL, COLLEGE Northern lllinois Tourn. (USD vs. College of
Charleston, 10 a.m.; USD vs. Oakland, 2 p.m.)

VOLLEYBALL, PREP Pierre at YHS (7 p.m.); Chamberlain at Platte-
Geddes; Centerville at Elk Point-Jefferson

VOLLEYBALL, JV Pierre at YHS (4:30 p.m.)

VOLLEYBALL, SOPH Pierre at YHS (5:45 p.m.)

VOLLEYBALL, 9TH Pierre at YHS (4:30 p.m.)

Saturday, August 28

CROSS COUNTRY, PREP Mitchell Inv. (Avon, 10 a.m.)

FOOTBALL, PREP YHS at R.C. Central (6 p.m. CT, KYNT-AM, KVHT-
FM)

GOLF, DAKOTAS TOUR Bobcat North Dakota Open at Fargo CC,
Fargo, N.D.

SOCCER, BOYS’ CLUB R.C. Central at Yankton (3 p.m.); Freeman
Academy at Custer; Vermillion at Sturgis

SOCCER, BOYS’ CLUB JV R.C. Central at Yankton (11 a.m.)

SOCCER, GIRLS’ CLUB R.C. Central at Yankton (1 p.m.); Vermillion
at Sturgis

SOCCER, GIRLS’ CLUB JV R.C. Central at Yankton (11 a.m.)

TENNIS, GIRLS’ Brookings Jamboree (YHS, 9 a.m.)

VOLLEYBALL, COLLEGE Northern lllinois Tourn. (USD vs. Chicago
State, 10 a.m.; USD vs. Northern lllinois, 2 p.m.)

VOLLEYBALL, PREP Huron at YHS (2:30 p.m.); Canton Tourn.
(Parker); Estelline Tourn. (Irene-Wakonda, Viborg-Hurley); Parkston Tourn.
(Parkston, Tripp-Delmont-Armour, Wagner); White Lake Tourn. (Marion);
Bon Homme at Avon; Dakota Valley at Council Bluffs Thomas Jefferson

VOLLEYBALL, JV Huron at YHS (noon)

VOLLEYBALL, SOPH Huron at YHS (1:15 p.m.)

VOLLEYBALL, 9TH Huron at YHS (noon)

Sunday, August 29

GOLF, DAKOTAS TOUR Bobcat North

Dakota Open at Fargo CC, Fargo, N.D.
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SCOREBOARD

American League

East Division
w Pct GB
New York 78 48 619 —
Tampa Bay 78 49 614 12
Boston 73 54 575 512
Toronto 65 60 .520 12 1/2
Baltimore 82 349 34
Central DIVISIOH
Pct GB
Minnesota 72 54 571 —
Chicago 68 57 .544 31/2
Detroit 63 64 496 91/2
Kansas City 54 73 42518172
Cleveland 50 75 .400211/2
West Division
W L Pt GB
Texas 71 54 568 —
Oakland 62 62 .500 81/2
Los Angeles 63 65 .492 912
Seattle 49 77 38922172

Tuesday’s Games

Detroit 9, Kansas City 1

Oakland 5, Cleveland 0

N.Y. Yankees 11, Toronto 5

Seattle at Boston, ppd., rain

Texas 4, Minnesota 3

Chicago White Sox 7, Baltimore 5

Tampa Bay 10, L.A. Angels 3
Wednesday’s Games

Kansas City 4, Detroit 3, 12
innings

Boston 5, Seattle 3, 1st game

L.A. Angels 12, Tampa Bay 3

Oakland at Cleveland, 7:05 p.m.

N.Y. Yankees at Toronto, 7:07 p.m.

Seattle at Boston, 7:10 p.m., 2nd
game

Minnesota at Texas, 8:05 p.m.

Baltimore at Chicago White Sox,
8:10 p.m.

Thursday’s Games

Oakland (Mazzaro 6-5) at
Cleveland (Masterson 4-12), 6:05 p.m.

Detroit (Scherzer 9-9) at Toronto
(R.Romero 10-7), 6:07 p.m.

Minnesota (Liriano 11-7) at Texas
(Cl.Lee 10-7), 7:05 p.m.

