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Afghanistan: Suicide Bomber Attack Kills 22

CHARIKAR, Afghanistan (AP) — Six suicide bombers attacked a
governor’s security meeting in one of Afghanistan’s most secure
provinces, killing 22 people and driving home the point that the Tal-
iban is able to strike at will virtually anywhere in the country.

The governor of Parwan, a relatively peaceful eastern province just
30 miles north of Kabul, survived. He said he picked up an assault rifle
and shot at least one of the attackers dead from the waiting room of
his office.

Two other insurgents detonated their vests, causing most of the
deaths and burning part of the governor’s offices. Several cars were
wrecked by shrapnel and bullets. Broken glass and body parts littered
a charred lawn.

The bold daylight assault in Charikar follows a similar attack by sui-
cide bombers at a major Kabul hotel in June, and the downing of a U.S.
helicopter full of U.S. special operations troops only 35 miles away
from Kabul. The attacks in and close to the capital raise more ques-
tions about Afghanistan’s ability to defend itself as the U.S.-led coali-
tion hands more of the country over to its struggling forces.

Police said Sunday’s assault began outside the front gate, where a
car bomber set off an explosion that smashed through a wall of the
compound, allowing five other insurgents toting assault rifles and
rocket-propelled grenade launchers to enter. The attack interrupted a
provincial security meeting attended by Parwan Gov. Abdul Basir
Salangi, his police chief, intelligence director, a local army commander
and at least two NATO advisers.

Paul’s Presidential Bid Shaping 2012 Race

DES MOINES, lowa (AP) — Ron Paul, once seen as a
fringe candidate and a nuisance to the establishment,
is shaping the 2012 Republican primary by giving
voice to the party’s libertarian wing and reflecting
frustration with the United States’ international entan-
glements.

The Texas congressman placed second in a key
early test vote Saturday in Ames, coming within 152
votes of winning the first significant balloting of the
Republican nominating contest. Rep. Michele Bach-
mann of Minnesota won the nonbinding lowa straw
poll, but Paul’s organizational strength and a retooled
focus on social issues set him up to be a serious player in the cam-
paign.

“I believe in a very limited role for government. But the prime rea-
son that government exists in a free society is to protect liberty, but
also to protect life. And I mean all life,” he told a raucous crowd on Sat-
urday.

“You cannot have relative value for life and deal with that. We can-
not play God and make those decisions. All life is precious,” he said,
opening his remarks with an anti-abortion appeal to the social conser-
vatives who have great sway here in lowa’s leadoff caucuses.

Later Saturday, Paul won 4,671 votes, or roughly 28 percent of the
votes from party activists who flocked to a college campus for the day-
long political carnival

Paul

Syria Uses Gunboats To Crush City Uprising

BEIRUT (AP) — Syria used gunboats for the first time Sunday to
crush the uprising against Bashar Assad’s regime, hammering parts of
the Mediterranean coastal city of Latakia after thousands marched
there over the weekend to demand the president’s ouster. At least 25
people were killed, according to activists.

The coordinated attacks by gunboats and ground troops were the
latest wave of a brutal offensive against anti-government protests
launched at the beginning of the month. The assault showed Assad has
no intention of scaling back the campaign even though it has brought
international outrage and new U.S. and European sanctions.

“We are being targeted from the ground and the sea,” said a fright-
ened resident of the al-Ramel district of Latakia, the hardest hit neigh-
borhood. “The shooting is intense. We cannot go out. They are raiding
and breaking into people’s homes,” he added, speaking on condition of
anonymity for fear of reprisals.

As the gunships blasted waterfront districts, ground troops backed
by tanks and security forces stormed several neighborhoods including
al-Ramel, sending terrified women and children fleeing, some on foot,
to safer areas.

The al-Ramel resident said at least three gunboats were taking part
in the offensive, and that many people have been killed and wounded.
The shooting targeted several mosques in the area.

Woman Finds Windblown Blimp In Backyard

WORTHINGTON, Ohio (AP) — A 94-year-old Ohio woman who woke
up to discover that a breakaway blimp from a nearby airport had
landed in her backyard said she heard a bang during stormy weather
but didn’t realize what happened until police knocked on her door
about seven hours later.

