
About a cupful was all he needed
so finding the pint containers
which looked like syrup made his
day and there was enough for fu-
ture thrashings if the tradition
continued.

The first thrashing session
was new territory for Mauch but
his mom and Henrietta’s folks
were there to give any advice and
how-tos needed. After all, they
were the professionals. 

This year Mauch and son
Mike only planted five acres of
oats and when it was ready, they
cut it with a binder. The binder
lets three bundles of oats, seeds
and stems, drop off at a time. It
takes six to eight bundles to
make shocks which are stood up
on end and scattered around the
field so they dry. The Mauch fam-
ily all chipped to help gather the
bundles and Mike said it only
took about three and one-half
hours to set the shocks from the
five acres. It takes about ten days
to two weeks for the bundles to
dry. In case of precipitation, the
shocks were brought home to
the Mauch barn so on the
planned date, the thrashing
event could be held.

More planning went into the
special occasion. This is an invi-
tation only event and invites
were sent to family, neighbors
and friends. In past years, as
many as 250 gathered to watch

the thrashing and celebrate after-
ward. The main dish has usually
been sloppy joes provided by the
Mauch family and everyone who
came was invited to bring a salad
and bars. 

Several cousins of the Mauchs
enjoyed the event and even a few
who had first hand experience
with thrashing a shock or two
were present for the day of old-
time fun.

“I’ve paid my dues,” said Jim
Steinhauser of Stuart who en-
joyed the event with his wife
Catherine under a tent pitched
by the Mauchs. Steinhauser‘s
mom was Ed Mauch’s sister and
he had many memories of the
Mauch home and thrashing. His
grandparents, who were also
Ed’s parents, lived with Ed and
his family and there were many
visits to the cousins. A nephew of
the Steinhausers, Dave Drobro-
volny, was also enjoying the
event. Drobrovolny of Newport
had memories of thrashing when
he was a small child and looked
forward to reliving the event last
Sunday.

Since the oat crop was bounti-
ful this year, the Mauch family
thrashed some of the harvest be-
fore the big day. It would have
made for a very long day for the
onlookers so they only thrashed
three hayracks of bundles.
Mauch estimated the crop made
90 bushels to an acre but it might
be a little light in weight.

There would be more fun after
the thrashing was over. Everyone
gathered at the Mauch home and
enjoyed mud volleyball, horse-
shoes and a moon walk house

was available for the kids. An ac-
cordion player, LeRoy Holhman
of Verdigre would entertain, too.

Mauch said all of his eight
children, six girls and two boys,
were home to help thrash except
for his oldest daughter who lives
in Vermont. The Mauchs also
enjoy 18 grandchildren and three
great-grandchildren.

An added activity for the
thrashing event this year was a
restored buggy which offered
rides in the alfalfa field while the
thrashers carried on. The double
bench buggy was originally
owned by the Mauch family and
was passed to the Schaefer fam-
ily in the Menominee neighbor-
hood; then to the Hoesing
neighbors; and about three or
four years ago, Mauch negotiated
a deal to get it back from Grace
Hoesing.

Over that time, Mauch com-
pletely restored the buggy. It was
a pile of pieces when he got it
but the running gear, axles and
shaft were in good shape. Inter-
estingly enough, Henrietta and
Hubert were at an auction and
they had a couple of seats for
sale which would work and he
purchased them. He recovered
them himself and carefully
painted the 100-year-old rig
which was finally back in the
family.

Mauch only found recently a
Welsh breed of horse which was
trained to pull a buggy in Alexan-
der, Minn., so he purchased that
also.  

The fifth thrashing event may

be the last for Hubert and Henri-
etta to organize. Son Mike is the
farmer and landowner now and
there is some hope the tradition
will carry on.

“Sure I love thrashing,” said
Mike with a big smile knowing
he’s glad he doesn’t have to do it
this way anymore. “I hope to be
able to continue this in five
years. It’s a good time for family
and neighbors.” 

Black Hills State University offers an Associate of Science degree in Advanced 
Manufacturing at the Regional Technical Education Center (RTEC). This high-quality 
program emphasizes advanced technical skills, along with management and leadership 
skills. This accredited degree program can be completed in two years, and 
prepare you to advance in manufacturing careers.

TECH 120  Smart Buildings Thurs. 5-8 pm
TECH 141 Manufacturing Technology Thurs. 4-7 pm
TECH 181 Safety Management Wed. 5-8 pm

TECH 212 CAD Mechanical Drafting Mon. 4-7 pm
TECH 341 Lean Concepts Thurs. 6:30-9:30 pm
TECH 387 Buildings Inspection I Thurs. 5-8 pm

Black Hills State University 

Register now for fall classes
in Yanktonin Yankton

To learn more or register for classes call Josh Svatos 605.668.5700 or visit www.BHSU.edu/Technology  

Fall Class ScheduleFall Class Schedule
REGISTER NOW—FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE AVAILABLEREGISTER NOW—FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE AVAILABLE

 319 Walnut, Yankton, SD  • 605-665-7811 • 1-800-743-2968 • www.yankton.net

 75 ¢   each

 150 th Anniversary Commemorative Edition

 Get your 80 page keepsake of this historic issue before they’re gone! 

 available 
 at the...

