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 Bordered on the South by the Missouri River, 
 Yankton County has played an integral part in South 
 Dakota history. 1861 heralded the first territorial 
 government, with the City of Yankton being 
 designated the capital of Dakota Territory. 
 Steamboat trade flourished and in 1873 the first 
 railroad line connected Yankton and Sioux City, 
 Iowa.

 The County was named for the Yankton band of 
 the Sioux Indians. History suggests that Meriwether 
 Lewis and George Rogers Clark were the first white 
 men to set foot on Yankton County soil. Pelagie 
 LeBarge is the first known white woman to journey 
 to Yankton County, arriving in 1847 with her 
 husband, a steamboat captain. Joseph R. Hanson 
 was the first settler in 1859. 1961 also witnessed 
 the first official newspaper, “The Weekly Dakotan”, 
 being published. The first school, held in the home 
 of Dr. Abram Van Osdel, opened in December of 
 1862. Governor Howard selected Yankton County as 
 the site for the state insane hospital in September 
 of 1878. Yankton City and County lost the fight to 

 retain the status of Territorial Capital in 1883 and 
 the capital was moved to Bismarck, ND. The rich 
 history of the County is preserved through many 
 landmark buildings, historical sites and the written 
 word.

 Yankton County Departments provide various 
 services to its residents including law enforcement, 
 emergency medical services, emergency and 
 disaster services, zoning administration, road and 
 bridge maintenance and construction, 4-H and 
 youth development, property assessment, GIS 
 mapping and mobile home licensing, tax collection, 
 accounts receivable and financial investments, poor 
 relief, veterans’ services, property transfers, lien and 
 plat recording, housing historical County records, 
 elections, budgeting, accounts payable and voter 
 registration. 

 The County also provides operating funds to the 
 Community Health Office, Contact Center, Soil 
 Conservation office, Mental Illness Board, Lewis & 
 Clark Behavioral Center, Dakota Territorial Museum 
 and the Center.

 History of Yankton County

 Y a n kton  C ou n ty G overn m en t Bu ild in g
 Do n n a  Fren g, Bru ce Jen sen , M a rk  Jo hn so n , Ga rry M o o re, 
 Allen  Sin cla ir, Lo is Eli, K a ren  Fa erber, Pa tricia  Ho jem , Pa u la  
 Jo n es, M ichelle An d erso n , Pa m ela  M a rcha n d , Ta m a ra  
 Seitzin ger, Rita  Sta n a ge, Pa tty Va vra , Jo hn  Billin gs, Erich 
 Jo hn k e, Pa m ela  M cBrid e, La u ra  Swen so n , Du d ley Ha a rsa ger, 
 Pa u l Helgerso n , Da n iel W a gn er, M a tthew Archer, Na n cy 
 Bro ck m o ller, M ichelle Go ek en , Lo ri M a ck ey, Glen d a  W a d d ell, 
 Ro berta  Zim m erm a n , Bria n  Hu n ho ff, Jeff M u eller, M a llo ry 
 W ried t, Cha rles Ha ffn er, W a yn e Hespe, Jo yce Sta hleck er, 
 M elisa  Sm ith, Richa rd  Ha ro , Gregg K irk la n d , Stephen  La cey, 
 Jero ld  So rbel, Sha n n o n  Pa vel, La u ren  Fo sheim , Da n ielle 
 M cFa rla n d , Christin e Po spishil, La Da w n  Rem in gto n , An d res 
 Ren teria , Su za n n e Tessier, Am a n d a  Rehu rek , Jo seph Hea ly, 
 Tho m a s Schra m m , Da n iel W a gn er, Alm a  Fra n k lin , Pa trick  
 Ga rrity, Cha rles Gilso n , Do u gla s Hevle, Ca rll K retsin ger, 
 Da rwin  Tessier, Jo hn  Ha rper, K risti Schu ltz, Bu tch Beck er, 
 Sco tt Po spishil, Ra y Go ed en , Pa u l Da n n er, Tim o thy En gle, 
 Steven  Herm a n so n , Lee Rettig, Pa u l J. Scherschligt, Britta n ie 
 Ferd en , Desiree An d erberg, Lo n ie Ern esti, To n ya  Red erick , 
 Jen n ifer Ad a m so n , K elly Sta n a ge, Do n n a  M a d so n , Liz Lyn ch, 
 Dio n  Hen to  

