
 Sign up for CitizenReady ®

         Personal Preparedness Training
 Take this training course to help you and your family prepare 

 for a disaster or public health emergency.

 W hen properly prepared,  individual citizens can play an effective role in local 
 emergency planning and response. The CitizenReady pilot is a basic course that will 
 empower you and your family to develop a “citizen responder” state of mind. 

 H osted by the American Medical Association  and the National Disaster Life 
 Support™ (NDLS™) Training Center in South Dakota, the CitizenReady course will 
 cover:

 • Tools to create a household disaster plan
 • Critical items to include in an emergency supply and first aid kit
 • Specific documents and important things to bring with you in case of an emergency

 Be prepared, register today!
 S ign up by Friday, August  1 9  by  e –mailing CitizenReady@ama-assn.org or by calling 
 (888) 62 7 – 5895 to attend one of two pilot courses listed at right.

 A s a thank you for your participation,  a meal will be provided and you will receive 
 $20 in Yankton Bucks if you choose to participate in a follow – up research study. 
 Space is limited so register early!

 R emember, disasters can strike without notice.  Being prepared before they occur is 
 an important step to ensuring you and your family’s safety.

 This training is supported by Grant 
 # R 1 8TP000320 entitled, “A Health Security 
 Card for Disasters and Public Health 
 Emergencies” from the Centers for Disease 
 Control and Prevention (CDC), Office of 
 Public Health Preparedness & Response. 
 Contents of this flier are solely the responsibility 
 of the project team and do not represent the 
 official views of the AMA or the CDC.

 Session 1: Yankton
 8:30 a.m. –  1 1:30 a.m.
 Thursday, August 25
 Yankton Area Senior Center
 900 Whiting Drive

 Session 2: Yankton
 5:30 p.m. – 8:30 p.m.
 Thursday, August 25
 Elks Lodge #994
 504 W. 27th Street

Friday, 8.12.11
ON THE WEB: www.yankton.net

NEWS DEPARTMENT: news@yankton.net8A PRESS DAKOTANthe world

Some Rural Flights Heavily Subsidized
On some days, the pilots with Great Lakes Airlines fire up a

twin-engine Beechcraft 1900 at the Ely, Nev., airport and depart for
Las Vegas without a single passenger on board. And the federal
government pays them to do it. 

Federal statistics reviewed by The Associated Press show that
in 2010, just 227 passengers flew out of Ely while the airline got $1.8
million in subsidies. The travelers paid $70 to $90 for a one-way
ticket. The cost to taxpayers for each ticket: $4,107. 

Ely is one of 153 rural communities where airlines get subsidies
through the $200 million Essential Air Service program, and one of
13 that critics say should be eliminated from it. Some call the
spending a boondoggle, but others see it as a critical financial life-
line to ensure economic stability in rural areas. 

Steve Smith, executive director of the Jackson, Tenn., airport
authority, also has seen empty or near empty flights take off, since
the airlines get paid per flight, not per passenger. The subsidy
amounted to $244 for each of the 2,514 people who flew out of
Smith’s airport last year, though few if any passengers knew that. 

“They fly the empty plane so they can still get the money,”
Smith said. 

Witnesses Say Coalition Helicopter Was On Fire 
KABUL, Afghanistan (AP)  — Afghan children retrieved sou-

venir-sized pieces of a helicopter shot down by the Taliban in east-
ern Afghanistan where witnesses on Thursday described seeing the
chopper burst into flames and break apart before falling from the
sky, killing 30 U.S. troops and eight Afghans. 

Coalition forces finished recovering the victims’ remains and
big sections of the wreckage. Yet small, twisted pieces of the Chi-
nook CH-47 remain scattered on both sides of a slow-flowing river
in Wardak province where it crashed before dawn Saturday. 

Farhad, a local resident, told Associated Press Television News
that the helicopter was shot down by a rocket-propelled grenade
fired from a nearby knoll as it was preparing to land. 