 Also a 
  GreatGift Idea!  $ 1 . 2 5 each

 or get one in a 
 keepsake bag for only...

 Friday, August 19, 2011
 2011 RIVERBOAT DAYS KIDDIE PARADE

 PARTICIPANT  WAIVER  FORM
 I,_________________________, state that I am the parent or legal guardian of________________, a mino r child, 
 I hereby give my consent for_____________________ to participate in the Kiddie Parade sponsored by 
 Yankton Riverboat Days, Inc. In considerations for my child or ward’s participation, I agree to waiv e any liabili -
 ties, claims, actions, damages, costs, or expenses which I or my child or ward or our assignees, suc cessors, or 
 heirs may have against Yankton Riverboat Days, Inc., as a group or as individual committee members,  directors, 
 volunteers or employees, which may arise out of my child or ward’s participation in the Kiddie Parad e. 

 BY  SIGNING  BELOW, I  ACKNOWLEDGE  THAT  I  HAVE  READ  AND  UNDERSTAND
 THIS  FORM, AND  I  REALIZE  THAT  BY  SIGNING  I  AM  RELEASING

 YANKTON  RIVERBOAT  DAYS, INC., FROM  ANY  LIABILITY.

 Dated this__________day of _________________________2011. __________________________________
 Signature

 LOCATION: Behind Farm Credit Services, 124 Walnut Street in Yankton.
 Bring registration to parade. For more information call 605-665-1657. E-mail to: office@riverboatday s.com

 Parade Begins at 5:30pm
 Begin lining up at 5:00pm

 2011
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 Monday, Aug. 15 th  • 5-9:00 pm
 Serving Broasted Chicken (extra chicken $1.50/piece),  

 Mashed Potatoes & Gravy, Corn on the Cob, 
 Cucumbers, Tomatoes & Dinner Rolls

 $8.00  per person •  $4.00  Children (6 & under)

 Members & Guests Welcome
 RSVP 665-3333 • Please note the Elks Kitchen will be closed Fri., Aug. 19.

 #994  504 W. 27th, Yankton

  Harvest Dinner Harvest Dinner Harvest Dinner
 Annual   Annual  Annual 

PAGE 8 PRESS & DAKOTAN ■ SATURDAY, AUGUST 13, 2011

$80 to $100 a week in fuel if we
went the long way around. That’s
really tough, especially in times
like these when people hold
down two jobs to survive.” 

Pischel doesn’t commute
alone, as he is joined by three or
four other commuters for his
boat ride. They boat from Nio-
brara, Neb., east to a stretch of
road that remains open. They
then pick up vehicles parked at
an intersection and cross Chief
Standing Bear Memorial Bridge
— which remains open for local
traffic — for the remaining 13
miles to Springfield.

Pischel and his “carpool”
work the overnight shift starting
at 10 p.m. Boating in the dark,
they take advantage of reflectors
left by another commuter to
show the deepest river and the
best route.

“By the time we get done, we
may use 10 vehicles to get to
work,” he said. “We started doing
this at the end of May, when the
flooding first started. I figured it
would last about a month, but it
got to be a lot longer than that.
We thought we would be done by
now.”

Still, when it comes to com-
muting, there’s something relax-
ing about life in the slow lane,
Pischel said. That’s especially
true when he comes home from
the overnight shift at 6 a.m.

“This summer, I have already
been on the river longer than I
ever have before,” he said. “It’s a
shame, because every morning
when we come home from work,

we think that we should be fish-
ing. But you’re tired and just
want to go home.”

Pischel also enjoys the view
on the boat ride home. “It’s just
absolutely beautiful, seeing the
sun rise on the (Chief Standing
Bear) bridge,” he said.

When boating to and from
work, Pischel also finds himself
sharing the “carpool lane” with a
variety of creatures.

“You see more wildlife than
you’re used to,” he said. “There
are more deer on the roads, and
there’s a lot of fish. You see these
little bitty fish. If you had a min-
now net, you could just haul
them in.”

Pischel could literally reach
out and touch some of the crea-
tures that have gotten used to
their human travelers.

“The muskrats don’t mind
sharing (the river) with you.
They’re within a few feet of you,”
he said. “There’s also the
beavers. The carp is so thick,
and you hear a lot of bullfrogs.”

On the other hand, Pischel
needs to stay alert for loose cat-
tails that can snag his boating
trip.

“There’s been a lot of loose
cattails floating down the river,
and they get your attention,” he
said. “It’s like someone grabbed
the bottom of your boat. It can
be rough at times. You just put
your motor in reverse and go on
your way.”

Overcoming the river is noth-
ing new for Pischel, who found
creative ways to reach Spring-
field before Chief Standing Bear
Memorial Bridge was con-
structed 13 years ago.

“I had just got my job with the
prison in 1998. The bridge was
supposed to be done in time for

the start of my job, but they
weren’t quite finished with it,” he
said. “Back then, I was younger
and more ambitious. I would take
my motorcycle, load it in the
boat, cruise across the river and
then ride into town and let the
boat sit on land.”