Baltimore (Arrieta 4-5) at Chicago
White Sox (E.Jackson 1-0), 7:10 p.m.
Friday’s Games

Kansas City at Cleveland, 6:05
p.m.

Detroit at Toronto, 6:07 p.m.

Boston at Tampa Bay, 6:10 p.m.

Oakland at Texas, 7:05 p.m.

N.Y. Yankees at Chicago White
Sox, 7:10 p.m.

Baltimore at L.A. Angels, 9:05
p.m.

Minnesota at Seattle, 9:10 p.m.

National League

East Division

W L Pt GB
Atlanta 73 54 575 @ —
Philadelphia 70 55 560 2
New York 63 62 .504 9
Florida 62 62 .500 91/2
Washington 53 73 42119172

Central Division

W L GB
Cincinnati 72 54 571 —
St. Louis 68 55 .553 21/2
Milwaukee 59 66 .472121/2
Houston 56 69 .448151/2
Chicago 53 74 417191/2
Pittsburgh 42 8 333 30

West Division

W L Pt GB
San Diego 75 49 605 —
San Francisco 71 56 559 5172
Colorado 66 60 .524 10
Los Angeles 64 62 .508 12
Arizona 49 77 389 27

Tuesday’s Games

POWER
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Chicago Cubs 5, Washington 4

Houston 4, Philadelphia 2, 16
innings

Pittsburgh 4, St. Louis 3

N.Y. Mets 6, Florida 5

L.A. Dodgers 5, Milwaukee 3

Colorado 5, Atlanta 2

San Diego 5, Arizona 0

San Francisco 16, Cincinnati 5
Wednesday’s Games

Colorado 12, Atlanta 10

Cincinnati at San Francisco, 3:45
p.m.

Chicago Cubs at Washington,
7:05 p.m.

Houston at Philadelphia, 7:05 p.m.

St. Louis at Pittsburgh, 7:05 p.m.

Florida at N.Y. Mets, 7:10 p.m.

L.A. Dodgers at Milwaukee, 8:10
p.m.

Arizona at San Diego, 10:05 p.m.
Thursday’s Games

Houston (W.Rodriguez 9-12) at
Philadelphia (K.Kendrick 8-6), 12:05
p.m.

L.A. Dodgers (Monasterios 3-4) at
Milwaukee (Gallardo 11-5), 1:10 p.m.

Arizona (l.Kennedy 7-9) at San
Diego (Correia 10-8), 5:35 p.m.

St. Louis (C.Carpenter 14-4) a
Washlngton (Zimmermann 0-0), 605

Florida (Ani.Sanchez 10-8) at N.Y.
Mets (Niese 8-5), 6:10 p.m.
Friday’s Games
St. Louis at Washington, 6:05 p.m.
Chicago Cubs at Cincinnati, 6:10
p.m.
Houston at N.Y. Mets, 6:10 p.m.
Florida at Atlanta, 6:35 p.m.
Pittsburgh at Milwaukee, 7:10

m.
L.A. Dodgers at Colorado, 8:10

m.
Philadelphia at San Diego, 9:05
p.m.
Arizona at San Francisco, 9:15
p.m.

WNBA Playoffs

CONFERENCE SEMIS (Best-of-3)

Wednesday, Aug. 25

Atlanta at Washington, 6 p.m.

Los Angeles at Seattle, 10 p.m.
Thursday, Aug. 26

Indiana at New York, 6 p.m.

San Antonio at Phoenix, 8 p.m.
Friday, Aug. 27

Washington at Atlanta, 6:30 p.m.

New York at Indiana, 7 p.m.
Saturday, Aug. 28

Phoenix at San Antonio, noon

Seattle at Los Angeles, 2 p.m.
Sunday, Aug. 29

x-Atlanta at Washington, 3 p.m.