“As soon as it was hit, it started burning,” he said, standing in a
field still littered with small pieces of the chopper, including a part
of a scorched rifle stamped “Made in Germany” and a piece of
charred paper with typewritten first aid instructions. 

“After it started burning, it crashed. It came down in three
pieces,” he added. “We could see it burning from our homes.”  

Face Transplants Allow Return To Normal Life 
They savor pizza and burgers, no longer frighten children, and

many of them can walk the streets without people knowing they
have someone else’s cheeks, nose, lips and skin. People who have
had face transplants increasingly are going public, helping to trans-
form an operation that six years ago was daredevil theory into one
that is widely accepted. 

At least 18 face transplants have been done around the world,
starting with a French woman mauled by her dog in November
2005, said Dr. Maria Siemionow, at Cleveland Clinic. She did the first
face transplant in the U.S. in December 2008. 

Brigham and Women’s Hospital in Boston has done three this
year alone. The U.S. Department of Defense is providing money for
more of these surgeries in Cleveland and Boston in hopes of help-
ing soldiers disfigured in battle. The University of Pittsburgh plans
to offer face transplantation soon. 

“It isn’t mainstream yet. It’s a last resort surgery,” said Michael
Cunningham, a psychologist at the University of Louisville, a pio-
neer in hand transplantation. But the face transplant experience so
far shows that “there were a lot of naysayers and worries that just
didn’t seem to come to pass,” he said. 

On Thursday, the Boston hospital released a photo taken last
month of Charla Nash, a Connecticut woman mauled by a chim-
panzee. She had a face transplant in May. 

Patches May One Day Monitor Patients’ Hearts
WASHINGTON (AP)  — One day monitoring a patient’s vital

signs like temperature and heart rate could be as simple as sticking
on a tiny, wireless patch, sort of like a temporary tattoo. 

Eliminating the bulky wiring and electrodes used in current
monitors would make the devices more comfortable for patients,
says an international team of researchers who report their findings
in Friday’s edition of the journal Science. 

“What we are trying to do here is to really reshape and redefine
electronics ... to look a lot more like the human body, in this case
the surface layers of the skin,” said John A. Rogers of the Univer-
sity of Illinois. “The goal is really to blur the distinction between
electronics and biological tissue.” 

The researchers embedded electronic sensors in a film thinner
than the diameter of a human hair, which was placed on a poly-
ester backing like those used for the temporary tattoos popular
with kids. The result was a sensor that was flexible enough to move
with the skin and would adhere without adhesives. 

The researchers said the devices had remained in place for up
to 24 hours. Rogers said in a briefing that, while normal shedding
of skin cells would eventually cause the monitors to come off, he
thought they could remain in place as long as two weeks. 

Statue Of Liberty To Close For Yearlong Repairs
NEW YORK (AP) — The Statue of Liberty will close for a year at

the end of October as it undergoes a $27.25 million renovation that
will make the interior safer and more accessible, U.S. Secretary of
the Interior Ken Salazar announced Wednesday.

The renovations are limited to the monument, and Liberty Is-
land will remain open and the statue itself will be mostly unob-
structed from view, officials said in a statement. 

Tegan Firth, a spokeswoman for Statue Cruises, which on an av-
erage Saturday during the summer ferries about 18,000 people to
Liberty Island, said the renovation won’t have a significant impact
on visitation. 

“The entire experience of visiting these national landmarks of
the United States remains absolutely the same,” she said.  

The National Park Service, which manages the Statue of Liberty
National Monument and Ellis Island, said it will close the monu-
ment on Oct. 28, after the 125th anniversary of its dedication. 

It will be closed the following day, and workers from Joseph A.
Natoli Construction Corp., of Pine Brook, N.J., will install “code-
compliant” stairways and upgrade electrical and fire suppression
systems, elevators and bathrooms. 

The National Park Service told The Associated Press in August
2010 that it would close the statue’s crown to upgrade the stair-
wells and improve safety at Lady Liberty.