A couple of major differences
exist between the two times, Pis-
chel said.

“Back then, the river was al-
most too low (compared to
today’s flooding),” he said. “And
in ways, Springfield, South
Dakota, was a country that I had
never been to (before the bridge
was built). Now, I’m used to it
and know where I need to go.”

Not everyone has chosen to
navigate the river, Pischel said.
Some Nebraskans have rented
apartments in Springfield or
other communities rather than
make the daily commute, he said.

And then there are those who
travel the other direction, from
South Dakota to Nebraska, Pis-
chel said.

Steve Reynolds, who works
with the bike shop at the Spring-
field prison, created a bicycle
that raised his seat and pedals so
he could drive over water on
Highway 12, Pischel said.
Reynolds, a stock car driver,
travels to Niobrara so he can
motor over to races in Nebraska. 

For the most part, Pischel has
found the water-land combina-
tion working out pretty well.

“There have been some white
caps when the wind comes up,
and there is trash all over the
place,” he said. “But there really
haven’t been many problems.
You adjust to being out on the
river.”

While rumors speculated that
Highway 12 would open this

week, Pischel thinks his creative
commute will continue for some
time yet.

“I think this (road closure)
will go on for at least two more
weeks,” he said. “They aren’t
changing the river level (with the
Army Corps of Engineers’ re-
leases). How far will it take to get
the water inside the banks? It has
a long ways to go.”

While anxious to commute en-
tirely by dry land, Pischel said
he’ll miss the solitude that goes
with his twice-daily boat ride.

“You really want the flooding
to be done,” he said. “But as one
of the guys said, it’s also sad to
see some of these (peaceful)
things go away.”

BY LAND AND BY WATER
While Pischel commutes to

the prison for the graveyard
shift, fellow prison guards Jeff
Barta and Dustin Pischel —
Mark’s son — have used their
own creative ways of reaching
their daytime jobs from 6 a.m. to
2 p.m.

Barta, who lives at Niobrara,
tried traveling the long way to
work but quickly tired of the
grind.

“I drove a couple of times to
Yankton, but that’s an 85-mile
ride,” he said. “I could never stay
awake on the ride home. And I
was spending $30 a day for gas.”

Upon switching to the shorter
commute, Barta at first traveled
by kayak, first with a traveling
partner and now alone. Whereas
it normally takes about 15 min-
utes for Barta to travel from his
home to Springfield, he takes
about 30 minutes because of the
kayak ride.

“It’s worked out pretty good.

It’s probably a mile and a half to
get to the bridge, so I had to
leave at 4:30 (a.m.) to get to
work,” he said. “In the morning,
it was a nice trip, but in the after-
noon it was windy and took 10 or
15 minutes longer.”

A kayaker for 20 years, Barta
has generally found good condi-
tions on his recent commute. He
has run into some cross cur-
rents, and he watches for sand-
bars, debris, thick cattails and
submerged items.

“We were lucky. It was windy a
couple of days, and there were
white caps on the water,” he
said. “One morning was bad. But
otherwise, it was pretty good
weather.”

While he enjoys kayaking,
Barta said he became tired of the
daily trek to and from work.

“It was fun at first. Then, it got
to be kind of a drag,” he said. “It
was a workout, and you could
tell the difference (physically).”

At first, Dustin Pischel liter-
ally hit the road. He and a travel-
ing partner walked over the
submerged highway in hip
waders, with the water coming
up to their thighs.

“When this (flooding) all
started, we were walking in water
maybe two to three feet deep,”
Pischel said. “You were just try-
ing to keep the water out of your
waders.”

The fellow walker later took
another job and moved out of
the area.

Now, Pischel — who lives in
Verdigre — picks up Barta in his
buggy as they make a four-mile
detour south of Niobrara and
then scoot over the bridge. They
travel gravel roads and received
permission to cross pasture land
owned by Matt Colwell and

Kent Barta.
The detour adds five minutes

to the normal 20- to 25-minute
commute, Pischel said. That still
compares favorably to the 90
miles one way around Yankton or
Pickstown, he said.

“We did (the long route) for a
week, and then we realized it
wasn’t going to work,” he said.

There has been one drawback
to using the back roads — Pis-
chel has hit four deer in the past
month.

“We usually leave for work
around 4:30 or 4:45 (a.m.),” he
said. “I take the roads less trav-
eled, and every day I meet the
same vehicle each way.”

Traveling close to the ground,
Barta and Pischel notice many
things that they normally over-
look on their commute.

After two days of rain, they
ran into large numbers of
grasshoppers.  And they have be-
come accustomed to the sounds
of bullfrogs and hundreds of
thousands of chirping crickets.

The two men, who have each
worked at the prison for about a
decade, hope their current de-
tour ends by the summer’s end.
They figure they will still be tak-
ing the back roads into early Sep-
tember.

However, they say their love
of the area and their work more
than offsets the temporary in-
conveniences of this summer’s
creative commute.

“I love the job, and you do
what you’ve got to do,” Barta
said.

Pischel also can’t imagine an-
other job or home. “It’s beautiful
country. I love where I’m at. I
would hate to leave it.”
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