ML Soccer
EASTERN CONFERENCE

W L T Ps GF GA
Columbus 12 5 4 40 31 20
NewYork 10 7 4 34 25 23
TorontoFC 7 8 5 26 22 25
Chicago 6 6 6 24 26 26
KansasCity 6 9 5 23 19 23
New England 6 11 3 21 20 33
Philadelphia 4 11 5 17 23 36

41 3 15 15 35

WESTERN CONFERENCE

W L T Ps GF GA
LosAngeles 13 4 4 43 32 14
Real Salt Lake11 4 6 39 36 16
FC Dallas 9 2 9 36 28 17
San Jose 8 6 5 29 22 20
Seattle 8 8 5 29 23 25
Colorado 7 6 7 28 22 21
Houston 6 10 5 23 27 33

final four tracks. Both drivers have won at Homestead.
Dixon, 95 points behind Power in the overall standings,
has a victory at Twin Ring Motegi in Japan and
Franchitti has won in Chicago, where Dixon has three
second-place finishes. Neither has won at Kentucky, but

Ganassi Racing has.

“It’s a fairly large deficit, but it's four tracks we've
run well on,” Franchitti said. “I don’t underestimate the
challenge at all. Will is going to be quite strong. People
are writing him off because of his lack of experience on
ovals, but he'll be right up there. We have to do a better
job and we'll be pushing 100 percent.”

Power’s goal is to win an oval race and the overall
title. He doesn’t have to win an oval race to get the title,

though.

All Power has to do is stay away from catastrophe,
run near the top and hope neither Franchitti nor Dixon
strings together two or three wins in the final four

races.

He’s done it all season on the road courses. Now it’s
time to show he can do it on the ovals.
“We've been thinking about it (the ovals) for weeks

— it’s going to be fun,”

said Clive Howell, Power’s

strategist. “I think he’s going to be good. He’s going to
shake that monkey and we'll be fine.”

MLB
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York played at Toronto later.

The Angels stopped a three-
game slide overall and a four-
game skid against the Rays at
home. They got outscored 14-6
in losing the first two games of
the series and came into the
finale 2-for-25 with runners in
scoring position.

NATIONAL LEAGUE

ROCKIES 12, BRAVES 10:
DENVER (AP) — The Colorado
Rockies overcame a nine-run
deficit, matching the biggest rally
in team history and stunning the
Atlanta Braves 12-10 Thursday
on Troy Tulowitzki’s go-ahead sin-
gle in the eighth inning.

Down 10-1 in the third
inning, the Rockies chipped away
against the NL East leader before
taking the lead with four runs in
the eighth.

Carlos Gonzalez hit a tying,
two-run single with two outs, and
Tulowitzki and Todd Helton fol-
lowed with RBI singles.

Colorado also came back
from nine runs down to beat
Florida 18-17 on July 4, 2008.
The NL record for the biggest
comeback is 11 runs, and the
major league mark is 12.

REDS 12, GIANTS 11, 12
innings: SAN FRANCISCO (AP)
— The Reds blew a nine-run
lead, then regrouped and rallied
past the Giants on Joey Votto’s
tiebreaking single in the 12th
inning.

The NL Central-leading Reds
took a 10-1 lead into the bottom
of the fifth before San Francisco
came hack. Aubrey Huff’s sacri-
fice fly capped a six-run burst in
the eighth that put the Giants
ahead 11-10.

A throwing error by third
baseman Pablo Sandoval in the
Reds ninth set up Paul Janish’s
tying single. Votto had four hits
and four RBIs, including his go-
ahead, two-out single off reliever
Barry Zito.

SOFTBALL, GIRLS’ CLUB Vermillion at
Yankton (DH, 12:30 p.m.)

SOFTBALL, GIRLS’ CLUB JV Vermillion at
Yankton (DH, 12:30 p.m.)

B Get Updates At Yankton
Online (www.yankton.net)

KYRT

Are you having problems filling
your.pill bar every week?

ChivasUSA 5 11 4 19 22 26

NOTE: Three points for victory,
one point for tie.
Saturday’s Games

FC Dallas at Columbus, 3 p.m.

Real Salt Lake at Toronto FC, 6
p.m.

Philadelphia at New England, 6:30
p.m.

San Jose at New York, 6:30 p.m.

Houston at Colorado, 8:30 p.m.

Kansas City at Los Angeles, 930
p.m.

Chicago at Seattle FC, 9:30 p.m.
Sunday’s Games

D.C. United at Chivas USA, 9 p.m.
Saturday, September 4

Kansas City at Philadelphia, 2:30
p.m.