North Texas’ 100 degree streak ends
DALLAS (AP) — The Dallas-Fort Worth area’s streak of 100-de-

gree days is over — just two shy of the record set in 1980.
After the region watched temperatures soar going all the way

back to July 2, clouds moved in Thursday afternoon and some
parts even got a little rain. 

National Weather Service meteorologist Dan Shoemaker said
Dallas-Fort Worth hit a high of 97 at 5:33 p.m. Thursday after after-
noon cloud cover that allowed temperatures to drop into the 80s
earlier in the day.

That means the 100-degree streak is over at 40 days, just miss-
ing the 1980 record of 42 days consecutive days of triple-digit tem-
peratures.

Two Space Shuttles Meet Nose-To-Nose
CAPE CANAVERAL, Fla. (AP) — NASA’s retired space shuttles

are trading places.
In a rare nose-to-nose encounter, Discovery and Endeavour met

outside the shuttle hangar Thursday at Kennedy Space Center in
Florida.

Discovery moved into the hangar and Endeavour went to the
Vehicle Assembly Building.

The switch was necessary for NASA to continue preparing both
spaceships for their future homes. Discovery will head next spring
to a Virginia hangar belonging to the Smithsonian Institution. En-
deavour will then be transported to the California Science Center
in Los Angeles.

BY APRIL CASTRO
Associated Press

AUSTIN, Texas — Texas Gov. Rick Perry is
running for president, a spokesman confirmed
Thursday, a move certain to shake up the race
for the GOP nomination much to the delight of
conservatives looking for a candidate to
embrace.

Perry spokesman Mark Miner said the gov-
ernor would make his intentions known on Sat-
urday while visiting South Carolina and New
Hampshire just as most of his presidential ri-
vals compete in a test vote in Iowa.

Official word of Perry’s entrance into the
race came just hours before eight candidates,
including GOP front-runner Mitt Romney, were
to appear on stage during a nationally tele-
vised debate.

It wasn’t much of a surprise. The longest-
serving governor in Texas history has flirted
with a presidential run since spring and has
spent the past few months courting Republi-
cans in early voting states and laying the
groundwork for a campaign. He met privately
with potential donors from California to New
York and gave rousing speeches to party faith-
ful, casting himself as a fiscally responsible so-
cial conservative.

His intentions became even clearer over
the past few days when officials disclosed that
he would visit an important trio of states, a
campaign-like schedule timed to overshadow
the debate and the Iowa straw poll and, per-

haps, wreak havoc on a field led by Romney.
Perry’s nascent presidential campaign is

not expected to rest after this weekend’s
launch. Rep. Frank Guinta, R-N.H., confirmed
that he’s scheduled to meet privately with
Perry next Wednesday. He also confirmed a
separate meeting with the first-in-the-nation
primary state’s only Republican senator, Kelly
Ayotte.

Neither has decided whom to endorse, but
both have been courted heavily by the presi-
dential field.

Unlike others in the race, Perry has credi-
bility with the at-times warring camps of the
GOP’s primary electorate. The pro-business
tax-cutter who has presided over Texas’ recent
economic growth also is a devout social con-
servative with deep ties to some of the na-
tion’s evangelical leaders and Christians who
dominate the pivotal Iowa caucuses.

But Perry also has never run a national
campaign before, and it’s unclear whether his
Texas swagger and sometimes unorthodox
policy positions will sit well with GOP primary
voters outside his state. Another open ques-
tion is whether he can raise the money neces-
sary to mount a strong campaign against those
who have been in the race for months or
more.

He may face fierce opposition from secular
groups and progressives who argue that his re-
ligious rhetoric violates the separation of
church and state and that his belief that some
groups, such as the Boy Scouts of America,

should be allowed to discriminate against gays
is bigoted.

