
BY MATTHEW LEE
Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Executing a
global squeeze play, the United
States and its European allies on
Thursday demanded an end to four
decades of brutal family dictator-
ship in Syria and underscored the
tough talk with new sanctions on
President Bashar Assad’s govern-
ment.

The unified stance isolates
Assad further as he presses a mili-
tary campaign against major
demonstrations. But the diplomacy
left many questions unanswered,
including how the demand for
Assad’s ouster can be backed up in
the absence of any appetite for mil-
itary intervention, and who inside
the Syrian government or among
the country’s fragmented opposi-
tion might take his place.

The messages from Washington,
London, Paris, Berlin and Brussels
coincided with a U.N. report rec-
ommending that Syria be referred
to the International Criminal Court
for investigation of possible crimes

against humanity, including sum-
mary executions, torturing prison-
ers and targeting children in the
crackdown on demonstrations.

Much of Syria was quiet Thurs-
day, although activists reported in-
tense shooting around noon in the
flashpoint city of Latakia. 

Rights groups say Assad’s
forces have killed nearly 2,000 peo-
ple since mid-March. The military
assault on civilians has escalated
since Ramadan began, with secu-
rity forces killing hundreds and de-
taining thousands.

Activists said security forces
killed 18 people across the country
on Wednesday, the same day Assad
assured U.N. Secretary-General Ban
Ki-moon that military and police
operations had stopped.

In Thursday’s coordinated
statements, President Barack
Obama and the leaders of Britain,
France, Germany, Canada and the
European Union called for Assad to
resign, saying his repression of
demonstrations inspired by this
spring’s Arab uprisings made him
unfit to lead. The new effort signals

the end of the world’s thin pa-
tience for Assad, once viewed as a
Western-looking pragmatist who
might expand freedoms at home
and help achieve an Arab peace
deal with Israel.

The resignation calls were the
first explicit demands from the U.S.
and its allies for Assad to step
down, although condemnation of
his actions had been growing for
weeks.

Syria presented a different case
than other Muslim nations swept
by unrest this year. The United
States used leverage from its bil-
lions of dollars in military aid to
gradually ratchet up pressure on
Egyptian dictator Hosni Mubarak
to step down, and called early on
for the ouster of Libyan strongman
Moammar Gadhafi.

But Washington has very little
direct influence on Syria, long a
pariah state accused of sponsoring
terrorism. Syria does have wider
trade and other ties with Europe
and the Arab world, which compli-
cated the U.S. position, and with
neighbor Iran. Iran remains one of

the Assad regime’s few allies, al-
though those bonds are not deep. 

In a statement released by the
White House, Obama said Assad
had lost all credibility as a leader
and had to go.

“His calls for dialogue and re-
form have rung hollow while he is
imprisoning, torturing and slaugh-
tering his own people,” Obama
said. “We have consistently said
that President Assad must lead a
democratic transition or get out of
the way. He has not led. For the
sake of the Syrian people, the time
has come for President Assad to
step aside.”

British Prime Minister David
Cameron, French President Nicolas
Sarkozy and German Chancellor
Angela Merkel issued a joint state-
ment saying that Assad should
“leave power in the greater inter-
ests of Syria and the unity of his
people.” European Union foreign
policy chief Catherine Ashton and
Canadian Prime Minister Stephen
Harper also joined the chorus of
condemnation.

Dennis Jensen
SIOUX FALLS — Dennis Gre-

gory Jensen, age 21 of Sioux
Falls, died of injuries suffered
while working with bridge mate-
rials near Camp Leatherneck in
southern Afghanistan. Dennis
was a National Guard soldier
serving in Afghanistan with the
200th Engineer Company out of
Pierre. Funeral services are pend-
ing under the direction of the Op-
sahl-Kostel Funeral Home &
Crematory, Yankton.

Michael Kampen
LAS VEGAS, Nev. — Michael A.

Kampen, 61, of Las Vegas, Nev.
formerly of Yankton, passed
away at Spring Valley Hospital in
Las Vegas, Nev. on August 12,
2011 of complications of a stroke. 

Michael was born to Orville
and Lucille (Gordon) Kampen, on
March 23, 1950 in Watertown.

He attended Yankton High
School,graduating in 1969, and
then served in the U S Army from
1969-1971 where he was sta-
tioned in South Korea.

Michael worked in the con-

struction industry for many
years being a member of the
Sheet Metal Union.

Michael will be remembered
for his love of the outdoors, fish-
ing, travel and always looking for
that "pan of gold."