Los Angeles at Chicago, 3 p.m.

Columbus at D.C. United, 6:30

m.
Seattle FC at New England, 6:30
p.m.
Toronto FC at FC Dallas, 7:30
p.m.
Chivas USA at Colorado, 8 p.m.
New York at Real Salt Lake, 8

p.m.
Sunday, September 5
San Jose at Houston, 7:30 p.m.

NFL Preseason

Thursday’s Games
St. Louis at New England, 6:30
p.m.
Indianapolis at Green Bay, 7 p.m.
Friday’s Games
Atlanta at Miami, 6 p.m.
Washington at N.Y. Jets, 6 p.m.
San Diego at New Orleans, 7 p.m.
Philadelphia at Kansas City, 7
p.m.
Saturday’s Games
Cleveland at Detroit, 4 p.m.
Cincinnati at Buffalo, 5:30 p.m.
N.Y. Giants at Baltimore, 6:30 p.m.
Jacksonville at Tampa Bay, 6:30
p.m.
Dallas at Houston, 7 p.m.
Tennessee at Carolina, 7 p.m.

Seattle at Minnesota, 7 p.m.

Arizona at Chicago, 7:30 p.m.

San Francisco at Oakland, 8 p.m.
Sunday’s Game

Pittsburgh at Denver, 7 p.m.
Thursday, Sept. 2

Buffalo at Detroit, 5:30 p.m.

Cincinnati at Indianapolis, 6 p.m.

New England at N.Y. Giants, 6
p.m.

Carolina at Pittsburgh, 6:30 p.m.

Atlanta at Jacksonville, 6:30 p.m.

N.Y. Jets at Philadelphia, 6:30
p.m.

Miami at Dallas, 7 p.m.

New Orleans at Tennessee, 7 p.m.

Baltimore at St. Louis, 7 p.m.

Tampa Bay at Houston, 7 p.m.

Chicago at Cleveland, 7 p.m.

Green Bay at Kansas City, 7 p.m.

Denver at Minnesota, 7 p.m.

San Diego at San Francisco, 9
p.m.

Seattle at Oakland, 9 p.m.

Washington at Arizona, 9 p.m.

Auto Racing

NASCAR SPRINT CUP

July 3 — Coke Zero 400 Powered
By Coca-Cola, Daytona Beach, Fla.
(Kevin Harvick)

July 10 — LifeLock.com 400,
Joliet, lll. (David Reutimann)

July 25 — Brickyard 400,
Indianapolis (Jamie McMurray)

Aug. 1 — Pennsylvania 500, Long
Pond, Pa. (Greg Biffle)

Aug. 8 — Heluva Good! Sour
Cream Dips at The Glen, Watkins
Glen, N.Y. (Juan Pablo Montoya)

Aug. 15 — Carfax 400, Brooklyn,
Mich. (Kevin Harvick)

Aug. 21 — Irwin Tools Night Race,
Bristol, Tenn. (Kyle Busch)

Sep. 5 — Emory Healthcare 500,
Hampton, Ga.

Sep. 11 —
Richmond, Va.

Sep. 19 — Sylvania 300, Loudon,

Richmond 400,

H.
Sep. 26 — AAA 400, Dover, Del.

Oct. 3 — Price Chopper 400,
Kansas City, Kan.
Oct. 10 — Pepsi Max 400,
Fontana, Calif.
Oct. 16 — NASCAR Banking 500,
Concord, N.C.
Oct. 24 — TUMS Fast Relief 500,
Martinsville, Va.
Oct. 31 — AMP Energy 500,
Talladega, Ala.
Nov. 7 — Lone Star 500, Fort
Worth, Texas
Nov. 14 — Arizona 500, Avondale,
Ariz.
Nov. 21 — Ford 400, Homestead,
Fla.
2010 Driver Standings
Kevin Harvick, 3,521
Jeff Gordon, 3,242
Kyle Busch, 3,170
Carl Edwards, 3,113
Denny Hamlin, 3,108
Tony Stewart, 3,107
Jeff Burton, 3,101
Matt Kenseth, 3,095
Jimmie Johnson, 3,077
10. Kurt Busch, 3,073
11. Greg Biffle, 3,055
12. Clint Bowyer, 2,920
18. Jamie McMurray, 2,820
14. Mark Martin, 2,819
15. Ryan Newman, 2,802
16. Kasey Kahne, 2,784
17. David Reutimann, 2,765
18. Dale Earnhardt Jr., 2,750
19. Juan Pablo Montoya, 2,728
20. Martin Truex Jr., 2,660

