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President Barack Obama takes the oath as the 44th U.S. President with his wife, Michelle, by his side at the U.S. Capitol in Washington, D.C., Tuesday. More than a million
people crammed into the Washington Mall Tuesday to witness the history-making inauguration.

Before a jubilant crowd of more
than a million, Barack Hussein
Obama claimed his place in history
as America’s first black premdent,

summoning a dispirited nation to unite in
hope against the “gathering clouds and
raging storms” of war and economic woe.
On an extraordinary day in the life of
America, people of all colors and ages
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favorite presidents, Abraham Lincoln.

“Barack Obama’s theme is ‘A New Birth of
Freedom,” which is similar to Lincoln,” she said.

Locals Watch New Era Begin

“Obama is going to use Lincoln’s Bible for his
swearing-in, and no other president has used that

Bible.”

She also noted the intense security measures

surrounding Tuesday's ceremony.

and those who have lost their jobs.

waited hours for the inauguration ceremony and a

RANDY DOCKENDORF/P&D
Mount Marty College students gathered around a television in Whitby Hall Tuesday to watch the
inauguration of Barack Obama as the nation’s 44th president.

The third graders showed their own curiosity,
asking questions about what was unfolding on the
screen. For some of the young students, they
imagined themselves running for high office some-

Korbin Conn said he would like to run for pres-
ident. If elected, he would like to help the poor

Wyatt Jorgensen said he was happy to be
watching Tuesday's event by television rather
than in person. He noted the huge crowds that

waited for hours Tuesday in frigid temper-
atures to witness a young black man with
a foreign-sounding name take command of
a nation founded by slaveholders. It was a
scene watched

Associated Press Story EURESEIEUIN]
SRR L by many mil-
y Jennifer Loven lions — per-

haps billions —

around the world.

“We gather because we have chosen
hope over fear, unity of purpose over con-
flict and discord,” the nation’s 44th presi-
dent said.

The presidency passed to Democrat
Obama from Republican George W. Bush
at the stroke of noon, marking one of
democracy’s greatest gifts: the peaceful
transfer of power.

But a stark transfer all the same. In one
of the new administration’s first acts,
Obama ordered federal agencies to halt all
pending regulations until further review —
this after Bush'’s final weeks raised heated
debate over rushing new rules into effect
on the way out the door.

And even though new White House

SAUL LOEB/POOLMCT
President Barack Obama
talks with former
President George W.
Bush while waiting to
escort Bush to the presi-
dential helicopter out-
side the U.S. Capitol, fol-
lowing Obama swearing-
in as the 44th U.S. presi-
dent in Washington, DC,
Tuesday.
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aides struggled to find offices and work
intercoms, an overhauled www.white-
house.gov Web site was running under
Obama’s banner within minutes of his
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The estimated value of building per-
mits issued by Yankton County and the
City of Yankton decreased in 2008.

The estimated value of Yankton
County building permits dropped 28 per-
cent to $13.7 million last year. Meanwhile,
the city numbers were down slightly from
$21.1 million in 2007 to $20.1 million in
2008.

“The thing in 2008 that really hit home
was that November and December were
down substantially from last year,” said

Yankton Community
Development Director
Dave Mingo. “Last year's
November and
December were near
record levels. We had a

. | number of permits come

1.

A total of 428 permits
were issued in 2008.

The number of sin-
gle-family homes built in Yankton
dropped from 40 in 2007 to 34 in 2008.
The average value of those homes
dropped from $192,000 in 2007 to

Mingo

$175,000 in 2008.

“People are being more conservative
with the size of the houses they're build-
ing,” explained City Building Official Joe
Morrow.

If twin homes and apartments are
counted, Yankton had 72 residential units
built in 2008, which is just above the 10-
year average of 71.5 units.

New commercial projects and commer-
cial additions or remodels accounted for
almost $8 million of the city’s total esti-
mated valuations for 2008, which was
actually up from the previous year.

Looking ahead to 2009, city officials
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City, Yankton County Permit Valuations Down In 2008

said there is reason to be optimistic. The
estimated value of building permits
issued so far this month have already
exceeded those of January 2008, accord-
ing to Morrow.