Michael leaves behind daugh-
ter, Michelle Walsh, Puyallup,
Wash.; son, Kelly Kampen,
Bangkok,Thailand; daughter,
Amber Kampen, Renton, Wash.;
daughter, Brandy Kampen, Boise,
Idaho; sister, Bonnie Kampen,

Macy, Ind.; brother, David (Mar-
cia), Tucson, Ariz.; and 4 grand-
children.

He was preceded in death by
his father Orville, mother Lucille
(Polly) and brother Dean.

Services will be held at a later
date. Memorials may be directed
to the Diabetes Foundation in his
name.
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Norwegian Killer Called Twice To Surrender
OSLO, Norway (AP) — The man behind the Norway attacks

that killed 77 people last month hung up twice on authorities after
calling to surrender during the shooting at a youth camp on Utoya
Island, police said Thursday. 

The first phone call came 26 minutes before officers arrested
Breivik, who identified himself as the commander in an anti-com-
munist resistance movement, police said. 

“I am at Utoya at the moment. I want to surrender,” he said, ac-
cording to a transcript distributed at a news conference. 

Local police chief Sissel Hammer said “the operator took the
conversation seriously and called back. No one answered.” 

Breivik called again one minute before being captured and
asked to be transferred to the commander of the anti-terror police
unit. 

Libyan Capital Is Fearful As Rebels Advance
ZINTAN, Libya (AP) — Families fleeing their homes to avoid a

possible rebel assault on the Libyan capital described deteriorat-
ing living conditions in Tripoli: Power outages lasting days, gun
battles at night and a climate of fear in which no one dares to criti-
cize the regime — even among friends. 

With opposition fighters steadily gaining ground in the six-
month-old civil war, there are signs that Moammar Gadhafi’s 42-
year-old rule may be unraveling. The rebels seized Libya’s last
functioning oil refinery Thursday and claimed to have captured
most of the nearby city of Zawiya, just 30 miles (50 kilometers)
west of the capital along the Mediterranean coast. 

A rebel victory in Zawiya could leave Gadhafi nearly cornered
in his increasingly isolated stronghold of Tripoli. Rebel fighters are
now closing in on the capital from the west and the south, while
NATO controls the seas to the north. The opposition is in charge of
most of the eastern half of the country. 

The Libyan leader has given no indication he is willing to relin-
quish power, however, and rebels could easily get bogged down on
the way to the capital or face a protracted battle there. 

“We know he (Gadhafi) is finished,” said Mohammed Said, a 50-
year-old school teacher who fled Tripoli on Tuesday. “We just don’t
know when.” 

Ga. Archaeologists Comb Civil War POW Camp
SAVANNAH, Ga. (AP) — When word reached Camp Lawton that

the enemy army of Gen. William T. Sherman was approaching, the
prison camp’s Confederate officers rounded up their thousands of
Union army POWs for a swift evacuation — leaving behind rings,
buckles, coins and other keepsakes that would remain undisturbed
for nearly 150 years. 

Archaeologists are still discovering unusual, and sometimes
stunningly personal, artifacts a year after state officials revealed
that a graduate student had pinpointed the location of the massive
but short-lived Civil War camp in southeast Georgia.  

Discoveries made as recently as a few weeks ago were being dis-
played Thursday at the Statesboro campus of Georgia Southern
University. They include a soldier’s copper ring bearing the in-
signia of the Union army’s 3rd Corps, which fought bloody battles
at Gettysburg and Manassas, and a payment token stamped with
the still-legible name of a grocery store in Michigan. 

“These guys were rousted out in the middle of the night and
loaded onto trains, so they didn’t have time to load all this stuff
up,” said David Crass, an archaeologist who serves as director of
Georgia’s Historic Preservation Division. “Pretty much all they had
got left behind. You don’t see these sites often in archaeology.” 

Camp Lawton’s obscurity helped it remain undisturbed all these
years. Built about 50 miles south of Augusta, the Confederate camp
imprisoned about 10,000 Union soldiers after it opened in October
1864 to replace the infamous Andersonville prison. But it lasted
barely six weeks before Sherman’s army arrived and burned it dur-
ing his march from Atlanta to Savannah. 

Engineers Consider Changes To Chicago River
CHICAGO (AP) — The city was in a predicament. By the late

1800s, the slow-moving Chicago River had become a cesspool of
sewage and factory pollution oozing into Lake Michigan, the source
of drinking water for the bustling metropolis. 

The waterway had grown so putrid that it raised fears of a dis-
ease outbreak and concerns about hurting development. So in a
first-of-its-kind feat, engineers reversed the river by digging a series
of canals that not only carried the stinking mess away from the
lake, but also created the only shipping route between the Great
Lakes and the Mississippi River. 