 Y a n kton  C ou n ty S ta te’s Attorn ey’s Dep a rtm en t
 Ro bert W . K lim isch, Jo hn  P. Billin gs, Erich K . Jo hn k e, La u ra  Swen so n , 

 Pa m ela  M cBrid e, Chris Hea ly

 Y a n kton  C ou n ty S heriff’s Dep a rtm en t
 Sheriff Jim  Vla ha k is, Sgt. Cin d y Pfeifle, Ja iler Ro d d y Hein rich, Ja iler To n n a  Po ppe, Sgt. Ca ssa n d ra   Ra be, J.A. 
 Stew a rt Ho well, Ja iler Aa ro n  An d erso n , Ja iler Jo hn  Sla m a , C.D. Steve La rso n , Ja iler Sha n e Fiechu ck ,  Ja iler 
 Ed  Sa sse, Sgt. Clin t Clites, Ja iler Eva  Neu ha rth, Dep. Ro b Reu la n d , Dep. Tho m a s Deibert, Terry Bro o k  s, Jerry 
 Ja rvis, Sgt. Sco t W o o d m a n cy, Ja iler Llo yd  Ha n es, Dep. Den n is K lim isch, Sgt. Bra d  Sweso n , Ja iler Glen  n  
 An d erso n , Dep. Leslie Dra k e, Ja iler Chris M eier, Ja iler K im  Leo n a rd , Ja iler Greg M o ser, Ja iler Lily  Na gel

 Y a n kton  C ou n ty Hig hw a y Dep a rtm en t
 Ala n  P. So ren sen -Highw a y Su perin ten d en t, Du a n e H. Ba gsta d , W illia m  Bo d en , Ra n d y S. Bo ese, 
 Pa tricia  J. Da vies, Ga ry L. Gu thm iller, Ra n d y L. Hla va c, Tho m a s L. Hu n ho ff, Da n iel J. M a tcha , 
 Du a in e R. Pa lu , Jo hn a tha n  D. Pa lu , Ga rth A. Pa u lsen , Ed w a rd  J. Sed la cek , M icha el Sed la cek , 
 Tim  T. Sherm a n , Den n is E. Stibra l, M icha el L. Tweed y

 Y a n kton  C ou n ty EM T’s
 Bria n  Bla a lid , Co rey Briest, Derek  A. Co llin s, Tro y C. 
 Co wm a n , Ca therin e R. Cu k a , Ja red  D. Dro tzm a n , 
 Ad a m  D. Frick , Jo e A. Gill, Sha ri L. Gu sta d , Steven  W . 
 Ha w k in s, Jill M . Ja m es, Rya n  R. K a iser, Jo hn  E. K ra ft, 
 K en d ra  K ru eger, Glen  H. La n ge, Ja m ie L. La rso n , Da ryl 
 R. M a d sen , Teresa  L. M a d sen , Da ryl M icha el, Tin a  M . 
 M o n teith, Arica  K . Nick les, M a rk  A. Nick les, Ta m a ra  A. 
 Ped ersen , Bo n n ie Peterso n , Da n iel C. Pren d a ble, Jea n  
 M . Scherschligt, Alicia  Schm id t, M icha el J. Slo wey, 
 Etha n  A. Sm ith, Do n a ld  G. Su in g, Bria n  A. Ta ck e, 
 Ra n d y L. W ebert, An ita  L. W eila n d , Etha n  J. Y o u n g

 Rich in History Rich in History Rich in History
 Abundant in Service