Transactions

BASEBALL
American League
CHICAGO WHITE SOX — Placed
LHP Matt Thornton and RHP J.J. Putz
on the 15-day DL. Recalled RHP Lucas
Harrell from Charlotte (IL). Reinstated
LH P Erick Threets from the 15-day DL.
MINNESOTA TWINS — Claimed
LHP Randy Flores off waivers from
Colorado. Transferred LHP Ron Mahay
to the 60-day DL.
FOOTBALL

©CONPOTA LN

National Football League

CAROLINA  PANTHERS —
Claimed OL Kirk Barton off waivers
from Denver. Waived OT Jason
Capizzi.

CLEVELAND BROWNS —
Claimed DL Travis Ivey off waivers
from Miami.

JACKSONVILLE JAGUARS —
Signed RB Kolby Smith. Waived LB
Kris Griffin.

MIAMI DOLPHINS — Placed G
Randy Thomas on the waived/injured
list.

MINNESOTA VIKINGS — Traded
CB Benny Sapp to Miami for WR Greg
Camarillo.

NEW ORLEANS SAINTS —
Signed LB K.C. Asiodu.

HOCKEY
National Hockey League

LOS ANGELES KINGS — Agreed
to terms with D Willie Mitchell on a two-
year contract.

TAMPA BAY LIGHTNING — Re-
signed RW Steve Downie to a two-year
contract. Signed D Randy Jones to a
one-year contract.

VANCOUVER CANUCKS —
Signed F Raffi Torres to a one-year
contract.

COLLEGE

ILLINOIS — Named Chester
Frazier men’s basketball graduate
assistant and video coordinator.

IOWA STATE — Announced the
resignation of men’s basketball admin-
istrative assistant Jeff Grayer.

MERCY, N.Y. — Named Sam
Golubov assistant baseball coach.

MISSISSIPPI STATE — Named
George Brooks men’s assistant bas-
ketball coach.

WINTHROP — Named Larry
McLaine athletic ticket manager, Clint
Chrysler pitching coach, Michelle
Carson assistant softball coach and
director of Terry Softball Complex and
Charlie Hart and Danielle Ribbons
assistant trainers.

NASCAR
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driver to cross the finish line and
celebrated as if he were the victor.

NASCAR disqualified him for
disobeying a black flag, Kevin
Harvick got the victory, and
Gordon was suspended for the next
day’s Sprint Cup Series race at
Pocono for his disregard of a
NASCAR directive.

Edwards, upon learning this
week that Gordon had entered this
year’s race, couldn’t help but laugh
out loud.

“That’s another guy we have got

to beat,” Edwards said. “Robby,
he’ll be going there for one thing
and one thing only. Marcos, t0o.”

It’s setting the stage for what is
expected to be one of the most
exciting races of the season, and
one many hope will get even better
beginning next year. Montreal is
scheduled on an off weekend for
the Cup Series this season, so many
of NASCAR’s top stars aren’t racing
on what is the final scheduled off
date of the year.

The race shifts to a Saturday
afternoon next August, with the
Cup Series scheduled to run the
next day in Michigan. Some believe
that could lure a few more Cup driv-
ers into the field.

But, there’s also a cry for
Montreal to land a date on the actu-

al Cup calendar some day. NASCAR
only has two road courses on its
current Cup schedule, at Sonoma
and Watkins Glen, and doesn’t take
its premier series outside the U.S.

Edwards believes the Cup Series
would be a tremendous success in
Canada.

“l was standing in Victory Lane
and we had just won the race last
year and the crowd was singing in
unison ... singing songs and cheer-
ing. [ had never seen anything like
it,” he said. “So if you had guys up
there, like Tony Stewart and you
know, Dale Earnhardt Jr. and people
like Richard Petty walking around, [
can'’t imagine.