Now a modern threat — a voracious fish that biologists are des-
perate to keep out of Lake Michigan — has spurred serious talk of
undertaking another engineering feat almost as bold as the origi-
nal: reversing the river again to restore its flow into the lake. 

The Army Corps of Engineers is studying ways to stop invasive
species from moving between two of the nation’s largest water-
sheds, including a proposal to block the canals and undo the engi-
neering marvel that helped define Chicago. 

Storm Kills 3 At Music Festival In Belgium 
HASSELT, Belgium (AP) — A storm swept through a popular

open-air music festival in this town eastern Belgium on Thursday
killing at least three people and injuring more than 70 others, an of-
ficial said. 

Ambulances and police cars raced to and from the site of the
Pukkelpop festival, near the town of Hasselt, 50 miles east of Brus-
sels, late Thursday, their sirens blaring. Concertgoers described
scenes of panic as the sky darkened, the winds whipped, rain
poured, hailstones nearly half an inch (larger than 1 centimeter)
across pelted the crowds, and concert structures buckled. 

“It was frightening. It looked terrible. All the structures col-
lapsed,” said Brinnie Gardner, 20, of Aukland, New Zealand, who is
on a tour of Europe with a friend. “There was panic. It was crazy.” 

Hugo Simons, Hasselt’s head of emergency medical planning,
told VRT radio that three people had died, 11 had been severely in-
jured and 60 had sustained light injuries as a result of the storm. 

Organizers estimated that 60,000 people were at the three-day
festival, which started Thursday, when the storm broke.
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OB ITUAR I E S

BY STAN CHOE
AP Business Writer

NEW YORK — Just when Wall Street
seemed to have settled down, a barrage of bad
economic reports collided with fresh worries
about European banks Thursday and triggered
a global sell-off in stocks.

The Dow Jones industrial average fell 419
points — a return to the wild swings that
gripped the stock market last week.

Stocks were only part of a dramatic day
across the financial markets. The price of oil
fell more than $5, gold set another record, the
government’s 10-year Treasury note hit its low-
est yield, and the average mortgage rate fell to
its lowest in at least 40 years.

The selling began in Asia, where Japanese
exports fell for a fifth straight month, and con-
tinued in Europe, where bank stocks were
hammered because of worries about debt
problems there, which have proved hard to
contain.

On Wall Street, the losses wiped out much
of the roughly 700 points that the Dow had
gained over five days. Some investors who
bought in the middle of last week decided to
sell after they were confronted with a raft of
bad news about the economy:

— More people joined the unemployment
line last week than at any time in the past
month. The number of people filing claims for
unemployment benefits rose to 408,000, or
9,000 more than the week before.

— Inflation at the consumer level in July
was the highest since March. More expensive
gas, food, clothes and other necessities are

squeezing household budgets at a time when
most people aren’t getting raises.

— Sales of previously occupied homes fell
in July for the third time in four months —
more trouble for a housing market that can’t
seem to turn itself around. This year is on pace
to be the worst since 1997 for home sales.

— Manufacturing has sharply weakened in
the mid-Atlantic states, according to a report
from the Federal Reserve. Manufacturing has
been one of the strongest parts of the econ-
omy since the recession ended in 2009, but its
growth has slowed this year.

The manufacturing news was especially
bleak on an already bad day, said Dan Green-
haus, chief global strategist at brokerage BTIG.
He called the Fed report “an atrocious set of
numbers.”

“That really set the market on its head,” he
said.

Wall Street and other financial markets have
wrestled for several weeks with fears that a
new recession might be in the offing. Morgan
Stanley economists said in a report Thursday
that the U.S. and Europe are “dangerously
close to recession.”

“It won’t take much in the form of addi-
tional shocks to tip the balance,” they wrote.

Worries about European debt also hang
over the market. A default by any country
would hurt the European banks that hold its
bonds, plus American banks that have lent to
their European counterparts.

Renewing the fears, The Wall Street Journal
reported Thursday that U.S. regulators are
looking at the U.S. arms of big European banks
to make sure they have enough money for day-

to-day operations.
“I don’t want to pretend that the market

knows what it’s thinking about too much,” said
David Kelly, chief market strategist at JPMor-
gan Funds. “We live in an environment of sell
now and ask questions later.”

Asian markets started Thursday’s drop.
Japan’s Nikkei 225 index fell 1.3 percent. The
main stock indexes in South Korea and India
each dropped a little more, then Europe more
than that — 4.5 percent in Britain and 5.8 per-
cent in Germany.