The 128-foot-long blimp broke free of its moorings at a Columbus
airport during strong winds early Sunday, then drifted to the sky,
headed eastward and landed in Lillian Bernhagen’s backyard in Wor-
thington, less than two miles from Ohio State University’s Don Scott
airfield. No one was aboard and no injuries were reported.

The remnants of a battered blimp were draped over Bernhagen’s
picnic table and birdfeeders, covering half her backyard.

“Tlooked out the window and I said, ‘Wow!"” she said.

‘Apes’ Remains On Top With $27.5M Weekend

LOS ANGELES (AP) — Rebellious apes have held off Southern
maids for a narrow win at the weekend box office.

Studio estimates Sunday pegged “Rise of the Planet of the Apes” at
$27.5 million, good enough for its second-straight No. 1 finish. The
20th Century Fox release raised its 10-day domestic total to $104.9 mil-
lion.

The “Planet of the Apes” prequel came in just ahead of “The Help,”
a drama about Mississippi maids during the civil-rights movement that
debuted at No. 2 with $25.5 million. “The Help,” a DreamWorks release
distributed by Disney, has taken in $35.4 million domestically since
opening Wednesday.

The Warner Bros. horror sequel “Final Destination 5,” the latest in
the franchise where death stalks victims who had been fated to die
earlier, opened at No. 3 with $18.4 million.

OBITUARIES

His funeral service is at 11
a.m. Wednesday at Our Savior’s
Lutheran Church, Springfield,
with burial in the Springfield
Cemetery.

Visitation is 5-7 p.m. Tuesday
at Crosby-Jaeger Funeral Home,
Springfield.

Sidney Engman

ELK POINT — Sidney E. Eng-
man, 93, of Elk Point died Friday,
Aug. 12, 2011, at Prairie Estates
Care Center in Elk Point.

Funeral Mass is at 11 a.m.
Thursday at St. Agnes Catholic
Church, Vermillion, with Fr. Don-

DECISION 2012

GOP Race Jolted By lowa, Perry

BY THOMAS BEAUMONT
Associated Press

AMES, lowa — The 2012 Republican presi-
dential race lurched into a new phase Saturday
as lowans weighed in for the first time on their

expanding field of presidential hopefuls, picking

Michele Bachmann as their top choice for the
GOP nomination. Halfway across the country
latecomer Texas Gov. Rick Perry formally en-
tered the race, declaring: “America is not bro-
ken. Washington, D.C. is broken.”

Together, the events were certain to reshuf-

fle the race to face President Barack Obama. Ex-

actly how was anybody’s guess, as the
candidates sought an early validation that they
have widespread appeal, with those further be-
hind in the pack hoping to gain momentum and
avoid increased questions over their campaign
viability.

A slew of Republicans are seeking the
chance to challenge Obama next fall for the
leadership of a country facing a recent down-
grade in its credit rating, high unemployment
and Wall Street tumult. And, from Iowa to South
Carolina on Saturday, several of those candi-

dates used their perches before GOP activists in
two critical early voting states to castigate the
Democratic incumbent and offer themselves as
the answer to an ailing America.

“We are going to make Barack Obama a one-
term president,” Bachmann declared to cheers
on the campus of lowa State University during a
daylong political festival. A few hours later, she
learned she won the lowa straw poll and said:
“This is the very first step toward taking back
the White House!”

Bachmann — the tea party favorite with a
following among evangelicals who make up the
GOP base in lowa and elsewhere — got more
than 28 percent of the 17,000 votes cast in the
nonbinding exercise. It provides clues about
each candidate’s level of support and campaign
organization five months before the lowa cau-
cuses kick off the Republican primary season.

Texas Rep. Ron Paul, who has support
among libertarian-leaning voters, came in a
close second. Former Minnesota Gov. Tim Paw-
lenty was looking for a strong showing to boost
his struggling campaign, but fared a distant
third, raising questions about the future of his
candidacy.

“We have a lot more work to do,” Pawlenty
said, suggesting he wasn’t dropping out despite
the disappointing finish. “We are just begin-
ning.”

Former Pennsylvania Sen. Rick Santorum
was fourth, followed by businessman Herman
Cain. Perry — who wasn't on the ballot but was
written-in by supporters — came in sixth, just
ahead of GOP front-runner Mitt Romney, the for-
mer Massachusetts governor who didn’t com-
pete in the straw poll. Also on the ballot but
barely registering support: former Utah Gov.
Jon Huntsman and former U.S. House Speaker
Newt Gingrich of Georgia.