“l assume the fans would be
very excited about that and [ don’t
think you can build enough seats.”

NFL

From Page 8

“We want to continue to address
a variety of issues before putting
together a specific proposal, which
our negotiating team will provide to
the union’s negotiating team,”
Goodell said. “There’s tremendous
support for it. Almost all the ques-
tions, all the discussions, are how
to do it in a way that’s fan friendly.”

Around the NFL, however, many
players questioned the wisdom of
making an already grueling season
even longer. At the very least, they
want more money — and several
proposed changes in the rules gov-
erning injured players, or adding an
extra bye week to deal with the
grind.

“With 16 games, every game is
important and therefore the fans
are very into it, the stadiums are
packed because they know if their
team loses, it pushes them further
and further away from making the
playoffs,” Cincinnati quarterback
Carson Palmer said. “I think if you
go to 18, each game kind of loses a
little bit of its significance.”

The players clearly expect to be
receive a bigger chunk of the multi-
billion-dollar NFL pie if they're
going to be putting their bodies on
the line in two more games that
count.

“Obviously the players want to

be compensated for two more
games,” San Francisco 49ers line-
backer Matt Wilhelm said. “That’s
the one thing the players have to
get met.”

They are also concerned about
an increased risk of injuries and
fret that it could shorten their
careers or increase the number of
health problems they endure after
retirement.

“I would vote to eliminate two
preseason games and then keep it
at a 16-game season because the
longer you're out there playing, the
more your body breaks down,”
Chicago Bears tight end Desmond
Clark said. “When you get into
December, you're like walking zom-
bies. You can't feel your joints.”

Cleveland Browns linebacker
Scott Fujita said the timing of the
proposal is odd, considering the
owners want the players to accept
a smaller share of the revenue in
the next labor agreement.

“They are asking you to play
more games and put yourself at
more risk, and they are also asking
us to take a pay cut,” he said.
“That’s a lot to ask. All those things
don’t make a whole lot of sense. We
need to sit down and talk through it
all and find out what it is they're
really trying to do and see if it
makes sense or not.”

But Kraft said the expanded sea-
son is the most obvious step to
bring in more money while the
economy is struggling.

“ really think going to an 18-
game season is critical to us getting

a labor deal,” he said. “There’s not
a lot ways in this economic envi-
ronment we can generate incre-
mental revenues. That’s the best
way.
“The other thing,” he added,
“our fans have said pretty loud and
clear they'd like us to have fewer
preseason games.”

Several players and coaches
have pointed out that having only
two preseason games would likely
make it more difficult for fringe
players to get enough of a look to
make the team.

Already, teams have been exper-
imenting with joint workouts in
training camp, believing those ses-
sions could help replace the short-
er preseason. This year, for
instance, the Atlanta Falcons
worked out with both New England
and Jacksonville.

“If it was a two-game preseason,
then the starters are going to see
most of that time because they've
got to get ready for the season, so if
you're third string, good luck,” said
Indianapolis  linebacker  Gary
Brackett, the Colts’ defensive cap-
tain. “When I was a rookie, I needed
every bit of those four games.”

But some figure it's a foregone
conclusion that the owners will get
their way.

“Personally, I don’t see how it
helps the game, or the quality of
the game,” said Barry Cofield, a
defensive tackle for the New York
Giants. “But if they demand it, they
will probably get it.”

GESHUNDHEIT!

If you've had cold symptoms for longer than a week,
you might have a sinus infection. Dr. Jeff Liudahl,

a sinus expert at Avera Yankton Ear, Nose and Throat,
offers treatment in a caring, family-friendly environment.

No referral is necessary, so call (605) 665-6820

today for an appointment.

We can fill your pill bars every 2 weeks
and deliver them to your home.
We even add labels to identify each pill.

ROGERS

FAMILY PHARMACY
“A tradition of trust’
218 West 4th Street ® Yankton, SD 57078 ¢ (605) 665"8042

AM 1450

MORNING

Jeff Liudahl, MD

COFFEE
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7:40 AM
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THRU FRIDAY
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