Within the Republican Party, Perry has ene-
mies among moderates who question his un-
derstanding of national and international
policy, including Sen. Kay Bailey Hutchison,
who ran against him for governor in a bitter
2010 primary race.

An early adopter of tea party rhetoric,
Perry even has some opponents in the move-
ment. They complain he hasn’t taken strong
enough stances on state spending and illegal
immigration, in part because as governor
Perry signed a law making Texas the first state
to offer in-state tuition to illegal immigrants
and blasted a proposed border fence as
“idiocy.”

But before he starts pumping up support-
ers and wooing detractors, Perry will need to
raise name recognition outside of Texas and
conservative circles along with funds to fill a
presidential campaign coffer. None of the
money he’s raised for Texas elections can be
used in a national race, so he is starting from
scratch.

The governor lags well behind previously
announced candidates in both campaign work-
ers and fundraising, mostly because he denied
any interest in the presidency until late May.
But the story he tells of having no interest in
higher office until friends and family persuaded
him to join the race adds to his carefully culti-
vated image as a Texas cowboy reluctantly rid-
ing into Washington to save the day.

SPOKESMAN: 

Gov. Perry Running For President

BY DANICA KIRKA
AND JILL LAWLESS
Associated Press

LONDON — Prime Minister
David Cameron said Thursday
that Britain would look to the
United States for solutions to
gang violence after nights of riots
and looting, and promised author-
ities would get strong powers to
stop street mayhem erupting
again.

Cameron told lawmakers he
was “acting decisively to restore
order on our streets,” as police
raided houses to round up sus-
pects from four nights of unrest
in London and other English
cities.

Steve Kavanagh, the deputy
assistant commissioner of Lon-
don’s Metropolitan Police, admit-
ted the force initially did not
deploy enough officers to control
the outbreak of violence, saying
“it is clear we did not have
enough numbers on duty to deal.”

Cameron also acknowledged
that police had been over-
whelmed by mobile groups of
looters in the first nights of the ri-
oting and said authorities were
considering new powers, includ-
ing allowing police to order thugs
to remove masks or hoods, evict-
ing troublemakers from subsi-
dized housing and temporarily
disabling cell phone instant mes-
saging services.

He said the 16,000 police de-
ployed on London’s streets to
deter rioters and reassure resi-
dents would remain through the
weekend.

“We will not let a violent few
beat us,” Cameron said.

Lawmakers were summoned
back from their summer vaca-
tions for an emergency session of
Parliament on the riots as govern-
ment and police worked to regain
control, both on the streets and in
the court of public opinion. Calm
prevailed in London overnight,
with a highly visible police pres-
ence watching over the capital,
but a sense of nervousness lin-
gered across the country.

During a session lasting almost
three hours in which he faced 160
questions from lawmakers,
Cameron promised tough meas-

ures to stop further violence and
said “nothing should be off the
table.” He said that included
water cannon and plastic bullets
— though senior police have said
they don’t feel the need to use
those at the moment. He also said
officials would look at “whether
there are tasks that the army
could undertake that would free
up more police for the front line.”

Cameron said he would seek
American advice on fighting the
street gangs he blamed for help-
ing spark Britain’s riots.

He told lawmakers that he
would look to cities like Boston
for inspiration, and mentioned
former Los Angeles, New York and
Boston Police Chief William Brat-
ton as a person who could help
offer advice.

Bratton said in a statement
he’d be “pleased and honored” to
provide services and counsel in
any capacity, adding that he loves
London and has worked with
British police for nearly 20 years.

Cameron told lawmakers he
wanted to look at cities that had
fought gangs “by engaging the po-
lice, the voluntary sector and
local government.”

“I also believe we should be
looking beyond our shores to
learn the lessons from others who
have faced similar problems,”
Cameron said.

He said the government, po-
lice and intelligence services were
looking at whether there should
be limits on the use of social
media sites like Twitter and Face-
book or services like BlackBerry
Messenger to spread disorder.