The results are hardly predictive of who will
win the state’s winter precinct caucuses but the
outcome can shape the race for the months
ahead.

With the victory, Bachmann is all but certain
to get a jolt of momentum just as Perry seeks to
infringe on her base of tea party and evangelical
support. She also made clear that she has a
strong get-out-the-vote operation and a wide
volunteer base in a state whose caucuses re-
quire those elements.

President Hits Road For Political
Counteroffensive This Week

BY STEVEN R. HURST
Associated Press

WASHINGTON — President
Barack Obama launches a political
counteroffensive this week,
weighed down by withering sup-
port among some of his most ar-
dent backers, a stunted economy
and a daily bashing from the slew
of Republicans campaigning for his
job.

“We've still got a long way to go
to get to where we need to be. We
didn’t get into this mess overnight,
and it’s going to take time to get
out of it,” the president told the
country over the weekend, all but
pleading for people to stick with
him.

A deeply unsettled political
landscape, with voters in a fiercely
anti-incumbent mood, is framing
the 2012 presidential race 15
months before Americans decide
whether to give Obama a second
term or hand power to the Republi-
cans. Trying to ride out what
seems to be an unrelenting storm
of economic anxiety, people in the
United States increasingly are voic-
ing disgust with most all of the
men and women, Obama included,
they sent to Washington to govern
them.

With his approval numbers slid-
ing, the Democratic president will
try to ease their worries and sus-
tain his resurrected fighting spirit
when he sets off Monday on a bus
tour of Minnesota, lowa and Illi-
nois. The trip is timed to dilute the
GOP buzz emanating from the Mid-
west after Republicans gathered in
lowa over the weekend for a first
test of the party’s White House
candidates. The state holds the na-
tion’s first nominating test in the
long road toward choosing
Obama’s opponent.

“You have just sent a message
that Barack Obama will be a one-
term president,” Minnesota Rep.
Michele Bachmann told elated sup-
porters minutes after winning Sat-
urday’s lowa straw poll, essentially
a fundraising event that also tests
a candidate’s organizational and fi-
nancial strength. She spent heavily
and traveled throughout the state
where she was born, casting her-
self as the evangelical Christian
voice of the deeply conservative
small government, low tax tea
party wing of the party.

So Bachmann won the test vote
and Democrats probably rejoiced
that her ultraconservative voice
gained strength among Republican

contenders. But at the same time,
the contest to challenge Obama in
November 2012 grew even more
jumbled. While the voting was
under way in Ames, lowa, Republi-
cans had to shift their gaze halfway
across the country to South Car-
olina, where Texas Gov. Rick Perry
made a cleverly timed entrance
into the race.

Like Bachmann and all the
other candidates, he ravaged
Obama. Perry said the president

Obama’s Midwestern itinerary

1. Monday, Aug. 15 Air Force One
lands at Minneapolis-St. Paul airport
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3. He holds another town hall
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ald Imming officiating. Burial will

follow in Calvary Cemetery, Ver-
million.

Visitation begins at 6 p.m.
Wednesday, with a Scripture
service beginning at 7 p.m., at the
church.

For obituary and online con-
dolences, visit hansenfuneral-
home.com

Unique...

be just as special’

Catherine Rollag

SPRINGFIELD, Mo. — Cather-
ine Starr Rollag, 67, of Springfield,
Mo., and formerly of Yankton,
died Saturday, Aug. 13, 2011, at
St. John’s Hospital, Springfield,
Mo.

Arrangements are pending
with Wintz & Ray Funeral Home
and Cremation Service, Yankton.
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Joel Hanson MEMORIALS

SPRINGFIELD — Joel T. Han-

that was just who he was.

Shouldn’t his memorial
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1609 Broadway @ Yankton, SD @ 605.665.3052

Visit us on-line at: www.lukenmemorials.com

Home Office & Carving Center

Member

was presiding over an “economic
disaster,” in a declaration that
stole some of Bachmann’s political
thunder and undercut the front-
runner status of former Massachu-
setts Gov. Mitt Romney, who didn’t
compete in the lowa test vote.
Perry clearly cast a broad shadow
across the Republican contest.

