
were still too high.
“Things have changed (over the

summer), especially down south,”
he said. “I tried to visit Dakota
Dunes, Riverside and Windstone,
but was turned back originally.
There was too much danger and
too much activity to allow me to
get into those places.”

After visiting, he said the areas
that did or did not suffer damages
did not always line up with expec-
tations. 

“I noticed that places I thought
would be habitable are (under)
water. Other places ... looked good,
but there was water damage in the
basements,” Johnson said.

Raymond Roggow, emergency
management director of Union
County, said “you couldn’t out-
guess” much of the water damage.

“As a matter of fact, last week
some homes came into our public
information office that just had
water for the first time. It just does-
n’t make sense, but that’s what’s
happened,” Roggow said.

He added that while public
buildings “weren’t affected that
bad,” 56 homes in Dakota Dunes
were located near the river.

“Of those 56, 46 of those were
really hit hard,” he said. “When we
get on up into Deer Run, get on up
into Windstone, those homes obvi-
ously had groundwater issues.
Windstone got real close to having
floodwater issues, but they were
able to hold it back.”

The county road system is fine,
but township roads show some
devastation, Roggow said.

“Some of that’s been under 12
feet of water yet, so we don’t know
what that’s going to look like until
the water levels go down,” he said.

Additionally, residents dis-
placed from their homes probably
won’t get to return to them until
September, Roggow added.

Clay County Commissioner Leo
Powell said much of the damage in
Clay County was on private land,
although the county did provide
sand in some areas. 

In areas such as the Ponderosa,
residents pooled their resources to
stop floodwaters.

“If they hadn’t put probably
$500,000 worth of rock in there,
they probably wouldn’t be there,”
Powell said. “I’m pretty sure the
river would have cut that bank off.
If you look at the front yards of
some of those houses and then
look back upstream, the water’s
coming right at them. 

“It’s the same thing at the
mouth of the Vermillion River,” he
said. “From the west side of the
county to the east side of the
county there’s been some bank
erosion, some flooding, some
homes and cabins that have been
washed away. But everybody
worked pretty hard stabilizing it.”

Clay County Emergency Man-
ager Layne Stewart added that
“most of the township damage” is 3
to 4 miles north of the mouth of
the Vermillion River.

Johnson acknowledged the con-
tributions private citizens put forth
in the effort.

“The government puts out 75
percent of the revenue necessary
to replace the materials, but the
state contributes 10 percent,” he
said. “But the other 15 percent be-
longs to the local people, and we
hope that FEMA ... contributes
more private help, besides public
help.”

The senator said this may not
be a realistic goal, but “we need to
recognize that private help, in past
experience, ranges from $2,000-
$3,000 apiece. Nobody’s getting
rich off of private help.”

Roggow said FEMA has helped
Union County by providing a check
for approximately $312,000. Before
that, some emergency funding had
to be taken from the county’s high-
way department.

“(The FEMA funding) has really
been helpful to keep our cash flow
intact,” he said. “So, FEMA has
been great in that respect, so my
hat’s off to them for coming down
and getting that accomplished so
we have some actual cash to work
with again.”

Johnson said he plans to con-
tinue his tour of flooded areas this
week.
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sorted by solid waste employees
as they are placed into the col-
lection vehicle. Other options
would be dual stream, where res-

idents are asked to sort contain-
ers in one curbside bin and pa-
pers in another, and single
stream.

“Single stream is where the
resident would put everything in
one container and then it would
be picked up for sorting at a
main facility,” Iverson said. “Sin-
gle stream is probably more ex-
pensive because you need the

equipment to sort it. However,
you could get more participation
with single stream. And with
more recycling, the landfill would
last longer.”

Considering all these factors
can be a complicated mass of
facts and figures, and Iverson
hopes the study helps clarify op-
tions for those involved in the
operation, as well as the public.

Meetings for the public are
being planned for Yankton and
Vermillion to allow residents to
weigh in on possible changes.

“We’ll look at the costs of
doing some of this stuff,” Iverson
said. “If it helps save money in
the long run, we’ll probably look
into it. Hopefully, we can work it
out so it is profitable for every-
one.”

Study
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