In the United States, the Dow fell 419.63
points, or 3.7 percent, to 10,990.58. The Stan-
dard & Poor’s 500 index fell 53.24, or 4.5 per-
cent, to 1,140.65. The Nasdaq composite fell
131.05, or 5.2 percent, to 2,380.43.

The cycle of selling picked up again early
Friday in Asia, with the Nikkei off another 2
percent.

The Dow is down 13.6 percent since stocks
began falling July 21 — four weeks that have
rattled Americans watching their retirement
savings and other investment accounts shrivel.

Lee Applegate, a retired sales executive
from Cincinnati, watched the latest market
plunge uneasily but said he was planning to
stay the course with his investments. He and
his wife have several retirement accounts.

He remembers the mistake he made in
pulling his money out of stocks in early 2009,
just before the market started its two-year
surge. Since March 9 of that year, the S&P 500
is up 68.6 percent.

“I think things are going to get worse before
they get better,” Applegate said. “But I’m still
going to ride it out.”

Another Big Down Day For Dow
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BY DANIELLA CHESLOW
Associated Press

EILAT, Israel — Gunmen who
crossed from the Egyptian desert
launched a series of attacks
Thursday in southern Israel,
killing eight people and threaten-
ing to destabilize a volatile bor-
der region that includes the
Hamas-ruled Gaza Strip and the
increasingly lawless Sinai Penin-
sula.

Israel blamed an armed Pales-
tinian group from neighboring
Gaza. Israeli forces killed five of
the gunmen along the border
with Egypt, the military said, and
later launched an airstrike inside
Gaza that killed five other mili-
tants from the same group as
well as a child.

The Israeli military said three
of the men killed in Gaza had
been involved in planning the at-
tack.

Gunfire continued on both
sides of the border late into the
evening. After nightfall, Israel’s
“Iron Dome” anti-missile system
intercepted a rocket fired by
Gaza militants at the city of

Ashkelon, the military said.
The attacks were the dead-

liest against Israelis since a gun-
man killed eight civilians in
Jerusalem in 2008. They sug-
gested that Egypt’s recent politi-
cal upheaval and a resulting
power vacuum in Sinai had al-
lowed militants to open a new
front against Israel on the long-
quiet frontier.

The attack began shortly after
noon in southern Israel with gun-
fire at a civilian bus heading to-
ward the Red Sea resort city of
Eilat, currently at the height of
the tourist season.

A number of passengers were
hit, the military said. The gun-
men had crossed the border and
set up an ambush along a 300-
yard (meter) strip, armed with
automatic weapons, grenades
and suicide bomb belts, accord-
ing to the military.

“We heard a shot and saw a
window explode. I didn’t really
understand what was happening
at first,” passenger Idan Kaner
told Israel’s Channel 2 TV. “After
another shot, there was chaos in

the bus and everyone jumped on
everyone else.”

Within an hour, gunmen had
riddled another passing bus and
two cars with bullets and rigged
a roadside bomb that detonated
under an army jeep rushing to
the scene. At the same time, mor-
tar gunners in Gaza opened fire
at soldiers along the Gaza-Israel
border fence.

TV video showed the first bus
with its windows shattered. Its
seats were stained with blood
and luggage littered the aisle.

The Israeli dead included six
civilians and one soldier, accord-
ing to the Israeli military’s south-
ern commander, Maj. Gen. Tal
Russo.

Israeli soldiers eventually
killed five attackers, the military
said, and defense officials said
three of the bodies were wired
with explosives. It was not clear
how many militants were in-
volved or where they were from.

Egyptian security and Interior
Ministry officials said a gunfight
erupted on the border, and three
Egyptians were killed, one police

officer and two soldiers. The offi-
cials, speaking on condition of
anonymity because they were
not authorized to brief reporters,
said the gunfire erupted while Is-
raelis were chasing militants who
were trying to re-enter Sinai. It
was not clear if the gunfire at the
Egyptians came from Israeli sol-
diers or the militants. The Israeli
military had no comment.

According to the Israeli mili-
tary, during the fighting along the
border the gunmen tried and
failed to shoot down an Israeli
helicopter with an anti-tank mis-
sile.

Roadblocks were erected in
the area, sealing roads in and out
of Eilat, and senior Israeli secu-
rity officials convened an emer-
gency session at the Defense
Ministry in Tel Aviv.

Hours later, militants who had
apparently gone undetected at-
tacked again, and a member of an
elite police counter-terrorism
unit was killed, the eighth Israeli
fatality, according to Chief In-
spector Alex Kagalsky, a
spokesman for the Israel police.

Armed Men Cross Egyptian Border, Kill 8 Israelis

U.S., Allies Declare That Syria’s Assad Must Leave