Obama, expecting the political
shelling he would take, fired pre-
emptively in his weekly radio and
Internet address to the nation on
Saturday. He told listeners that it
was the Republicans running for
president and serving in Congress
who were at work crushing voters’
hopes and dreams.

The question for Obama and
his backers remains: Will he sus-
tain the counterattack? Of late,
he’s been seen by even his most
staunch supporters as too ready to
retreat from critical ground when
confronted by intransigent Repub-
licans.

Working in Obama’s favor, how-
ever, is a Republican Party still
struggling to find a presidential
candidate who lights a fire with
voters.

But Obama’s re-election could
be in peril for lack of a strong mes-
sage about what he will do to lift
the country out of economic
malaise and political deadlock.

Polls show voters hold both
parties to blame for the stunted
economic recovery, an unseemly
political fight over raising the limit
on U.S. borrowing, an anemic deal
to cut the government deficit, the
subsequent and unprecedented
downgrade of the country’s credit
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Ouwr Thioughts #nd
Prayens sbe With Them

Our care and concern does not
end with the funeral service. This
week we remember with family
and friends the anniversary of the
deaths of:

Alvin Guthmiller
who passed away on
August 15,2010

Frances Peterson

who passed away on
August 18,2010

Joel Oaks
who passed away on
August 20,2010

This remembrance is brought to you free
of charge. If you have a loved one you
would like remembered, contact us at

Opsahl-Kostel Funeral Home & Crematory.

Guiding and serving families with compassion and trust.

uneral Home & Crematory, Yankton

rating, wild stock market gyrations
and an unemployment rate stuck
above 9 percent.

In the face of that reality,
Obama is tacking to put some wind
in his re-election sails, apparently
convinced that he can gather
speed by turning up the attack on
Congress.

$800 per person -

Ind. Officials:
‘Fluke’ Wind
Gust Toppled
Stage At Fair

INDIANAPOLIS (AP) — The
wind gust that toppled a stage
at the Indiana State Fair Satur-
day night, killing five and in-
juring dozens of fans waiting
for the country band Sugar-
land to perform, was a “fluke”
that no one could have antici-
pated, the governor and oth-
ers said Sunday.

The wind was far stronger
than that in other areas of the
fairgrounds, said Dan Mc-
Carthy, chief meteorologist for
the National Weather Service
in Indiana. He estimated the
gust at 60 to 70 mph.

Gov. Mitch Daniels said
precautions were taken before
the storm, but no one could
have foreseen such a strong
gust focused in one place.
Some witnesses have said that
while a storm was expected,
rain hadn’t begun to fall when
the wind sent the stage rigging
falling into the crowd of terri-
fied fans.

“This is the finest event of
its kind in America, this is the
finest one we've ever had, and
this desperately sad, as far as
[ can tell fluke event doesn’t
change that,” Daniels said.

504 W. 27th, Yankton
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Harvest Dinner
Monday, Aug. 15" ¢ 5-9:00 pm

Serving Broasted Chicken (extra chicken $1.50/piece),
Mashed Potatoes & Gravy, Corn on the Cob,
Cucumbers, Tomatoes & Dinner Rolls
$4.00 children (6 & under)

Members & Guests Welcome
RSVP 665-3333 ¢ Please note the Elks Kitchen will be closed Fri., Aug. 19.

Please Join Us.

J

A social group of widows/widowers of all ages
that meets the 3rd Wednesday of the month.

Wednesday, Aug. 17th

6pm Potluck Dinner ¢ 6:45pm Speaker
Shirley Dangler will give
information on geo caching

Mark Your Calendars For These Events
Sept. 21st
Oct. 19th ¥ Nov. 16th
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FUNERAL HOME wintzrayfuneralhome.com
and Cremation Service, Inc.  Garden of Memories Cemetery
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“ Monument Builders of North America
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Memorial Resource Center, Tyndall
... Memorial Chapels, Tyndall, Tabor & Menno

son, 84, of Springfield died Satur-
day, Aug. 13, 2011, at the
Springfield Assisted Living Center.

6659679 + 1-800-495-9679
www.opsahlkostelfuneralhome.com/
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