BlackBerry’s simple and
largely cost free messaging serv-
ice was used by rioters to coordi-
nate their activities, Cameron’s
office said.

Britain’s Home Office said it
planned to hold talks with police
chiefs, Twitter, Facebook and
Blackberry manufacturer Re-
search In Motion Ltd.

Facebook looks forward to
meeting with the home secretary,
the company said in a statement,
adding that it has taken steps in
recent days to ensure that any
credible threats of violence are re-
moved from the social networking
site.

BY DARLENE SUPERVILLE
Associated Press

HOLLAND, Mich. — Aligning
himself with a public fed up with
economic uncertainty and Wash-
ington gridlock, President Barack
Obama declared Thursday:
“There is nothing wrong with our
country. There is something
wrong with our politics.”

His toughly worded message
— he said there was frustration
in his voice, in case anyone
missed the point — came amid a
series of polls showing that peo-
ple are disgusted with political
dysfunction and are dispensing
blame all around, including on
Obama.

Obama aired his frustration
with the ways of Washington just
before pivoting to his re-election
campaign and a pair of big-money
fundraisers in New York City.

The president’s quick stop in
Holland, Mich., was his first offi-
cial trip outside of Washington
after he spent more than a month
in the nation’s capital dealing
with the debt debate. Obama said
Americans were right to be wor-
ried about the country’s 9.1 per-
cent unemployment rate and
fluctuations in the stock market.
The contentious and partisan
debt debate in Washington this
summer, he said, has done little
to help.

“Unfortunately what we’ve
seen in Washington in the last
few months has been the worst
kind of partisanship, the worst
kind of gridlock, and that grid-
lock has undermined public con-
fidence and impeded our efforts
to take the steps we need for our
economy,” Obama said after tour-
ing a factory that makes ad-
vanced batteries for
alternative-fuel vehicles.

A Washington Post poll re-
leased this week showed wide-
spread and deep discontent with
Washington. Nearly 80 percent
said they were dissatisfied with
the way the country’s political
system works, compared with 60
percent in November 2009. Sev-
enty-one percent said the federal
government is mostly focused on
the wrong things, up from 55 per-

cent in October 2010.
Both Obama and congres-

sional Republicans were targets
of unhappiness, with only 19 per-
cent of people polled saying that
Obama had made progress in
solving the country’s major prob-
lems, and just 10 percent saying
that about Republicans. At the
same time, 28 percent said
Obama had made things worse,
while 35 percent said congres-
sional Republicans had done
that.

Obama sought to channel the
public’s anger in order to avoid
being sunk by it himself. He
urged the public to tell Washing-
ton lawmakers they’d had
enough with the bickering and
stalemates.

“You’ve got to tell them you’ve
had enough of the theatrics,
you’ve had enough of the poli-
tics, stop sending out press re-
leases. Start passing some bills
that we all know will help the
economy right now,” he said.
“That’s what they need to do.
They’ve got to hear from you.”

House Speaker John Boehner,
R-Ohio, promptly responded with
a news release, calling the presi-
dent’s remarks “political grand-
standing” and urging him to
deliver on promises to outline
recommendations to rein in the
nation’s deficits.

The president has said he will
send those recommendations in
the coming weeks to a congres-
sional supercommittee tasked
with finding $1.5 trillion in sav-
ings. He also said on Thursday
that he’d be offering new propos-
als “week by week” to create jobs,
though he provided no details.

Despite Obama’s calls for ur-
gent action on the economy, Con-
gress has left Washington for its
August recess and Obama will
soon follow for his annual sum-
mer vacation in Martha’s Vine-
yard. But the president said he
saw little reason to call lawmak-
ers back to Washington.

“The last thing we need is Con-
gress spending more time arguing
in D.C.,” he said. “They need to
spend more time out here listen-
ing to you and hearing how fed up
you are.”

Obama: Something Is
Wrong With Politics

U.K.’s Cameron To Look To
U.S. For Anti-Gang Ideas