“As far as 2009 is concerned, if the
school district projects, the city fire sta-
tion and the city park shop move forward
— there is $10 million right there,” added
Mingo. “We basically have our own local
government stimulus package.”

The Yankton School District has
approved the issuance of $7.05 million in
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We are excited to announce
our new Head Teacher Mrs.
Jami Stevens. She comes to us
with 12 years of teaching
experience, 9 of those in
Christian education.

“ am very excited to be part
of the St. John's Preschool
Team and look forward to

meeting students and parents
soon,” says Jami.

Call to reserve your class!

(605) 665'7337 www.stjpreschool.org

Mon-Fri -

St. John's Lutheran Preschool Openings for 2011/2012

Pre-K 12:30-3pm

Tues/Thurs - 3 year olds

Mon/Wed/Fri -

Morning class — 8:45-11:15am
Afternoon class - 12:30-3:00pm

Classes begin Monday, August 22nd.

INSIEIMEEVEIE SR St. John's Lutheran
Church & Preschool

4 & 5 year olds
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Brokaw: People
Always Greatest
Attraction For
Yankton

BY TOM BROKAW
For the Press & Dakotan

Although Meredith and ['ve been gone
from Yankton for almost a half century our
friends in New York and other worldly
places never let us forget our roots. When
the floods hit this spring my email lit up
with messages. “Is everything OK in Yank-
ton?” they wanted to know.

[ assured them Yank-
ton has been through
worse and will survive
this as well. On those oc-
casions and many others |
am reminded of how
much the Mother City has
meant as a kind of corner-
stone in our lives.

Well before the
Brokaws moved to Yank-
ton in 1955 we had an attachment to it as
our shopping, medical and sports desti-
nation. We were living in Pickstown,
where the Ft. Randall Dam was under
construction and Yankton, some 60 miles
away, was an oasis in our corner of the
prairie.

My dad, Red, bought my first bicycle
at a hardware store on Third street. We
thought the annual appearance of the
Shrine Circus at Nash Gym was the local
equivalent of opening night at the Metro-
politan Opera. The Junior High Relays
were rites of spring and Riverside Park
was the first baseball field I saw with a
grass infield.

Red drove the school bus to Yankton
so the Pickstown team could see the “B”
regionals at Nash Gym, which I remember
as a loud, smoky space with a much
larger floor than the postage stamp gyms
in Avon, Armour or Platte where we
played so many games.

When we settled in Yankton for the be-
ginning of my sophomore year there were
more students in study hall than had
been enrolled in all of Pickstown High
School and I was momentarily anxious I
may get lost in the crowd.

But the community was so welcoming
and helpful all the Brokaws quickly knew
this would be “home” after many moves
around the state.

When I return now and drive down
Third [ can see in my mind’s eye the bus-
tle of Saturday, shopping days, when
everyone came to down to buy some-
thing or just look. [ clerked at Hanny’s
Men’s Wear and we were well aware that
if we didn’t make the sale the customer
had three other men’s stores to choose
from.

[ started summer mornings with a
freshly baked Danish from Logsdon’s
Bakery and finished many a summer
night with a cold one at O’Malley’s after
my stint as a KYNT disc jockey.

Kip’s Blue Moon, the Tastee Freeze
corn dogs, K’s Potato Chips, a late cup of
coffee and a burger at the Presto, save up
for a steak at Happy Jack’s or the Black
Steer. I've had five star meals all over the
world and my palate can still recall the
Yankton offerings.

Mother and Dad never had a better
time than a Saturday night at the Elk’s
with other couples from the white collar
and blue collar community, a highball or
two, dancing and a late supper.

As I remind my friends, Yankton has a
rich western history as an important stop
for Lewis and Clark, the establishment of
the territorial capital, the founding of
Yankton College and Sacred Heart as a
school, convent and hospital.

However, the great attraction of Yank-
ton has always been the people who chose
to make it their home and to call it that
even after they left. There are too many of
singular accomplishment to list them all
but I am sure they agree that it was the
community’s commitment to education, a
common pride in accomplishment and an
investment in the future that gave them
the confidence to take their place in a
wider world.
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